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PREFATORY NOTE. 



1 



Thb present volume ezplainB iteelf . It consists of a 
newspi^r index, arranged so as to form a series of 
annals of the Northern Highlands during the first quarter 
of the nineteenth oentory. H drcomstanoes permit, the 
compiler will endeavour to follow it up with similar 
volumes for subsequent years. The practice of giving 
extracts from the newspapers of the past century is not 
uncommon, but has seldom been fuQ and systematic. The 
present series has been prepared in chronological order, 
and illustrates a district which has its natural centre at 
Inverness, and possesses a diaracter and individuality of 
its own« The volume will in any case be a help in the 
search of newspaper files, which is often undertaken with 
only the vaguest due. 

Invebness, Augast 1903. 



ERRATA. 

Page 2.— There are two mistakes in dates in the first entry in 
James Snter's Memorabilia. The first election of Charles Grant 
for the County of Inverness was in 1802, not 1800 ; and he retired 
in 1818, not 1819. It may be said that a contemporary writer is 
liable to make mistakes in dates unless he is caretul to verify his 
recollections. 

Page 12, Feb. 12,—** Pampler " should be •• Rambler." 
Page 23, June 16, second entry.— In this paragraph the 
question is asked. What was meant by the Island ? From subse- 

^uent entries it seems clear this was the name given to the present 
slands, and that the market was held somewhere near the eastern 
island, on the river bank. 

Page 77, Nov. 4.—" Community " should be " Commonty." 
Page 168, line 33,— For " Logan " read "Lyon." 
Page 237, February 26.— William Brodie appointed Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ross-shire should be " Lord-Lieutenant of Nairn- 
shire." 
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INTRODUCTION. 



In the year 1801 the first Parliamentary census 
was taken in Great Britain. The total 
population of Scotland was returned in 
that year as 1,608,420. In 1821 the 
population had risen to 2,091,521, and in 1901 the 
returns show a total of 4,472,103. This gives, in 
spite of copious emigration, an increase of nearly three- 
fold in a hundred years. How has it fared in the 
same period with the five (nominally six) Northern 
Counties, Inverness, Nairn, Ross and Cromarty, Suther- 
land, and Caithness? In the district formed by these 
counties the total population in 1801 was 183,038, and 
twenty years later, 221,012; while in 1901 it stood at 
231,155. We are thus 48,117 better than a hundred 
years ago, and 10,143 better than eighty years ago. 
Compared with the rise in general population, the increase 
in the Northern Highlands is trifling, but some persons 
will be surprised to find that any increase at all has taken 
place. The following table of comparative figures may be 
given: — 

Counties. 1801. 

Inverness 72,672 

Nairnshire 8,322 

Ross and Cromarty... 56,318 

Sutherland 23,117 

Caithness 22,609 



1821. 
89,961 


isot. 

90,104 


9,268 


9,291 


68,762 


76,460 


23,840 


21,440 


29,181 


33,870 



183,038 221,012 231,165 

Generally speaking, there was an increase in the popula- 
tion of the district until the middle of the past century. 
The highest figures in all the counties except Nairnshire 
are to be found in the twenty years between 1841 and 
1861. Another tabular statement will show the year in 
which each county touched its highest hmit : — 

Year. County. l^opuUtion. 

1841 Invemeflft-shire 97,799 

1861 RoM-shu-e 82,707 

1851 Stithorlfliid 26,793 

1861 Caithness 41,111 

1881 Nairnshire 10,466 
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Thus the County ot Inverness reached its highest point 
in 1841, when the population stood at 97,799. It was at 
itB lowest in 1861 and 1871, when the numbers were a 
little over 88,000. For the last three decades the returns 
have been rather above 90,000, but showing 350 mote in 
the first than in the last of the three. The County c^ 
Ross, however, has steadily fallen from 82,707 in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, to 76,450 in the first 
year of the twentieth. Sutherland has fallen from 
25,793 in 1851 to 21,440 in 1901 ; Caithness from 41,111 
in 1861 to 33,870 in 1901 ; Nairnshire from 10,455 in 1881 
to 9291 in 1901. Though special causes, such as the 
extension of sheep farms at one period and latterly the 
growth of deer forests, have certainly operated to restrict 
and reduce population, there is no doubt that more general 
causes have had considerable effect The chief decrease 
has occurred since the country began to be opened up by 
railways. During the same period the whole world has 
been opened up, and its remotest comers have become 
accessible; and the Highlands have freely contributed a 
proportion of their sons and daughters not only to 
industrial centres in the South of Scotland and in England, 
but to the colonisation of English-speaking lands. The 
Education Act of 1872 has accelerated the migration of 
young people, and the Crofters Act has not stopped the 
movement; indeed, there are observers who think that it 
has helped it forward by giving the tenants in possession 
a hold of the soil, and making it their interest to check 
squatting and sub-division. For our present purpose, 
however, it is only necessary to note that the population 
of the district is, as has been said, 48,000 higher than in 
1801, and 10,000 higher than in 1821. The distribution 
is, of course, very different now from what it was then ; 
there are more people in the to¥m3 and fewer in the rural 
districts. 

As to the town of Inverness itself, the earlier returns 
did not discriminate between biu^h and parish. In 1801 
the total population of both was 8732; in 1821 it was 
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12,264; and in 1901 it had risen to 27,046. As far as 
can be made out, the popidation of the town proper was 
in 1801 about 5500, and in 1821 about 8500; these figures, 
however, to be taken as including more than the Royal 
bui^h. In 1901 the population of the town, embracing 
the portion which was beyond the mimicipal boundary, 
was 23,066. The boundaries were extended as this 
volume was passing through the press, and now include 
the total just given, or a little more. Thus the population 
of town and parish together has increased more than three 
times during the century; the town itself has increased 
more than four times. 

The period which this volume covers wa§ the great era 
of road-making in the Northern Highlands, and also 
witnessed the construction of the Caledonian Canal. 
Confining our attention meantime to roads, it may be said 
generally that to the north of Inverness and the west of 
the Great Glen, there were at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century no proper roads, except one along the 
East Coast to Wick, which was satisfactory in parts, and 
in parts rough and imperfect, and several well-constructed 
lines in the Peninsula of the Black Isle, lying between the 
Moray, and Cromarty Firths. Two roads had been made 
to the west, but, as will afterwards appear, they were 
practically useless for wheeled vehicles. Lord Cockbum, 
in his Memorials, says : — " Those who are bom to modem 
travelling can scarcely be made to understand how the 
previous ages got on. The state of the roads may be 
judged of from two or three facts. There was no bridge 
over the Tay at Dunkeld, or over the Spey at Fochabers, 
or over the Findhom at Forres. Nothing but wretched 
ferries, pierless, let to poor cottars, who rowed or pushed or 
hauled a crazy boat across, or more commonly got their 
wives to do it." He says that he rode circuits himself when 
he was Advocate-Depute between 1807 and 1810. There 
were no bridges from Inverness northwards across the 
large rivers, although some of the smaller streams had 
been spanned. The bridge at Brora, in Sutherland, is 
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specially mentioned by Pennant. In the Central High- 
lands the military roads begun by General Wade and 
carried on long after his time, afforded convenient means 
of commiuiication ^ but they were formed on military 
rather than commercial plans, and many of them were so 
roughly constructed, so liable to get damaged by floods 
and the fall of debris, that they were difficult to keep in 
repair. The Survey of the Pliovince of Moray, published 
in 1798, gives a list of roads, which is too long to be quoted 
in full, but may be summarised. The writer treats the 
post road running parallel to the Moray Firth, as the 
basis of all the other roads, and we follow his arrangement 
as follows : — 

Main road from Inverness to Edinburgh, by way of 
Elgin, Fochabers, Banff, Aberdeen, Forfar, Perth, and 
Queensferry, 236 miles. 

First Branch. — ^From Inverness by way of Fort- 
Augustus to Edinburgh, 161 miles. It is noted that 
there was a road to Fort^ Augustus (32 miles) on each side 
of Loch-Ness, but the southern only was passable for 
wheeled vehicles. From Fort-Augustus the road went 
over Corryarrick, and by way of Garvamore, Dalwhinnie, 
Dalnacardoch, and Dunkeld, to Perth. The distance 
from Inverness to Perth by this route was 126 miles, but 
the road over Corryarrick was very steep. A branch led 
from Fort- Augustus to Fort- William, 29 miles, making the 
length of road between Inverness and Fort-William 61 
miles. There was also a road from Fort-Augustus to 
Bemera, in Glenelg, on the West Coast, 43 miles; but 
Telford, in his report a few yearo later, says that only "the 
vestiges " of this road remained. This is the route which 
Dr Johnson and Boswell travelled in 1773, when they 
found military parties working on the road. 

Second Branch. — ^This road led from Inverness by way 
of Dalmagarry (Moyhall) to Aviemore and Dalwhinnie, 
and thence by the road before-mentioned to Perth and 
Edinburgh, a distance of 155 miles. 

Third Branch. — ^This road broke off five miles fronj 
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ForUfcorge, going by way of Bulsie Bridge to Grantown, 
Tomintoul, !l^aemar, Glenshee, and Blairgowrie, thence 
by Coupar-Angiu to Perth. Distance between Inverness 
and Edinburgh, 167 miles. It is stated that a new road 
had been lately formed direct from Dolsie Bridge to 
Aviemore by one stage of 18 miles. This was the most 
direct road from Forres through Badenoch to Edinburgh. 

Fourth Branch. — ^This branch stniok off from the main 
road at Fochabers, conducted up the River Spey. At 
Rothes it was joined by a road from Elgin. Thence it 
proceeded to Aberlour and Grantown, from which the 
journey could be continued either by Aviemore or 
Tomintoul. There was also a road from Aberlour 
through Glenrinnes and Glenlivat to Tomintoul. 

Fifth Branch. — ^This road also sel^ off from Fochabers 
to Edinbuxgh, going by way of Keith, Huntly, Boat of 
Alford, Kincardine O' Neil, across the Grampians to 
Fettercaim, and so to Brechin, where it joined the main 
road. The distance from Inverness to Edinburgh was 
205 miles, lliere was a connecting road from Hyntly to 
Aberdeen. 

Sixth Branch. — ^This branch left the " great road " at 
Stonehaven, and proceeded by way of Dundee. This 
road was " the course of the post," and the distance from 
Inverness to Edinburgh was about 172 miles; but the 
crossing of the firths at Dundee and Kinghom made it 
undesirable for ordinary travellers. 

The writer of the chapter adds the following com- 
ments : — " The shortest road from Inverness to Edinburgh, 
through Badenoch, is greatly superior to any of the 
others, in the complete repair in which it is always kept, 
in the satisfactory accommodation ci almost every 
necessary bridge, and in the ingenuity and care with which 
the acclivities are in general avoided. The snow, how- 
ever, in winter is often so embarrassing that it is but little 
frequented during that season; the inns, of course, are 
then but poorly provided; the shivering traveller is 
received in a room comfortless and cold, and most of th^ 
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artides in the bill are charged one-third higher, on the 
pretence of the distant land carriage, than in the tayems 
along the Coast. The other roads are not always in so 
good repair as with little care and skill might be attained, 
and little or no ingenuity has been exerted in avoiding 
the acclivities/' 

It will be observed that the list oi roads given above 
applies only to the communications of Inverness with the 
East and South. To make his work complete, the writer 
describes the continuation of the post road from Inverness 
to the extremity of the island at Houna, where the 
Pentland Firth was crossed to the Oikney Islands. The 
route lay by Beauly, Dingwall, Tain, and the MeiUe Ferry 
to Dornoch, thence to Golspie, Helmsdale, and Wick. The 
journey oould be shortened by taking the ferries to and 
from the Black Isle. He mentions that at Dunbeath a 
brandi set off "through the causeway mire" to Thurao. 
He also complains of the ''very considerable revenue" 
exacted from the traveller by the proprietors of ferries, 
" above what is reqtdsite for the support and navigation 
of the boats." 

From the particulars given above, it appears that 
previous to 1800 the Central Highlands were well sup- 
plied with roads, though many ci them were not of a kind 
suitable to modem times. If we take a wider survey, we 
find that the whole system of Highland roads, central and 
northern, with the partial exception of the highway along 
the Coast, was the work of about a hundred years, 
beginning with the operations of General Wade in 1725. 
Up till his time the roads in the glens were mostly cattle 
tracks, broadened by use as traffic increased, and in part 
enclosed by turf dykes. Burt describes certain native 
roads as '' so rough and rocky that no wheel ever turned 
upon them since the formation of this globe" ; but perhaps 
the rockiness, as a general characteristic, is exaggerated. 
Dr Alexander Ross, Inverness, who has examined the 
remains of some of the dd catUe tracks, says that they 
^ave the guiding lines to General Wade's system. They 
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had often a broad margin, where cattle got a bite of grass 
in summer as they moved along. A specimen of these 
roads is to be seen in the neighbourhood of Inverness, 
going over the Leachkin. '' The space between the 
bounding dykes is so considerable that squatters settle on 
the margin and build houses." (See paper in the 
fourteentJi volume of the Transactions of the Inverness 
Gaelic Society.) During the eighteenth century the great 
lines of military road were constructed in the Central 
Highlands, converging at Inverness. The late Sir 
Kenneth Mackenzie of Gairloch, in two valuable papers, 
which appear in the fifth voliune (^ the Transactions of the 
Inverness Field Club, describes these roads, and 8&js that 
the system attained its fullest development about 1784. 
The total extent of militazy roads was about 1100 miles. 
In 1814 the last of them were transferred to the care of 
the Commissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges; but 
by that time the extent under maintenance had fallen to 
530 miles. Only one military road was ever made in 
Ross-shire, running from Contin, near Strathpeffer, to 
Poolewe. Sir Kenneth says he was told by a relative 
how Lady Seaforth, on her way to the Lews, attempted to 
take her coach over this road with disastrous results. It 
got as far as Loch-Achanault, about fifteen miles from 
Contin, but was then so wrecked that it was not worth 
taking back to Brahan. " Certainly," says Sir Kenneth, 
"at the beginning of this [the nineteenth] century, the 
road was not used for wheels, and I doubt whether the 
traffic between the East and West Coasts was ever carried 
over it otherwise than by pack-horses." He mentions as 
a singular fact that in the police books of the Coimty of 
Ross no reference is ever made to the military parties 
working on this road, though from 1770 onwards the statute 
labour upon it was regularly arranged for. 

There was a succession of distinguished travellers to 
the North of Scotland in the latter half of the eighteenth 
century. Bishop Forbes, who travelled to John O'Qroats 
in 1762, left his wife at Inverness, as he was afraid of the 
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Roes^hire roads, but he repented hia caution, as he says 
he " found the roads, though only natural, extremely good." 
The Bishop went by way of Ardersier and Fortrose 
through the Black Isle, travelling in a post-chaise. He 
was able to use the oonveyanoe as far as Tain, and then 
took to horseback. Pennant, who followed the same 
route in 1769, says that after leaving Dingwall he rode 
" along a very good road cut on the side of a hill, with the 
country very well cultivated above and below." He 
mentions that he crossed the water of Brora, in Suther- 
land, by a handsome bridge of a single arch. He had 
to ford the River Helmsdale, but he ascended the Ord 
Hill, that " vast promontory," as he calls it, '' on a good 
road winding up its steep sides, and impending in many 
parts over the sea." His precursor. Bishop Forbes, 
gives a graphic description of the ascent of this road. He 
says that he " rode up every inch of it, a thing rarely done 
by any persons," though his companions, gentlemen and 
servants, walked every foot of it, a good long mile. " Its 
steepness," he says, "and being all along on the very 
brink of a precipice, are the only difficulties; for other- 
wise it is one of the finest roads in the world, being so 
broad that in most places two coaches might pass one 
another, and then of fine, hard channel naturally, which 
no storm can make an impression on so as to break it. 
But then so very steep it is, particularly at entering upon 
it, that no machine can be drawn up it by any cattle what- 
soever, imless it be empty; and even then there must be 
some sturdy fellows at the back of it, pushing it forward 
to assist the horses ; for if they are allowed to make the 
least stop, backward they must tumble by the very 
declivity of the place." The same pleasant traveller gives 
a description of the "Causeway-mire" road to Thurso, 
which diverged to the left in the neighbourhood of 
LatheronwheeL The landlord of the inn told him that 
this was a piece of ground that few gentlemen in Caithness 
would venture on, except imder the conduct of a man 
familiar with it. ''Accordingly," the Bishop proceeds, 
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''he [the landlord] got one John Sutherland for us, a 
sturdy, stout fellow, with whom we set out at four o'clock, 
and who performed his part very well over the Causey- 
mire, one continued piece of mossy ground for about two 
miles at least, full of sloughs and quagmires, directly across 
the road to Thurso; but why it is called by such a name I 
could not conceive, as the smallest vestige of a causeway 
we could not discover in the whole. However, at Thurso 
they told me that a causeway had been there of old, but 
it had sunk down out of sight by the ruins of time." Two 
of the party slipped off through their horses bogging in the 
mire. " The only way," says the Bishop, " of crossing in 
these narrow sloughs is to make the horses go speedily 
over; for if they make the least halt, or too leisurely a 
step, down they must sink." 

In the year 1773, Dr Samuel Johnson and Boswell 
travelled in a post-chaise as far as Inverness, and thence 
rode to the West Coast by way of Fort-Augustus and Glen- 
moriston. " We were now," says Dr Johnson, in his Tour, 
" to bid farewell to the luxury of travelling, and to enter 
upon a coimtry upon which perhaps no wheel has ever 
rolled. We could indeed have used our post-chaise one 
day longer along the military road to Fort-Augustus, but 
we could have hired no horses beyond Inverness." On 
the way from Fort-Augustus to Glenelg the travellers 
entertained a parijy of soldiers who were working at the 
road* For some reason this road was allowed rapidly to 
fall into decay. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie mentions that 
it was on the list of military roads as late as 1799, but 
that Colonel Anstnither stated a few years later that, 
though it had been on the list, '' it had never existed as a 
road, nor had it been ordered to be inserted in any 
estimate." Sir Kenneth points out that this was a 
mistake, and that from 1770 to 1784 the road had been 
named in all the detailed estimates laid before Parliament. 
He thinks that Colonel Anstruther's investigations had 
probably not gone back beyond the year 1790, when 
military labour was dispensed with. Tlie Parliamentary 
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estimates for 1770 include a sum " for building an inn on 
the line of road from Fort-Augustus to Bemera, there 
being no house in fifty miles of said line." This was the 
inn at which Johnson and Boswell put up. The neglect 
into which the road had fallen is succinctly disclosed by 
Telford, who says in 1802, that " there are just the vestiges 
remaining of what was once a military road to Bemera, 
opposite the back of the Isle oi Skye.'' This road to 
Glenelg, and the road from Contin to Poolewe, seem to 
have been the only two " made "* roads which crossed the 
Highland mainland to the West Coast, and they were 
obviously vory imperfect and unfit for wheeled traffic. A 
road to Ullapool had been formed in 1792, but it was so 
badly constructed that it 3oon fell into decay, and had to 
be reconstructed by Telford. 

Mention may be made of an Atlas of Scotland, 
published by authority of Parliament in 1776. It is 
entitled "Taylor and Skinner's Survey and Maps of the 
Roads of North Britain or Scotland," and is inscribed to 
John, Duke of Argyle, Commander of his Majesty's Forces 
in North Britain. In a note the pubUshers say: — ^" We 
shall only observe that the military roads are kept in the 
best repair; and so much has been done of late years 
to the other roads by the attention of the nobility 
and gentry that travelling is made thereby in- 
credibly easy, expeditious, and commodious; and such 
a spirit of improvement prevails throughout Scot- 
land that we may venture to say a few years 
will complete all the public roads in that part of 
the United Kingdom. There are good inns on all the 
roads, with poet-chaises and horses at every stage as far 
north as Inverness, by Aberdeen." It will be observed 
that Inverness is the limit. The maps show the East 
Coast road winding along the shore to Wi<^, John 
O'Groats, and Thurso; also the military roads of the 
Central Highlands and the road from Fort-Augustus to 
Glenelg. It likewise shows the roads of the Black Isle, 
and one turning west from Dingwall, and going towards 
Contin. North of Inverness the Coasit road is broken 
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by the ferries of Beauly, Conon, Meikle Ferr}', and Little 
Feriy. The conditiou of affairs which we have thus 
described is practically the same as Telford found it to be 
in his survey and repoirt of 1802. He speaks as if the 
general road connections of the country terminated at 
Tain. He emphasises the lack of bridges not only on the 
Northern rivers, but on the Spey at Fochabers and the 
Tay at Dunkeld. Summing up, it may be said that in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, Inverness was the 
natural limit of traffic or travelling by wheeled vehicles. 
A conveyance might go as far as Tain, but horses were 
difficult to be obtained. The " natural roads," or cattle 
tracks, were better than we might nowadays imagine, but 
only for their own purposes or for foot passengers. The 
military roads in the Central and Southern Highlands had 
served their day, and were insufficient There was a 
clamant necessity for a new and extensive system of roads 
if the Highlands were to be incorporated with the rest of 
the country. 

The Act for making Beads and Bridges in the High- 
lands and for constructing the Caledonian Canal was 
passed in 1803, and the work was promptly begun, under 
the general superintendence of the famous engineer, Mr 
Telford, who appointed qualified assistants. For years 
thereafter the work went on, giving the Highlands in the 
end the splendid system of communication which they have 
since enjoyed. It is easy to understand what the mere 
expenditure ol money meant to a large and impoverished 
district Among the objects aimed at were the opening 
up of intercourse, the promoting of fisheries, and the 
stoppage of emigration. The making of new roads 
through the central Highlands and the west and north con- 
tinued until 1821, tlie construction of the Canal proceed- 
ing during the same period. Every year saw steady 
progress. Mr Telford began with the building of the 
bridges over the Tay at Dunkeld and over the Spey at 
Fochabers, the latter not directly under the Commissioners, 
but assisted by the Treasury, and apparently superin- 
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tended by their engineer. The bridge near Forres, over 
the Findhom (which was carried away by the flood of 
1829), was undertaken by local effort, but Mr Telford seems 
to have been consulted. " The whole expenditure on new 
roads and bridges," says the late Mr Joseph Mitchell, C.E., 
" amounted to £540,000, of which X267,000 was furnished 
by the Government, the difference being contributed by 
the counties and individuals. This sum was expended on 
875 miles of roads, and on several large bridges not 
included in the road contracts, the average over all amount- 
ing to a cost of about £400 a mile." From other sources 
we learn that the counties contributed to the above sum 
£214,000, and individual proprietors, £60,000. Harboui-s 
and ferry piers were also constructed, half the cost pro- 
vided by balances remaining from the forfeited estates, and 
half by individual contributions, the total coming to 
£110,000. 

The progress of improvement can be traced in the files 
of Inverness newspapers from the year 1807. We see 
about the erection of bridges at Beauly, at Conon, at 
Con tin, at Bonar, about the construction of tjie Mound, in 
Sutherland, and the completion of roads to the east, west, 
and south. The roads in the central Highlands follow in 
many plao6s a new line, and were, of course, much better 
foimed than the old military roads. In November 1807, 
we read that " the total number of roads now formed and 
forming in the Highlands amount to forty," and the same 
issue notices the erection of a pier at Broadford, Skye, 
through the exertions of Lord Macdomald. At length, in 
April 1818, we are informed that ''from Edinburgh to 
Inverness, and from Inverness to John O'Groat's House, it 
is now possible to travel without crossing a ferry or fording 
a river, or even encountering a descent where the necessity 
of using a drag-chain, is required." It is right to note 
that the proprietors gave willing contributions to the 
extension of roads. For instance, we read in 1809 that 
the road to Glenelg had been contracted for as far as 
Aonach, in Glenmoriston, being constructed to this point 
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l^ the aid of assessments, but beyond it by means of 
private subscriptions. The list of these subscriptions was 
headed by Lord Macdonald with £1000, and followed by 
L(»tI Seaforth with £500, Madeod of Macleod with £400, 
Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh with £300, and others with 
contributions of from £100 to £200. It may be added 
that the system of roads in Sutherland was completed in 
the north and west of the county about the year 1830, at 
the expense of the house €i Sutherland. 

Along with the work of road-making came improve- 
ment in mail and travelling accommodation. In 1800 
the mails were carried to Inverness by poet-horses three 
times arweek from Aberdeen. The time at which a daily 
mail coach was established between Aberdeen and Inver- 
ness is sometimes given as 1809 or 1810. The newspaper 
file, however, gives the exact date as 5tjh April 1811, the 
fares for the journey being — ^Inside, £3 13s 6d; outside, 
£2 98. The late Mr A. P. Hay, postmaster at Inverness, 
says tiiat a two-horse post was all that was provided at 
first, but it was soon followed by a four-in-hand. The 
time taken to transmit a letter from London to Inverness 
was, he says, six days. Meantime communication, more 
or less regular, had been established by the central road 
to Edinburgh. Mr James Suter notes that the first 
attempt to start a regular coach to Perth was made in 
1806, but it was soon discontinued. In 1809 we find the 
''Duchess of Gordon Inverness Coach'' running three 
times a-week in summer and twice a-week in winter. Mr 
Hay says that for some time its expenses were supplemented 
from the Corporation funds. Until the roads were well 
advanced, the mails north of Inverness were conveyed by 
a man and pony to Tain, and thence by post-runner. In 
March 1808 there is an advertisement of the first carrier 
going beycmd Dingwall. His name was Donald Boss, and 
he was to travel as far as Tain. In June 1809 a 
** diligence,'' as it was called, began to run from Inverness 
to Tain by way of Beauly and Dingwall. The same issue 
that records this step mentions the following instance of 
the rapidity with which a person might now travel in the 
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Highlands. " Mr Gordon of Carrol, a few days ago, left 
Edinburgh per the Inverness coach, and reached his house 
in Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in fort)'-8even hours 
and arhalf." In September 1818 a proposal was made to 
start a mail diligence to Wick and Thurso, the local 
authorities at Inverness, Bonar, and Helmsdale allowing 
it to pass their bridges toll free, and the counties of Ross 
and Sutherland each subscribing £200 to assist the move- 
menl). The coach started in the following July (1819), 
being timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., to arrive at Wick 
at half-past seven on the following morning, and at Thurso 
at half-past eleven. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay on 
the Highlands, published in 1826, says that horses were 
brought from Edinburgh, and stables and inns erected by 
Lord Stafford at very considerable expense. "By one 
common bond of intercourse," he adds, ''the two most 
distant parts of the island, the one situated at the 
extremity of the English Channel, the other in the latitude 
of John O'Groat's House, were thus joined together, at a 
distance of 1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be 
said, is there a parallel of so rapid a diange." To us of 
the twentieth century, the change only marks a small step 
of progress; but to men of that generation it seemed an 
extraordinary advance. Dr Alexander Ross, however, in 
the paper formerly mentioned, notes that even after the 
roads were available and stage coaches running, the county 
families did nolj always avail themselves of the public 
conveyances, but continued posting with the same horses 
all the way to London. ^* While looking,'' he says, " over a 
wonderful collection of old carriages in the coach-house of 
the late Sir Geoi^e Dunbar, with great C springs and 
rumble behind, I remember remarking to the old coach- 
man that these carriages were worthy of being put into 
a museum. He repUed, ' Man/s the time I have driven 
them to London all the way.' On expressing my astonish- 
ment that they should have been so recently in use, he 
said, 'Ah, sir, these were the fine old times. We used 
to leave here about the end of October and reach London 
in about two months, travelling each day about thirty 
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miles, and staying ten days or a fortnight in Edinburgh 
to dine with the lawyers and settle oar law pleas. When 
we got near London we would meet other families also 
going in, and the young folks would have rare times. We 
left London about the beginning of April, and took a 
similar time to reach home. Of course/ he said, ' we often 
had to rest the horses and get them shod, and such events 
lost us a day now and then."' Dr Ross observes that 
these were the picturesque days of travelling, when men 
took time to look at the country and to know the people. 

The work of constructing the Caledonian Canal greatly 
assisted in opening up the Highlands and in distributing 
money during a tiying period. For nearly twenty years 
the Canal employed large relays of workmen, many of 
them day labourers, many skilled masons and carpenters 
from the counties of Nairn and Mor&j. Exclusive of 
payment for land and for damage (which came in the end 
to £48,000), the estimated cost of construction was 
£474,531. This sum, however, was greatly exceeded. 
When the waterway was opened in 1822, the cost had 
reached £884,000, and subsequent operations, completed in 
1847 or a little later, brought the total up to £1,300,000.* 

* The following figures, taken frokn the official reports on 
the OKQal, have been kindly supplied: — 

OVTLAT ON CaLKDOMIAN CaNAL FBOM OcTOBXB 1805 TILL 

Mat 1822. 

1. Management and Travelling Expenses 

2. Timber and Carriage thereof 

3. Machinery, Cast-iron Work, TooOs, &o. 

4. Qtiarnes and Maaonry 

5. Shipping 

6. Houses and other Buildings 

7. Labour and Workmanship — ^Daywork ... 

8. Do. do., Measure Work 

9. Purchase of Land and Payments on ac- 

count of Damages 

10. Purchase and Hire of Horses and Pro- 

vender 

11. Incidental Expenses 

12. Boad-making 

Balance at credit, Messrs Hoare's a/o... 

Total £885,147 7 2| 



£28,013 1 2J 
68,013 9 11 

117,336 7 Hi 

190,946 12 0} 
10,794 2 3* 
4,283 18 S^ 
30,886 2 11 

377,349 1 2i 


47,683 2 


8i 


2,966 
1,872 13 
4,026 19 


2 

8 
81 


£884,169 12 
987 16 


\> 
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The difficalties presented by the looee gravel of the bed, 
and the enormous riae in wages and prices during the 
Continental war, account for the increase in expenditure. 
Labourers who were paid from Is 6d to Is 8d per day in 
1803, received in 1814 from 28 4d to 28 6d, and skilled 
workmen shared in the advance, though in somewhat 
smaller proportion. The price of timber was doubled, and 
in the case of native fir, more than doubled in the same 
period. The native fir and birch came largely from 
Lochiel's forest and from Glenmoriston, and was reported 
by Telford to be particularly hard and soimd, more durable 
in vessels and wheeling planks than Baltic timber at double 
the expense. The dressing stone was obtained at the 
east end from Redcastle, but at the west end had to be 
transported from the Cumbraes; rubble was got at the 
one end from dachnaharry and at the other from the 
north shore of LodiieL The work excited interest as a 
national undertaking, though grumblings were naturally 
heard about the expenditiure. At length, in 1818, naviga- 
tion was allowed during summer on the Loch-Ness side, 
biit was doced in November as a precaution against floods. 
In June 1820 a steamboat was placed on the route by Mr 
Henry Bell, to ply between Inverness and Fort-Augustus, 
and in October 1822 the Canal was opened from sea to sea, 
amidst general jubilation. Hie member for the County 
(the Right Hon. Charles Grant) and his father, with a party 
of gentlemen from town and cx>unty, travelled by the 
steamer on her first through voyage. There was a grand 

Mr Charles Grant, M.P., said, at the opening of the Canal, 
that tlie total labour end workmanship from October 1803 till 
May 1822 was £645,987 98 Ofd. 

The Canal expenditure up till 1848 was £1,306,032 3s 5cl, 
less £5,906 17s 9d in bank at 1st May of that year.— 

Total £1,306,032 3 6 

Less 6,906 17 9 

Net total £1,300,125 17 9 

It was originally intended to have raised Loch-Ness 6^ feet, 
but it was finished 2 feet short of this. (See Walker ana 
Pur^ess* Boport, June 1847). 
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dinner at Fort- William to celebrate the memorable 
occasion. The financial returns from the Canal have 
proved disappointing, but it has helped to make the High- 
lands accessible, and has made a beautiful route familiar 
to travellers from all parts of the world. During the time 
of its construction, the expenditure mitigated the poverty 
which might otherwise have proved serious in its effects. 

Our period saw changes as great in the conveyance by 
sea as by land and canal. Mr James Suter mentions that 
in 18Q4 smacks began to ply regularly between Inverness 
and London, for the first seven years going once in three 
weeks, and afterwards once in ten days. The 8ma<^ 
called at Cromarty, and latterly seem to have started from 
that place. The time taken depended on the winds. The 
voyage seems sometimes to have lasted from ten to fourteen 
days. Mr Joseph Mitchell says he made the passage in 
a smack from Aberdeen in six days. Occasionally the 
voyage was much more expeditious. In February 1815, 
for instance, we are told that the Inverness Packet arrived 
at Buighead from Gravesend in the short space of seventy 
hours, having outstripped the mail by thirfy-four hours. 
Steam navigation sprang up while the Canal was in 
progress, and the waterway, as we have seen, was utilised 
even before it was fully opened. The first steam vessel, the 
Comet, was placed on the Clyde by Henry Bell in 1812, 
and in the next ten years the new system of navigation 
came into general use. In December 1820, Sir Hugh 
Innes of Lochalsh made arrangements for the running of 
a steamboat between Glasgow and Kyleakin once a-week. 
It is recorded that she made her first voyage in 35 hours 
and 50 minutes, and the return voyage in 40 hours and 
16 minutes, the latter in spite of heavy gales. In May 
1821 a steamer was launched at Dumbarton to complete 
the connection with Inverness by way of Aberdeen. Thus 
almost at the same time the Highlands came into posses- 
sion of a complete system of roads, of steam service by sea, 
and of the advantages of communication by the Caledonian 
Cfinal. 
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The rural economy of the Highlands underwent a vital 
change during the period under oonsideraticnL The 
abolition of heritable jurisdicdons after ijhe rising of 1745 
changed the whole constitution of Highland society. 
Though it was absolutely necessary to take away the feudal 
powers which the chiefs possessed, the measure, from an 
economic point of view, had unfortunate effects. It was 
inevitable that under the new circumstances a commercial 
system should take the place of the patriarchal, but the 
change was too sudden and revc^uUonary. It must not, 
however, be forgotten that the oocupaaoy of land in the 
Highlands at the time was essentiaUy on an unsoimd 
basis. Tacksmen related in blood to the chief held con- 
siderable tracts at low rents, and sub-let to the body of 
the peofde, whose payments helped to support the middle- 
men in comfort Cottars, with still smaller patches of 
soil, added to the numbers of the population. The time 
had now come when the presence c^ a large body of men 
was no longer necessary to support the dignity of a chief, 
and as proprietor his thoughts turned to the improvement 
of his rent-roll. The tacksmen resented the increased 
demands made upon them, and began to emigrate. 
During this state of friction farmers from the Southern 
counties came to the Highlands and offered large sums for 
land as sheep walks. The process began on the Glengarry 
estates in 1782, and went rapidly forward. Mr Fraser- 
Maddntosh says that in 1768 the rental of the Glengarry 
estates was only a little over £700, and in 1802 it had 
risen so enormously that it exceeded £5000. There was 
a large emigration from Knoydart in 1786, and another 
even larger in 1802. In the latter year three vessds 
sailed from Fort-William to Quebec, carrying with them 
hundreds of Highlanders, who were a great loss to the 
old country, but who enridied the land to whidi they 
went. In 1792 sheep-farming had spread to such an extent 
in the counties of Ross and Sutherland that it led to 
serious riots, the people attempting to drive the sheep 
away. This, however, did not stop the movement The 
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authorities were strong, and the people, who were peaceful 
at heart, submitted, but with passionate protestations, 
whidi still evoke profound sympaijjhy. In 1817 the Sheep 
and WooL Fair was established at Inverness. Up tiU 
this time and afterwards, in spite of eviction and emigra- 
tion, the population continued to increase. It was 
stimulated, no doubt, by the growth of the kelp industry 
on the western seaboard and islands, which gave employ- 
ment to many people, but which bn^e down just about 
the end of our period, and brought in a new element of 
distress. It must also be remembered that there were 
wide districts which were never cleared, and in which the 
old imperfect system of agriculture was gradually sup^ 
planted by newer methods. It was diuing the first 
quarter of the century that a real beginning was made 
with the improvement of cultivation. 

There is a survey of the County of Inverness prepared 
for the Board of Agriculture in 1808 by Rev. Dr James 
Robertson, minister of Callander, in Perthshire, which 
contains many interesting particulars. Dr Robertson 
de^dores and condemns the depopulation of districts caused 
by the extension of sheep-farming. He also lets us see 
what the old system was like. He thinks there was too 
great a gulf between the tacksmen and the small tenants. 
He says that the culture of the potato, which fifty years 
before was almost unknown except in the gardens of the 
wealthy, had spread until it had become universal. He 
observes that one-half of the inhabitants of ScotjLand lived 
mainly on potatoes during eight or nine months in the 
year, and that the proportion so sustained was higher in 
the Highlands ttian in the rest of the country. The 
possibility of the crop failing did not strike him, as indeed 
at that time there was nothing to foreshadow such 
disaster. He states that the lower dass of Highlanders 
lived in greater condort and plenty than in any former 
generation. There was no neoessity to bleed cattle in 
bad seasons to supplement the '* pittance of meal." The 
housing of the great majority of the people was, however. 
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as bad generally as it still remains in some of the outer 
islands. The dwellings of the better dass — ^the small 
minority — ^were comfortable, but all the rest were of the 
most miserable description. ''The huts of the Indians 
bordering on the Lakes of St Lavrrence," says Dr Robert- 
son, "cannot be worse in point of structure and 
accommodation." A communicatioa to a newspaper just 
beyond our present period supplies some curious par- 
ticulars. The writer assumes the population of an 
ordinaiy Highland parish to be about 2000, and he says 
that three-fourths, or more nearly four-fifths, lived in black 
huts. He thinks there may be 500 huts in such a parish 
and 500 outhouses, making a total of 1000; and he puts 
the cost of erection at £12 a-piece, making a total value 
of £12,000. Improvement, however, was at work. The 
Highland Society of Scotland did much for agriculture by 
the oiler of premiums, and local Farming Societies were 
established to promote the movement. On the part of 
the proprietors the difficulty of providing satisfactory 
houses and steadings for small holdings no doubt helped 
to bring about the enlargement of farms and the decrease 
of population. 

Without attempting to describe the general condition 
of Highland agriculture in the olden time, concerning 
which much has been written elsewhere, it may be interest- 
ing to give a few further gleanings from Dr Robertson's 
survey. He speaks more than once of the number of 
horses kept by the small tenants before the introduction 
of sheep farming. These horses were allowed to roam 
the moors at large, and sent down in annual droves to the 
Lowlands for sale. They were of a poor kind, and in Dr 
Robertson's opinion not remimerative. ''There is,'' he 
says, "no species of bestial more useless or expensive 
than an idle horse. In Glenmoriston alone, a district of 
no great extent, a gentleman of veracity told me there had 
been 900 horses until very lately. In a fine meadow of 
a well^ultivated part of the country I reckoned six small 
horses grazing upon one farm." Dr Robertson describes 
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the method of ferrying the cattle from Skye across the 
sound at Kylerhea. The animals were forced to swim. 
" For this purpose the drovers purchased ropes, which are 
cut at the length of three feet, having a noose at one end. 
This noose is put round the under-jaw of every cow, taking 
care to leave the tongue free. The reason given for 
leaving the tongue loose is that the animal may be able 
to keep the salt water from going down its throat in such 
a quantity as to fill all the cavities in the body, which 
would prevent the action of the lungs ; for every beast is 
found dead, and said to be drowned at the landing-place, 
to which this mark of attention has not been paid.'' Each 
cow was tied to the tail of the cow before, forming a string 
of six or eight; and a man in the stem held the rope of 
the foremost cow. The most favourable passage was at 
high water, and very few beasts were lost. It is said 
^at from 5000 to 8000 cattle were taken across in this 
fashion in course of the year. I>r Robertson condemns 
the practice of casting turf for fuel or for thatching, which 
spoilt the pasture ground. Ploughmakers and cart- 
wrights had only recently settled in the low and central 
parts of the county. The late proprietor of Cantray was 
the first to introduce a thrashing mill driven by horses, 
having imported the machinery and tradesmen from Leith. 
The number of sheep in Inverness-shire in 1808 was 
reckoned at. 50,000, having doubled in ten years. " The 
old indigenous sheep, which are small, fine-wooUed, and 
altogether white, are still very numerous. The Linton 
breed, or those with black legs and faces, are the most 
prevalent. Stocks of Cheviot sheep are gaining ground, 
because their wool is much finer, and their carcase equally 
large with the Linton breed." At that time there was no 
regular deer forest in the county, except at Lochiel, though 
** there are straggling deer to be met with in almost 
every part of the mountainous districts."* Dr Robertson 

* Tlio late Mr Macpherson, in his book on ''Church and 
Social Life in the Highlands," gives extracts respeoting the 
old deer forestfi from a paper written by Captain Lachlan Mac- 
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gpeaks very highly of the moral and law-abiding character 
of the people. " Single individuals travel unarmed, in all 
directioQB, through the Highlands, with thousanda of 
pounds in their pockets, to purchase catUe, without dread 
or annoyance." Finally, we may quote the following 
passage relating to home industries: — 

" The domestic manufacture of this county is very consider- 
able, because ui>wards of sixty thousand of the inhabitants, 
out of a population of seventy-four thousand, may be said to 
be clothed oy their home-span and home-wrought stuffs of 
various kinds, excepting bonnets, handkerchiefs, and a few 
more articles for female^ or Sunday's attire. 

*' The housewives, andf their daughters, and servant-maids, 
are more industrious thaoi one could suppose, in a country 
where the pastoral habits and employments still continue so 
much to prevail. Ilieir cloths are woven by the countrv 
weavers, and dressed by the dyers in the neighbourhood. 
Their tartans and plaids are universally admired for fineness 
of fabric, brilliaoicy of colours, and the taste displayed in the 
variety of setts or patterns. This display of ingenuity and 
industry, is by no means confined to the common people. 
Many ot the ladies of fortune understand the ail of dyeing 
to great perfection, not only with respect to the more easy 
and cheap colours, but even ss to the mo: e delicate and vivid 
kinds, which they often execute full as lively and permanently 
as the most skilful and experienced dyers in the great towns. 
To enmnerate all the instances of these thrifty habits would 
be endless. I shall mention only one or two, as a specimen 
of the rest. At a gentleman's house in Locbaber, I saw two 
hearthrugs of the most beautifi^ mixed cok>un; one dosen 
of chair-covers woven, and another dozen sewed by a stitch 
called vigo (well-known to ladies), having five different slisdes 
of green, four of red, three of purple, a black ground, with a 
yellow Sind white edging; all spun, and dyed, and sewed in 
the house. The whole drawing-room funiiture, sopha and 
chair-covers, was of the same kind; sixteen carpets, of 
different patterns. The bed and table linen was countless : 
as also the bLankets, which, in warmth and fahric, were equal, 
and in fineness, superior, to those sold in the great towns, 

pherson, " Old Biallid," who died in 1858. He says that at 
one time the deer forests poesessod by the Earls of Huntly 
commemsed at Ben Avon, in Banffshire, and terminated at Bea- 
Nevis, near Fort'-William, a distanoe of seventy miles, with- 
out a break except for tlie estate of B^ithiemufrchaSj about two 
miles in breadth. *' No alteiution took place until after the 
Rising of 1745, when, the whole forests were let as grasings, 
except Gaick, which the Ihike of Qordon continued as a deer 
forest until about the year 1788, when it was let as a sheep 
walk, and continued so until 1826, when the late Duke of 
Gordon (then Mai*quis of Huntly) re-established it." (See also 
pages 48 and 49 of this volume.) 
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under the name of being impoited from the Soath. Shawls 
and gownB of twisted woratea, and! tartans of the most lirelv 
colours, beantifnlly diversified, and yarious other articles, all 
Bpxm, and dyed in the family, under the inspection, aoid by 
direction of Mrs Gameron of Fassfern. In the opposite side 
of the ooonty. ICrs Mac^herson, at Mains of Ardersier, near 
Fori-(}eoTee, besides man^ other articles of industry, which 
it might be thought tedious to enumerate in detail, sends 
every year to the bleaching between three and four hundred 
vards of linen, spun in her own house, from the flax raised by 
her husband." 

It ifl ourious to note that while the system of sheep-farming 
was extending, mudi alarm and lamentation were caused 
by the constant stream of emigration. One of the objects 
of the construction of the Caledonian Canal was to stop 
this movement. Mr Telford, in his report of 1802, says 
that about three thousand persons had left our shores in 
the previous year, and he was infonned that three times 
that number were preparing to leave in oouise of the 
year in whidi he was writing. The men who were going 
were not without resources. " The very high price of 
black cattle," says Mr Telford, ** has facilitated the means 
of emigration, as it has furnished the old farmers with a 
portion of capital which enables them to transport their 
famiUee beyond the Atlantic." At the present day a 
passage to Canada or the States is an easy thing. At 
that time, however, the passage occupied from six weeks 
to two months, and was often accomplished in vessels ill- 
equipped with water and provisions. The tale is one on 
which no one cares to dwell. 

There is a sentence in Loid Cockbum's Memodals 
which describes the warlike atmosphere of a protracted 
period. Of the peace of 1814 he says: — ** Old men, but 
especially those in whose memories the American War 
ran into the French one, had only a dim recollection of 
what peace was; and middle-aged men knew it now for 
the first time." Even then there was still the final con- 
flict to come with Napoleon, before the battle of Waterloo 
put an end to the dash of arms. During the wars the 
Highland regiments were winning those laurels which 
huve made their n^ones famous. For home defence therQ 
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were Fendble regiments, some Volunteers, regular 
militia, and latterly the Local Militia, instituted in 1808 
and suspended in 1816. The Fencible regiments formed 
a home force in Scotland, raised by recruiting instead <^ 
by ballot, but the last of them were disbanded early in 
the nineteenth century. The Local Militia slathered into 
its ranks the greater part of the young manhood of the 
country, drawn by ballot between the ages of eighteen 
and thirty, each county being obliged to furnish a force 
of the kind six times as large as the regular mOitia quota. 
It is not surprising that with constant war abroad and 
periodical warlike training at home, the military spirit 
was dominant. In the newspapers of the time there are 
frequent references to the Local Militia. The Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat was Colonel of the 1st Inver- 
ness-shire regiment and Glengarry of the second; and 
authority was given to Highland battalions to wear the 
Highland dress as their uniform. Apparently this 
permission was granted on the application of Glengarry, 
who, whatever his faults, cherished an enthusiastic pride 
in the Highland name. 

The practice of illicit distillation became exceedingly 
prevalent during the period with which we are dealing. 
About the year 1814 two causes operated to increase the 
practice to an enormous degree. The first was the pass- 
ing of an Act which prohibited the use of stills of less 
capacity than 500 gallons, a measure which served as a 
complete interdict to legal distilling in the Highlands. 
The second and more permanent cause was the distress 
which set in after 1815, owing to the fall in agricultural 
prices at the close of the war. Matters then became so 
serious that the county authorities petitioned Government 
to legalise the use of small stills. This was conceded in 
1816, stills of 40 gallons capacity being allowed, and the 
duty reduced. But the new Act was surrounded by so 
many restrictions that the distilleries which were estab- 
lished failed to become successful The legal distiller 
was obliged to make }iis wash oi a specific strength, and 
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to pay duty on a Bpedfio quantity of spirits, whether he 
was able to extract the required amount or not. In 
point ci fact» he was required to produce one-fourth or 
one-fifth more than the smuggler, and so it was true that 
smuggled whisky was at that time better in quality than 
the whisky legally distilled. It was not until 1823 that 
a new Act was passed which conceded more liberal regu- 
lations, and allowed distillers to warehouse spirits without 
payment of duty. Accordingly, the year 1823 saw both 
the dimax in smuggling and the turn in the tide. 

When smuggling was at its height the whole Highland 
district was involved in it, from east to west and from 
north to south. Bands of men carried the product of 
their stills through the glens on ponies, and often resisted 
the officers of the law. The militaiy had to be called in 
to help the Excise. The late Mr Joseph Mitchell 
mentions that one morning when, as a young man, he was 
driving up Glenmoriston before breakfast, he met twenty- 
five Highland ponies tied to each other, carrying two kegs 
of whisky apiece, uid attended by ten or twelve men 
armed with bludgeons. They looked at Mr Mitchell with 
suspicion, but at length one of them said to his companion, 
** You need not mind ; it is the son of Mitchell, the man 
of the high roads'' (his father being superintendent under 
Telford), and they treated him to a dram. During the 
same period quantities of wines and foreign spirits were 
smuggled in from Holland. Under date of Decembec 
1821, the '' Cburier " contains an account of a strange case 
which was tried at a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness. 
The shoremaster had been accommodating enough to bury 
in his garden eighteen kegs of gin which the skipper of a 
smack had picked up at sea, and moreover, to ensure 
concealment, had planted cabbages over the spot. The 
kegs having been discovered, the culprits were prosecuted, 
but they pleaded that the gin was flotsam, that the 
statute allowed them twenty-four hours to give notice to 
the Excise, and that the officers had made their seizure 
before the expiry of this period of grace. The Court 
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aotaally aooepted the plea, and tlie defenders had the 
audacity to give notice that they intended to ndae an 
action against the Excise officers for ill^al detention of 
the vessel It is not likely that the action ever came off. 

Naturally there were great complaints as to the 
demoralising character of smuggling. The community 
was infected with it from top to bottom. Fannera found 
a market and obtained a better price for their grain 
through the illicit traffic; landowners secored higher 
rents ; the people generally obtained cheaper whisky. At 
a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness in 1823, no fewer 
than 400 persons from the districts of the Aird, Strath- 
glass, and Urquhart were fined for illicit distillation or 
for selling spirits without a licence. In the same year 
there were 14,000 detections in the Highlands for breaches 
of the Excise laws. The Act of that year helped to 
improve matters, assisted by the spread of education and 
the influence of the dergy. But much was likewise due 
to the increased activity and determination of the Excise, 
and the enforcement of high penalties. The Justices had 
been in the habit of imposing fines much below the mini- 
mum authorised by law. At the time of the passing of 
the new Act, however, the authorities resolutely de- 
manded that the minimum of £20 should be imposed, 
otherwise six months' imprisonment. The Justices de- 
murred, and some of them talked of resigning. They 
were not aware of the resources of the Department. In 
a prosecution in Banffshire, when the Justices proved 
obstinate, the Excise transferred the cases to the Court 
of Exchequer, which subjected the offenders to penalties 
varying from £100 to £500 a-piece. This seems to have 
broken down the opposition, and the enforcement of stiff 
penalties by local Justices proved a deterrent to the 
smugglers. In 1834 the number of detections had fallen 
to 692. 

The Church of Scotland at this time held almost un- 
disputed sway in the Highlands, except for the Catholic 
and Episcopalian sections of the population. There was 
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veiy little dissent of any other kind; only a few small 
congregations founded under special circumstances. The 
Chundi was earnest in its work, both in the religious and 
educational fields. The people out of their poverty con- 
tributed freely to such objects as were brought heiore 
them. For instance, there was a Northern Missionary 
Socieiy founded in 1800, which raised in twenty-two 
yeara about £3000 for missionary purposes, and had by 
no means at that date come to an end of its career. In 
1823 a sum of £50,000 was granted by Government for 
providing additional places of worship in the Highlands 
and Islands. By the erection of churches and manses 
this sum made provision for over forty additicmal mini- 
sters, whose services were appreciated in the wide rural 
parishes. In the matter of education the GaelioHspeaking 
population was very backward. But there was constant 
effort for im{Mx>vement. In 1811 a Gaelic School Society 
was established in Edinburgh; in 1818 a Society for the 
education of the poor was formed at Inverness. In a 
report which the latter Society issued in 1826, it is cal* 
culated that in the Hebrides and other western parte of 
Inverness and Ross, 70 persons in the hundred could not 
read; in the mainland parts of the Northern Highlands, 
40 in the hundred. According to the same report, there 
was in the western district only one copy of the Bible for 
every eight persons above the age of eight years, and in 
other districts only one copy for three persons. In 1825 
the General Assembly appointed a Conunittee ior the 
purpose of increasing the means of education and religious 
instruction. From this step great benefit accrued. The 
Bible Societies also gave valuable assistance in providing 
GaeGo Bibles. 

There are several names that frequently occur in the 
annals of the Highlands in the early part of the century. 
The two Charles Grants, father and son, exercised in sue- 
oessioa great influenoe as members of Parliament from 
1802 until 1835. Other distinguished persons took a 
leading part in the social life of the country, either as 
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residents or occasional visitors. The Nortliem Meeting 
then, as now, was the culminating point of the Highland 
season. The famous Lady Jane, Duchess of Gordon, was 
a prominent patnm of this assembly, supported by her 
son, the Marquis of Huntly, and by one or other of those 
daughters who had made such brilliant marriages. The 
Duchess delighted to spend the autumn at Kinrara, enjoy- 
ing a sim{de Arcadian life after the toils of London society. 
Miss Elizabeth Grant of Bothiemurdius, afterwards Mrs 
Smith of Baltiboys, describes the un^Nretending accommo- 
dation and the frank enjoyment of hostess and visitors. 
" Half the London world of fashion, all the clever people 
that could be hunted out from all parts, aU the north 
country, all the neighbourhood from far and near, with- 
out regard to wealth or station, and all the kith and kin 
of both Gordons and Maxwells, flocked to this encamp- 
ment in the wilderness during the fine autumns to enjoy 
the free life, the pure air, and the wit and fun the Duchess 
brought with her to the mountains." Mrs Smith also says 
that Lord Huntly was the life of social gatherings. *' He 
was young, gay, handsome, fond of his mother, and often 
with her; and so general a favourite that all the people 
seemed to wake up when he came amongst them." The 
Duchess died in London in April 1812, and her remains 
were brought North by her son, and interred in a 
sequestered spot chosen by herself not far from Kinrara 
House. The Marquis was the last of his line. He 
married in 1813 Elizabeth Brodie, daughter of Brodie of 
Amhall, but without issue. In 1827, on the death of 
his father, he succeeded to the dukedom, and to an 
encumbered property. Before his death in 1836 he had 
to part with Lodiaber and a portion of his Badenoch 
estates. The late Dr Carruthen, in his Highland Note- 
book, gives the following interesting reminiscences of the 
closing days of the ** gay and gallant Marquis " after he 
had become Duke of Gordon : — 

" There certainly never was a better chairman of a festive 
party. He could not make a set speech ; and on one occa- 
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sion when Loid Liverpcx^ asked him to move or second an 
address at the opening of a session of Parliament, he gaiiy 
replied that he would undertake to please all their lorduiips 
if they adjourned to the (Xty o{ London Tavern, but he oomd 
not undertake to do the same in the House oc Lords. He 
exoelled in short, unpremeditated addresses, whioh were 
always liveljr and to the point. We heard him once on an 
occasion which would have been a meloncholv one in any 
other hands. He had been compelled to sell the greater 
part ol his property in the district of Badenoch, to lessen the 
pressure of his difficidties, and emancipate himself, in some 
measure, from legal trustees. The gentlemen of the district 
resolved, before parting with their noble landlord, to invite 
him to a public dinner in Kingussie. A piece of plate, or 
some other mark of regard, would perhaps have been more 
apropos, and less iMiinful in its associations: but the dinner 
was eiven end received. Champagne flowed like water ; the 
Highlanders were in the full costimae of the mountains, and 
great excitement prevailed. When the Duke stood up, his 
tall, graoefid form sliglitly stooping with age, and his grey 
hairs shading his sm^h, bald forehead, with a general's 
broad riband across his breast, the thunders of aipplause were 
like a waning cataract or mountain toirent in flood. Tears 
sparkled in his eyes, and ho broke out with a liasty acknow- 
ledgment of the honours paid to him ; he alluded to the time 
when he roamed their nills in jrouth, ^thering recruits 
among their mountains for the service of his countiy — ^to the 
strong attachment which his departed mother entertained for 
eveiy cottage and familv among them^~and to his own 
affection for the Highlands, which he said was as Arm and 
lasting aa the Bock of Gairngorm, which he was still proud 
to possess. The latter was a statement of fact: in the sale 
of the propei-ty the Duke had stipulated for retaining that 
wild mountain ranee called the Gairngorm Rocks. The effect 
of this short and j^eling speech — so powerful is the language 
of nature and genuine emotion — ^was as strong as the most 
finished oratioii could produce.'' 

On Hie death of the nobleman who figures in this pathetio 
scene, the entailed estates — still a splendid patrimony — 
went to the Duke of Richmond, the grandson of Duchess 
Jane by her eldest daughter. The ancient title was 
revived in 1876, and the present venerable peer holds the 
honotuns of Duke of Richmond and Gordon. 

There were other three great proprietors who oompied 
a prominent place, and who experienced their share of 
human troables. The last Earl of Seaforth was a man of 
maxiEed ability, whose mental endowments triumphed over 
the defects of deafness and imperfect speedi. But he 
lived during a lavish period, and he was, at least for a 
time, a member of the extravagant circle which gathered 
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round the Prince Regent. He was also involved in Wert 
Indian plantations which proved unprofitable. So his 
property became embarrassed, and part of it had to be 
sold. His four sons predeceased him, the last two dying 
in 1813 and 1814 ; and Lord Seaforth himself, broken in 
heart, passed away in the beginning of 1815, leaving the 
estates that remained to a widowed daughter. The Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat^ the last surviving son of the 
famous Lord Simon, was a careful and attentive businesa 
man, who managed his affairs with credit and success. He 
was proud of his Highland descent, and assisted the Duke 
of Montrose in getting rid of the law which pro- 
hibited the wearing of the Highland dressw But in his 
case also his sons, five in all, predeceased him. The 
eldest son, the last of the family, represented the County 
of Inverness in Parliament from 1796 until 1802. By 
his death the deed of entail came into operation which 
secured the sucoession to the Strichen branch of the 
family. The Hon. Archibald Fraser died in the same 
year as Lord Seaforth, 1815, but at an interval oi eleven 
months. The third of these conspicuous proprietors was 
Macdonell of Glengarry, who suooeeded to a fine inheri- 
tance, uid squandered it away. His ambition was to be 
a Highland Chief of the olden time, so far as that could 
be attained under modem conditions. Glengarry moved 
about with a body of retainers, which constituted his "tail." 
He was always eager for a leading place among his con- 
temporaries. Though he possessed talent and many 
kindly qualities, his overbearing temper led him repeat* 
edly into difficulties, and his careless expenditure far 
exceeded his income. The estates were deeply involved 
before his death in 1828, and after his time they passed 
from the family. Many other Highland families, who 
were less prominent before the world, transmitted their 
estates unimpaired to their sucoessars. 

To come to the town of Inverness. A publi&spirited 
Provost, William Inglis of Kingsmills, died in 1801. He 
was a merchant and banker, and is characterised by Mr 



INTBODVCnON. XXXIX 

James Suter as the most useful Magistrate the town ever 
possessed till that date, '* the founder of its finest build- 
ings, and some of its most valuable institutions, and for 
thirty years the chief promoter of its improvements." 
Among the most influential men who succeeded him were 
Mr Oikean, Mr Grant of Bught^ and Dr Robertson of 
Aultnaskiach. Mr Gilzean was a pluralist, being sheriff, 
collector of customs, and distributor of stamps, and yet 
able to hold office as Provost. He is said to have left a 
fortune of from £50,000 to £60,000, which was a large sum 
for those days, espedaUy in a town like Inverness. Mr 
Orant has been described as a '^ kindly man of dignified 
manners," who promoted social intercourse, and was 
personally popular. Dr Robertson seems to have been 
the ablest and most public-spirited of the three, but as 
time went on he became identified with the party which 
resisted the demand for reform, and so lost some of his 
popularity. A curious incident in the history of the 
burgh was the suspension of its "Bet" or constitution, 
which took place in 1818, and lasted for several years. 
According to the constitution, Councillors and Magistrates 
were to be residenters, '* and actuaUy trafficking merchants 
or midtmen." Objection was taken that one Councillor 
and two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants nor 
maltmen. The Corporation pleaded usage, but rather 
than incur the expense of appearing before the Court of 
Session in Edinbui^gh, they allowed judgment to go 
against thenL Those who defended the practice which 
had crept into existence contended that the objection was 
an attempt to narrow the constitution of the bui^h ; that 
to confine the qualifications to the classes specifically 
mentioned was a retrograde step. There was obvious 
truth in this view, but doubtiess there were personal feel- 
ings at the bottom of the quarrel, and a desire to over- 
throw what was regarded by the objectors as a local 
autocracy. The Court of Session disapproved of the 
applioation, though they felt bound to give effect to the 
tedmical objection, llie election of n member of Farlif^ 
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ment for the Burghs was in the hands of the Town 
Councils, which practically meant the Provosts, and the 
selection really rested alternately with the Provost of 
Inverness and the Provost of Forres. It is not surprising 
that these gentlemen were loth to relinquish a privilege 
which conferred upon them hoth influence and patronage. 
When Robert Grant, a younger son of Charles Grant, got 
notice to quit from the representation before the Reform 
Act of 1832, it was generally believed that a question of 
local patronage was as much the cause of his dismissal as 
the divergence of his political views from those of the local 
magnates of the day. 

In the early part of the centuiy the town consisted of 
h'ttJe more than the stroets which now form its centre — 
High Street, Bridge Street, Church Street, Oastie Street, 
and New Street (or Academy Street), with a humble off- 
shoot at East Gate. In Home's map of 1774 the west 
side consists of a few blocks of building going as far down 
as about the present Groig Street Bridge. There was 
then a wide open space occupied diiefly by what is called 
the Red Yard, and after that a few more houses about 
the Green of Muirtown. An old channel of the river — 
but not the main channel — appears at the Abban. There 
is a road shown running across the mouth of this channel 
and down to Kessock, the only road to Keaso^k in those 
days. Behind the road, marking the old channel, are the 
words, " Stones called Bowbridge" ; and behind this again 
an open space bearing the woixla on the map, "a salt 
water lake called the Nabon." The land running part €i 
the way alongside consists 6t endoeures caDed Dalnabon, 
and the road to Beauly is traced between Dalnabon and 
high-water mark. The Centenarian says that in his boy* 
hood, say about 1765, there were only fifteen "smckea" 
and eight small windows, with the exception of Phopachy 
House, between the "Bine House and Kessock Ferry. 
Improvement had set in before the end of the eighteenth 
century, due in no small measure, as the writer ol the 
Old Statistical Account sa^s, to the ^at influx of money 
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iiom the East and West Indies, and to the establishment 
of factories. The Northern Meeting Booms were erected 
in 1790; the Royal Academy and the Jail and Court- 
House in Bridge Street, in 1791. In 1796 the principal 
streets were levelled and paved, and dachnacudain — ^the 
Stone of the Tubs — ^was removed from the centre of High 
Street to a place under the Cross. In 1798 ihe Chapel 
of Ease, now the U.F. East Church, was built. In 1800 
the Castle Hill was enclosed by a waU; in 1803 the 
Northern Infirmary was erected, and the same year the 
lands of Merkinch were feued. In 1808 the Wooden 
Bridge was erected, and next year an embankment was 
formed between that point and Douglas Row. In 1812 
the Head of Church Street was widened, and Geddes's 
building was erected, apparently the fine block opposite 
the Exchange. In 1813 the embankment of the town 
lands at the Longman was completed, and in 1815 the 
Thombush Pier was built and the Harbour deepened. 
These particulars are given in James Suter's Memora- 
bilia. 

The old stone bridge (destroyed by the flood of 1849) 
was a fine featture in the town, described by Telford as 
the handsomest old bridge in Great Britain. The remains 
of the old Castle are shown in a picture of 1820, but they 
disappeared during the next few yeaiB, the stones probably 
forming a quany for other buildings. The Centenarian 
says that the roads north and south of the bridge were 
carried out under the direction of Provost Robertson, 
who also widened the west end of Bridge Street at his own 
expense, removing the turnpike stairs in front and setting 
back his property. The work appears to have been 
carried out in the winter of 1816 and 1817, during a period 
of severe distress in the town. A contemporary notice 
says that "elegant and commodious roads have been 
made on both banks of the river, and extensive footpaths 
have been formed, which certainly add much to the 
comfort and to the health of the inhabitants." Part of 
these improvements was the Ladies' Walk on the river- 
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bank, which derived its name from the fact that it was 
made at the expense of some generous ladies. In the 
winter of 1817 the walk was injured by a flood, and some 
pei'son or persons who had made a bet on the result of 
the burgh Parliamentaiy election and won it, applied the 
proceeds to the repair of the path. Telford Street was 
built for the accommodation of engineers and superin- 
tendents during the construction of the Canal. In 1818 
a new Hne of road was constructed from this street to the 
town. " The present entrance in that direction," we are 
informed, "passes through all the fllth of the Green of 
Muirtown, which is by far the most disagreeable and 
irregular access to the town ; the new entrance will pass 
directly from the line of elegant btiildings in Telford 
Street through the field on the north of the hovels on the 
Green, by Wells's Foimdry, to the fine embankment 
lately built on the west side of the river." The land was 
given free of charge by Mr Duff of Muirtown; and it is 
stated that few persons had done more than this gentle- 
man for the improvement of the neighbourhood. There 
were, as has been said, factories in the town for tanning, 
thread-making, bleaching, dyeing, and making cloth, but 
they were not permanently successful The fuel mostly 
used was poat and wood; coal only by tlie well-to-do 
classes. Mr Joseph Mitchell, who was bom in 1803, and 
passed his boyhood in the town, says that some of the 
houses were of considerable size, with turnpikes and pepper 
boxes outside; but Petty Street, the Maggot, and the 
west side of the river consisted mainly of huts. A stream 
of water ran across Church Street from School Lane, and 
was turned into a drain in 1818. 

In the year 1800, Dr John Leyden passed through the 
town of Inverness during the tour of which the Journal 
has recently been published. He says that he " beheld 
indeed very little that is not to be seen in every town"; 
also that "it contains some elegant buildings, but no 
regular streets or squares of neat houses." This negative 
account shows at least that there was nothing to call forth 
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the travellers' special animadversion. " Many of tihe 
houses/' he adds, "are of considerable antiquity, and have 
the arms of some Highland chieitain sculptured on a large 
slab inserted in the wall, from having been the town 
houses of tliese chieftains in feudal times." Leydeu 
climbed Craig-Phadrick, and continues — '* The finest view 
of Inverness is from the eminence above Muirtovm as you 
ascend Craig-Phadrick, one of die eminences of that ridge 
which conceals the Fraser country, or Aird. liere the 
apparent regularity of the arrangement and elegance of 
the structures greatly exceeds reality." Ihe entry is 
dated at Nairn, September 11th, and Leyden's apprecia- 
tion may have been chilled by the mists which led him, 
as he says, to abandon his proposed journey to Boss-shire. 
Dr MaccuUoch, whose Tour was published in 1824, and 
who was not given to enthusiasm, is much more apprecia- 
tive. He waxes eloquent in describing the beauty of 
the situation, and calls Inverness itself '' a clean town and 
a good-looking town," adding that " it possesses the best 
and the dvilest and cheapest inns in Scotland." We may 
fairly say that at the beginning of the nineteenth century 
the town was not behind other county towns in Scotland, 
aud had advantages over many of them, due to its position 
and surroundings. Since then, in outward appearance 
and in the character <tf its buildings, it has kept pace with 
any community in the land. Indeed, it has been rebuilt 
tb such an extent that, in spite of its ancient history, 
Inverness as it stands is essentLaUy modem. It only 
remains for its people to maintain the enterprise which 
their fathers in their day exhibited, and thus to keep up 
the march of improvement which so far has not failed. 
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No. I. 

BE changes that have occurred 
in the North of Scotland dar- 
ing the century which has luat 
closed will be understood in 
8ome detail by those who fol- 
low the chronicle now begun. 
It ia our hope to be able to proceed with 
the annals or the North, so as to form an 
index to the principal events of the century 
in the Hi^lands. This work cannot be com- 
pleted wiUiout occasional breaks, but it will 
be kept in view and carried out as circum- 
stances permit. A bare index, though ua^ul, 
would be comparatively dull, and we therefore 
give in most instances short paragraphs, 
including some not important in themselves, 
but interesting as illustrating the life or habits 
oi the period. 

For the first six and a-half years of the 
century, we have been obliged to fall back 
on the late Mr James Suter's Memorabilia, 
which consist of short notes of events of public 
interest. From the 7th of August 1807, we 
have the guidance of the 'Inverness Journal," 
and shall follow its files until the foundation 
of the ''Courier" in 1817. Our file of the 
"Journal" is not absolutely complete, but 
some of the missing numbers have already 
been placed at our disposal, and the other 
few btanks may be filled. The pubUsher of 
the "Journal," Mir John Young, printer and 
bookseller, issued several works in Gaelic and 
English, including a handsome edition of 
Macpherson's Ossian. ''Mr Young is said to 
have conducted the 'Journal' himself for a 
little t>me, but early in its career the editorial 
diair was taken by David Carey, a native of 
Arbroath, who discharged the duties for nearly 
five years. Carey was an author of consider- 
able versatility and ability — a poet, novelist, 
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and suooesaful pamphleteer. While in Inver- 
neaa he published a volume of poema, printed 
by Mr Young, 'CMg-Phadrick,' Ac. : Inver- 
ness, 1810. This volume is now chiefly 
valuable for the notes to the piece Craig- 
Phadrick, containing as they do mudi 
information on the early history of Inverness. 
In connection with the 'Journal/ it may be 
mentioned that a younger son of Mr Young's, 
Murdo Young, was long editor and latterly 
proprietor of the 'London Sun' and "IVue 
Sun' newspapers." (From Bibliography by 
the late John Noble in Scottish Notes and 
Queries. April 1888.) 

At the beginning of the century the means 
of communication were exceedingly limited. 
In 1804 smacks were established to run once 
in three weeks between Inverness and Lon- 
don. It was in 1806 that the first regular 
coach began to run to Perth by the Highland 
Road, but it seems for a time, though only for 
a short time^ to have been discontinued. The 
Acts of Parliament for the construction of the 
Caledonian Canal and the making of roads 
and bridges were passed in 1803. and for years 
afterwards work was plentiful tnroughout the 
Highlands. It will be observed that emi- 
gration was going on. apparently against the 
wish of public men, it we may judge from the 
expression of opinion given below, llie sad 
fate of a large party of emigrants from the 
north coast is chronicled by the "Journal." 

From Jamta SuUr^a Mtmorabilict. 

1800. — ^A keen contest took place for the repre- 
sentation of the County between A. Forbes of 
Culloden, 8. Frater, yr. of Lovat, and Charles 
Graat, when Mr Grant was returned, and 
continued to be member until 1819, when his 
son, the Right Hon. C. Grant, succeeded him. 

Ibid.---Sundav Schools first established in the 
town b;^ CJharles Grant. 

Ibid. — Episcopal CSiapel built. Expense, £700, 
defrayed by subscnptions and a loan of £200. 

Ibid.^A fund of £675 raised by voluntary 
subscriptions for relief of the poor. 

Ibid.— The Castle Hill enclosed with a walL 

Ibid. — Northern Missionary Society begun. [1822. 
This institution has collected at Inverness and 
Tain, since its commencement, about £3000 of 
voluntary contributions.] 

1801. — A large quantity of gunpowder exploded 
in the centre of the town, ny which seven 
persons were killed and many others wounded. 
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Almost all the houses in the middle of the 
town were injured and had their windows 
shattered on this occasion. 

Ibid. — ^The first jpublic nursery garden in this 
place formed, viz., the Telford Street one. 

Ibid. — ^In this year died William Inglis of Kinffs- 
mills, merchant and banker, a native of uie 
town and Provost of the Bursh, the ablest 
and most useful Magistrate it nad ever pos- 
seraed, the founder of its finest public buildings 
and of some of its most valuable institutions, 
and for 30 years the chief promoter of all its 
improvements. 

1802. — ^Regular cattle markets commenced at the 
Island. 

1803. — A chapel erected by the Seceder congrega- 
tion. [In 1820 this was converted into a iSoman 
Catholic Chapel.! 

Ibid. — Acts of Farliament passed for cutting the 
Caledonian Canal, and for making roads and 
building bridges in the Highlands of Scotland. 

Ibid. — ^The lands of Merkinch first feued out for 
building. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Infirmary opened for the 
reception of patients. Expense of building, 
£5000. Annual expenditure, about £700 or 
year. The whole defrayed by voluntary con- 
tributions, chiefly parochiaL 

1804. — Smacks begm to ply successfully at fixed 
days to and from London. At first the period 
of succession was once in three weeks. [In 1814 
it became one in ten days.] In 1770 vessels 
arrived from London only once in four or five 
weeks, and even these were very small; and 
at the same period the communication with 
Leith was not more frequent. At present the 
voyage to Leith is at least one in ten di^s. 

Ibid. — Sasso Ferrato's valuable picture of the 
Holy Family (bequeathed to the town by JameH 
Clark» of Naples, a native of Inverness) was 
placed ill the hall of the Academy. 

1805.— Theatre built. This building was the 
speculation of a private individual. 

Ibia. — ^Inverness-shire Farmer Society formed for 
the improvement of agriculture. [There was 
no meeting of this Society for many years 
previous to the spring of 1821. when it was 
revived.] 

Ibid.— The interest of a sum of £1500. be- 
queathed by Bailie Thomas Young, to be paid 
yearly to the poor and placed under the manage- 
ment of the Kirk Session. 

Ibid. — ^First iron foundry commenced. 

1806— First regular coach) to Perth by the High- 
land road. Mr Suter adds — ^This coach was 
soon discontinued, and the present useful estab- 
lishment was then projected. 
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Ibid.^Poor't Coal Fnnd bMUL Collectod chiefly 
at tlie church doon. Mr Suter Dotea^ that 
from the time thia fund waa atarted until the 
time he wrote (1822) £680 had been paid into 
it. 

Ibid. — ^Buildinga of Telford Street begun. 

1807. — Qunpowder magasine built at the Long- 
man. £xpenae, £250, paid by the Burgh. 



From the "Inverneaa JimmalJ*^ 

1807. 
The datea at the beginning of each paragraph 

are the datea of iaaue of the paper, not of tne 

eventi chronicled. 

August 7, 1807.— On thia date waa iaiued the 
brat number of the "Inyemeaa Journal.'* It 
bears the imprint aa publisher of John Young, 
bookseUer, Xnyemesa, and the price waa aix- 
pence per copy, by aubscription £1 7b 6d per 
annum. The paper waa iasued weekly on 
Friday. It consists of a well-printed sheet of 
four pages, five columns to a page. The first 
leading article begins by referring to the pro- 
gress that had been made in recent years in 
all the useful arta in the Northern Oonnties. 
"The face of Nature has, by the exertions of 
some disceminff and spirited indiriduals, 
happily assumed a different aspect, and new 
channels of industrious occupation have been 
opened for the surplus population of the 
County." The writer trusts '"it will be readily 
admitted that the value of these blessings may 
be enhanced and more fully appreciated by a 
more extended knowledge of tneir nature and 
effects; and that few sources of general in- 
formation are better calculated for the attain- 
ment of this desirable object than a well- 
conducted newspaper. Interested," the writer 
continues, "in ey^ythine that relates to the 
prosperity of a district of country to whidi we 
lie under so man^ obliffations, it shall be our 
earnest desire to iutromice into the Inyemesa 
Journal* every topic that may tend to ite im- 
provement and advantage." The number is 
well advertised, chiefly with siJes of timber 
and farms to let. One of the news paragraphs 
states that a bill has just been passed by the 
Legislature authorising the distulers in Soot- 
land hereafter to coomience working on the 
10th of November in each year, instead of the 
first of Octobw; the datSe being more con- 
venient than the other with respect to the 
harvest, the providing of cattle, hiring of 
servants, Ac. A communication appears nrom 
Sir Qeorge Mackenzie of Coul giving the results 
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of ezperiments with yaocination on membttn 
of his own family. He expresses the conviction 
that **cowpox, when properly managed, is a 
perfect safeguard agamst the most foathsome 
and pestilential disease to which the human 
frame is subject." 

August 14. — ^liie Inverness-shire Farmer Society 
met on 7th inst, when office-bearers were 
elected, the Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being 
President, and Mr John Young, bookseller, 
secretary. The Society met qusrterlv. The 
subject set down for discussion at the Noyember • 
meeting was "What is the best rotatioa of 
crops for land that has been limed?" 

August 21.— Majority of the eldest scm of the 
Marquis and Marchioness of Stafford celebrated 
on oth inst. A company of 60 dined at 
Dornoch, Lord Reay in the chair. "Two com- 
panies of the Sutherland Volunteers attended 
and fired volleys after each of the leading toasts." 
Other five companies ol the battabon were 
entertained on the Links of Golspie., lliere 
was another battalion, the compames of which 
were entertained in Lord Beay's county and 
in Assynt. 

Ibid.— "Died here, on the 9th curt., Mr Thomas 
Hossack, officer of Excise. He was stationed 
in this place for upwards of 30 years, a cir- 
cumstanoe which anorda the best proof di his 
integrity as an c^cer and of his good conduct 
as a member of society." 

August 28. — ^Memoir of Udooel Patrick Madeod, 
of the 78th, who fell commanding a detachment 
stationed at £1 Hermet in Egypt to cover the 
Siege of Rosetta. He was the second son of 
Donald Madeod of Qeanies/ Sheriff-Depute of 
the County of Ross. The memoir is continued 
throu^ several issues. 

Ibid.— '^e Highland Society of London have 
sent Mr Aleumder Stewart, the editor of a 
recent collection of Qaelic poems, on a tour 
throug^h the Highlands for the purpose of 
collecting such fragments as are still extant of 
the poetiT, music, and historical tales of the 
ancient Caledonians. An inquiry into the 
topography of the dominions of Fingal; of 
the places of birth, residence, and interment 
of tne Invincible Chief, his warriors, and 
bards ; of the scenes of their exploits ; together 
with the remains of their buildings, tumuli, 
Ac., form also a part of his mission." 

September 17.— Thomas Gilzean elected Provost. 

October 2.— Duncan Munro, on 26th inst., elected 
Provost of Fortrose. "After the election Sir 
Alexander Munro, late Provost, came forwsrd 
in the most handsome manner, and tendered 
to the Magistrates and Counca £60 sterling 
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to assist in defraying the expense of pipM lately 
laid for fupplyinff tEe inhabitants witn water. ' 



Ibid. — ^At the Circuit Court, held on 29th ult, 
seyeral persons were tried for assaulting 
Revenue officers, and were sentenced to im- 
prisonment, llie following case is also 
recorded: — ^" James Hogg and others, resi- 
denters in Cromarty, were indicted for riotously 
obstructins the funeral of a person who they 
supposed nad been guilty of suicide, and 
assaultinff the persons attending the funeral 
But his lordship, being of opinion that this 
was a matter more proper to be taken oog- 
msanoe of by the Sherin of the County than 
for trial before the Circuit Court, he remitted 
the case to the Sheriff of Ross and Cromarty, 
with power to him to proceed therein." 

October 9. — Foundation-stone laid of the iHidge 
across the river Conon, near DingwalL The 
ceremony was performed by Sir Hector Mac- 
kenzie, attended by a number of the gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood, and the Dingwall Vol- 
unteers. 

Ibid. — Sir Charles Ross of Balnagown elected 
Provost of Tain. Sir John Sinclur of Ulbster 
elected Provost of Wick. 

Ibid. — "On Tuesday, 29th ult., an animal resem- 
bling a ti^er oat found its way into a house in 
Invermoriston, which beinp^ observed by a 
woman of the house, who instantly gave the 
alarm, he sprang towards her with the greatest 
ferocity, at least sixteen feet, but was prevented 
from doins her injury bv three men who pur- 
sued and Killed mm. A leather collar, with 
an iron chain about eight inches Ions, was 
found round his neck. It is supposea to be 
the same animal which recently made his escape 
from Brahan, and is said to have done con- 
siderable mischief.'* 

Ibid. — A Caithness correspondent writes as fol- 
lows: — ^"With so many mcitements to industry 
and the means of employment afforded by the 
Caledonian Canal and oUier public works now 
carnring on in the North of Scotland, it 
mi^nt naturally be expected that the rage for 
emigration among the Highlanders should be 
repressed, if not altogether extinguished. Tet 
it is to be regretted that within these few days 
a ship was cleared out of the Custom-house of 
Thurso for Pictou, in America, with a number 
of families of these deluded people, consisting 
of 130 persons in men, women, and children, 
none of whom were under the necessity of 
leaving their native country." The Editor 
adds — "Most criminal infatuation I that can 
thus lead men to migrate from their native 
homes into a state of voluntary banishment, 
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peril, and toil the most laboriooB, to a country 
where they have not only to toil, but to malce 
the field, ue half of which exertion and labour 
would have made the country they thus abandon 
pregnant with every blotting." (See below.) 

Ibid. — ^The following obituary notices appear: — 
"Diedy at Nairn, on the 7th curt., Alezander 
Hay, Esq., depute-lieutenant, and captain of 
Volunteers in Nairnshire. His merit alone 
raised him to the most respectable situation 
in that county, end afforded him the exercise 
of a mind truly bencTolent. He is much and 
will be long regretted. ' — ^''Died, at Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, on the 10th July, Thomas 
Camaby, there, son of William Camaby, 
merchant in Forres; beloved, respected, and 
regretted by all who knew him." 

October 16 and 23. — ^Notices of the Northern 
Meeting, which began on Monday, 12th inst., 
and lasted for the week. It is noted that the 
Duchess of Gk>rdon was not present, and that 
Lord Seaforth, who had been unwell, was not 
sufficiently recovered to attend. 

October 30. — ^"A few days aso at a marriage in 
Kirkhill, the mother of the bridegroom, who was 
96 years old, was so elevated on the occasion 
that she sane and danced, and entertained the 
company wim 80 years old stories, and would 
have no other music than the Highland bag- 
pipe, which she said was always tho music that 
liord Lovat and the lairds of her day danced to 
on similar occasions." 

November 6. — ^Very heavy rains, causing floods, 
and com carried away. From the scarcity of 
fodder and general failure of the turnip crop, 
black cattle had become of little value. *A 
tolerable milk cow may be had for from three 
to four pounds." A storm followed of great 
severity. 

NovembCT 13. — ^Heavy fall of snow and intense 
frost. Harvest not all gathered in. 

Ibid. — ^Proposal to obtain Royal Charter for the 
Northern Association of Gentlemen Farmers 
and Breeders of Sheep, to extend to the coun- 
ties of Inverness, Rom, Sutherland, and Caith- 
ness. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Fanner Society, on previ- 
ous Friday, held a ploughing match at Drakies. 
Fifteen ploughs competed. "The first premium 
was assigned to James Elliot, servant to Mr 
Fraser-l^tler of Aldourie; the second to 
Murdoch Macgreeor, servant to Mr Shaw at 
Holm ; the third to John Macbean, servant 
to Mr Mackintosh of Holm ; and the fourth to 
Gordon Watson, also servant to Mr Fraser- 
Tjrtler. It may be mentioned as worthy of 
notice that the plough used by Murdoch Mac- 
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gregor wan made by bimaelf, thongh he never 
was bred to the cart-wright bnsineia.*' 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at the Manae of Ihrke, on the 6th 
curt. , the Rey. John Dunbar, in the Tlat year 
of hia age and 4Gth of his ministry'.'* 

November 20. — ^Notice of the erection of a pier 
at Broadford, Skye, through the spirited 
exertions of Lord Macdooudd. 

Ibid. — ^'The laree and beautiful basin of the 
Caledonian Gmal has for some time been 
frozen over, ai.d has afforded a delightful field 
of exercise and amusement to skaters." 

Ibid. — "The total number of roads now formed 
and forming in the Highlands amount to forty, 
containing nearly one thousand milei of 
extent." Passages from the annual report of 
the Commission of Roads and Bridges appeared 
in several isiues before this date. 

December 25. ^"The estate of OadlehaU, con- 
sisting of s^nety acres arable, fifty-seven acres 
young planting, and nine acres pasture, which 
was advertised for sale in this paper, at the 
upset price of £4275 lOs, has been purchased 
by Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., for £7950. Its 
commanding situation and other natural ad- 
vantages render it capable of beinsmadea most 
delightful place of residence. Tnia property 
was originally a pendicle of the lands of Castle- 
hill, which were purchased in the year 1788 
foi £9000; and it may not be deemed un- 
worthy of remark that th«f whole except two 
lots, valued at £12,000, ha-i been sold for the 
sum of £44,000, so that this estate, without 
having undergone any material improvement, 
has been enhanced upwards of six times in 20 
years." 

Ibid. — A correspondent at Thurso communicated 
the following distressing intelligence: — "We 
have just received' the melancholy accounts of 
the loss of the brig Rambler, of Leith, James 
Norris, master, cleared out at this port in 
September last for Pictou with emigrants. They 
left Stromness the let of October, and on the 
29tli of the same month were totally wrecked 
near the Bay of Bulls, in Newfoundland. When 
the ^p leit this port she had on board 130 
passengers; the crew consisted of 14 seamen, 
besides the Captain and Surgeon. Of these, 
the only survivors are three passengers, the 
second mate, and four seamen ; so that, melan- 
choly to relate, 138 persons have perished on 
this unfortunate voyage." 

Ibid. — "The King has been pleased to present 
the Rev. David Brichan, Doctor in Divini^, 
to the Church of the united parishes of Dylce 
and Moy, vacant by the death of Mr John 
Dunbar, late minister there." 
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There are seyeral items of interest in 
oonnection with the year 1808. The first 
incident recorded is the finding of a silver 
chain at Toryean hj the labourers engaged 
at the construction of the Caledonian Canal. 
The chain, it will be observed, was found in 
the end of 1807, not in 1809 as generally 
stated. Five sudi chains have been found 
in Scotland, and none elsewhere. They are 
all now in the Museum of the Society of 
Antiquaries in Edinburgh. The Inverness 
chain is the largest. The original description 
quoted below says it weighed 104 ounces ; Dr 
Joseph Anderson, the careful and accurate 
curator of the Museum, sives its weight at 
92i ounces. '< Each link,'^he says, '' is a solid 
bar of silver, hammered round and bent 
circularly till the ends come dose together." 
A second chain of the same kind has been 
found at ParkhiU, in the parish of New 
Machar, Aberdeenshire; a third at White- 
oleuoh, in the parish of Crawfordjohn, 
Lanarkshire; a fourth at Hordwell, in Ber- 
wickshire; and the fifth at Haddington. On 
two of the chains (ParkhiU and Whitecleuch) 
are symbols of the kind found on the 
Sculptured Stones of Scotland. They belong, 
apparently, to earhr Christian times. It is, 
perhaps, worthy of note that the Inverness 
chain was found "in the side of a large flat 
cairn." The flat near Torvean was formerly 
blown as Kilvean, the hill and the plain thus 
taking their name from some early saint. 

Hie winter of 1807-8 was intensely severe. 
Fodder became very scarce, and many black 
oattle died. As late as April 29th '*the 
internal parts of the country" were oom- 
pletely covered with snow, and the Higjhland 
road was blocked. An examination of the news- 
paper files shows that the social condition of 
Scotland was much worse than at present. 
Cases of theft and robbery were more frequent, 
and there were two murders at Tain. The 
military spirit of the country, fostered by the 
war with France, was very active. Battalions 
of Militia and Volunteers met at stated times 
for drill, and underwent careful inspection. 



10 Invemeu Courier Index, [1808 

Among the most actiTO officers in the North 
in connection with these local morements 
were the Hon. Ardiibald Fraser of Lovat, 
Donald Maoleod of Geanies, Sheriff-Depute of 
RoBSHBhire, and lient.-Coloael Rose of Eil- 
ravock. 

It will be seen that the Town Council 
of 1808 had among its members no 
fewer than four ez-Prorosts — an unusual dis- 
tinction, we imagine, even in the period of 
close bur^ corporations. The congregation 
of the Nairn Parish Church had a narrow 
escape from serious disaster owing to the 
unsafe condition of the building, w&ch must 
have formed a striking contrast to the present 
handsome edifice. In those days the Northern 
Meeting was held at a somewhat later date 
than now, and in October 1808, the Marquis 
of Huntly, who was a prominent member, rode 
all the way from Aberdeen to Inyemess in 
less than seven hours. Readers will see what 
assistance was given to the Royal Academy 
and the Infirmary by Mr Lachlan Mackintosh 
of Raigmore, who collected no less than 
£2811 7s in India for the benefit of these 
institutions. 

Several meetings were held durins 1808 to 
protest against a Dili proposing to allow malt 
to be made from sugar. This, it was feared, 
would greatly affect the price of barley. 

We referred last week to the smacks that 
plied between Inverness and Leith and Inver- 
ness and London. Hutch Miller describes one 
of the Leith and London smacks as a vessel 
" with a huffe single mast, massive and tall as 
that of a fngate, and a mainsail of a quarter 
of an acre." It may be remembered that in 
1826 Hu^ spent seven days in a voyage north 
from Leith to Cromarty. He describes them 
as "days of thick, foggy mornings, clear, 
moonlight ni^ts, and almost unbroken 
calms." 

From the '* Inverness Journal" 

1808. 

January 1. — ^"Some labourers, while digging in 



the eastern comer of Torvean,, on the line 
of the Caledonian Canal, lately discovered a 
massy silver chain, in the «id)» of a large, flat 
cairn, about 2 feet below the surface. The 
chain consists of 33 circular links, formed of 
a perfectly cylindrical body, half-an-inch thick. 
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neatly joined without solder. They are linked 
in pairs, each of which is about 2 inches in 
diameter, except those at the extremities, which 
are 2^ inches. A lii^ at one of the ends has, 
since the discovery of the chun, been taken 
away ; but am the remaining one is of the same 
dimensions with those at the other end, we 
may concludie that the chain was then entire. 
Its whole length is 18 inches, weighing about 
104 ounoes." Iliere were two detached frag- 
ments which formed part of a flat and very 
mtuuj ring, which had been broken after it 
was found ; but from its form, and the appear- 
ance of wearing on the outside, it had eyidently 
movedl on some bolt. It was neatly channelled 
round, leaving a prominent astragal on every 
side. "Both Sie chain and ring are of excellent 
workmanship; and whether we attend to the 
uniform thicciess and polish of the links, the 
ingenuity with which they are joined, or the 
perfect symmetry of the whole, we cannot but 
pronounce it to have been the woric of an 
artist of no inconsiderable skilL" The Editor 
adds that it was hinted that other articles had 
been found, according to report a ball and bar 
also of silver; but the labourers kent the 
matter a profound secret, aa steps had been 
taken to compel the owner of tne chain to 
deliver it up to the Crown. The chain is now 
in the Antiquarian Museum in Edinburgh. 

Ibid. — ^It is recorded that 67 men out of 534 men 
were ballotted to serve in the Militia for the 
town and parish of Inverness. 

January 8.— Proposal to establish a com market 
in Inverness. 

January 15. — Advertisement of a woollen factory 
formed at Inverness, under the firm of Mac- 
kenzie, Gk>rdon, ft Co. It had already manu- 
factured broaddoth and other fabrics. 

Ibid. — ^Fweign vessel wrecked at Rue Rhea, 
Gairloch, and 4 out of a crew of 8 drowned. 
The vessel was laden with oil and oranges, 
and was supposed to have been driven round 
from the West of Ireland. 

January 22. — ^It is noted that at a meeting of 
the Highland Society in Edinburgh, the 
Duchess of Cordon was elected a member 
without the ordinary form of baUot. "The 
Society adopted this mode of election as on 
former occasions, being a mark of its approba- 
tion of ladies of hi^h rank coming forward! in 
support of the institution." 

Ibid.— The estate of Rosehall, in Sutherland, 
having bein^ latdv purchased by Lord 
Ashburton, his lordship was planning making 
extensive improvements, such as laying out 
waste ground for plantations. He was idso 
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about to erect a chapel in lieu of a minoQa 
old kirk, for the accommodation of the poor 
inhabitants residing in that distant part of the 
parish of Creich. 

Ibid.— Tlr- '-"~^- 
corresp 

Ha , _^ 

arrived at Lochmaddy, in North Uist, in 26 
days from Halifax, which place she left on 
30th November. The Hamilton is bound for 
Greenock wi^ a valuable cargo of prize goods, 
consisting of coffee, tea, and sugar ; she cairied 
dispatches for Qovemment from Admiral 
Berkeley and General Hunter at Halifax, which 
were immediately landed at the Po«t-Office, 
with several hundred private letters, and 
forwarded by the Uist packet.'* 

January 29.— Died, at Ben^, on Sunday, the 
aOth July 1807, Alex. Gray, Esq., M.D., 
Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment. 'Trom 
his first entrance into the Company's service, 
Dr Gray was remarked for his faithful and 
aasiduous discharge of his duties. He died 
possessed of large property, chiefly vested in 
Government security. The principal part of 
his fortune, amounting to o lacs of rupees, 
is after, the payment of five legacies devised 
for building a church and endowing an hospital 
at Elgin." 

February 8. — ^The lands of Dalcrombie and 
Letterchullin purchased by Sir William Fraser 
of Ledclune for about nine thousand guineas. 

February 12. — ^Another notice of the loss of the 
emigrant vessel, the Pampler of Leith, reported 
in a previous issue. It was believed that many 
of the emigrants were from the parishes of 
Farr, Lairg, Oeich, and Rosart, in Sutherland. 
The writer adds — "The diminution of the 
inhabitante of our island is at all times a 
subject of regret, and the annals of our country 
cannot point out a period when the emigration 
of our brave Highlanders would have been 
more regretted thui the present, when recruits 
for our standing army and ICilitia are so hsjd 
to be found. From 30 to 40 guineas is, we 
understand!, the common bounty paid to 
substitutes in this and in most of the counties 
of the Kingdom." In a subsequent issue it is 
stated that the emigrants were not from 
Sutherland but from Oaithnees. "No person 
from Sutherland emigrated to North America 
for the last two years, excepting about two or 
three families from the Keay district, who 
wantonly left the county and safely arrived 
in the western hemisphere." The largest 
amount given in Sutherland for a substitute 
was stat^ to be £20. 

Fold. — ^The Inverness Farmer Society set on foot 
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a sabscription for the pmchase of « tttllioii 
to improye the breed of horses. 

Ibid. — ^HeavY snow-storm; 3 women perished, 
one near Beanly, one in Strathdeam, and one 
in the neighbourhood of Ullapool. 

Ibid.— Died, at Pittsburgh, 20t^ NoTember 1807, 
Alexander Addison, ** one of the most eminent 
comiaellors at the western bar." He was son- 
in-law to the Rev. Mr Qrant, of Elgin. 

February 19.— Editorial note — ** Owing to the late 
yery neayy fall of snow, which we understand 
is to the depth of 6 feet in many parts of the 
road between Edinburgh and London, we haye 
had no mails from the latter place for these 3 
days past, nor haye any airiyed at Edinbursh ; 
a circumstance almost unprecedented, and which 
has considerably lessened the sum of our inteUi- 
ffence in an unusual degree." 

February 26. — ^A prisoner sentenced to transporta- 
tion for forgery nearly effected his escape from 
Inyemess jail by mudns a hole in the back 
wall of the prison. The fall of rubbish excited 
attention, and preyented* the esci^. 

March 4. — ^A woman, named Oatherine Munro, 
murdered in her house at Tain. A reward of 
10 guineas was offered by the Magistrates of 
Tain for the arrest of the supposed murderer, 
a cartwriffht named Macgregor. [This proyed 
to be a libel on poor Macgregor.] 

Ibid.— Kenneth llieusrae, late of toe 76th Regi- 
m^i, appointed Deputy Paymaster-Qeneral to 
the Island of Jamaica and the Leeward Islands. 
He had seryed 30 years in the army, 25 of 
them in India, and though only a lieutenant- 
colond," commanded a brigade at the Siege of 
Bhurtpore. On two occasions he commanded 
storming parties, for which he receiyed the 
thanks of Lord Lake. 

Ibid. — ^The following note may be quoted: — 
'"Hirough the multiplicity of other matters, 
we haye hitherto oyerlooked giying an idea of 
a rural feastproyided on the last of the holidays, 
old style. C&ittle fetching little or no price, and 
fodder yery dear in the extreme, it oocuired 
to the proprietor of Beaufort that it would not 
be amiss to draw back his countrymen to the 
habit of eating some flesh with their food, and 
washing it down, in the oonyiyial hour, with 
Lune Laiter, strong ale, instead of ardent 
spirits. He had a fat bullock roasted on a 
wooden windlass for a spit, and gaye his tenants 
Inyemess strong ale to wash it down. The 
roast took 18 hours in preparing, and nearly 
500 peisons of all ages and ooth sexes partook 
of this substantial feast. The bagpipe and the 
fiddle organised the happy scene, and they 
parted in ffood humour, and seyeral matdies 
for life to(M[ place in consequence.'* 
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Mai€h ll.~The Highland road, which wu during 
the winter completely blocked up by mow, ii 
now open to trareQen. TThere was a time of 
sharp frost after this withoat mow, and then 
another snow-storm.] 

Ibid. — ^Advertisement of the first carrier going 
beyond Dingwall. His name was Donald Ross, 
and he was to proceed as far as Tain. 

March 18.— The road from Qolspie to the Ord 
Hill and Gonnty of CaithneM oegun. 

Ibid. — ^In the House of Commons, Mr Charles 
Grant brought in a bill for commuting the 
statute labour in Invemesa^hire. 

Ibid. — Died, at Lossiemouth, on Friday, the lltii 
curt., at the advanced age of 89, Lady Gordon, 
relict of Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun. 

March 26. — ^The oartwright, John Macgregor, 
who was supposed to have murdered Catherine 
Munro at Tain, was himself found murdered 
in a wood'. It seems that he was known to 
possess some money, and was watched and 
murdered while out of town. "After this the 
perjpetrators nroceedted to his house in Tain, 
which they plundered of his money, ftc., and 
it would appear that while in the act of so 
doing they were discovered by Catherine Munro, 
who lived under the same roof with Macgregor, 
and whom it is supposed the wretches also 
dispatched by strangling to escape detection." 
Two persons residing in the Hill of Tain were 
arrested on suspicion for the double murder. 

April 29. — ^It is noted that there is sreat distress 
throughout the Hiffhlands and Morayshire on 
account of want of fodder for cattle, due to 
the uncoomion severity and length of the past 
winter. Black cattle and sheep were dying by 
hundreds. A Morayshire correspondent states 
that no less than 47 carcases of cattle which 
had been thrown into the Spey were carried 
down at one time. "Nor,** adds the Editor, 
"is there any prospect of immediate relief, 
the internal parts of the country being com- 
pletely covered with snow." The Circuit Court 
was held the same week at Inverness, and the 
Judges had to go home bv Aberdeen, as the 
Hig&and road was blocked with snow. 

May 6. — ^Blir Cockbum of Kinoorth drowned in 
tne River Findhom by attempting to cross too 
near the ouicksands. His companion and 
neighbour, Mr Bezeck, was saved with diffi- 
culty. "Mr Bezeck was fortunately enabled 
to keep his head> above water, and in this 
situation, endeavouring to support his friend 
in his arms, he remained for about two hours, 
when some fishermen, who heard his cries, came 
to his relief. Every means used to restore Mr 
0>ckbum to life proved ineffectual, and he was 
interred at Nairn on Sunday afternoon." 
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Ibid. — ^Died, at FortrQeorge, on Wedneflday last, 
the Hon. James Stnart, Tientenaat-GkiTenior of 
tha t place. 

May 20.— William Freemantle elected M.P. for 
tne Northern Bnrghs in room of Major-Qeneral 
Mackenzie, who had become member for 
Sutherland. 

Ibid. — Cbntinned reports of the losses caused by 
the severity of tne winter. It was reported 
from Latheron, in Caithness, that no less than 
184 black cattle, besides horses, had died of 
want. This, however, could not be ascribed 
altogether to the severity of the season, "bat 
chiefly to the minous practice of over-stocking, 
which has too long prevailed among Highland 
farmers." 

May 27. — Advertisement askins for vonchers 
from creditors " of the deceased Lewis Cathbert, 
Esq. of Castlehill, in the Connty of Inverness, 
some time merchant in Jamaica, and all and 
sundry persons whatsoever having claims 
against the said estate of Castlehill or proceeds 
tocreof." 

June 3. — ^Meetine in Edinburgh to concert 
measures of refief for distress in the North. 
Vessels had sailed from Leith and Berwick 
under convoy for Kirkwall, laden with pro- 
visions and meal. "It is greatly to the honour 
of the Bfiagistrates of In^mess and the heritors 
of the County that from their attention to the 
wants of the public, the inhabitants have 
hitherto been abundantly supplied; we also 
learn with satisfaction that along the West 
Coast the effects of scarcity have not been much 
felt, it being chiefly confined to the counties 
of Sutherland and CUthness." 

Ibid. — Died, on Thursdav se'enight, in the 76th 
vear of his age, Colonel James Fraser of 
belladrum ; much and greatly regretted. 

June 10. — At the examination of we Inverness 
Academy a Gaelic oration was recited "which 
to the admirers of Celtic literature afforded 
peculiar pleasure.*' 

Ibid. — Among the bills to which the Royal assent 
was ffiven on Friday, the 27th ult., was "An 
Act ror buHdin^ « bridjge over the River Ness, 
at Inverness, widening certain streets, improv- 
ing the present harbour, extending the Royalty, 
supplving the inhabitants with water, r^^at- 
ing the police, and lighting the streets of the 
safd burgh." 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Association of gentlemen 
farmers and breeds of sheep, met at Beauly 
on the previous Friday, and appointed 
office-bearers, Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being 
President, and the Vice-Presidents Sir Charles 
Ross of Balnagown and Donald Maclsod of 
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Geuiies. Premiuma were giyen for bulls for 
improving the breed of black cattle. Sheep 
marketa were held at thia period at Beaaly 
and Fort-William. 

June 17. — ^Notice of a ancceaeful Milch Cow 
Market, held for the first time by the Inyemess 
Farmer Society. 

July a— Great distress on the West Coast of the 
counties of Inverness and Ross from the want 
of provisions. It would appear from this that 
the infonnation given in a previous paragraph 
wa« imperfect. 

August 26 and September 2. — ^Two versions of a 
curious story of a man who walked out of the 
prison of Dingwall, but afterwards surrendered. 
The prisoner had been a schoolmaster at Contin, 
and was accused of housebreaking and theft. 
At the Circuit Court in 8epteim>er be was 
sentenced to 14 years' transportation. 

September 9. — ^The fifth anniversary of the 
Badenoch and Strathspey Farming Society was 
held at Pitmain and Kingussie on the Ist. A 
dinner party, presided over by the Marquis of 
Huntly, was followed by a ball. Amons the 
ladies present were the Duchess of Manchester 
and ha daughter, Lady Jean Montague ; Mrs 
and Miss Grant of Amdilly and Mrs liacpher- 
son of Belleville. 

Ibid.— Hie Nairnshire Volunteers, through Capt. 
Davidson oi Cantray, presented Lieut. -Colonel 
Rose, their commandant, with an elegant 
sword, value 40 guineaa. 

Ibid. — A wherry from Korth Uist, with four n in 
and cattle, wrecked a short time previously on 
the island' of Heiskar. Three of the men -.v'^re 
drowned, and all the cattle except one. A 
cow survived three days, and the fourth man 
kept himself alive by sucking her blood, ^n 
the cow dving, the man supported himself on 
the animal's tongue till he was rescued on 
the fifth day. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on Mondav last, universally re- 
gretted, Mr Ebenezer Young, teacher of Latin 
m the Inverness Academy. 

September 16.— Tlie new bndge over the Ness at 
the Merkinch was now completed, lliis was 
long known to us as the Black Bridge. 

September 23. — ^Election of Convener and Deacons 
of the Incorporated Trades. The following 
were choeen — ^Thomas Fraser, Convener of 
Trades and Deacon of the Wrights; George 
Phenick, Weavers; Donald Macaonald, shoe- 
makers; Donald Macbean, Taylors; Donald 
Mactavish, Hammermen. 

Ibid. — ^Yesterday was married at the Episcopal 
Chapel hei« the Rev. Dr Griffith, Master of 
University College, Oxford, to Miss Ironside, 
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daughter of the late Bey. William Ironade, 
and siater to Mrs Grant of Rothiemurohua. 

Ibid. — ^Died, in the proyinoe of Qiuerat, on the 
13th of October 1807, lieat. Simon Fraaer 
Robertson, of the 8th Regiment of Bombay 
Natiye Infantry, third eon of Arthur Robert- 
son, £«|. of Inches. 

Ibid. — ^*'Died, at littletoun of Ardersier, on 
Monday last, in the 95th year of his age, 
A»brew Allan, fanner, a truly worthy and 
honest man, of a cheerful and contented mind, 
remarkable for his regularity and early rising ; 
and until a few days before nis death was neyer 
known to be confined to bed by dckness or by 
any other cause whateyer." 

September 30.— Thomas Oilzean re-elected Pro- 
yoet of Inyemess. The Council included four 
former Proyosts — ^Phineas Mackintoah, John 
Mackhitosh, Alexander Mackintosh, and James 
Grant. Sir Archibald Dunbar of Northfield 
was elected Proyost of Nairn, and a number of 
county gentlemen in Nairn and Morayshire 
were on the Council. 

Ibid. — ^Rejoicings at Portree to celebrate the 
defeat of Marshal Junot at Yimiera. Great 
guns were fired, tables " with excellent liquor '* 

S laced on the terrace b^ orders of Lord Mac- 
onald, and the yessels in the harbour, to the 
number of nearly 60, hoisted their flags. In 
the eyeningthe town was illuminated. 

October 7.— ?rhe congregation in the Parish 
Church of Nairn on the preyious Sunday were 
alarmed by a loud crash, which seemed to 
portend the fall of the building. "It is im- 
possible to conye^ an idea of the scene of 
teiTor and confusion that instantly ensued. 
The access to the fishers' loft, wbioh is by one 
door only, was immediately choked by people 
in their endeayour to escape from the tlueatened 
calamity, which induced seyeral persons in the 
front of the loft to throw themaelyes down to 
the ground pews in hopes of getting out with 
greater expedition. The consternation was 
further antated by the hearing of a second 
crash. Those next the windows broke immedi- 
ately through them, and nothing was heard 
but the most piercins shrieks, mixed with the 
groans of numoers who were trodden down and 
were suffering under weight of pressure of the 
crowd." No liyes were lost, but many were 
seyerely injured. 

Ibid. — Splendid ball and supper giyen at Fort- 
George on 23rd September by the 74th or 
Assaye Highland Regiment to celebrate the 
anniyersary of the battle of Assaye. 

October 14. — ^Report of Northern Meeting and 
Hunt, with which the meeting was then assod- 

8 
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ated. The DncbeM of Gordon and the Dnchess 
of Manchester were present. "On the days 
appointed for enjoying the sports of the field, 
the hounds were well attended and had excellent 
sport. The dinners and balls were also well 
attended, particularly on Friday, when the 
convivial powers and marked attention of Lord 
Huntly were unremittingly and most saccess- 
fully exerted to increase the pleasure of the 
comnany ; exertions the more extraordinary as 
the Marquis had in the beginning of the week 
attended the Shooting CluD at Aberdeen, and 
rode on Friday morning from thence to Inver- 
ness, a distance of about 106 miles, in less than 
7 hours, having 8 relavs of horses on the road. 
Lord Seaforth, with his usual politeness and 
attention, prf'sented the company with a brace 
of excellent fat bucks." 

Ibid. — Advertisement of 99 years' leases to be 
granted in Plockton, Lochalsh, lately erected 
mto a burgh of barony. 

October 21. — ^Advertisement of Sir William 
Gumming Gordon, Bart., inviting fishermen to 
eettle and form a village at Gummingstown, 
one mile east of Burghead. 

Ibid. — Death of Alexander Macrae, Kintail, 
alleged to be the oldest man in Scotland. Age 
put at 120 years. 

November 18. — " Sir San.uel Hood and his lady 
passed throush this place on Friday last from 
Brahan Gastle, on their way to London. The 
Ma^strates of Inverness, desirous of testifying; 
their respect for the deservedly odebrated 
character of this gallant ofilcer, waited on the 
Admiral, and presented him with the freedom 
of the town." 

Ibid. — Account of the opening of the Bridge of 
Dunkeld on November 7th. The foundation- 
stone was laid in June 1805. 

Ibid. — Died, at Kingussie, on Sunday, 6th inst., 
Mrs Margaret Biacpherson, wife of Golonel 
Duncan Macpherson. "Few characters ever 
possessed more dignified simplicity of manners, 
united with nure affections and religious 
sentiments." She was a daughter of Glunv of 
the '45, and the paragraph speaks highly of the 
cheerfulness ana even tempered spirit which 
endeared her to a wide circle. 

Ibid. — ^The number contains an account 3f the 
meeting of the Directors of the Royal Academy 
and Managers of the Royal Infirmary. Provost 
Gilzean presided, and Mr Grant, the late 
Provost, laid before the meeting a letter from 
Mr Lachlan Mackintosh of Raigmore, lately of 
Galcutta, with a list of subscriptions which he 
had procured in India for the more liberal 
support of the Academy and Infirmary. The 
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total amount came to £2811 Ts. Raigmore 
himaelf was the largest subscriber, £150, and 
the next was General Macdonald, £125. 

November 25. — Died, on the 22nd ult., at Ruzley 
Lodge, Surrey, James Grant, Esq. of Redcastle, 
in lUws-shire. 

December 16. — ^"Died here on the 27th ult., in 
the 71st year of his a^e, Mr James Alves, a 
portrait painter of emmence, and brother of 
the late Doctor Alves. His life was singularly 
good, recluse, and inoflfensive, and his deatn 
much regretted. He went abroad when younff 
to improve himself in the fine arts, and studied 
eight years in Paris, and other eight years in 
Rome."** 

December 30. — ^The Highland Society of London 
augeest the establishment of a branch in the 
H^land Capital. Tbev also urge the estab- 
lishment of a Chair of Celtic Literature in one 
of the Scottish Universities, and the giving of 
encouragement to the teaching of Gaelic in 
schools. They further suegest the establish- 
ment of a National Academy of Pipe Music, 
and propose the name of Lieut. M^Crummen 
[so the name is spelt] as Professor. They think 
the Government should do something, as pipe 
music was necessary for the Highland regi- 
ments. 'Tt is in the power of his Royal 
Hiffhness the Commander-in-Chief to comply 
wiUi the wishes of the Society, by promoting 
Lieut. M'Crummen from half-pa}r to a higher 
and permanent rank in the garrison of Fort- 
Augustus or of Fort- William, which to him 
would be equivalent to a salary, on being made 
Professor of the establishment. Mr M'Crum- 
men is the last of the celebrated race of pipers 
of that name ; he is skilled in the theory and 
practice of the ancient pipe music, and is now 
in the vale of years." 
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No. m. 

The present instalment is spedaOj interest- 
ing from the auUientic account it supplies of the 
melancholy accident which occurred on the 
Meikle Ferry, in the Dornoch Firth , on Wed- 
nesday, 16th August 1809, when ahout 100 
persons lost their uves. Hie disaster occurred 
while the hoat was crossing from the coast clt 
Sutherland to the Ross-shire coast, canrring 
passengers for a market to be held in Tain. 
The boat was greatly oTer-crowded, and sank 
in the middle of the Ferry. An account of 
the accident appears in the Reminiscences of 
the late Rev. Mr Sage, of Resells, which were 
published under the name of Memorabilia 
bomestica. Iliis version, when compared 
with contemporary accounts, shows how mis- 
takes will arise when even well-informed 
persons write from memory. Mr Sage says 
the calamity occurred as tiie people were 
returning home from Tain, and in the dark- 
ness of we night : the contemporary accounts 
explicitly state that it happened as the people 
were on their way to Tain, and there is no 
mention of darkness: in fact the accident 
must have occurred some time in the forenoon. 
Mr Sage says that 70 persons were drowned : 
the Gcxnmittee who investigated the drcum- 
stancea, in their final statement, gave the 
exact number as 99. We may quote Mr Sage's 
account, whidi is interesting in itself, and 
transmits a remarkable tradition as to the 
Sheriff's body. At the time of the disaster, 
Mr Sage was conducting a school at Bower, 
in Caithness, preparatory to attending his 
divinity classes at Aberdeen. Hie following 
is the passage in his Reminiscences : — 

"On a market day at Tain, the worthy Sheriff 
(Mr MacCalloch) left his own house at Dornoch in 
the morning, and croaBed the Ferry to Tftin, in- 
tendoDg to return home in the evening. When 
he came to the Mleikle Ferry, late in the day, the 
shore was crowded with people returning home 
from the market. On his arrival they all made 
way for him, and he was quiddv seated at the 
stern of the wherry ; but afterwards the multitude 
pressed into Uie ferry-boat — the more earnestly 
as they would thus have the privilege of orossing 
in the same boat with the Sheriff. Apprehensive 
of the iKoe, Mr MacCnlloch turned away at least 
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two toore of them from the boat. There itill 
remainecb on board, however, too many for aafety. 
It was a dead calm, and the wherry waa pushed 
o£f from land. But when it had nearly reached 
the middle of Ute Ferry, and the deepest part of 
it, the bottt ffave a 8U<laen jerk, the water rushed 
in, and, with the exception of two or three who 
escaped by swimming, the whole of those on 
boa^ sank to the bottom and perished; about 
70 persons were thus drowned. This fearful event 
took place in the darkness of the night in the year 
1809 and created a deep sensation ell over the coun- 
try. The Sheriff's boay was among the last that was 
found. The particular spot wMre it lav 'under 
the flood' was discoyered in a dreatn. A fellow- 
Christian and an acquaintance, deeply affected by 
his death, dreamed of his departed friend. In 
the dream the Sheriff appeared, spoke of his 
sudden oall to the other world, and told him 
where his earthly remains lay, atSding that, 
whilst the fish of the sea were permitted to 
mangle at pleasure the bodies of his fellow- 
sufferers, the^ were restrained from putting a 
tooth upon his, which would be found entire. 
The dream was realised in every particular. The 
Sheriff's wife and daughter long survived him, 
and they, together with the rest of the suryiving 
relatives of the victims of Uia catastrophe, were 
ample sharers of a fund set on foot for their 
support, and called the "Meikle Ferry Fund." 
Captain Robert Sutherland, Dr Bethune's son-in- 
law, was one of the leading members of this 
charitable association." 

From the ** Invemua Journal.** 
1809. 

January 6. — ^Intense frost It is noted that " the 
large and beautiful basin of the Oanal," then 
new, was froien over, and that people were 
skating upon it. The writer adds^"The 
water in this capacious reservoir does not 
proceed from Loch-Ness, but is a collection of 
rain water and springs from the land." 

January 20. — Short paper by Sir John Sinclair 
on the culture of carrots on peaty soils. 

January 27. — ^Froet so intense that the River 
Ness was frozen for several yards from the 
side; Loch-Dochfour also partially frozen; 
Loch-Beauly a continuous sheet of ice. 

February 17.-— Road to Qlendg from the North 
side of Inverness contracted for as far as Enoch 
(Aonach). This road, in the scale of imnrove- 
ments throughout the Highlands, was reckoned 
next to the Caledonian Canal. So far as the 
point above mentioned it was constructed 
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"imder the LiTenien-Bhire aMeannent for 
roads and bridm/' but bejond that point it 
had to be nndfirtakeo by means of private 
aabacriptiona. A lift of subaoriptiona ia given, 
which indndea Lord Macdonald, £1000 ; Lwd 
Seaforth, £600; Macleod of Kadeod, £400; 
Hngh Innea of Lochalah. £300; Sir James 
Grant of Grant, £200; Jamea Hurray Grant 
of Glenmoriaton, £200; R. G. Macdonald of 
GLanranald, £200 ; Gharries Grant, M.P., £100 ; 
and Alexander Howe of Hairia, £100. There 
are many smaller aubacriptions. 

February 24.— A letter from Arisaig reports a 
shock of earthquake distinctly felt along the 
West Coast. 

March 3. — ^Boat from Balintarad, Roas-ahire, 
loaded with peat, overaet by a aquaU, and 6 
persons drowned. 

March 31. — ^Tbe following notice appears in the 
obituary:--" Died, in London, on the 26th 
January hist, Gilbert Gollan, Esq., a distin- 
guishedl native of thia place. He was much 
admired for a clear head, a warm heart, friend- 
ahh) equally ateadv and active, and for general 
information. These qualities in him were 
accompafiied by the domestic virtues and 
univeraal benevolence in an unusual degree.** 

April 7. — ^Inyernees Diligence be^an running on 
the 4th. The Diligence left Edinburgh at 7 
o'clock on Monday morning, and arrived at 
Invemeas at 4 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. 

April 21. — ^Frost and anew for 8 daya. 

April 28. — ^A man and woman from Tain were 
charged at the Aberdeen Circuit Court with 
the murder of 2 persons in that town. (See 
notes in previous chapter.) He charge was 
found not proven. — ^Four men and a boy 
drowned in the Pentland Firth, through the 
upsettanff of a boat. 

May 12.— A fiahing-boat upset off Nairn Harbour 
and 8 men drowned ; all married. Widows and 
children numbered 33. A fund wae afterwards 
raised for their relief. 

June 2. — ^New line of T^ad from Inverness to 
Freebum inspected by Mr Telford, the Sheriff 
of the County, and five of a Committee. Found 
that the contractors had execufted the work " in 
a Buffident and highly satisfactory manner.'* 
At a County Meeting it was resolved to apply 
for a grant for the erection of a stone bridge 
over tfie Beauly. 

June 9. — B^)ort of annual examination of Inver- 
neaa Royal Academy. "In the evening the 
young gentlemeoi attending the Academy gave 
an elegant ball in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 
The daaplav of innocent gaiety and the attrac- 
tions of the youthful group, which consiBted 
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of nearly 300, were extremely interestioff ; but 
too few parents came to witness the Dlame- 
less mirth and' endearins graces of their 
offspring ; a scene of all otners the most grati- 
fying to parental affection." Same date, Rev. 
Andrew Bonniman, A.M., appoiikted rector of 
the Fortrose Academy. 

June 16. — " The Northern Association of Gentle- 
men Farmers, Breeders of Sheep, met at 
Beauly on the 9th inst., being the Sheen and 
Wool Market Day." The offioe-bcarers cnosen 
for the year were — ^the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser 
of Lovat, president; bir Charles Ross and 
Donald Macleod of Qeanies, vice-presidents; 
Sir Georse S. Mackenzie, secretary; and Mr 
James Mitchell, treasurer. Premiums were 
awarded for tups. Considerable business done 
in sheep, but little in wool, as Government was 
carrying on negotiations with America, the issue 
of whicn was uncertain. About fiO gentlemen 
dined together. 

Ibid.— A Milch Cow Market, established by the 
Inverness-shire Farmer Society, was held at a 
place called " the Island." Query— Was this a 
name for the Capel loch? It is duiicult to see 
how a cattle market could be held at or near 
the Islands above the town. 

June 23. — "On Monday, the first regiment of 
Invenwes-shire Local Militia, commanded by 
the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, marched 
into the place where they are to remain on 
permaoient duty for 28 days. From the unre- 
mitting attention of the Commandant and 
offioen in training this regiment, joined to 
the characteristic qualities of the individuals 
who compose it, there is little doubt but that 
they wilt form one of the most respectable 
corps in his Majesty's service ; and it has been 
remarked by military gentlemen that a finer 
body of men has not appearedl in this place 
since the Ayrshire Militia were stationed among 
us." 

Ibid. — ^"On Saturday last, as ^e ferry-boat at 
Beauly was crossing with an immense number 
of people who had been attending Sacrament 
at Kirkhill, it sank in a con8idera!>le depth of 
water, but happily near the shore; and 
although all on board were completely ducked, 
and many persons' more or less hurt, yet we are 
fflad to understand that no lives were lost." 

Ibid.— Died, on the 15th eurt., the Rev. Henry 
Clark, minister of the Associate Congregation 
at Boffhole (Moyness). 

June 30. — "The following is a remarkable 
instance of the celerity with which a person 
may now travel in the Highlands. Mr Gordon 
of CaiTol, a few days ago, left Edinburgh, per 
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the InT«ni68s Coach, and reached hia house in 
Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in forty- 
aeven honn and Srhalf." The same issue an> 
nounces that a Diligence has oommenoed to mn 
from Inverness to Tain by Beauly and Ding- 
wall. 

July 21.— Term for Local Militia expired. It is 
noted that the Magistrates conferred on the 
officers the freedom of the town. 

July 28. — Mr Ompbell, teacher in the linvemess 
Academy, axmouncee that he is to open a class 
for instiuction in Gkelic. 

Ibid. — ^Report of rejoicings on DaWd Davidson of 
Cantray attaining his majority. Colonel Rose 
of Ki&avock nresided. '*A fatted ox was 
served up whole, and such was the attention 
bestowed in preparing it that the lovers of roast 
beef never could have tasted a more delicious 
morsel." 

Ibid. — Tht bridge over the Conon passable for 
carriages. 

August 4. — ^llie following curious advertisement 
appears under this date: — "Mrs Fraser, next 
door to Fraaer^s Hotel, has just got on hand 
from London, a variety of raidy-made grave- 
clothes, all sizes and prices. They surpass in 
qualitv and elegance anything of tne kind ever 
offered to the attention of the public (desirous 
of pepng all necessary respect to the deceased) 
m this Quarter. Mrs F. has also small shrouds 
for children." 

Auffust 11. — ^Advertisement of application to 
fwiament for power to erect a bridge over 
the Beauly at Dunballoch. 

Ibid. — ^Authority given to the battalions of Local 
Militia in Inverness-shire and adioininx High- 
land Counties to wear the Highland dress as 
their uniform. The permission seema to have 
been granted on the application of Colonel 
Macdonell of Glengarry, who commanded the 
2nd Battalion. 

Ibid. — ^The foundation of the wharf at the end 
of the Canal Basin was laid on Saturdaj^ last. 

August 18 and Sejitember 1. — ^A notice ap- 
pears on the 18th inst. of the disaster which 
occurred at the Meikle Ferry, on the Dornoch 
Firth, on the 16th, when about 100 persons lost 
their lives. The notice is as follows: — **It 
would appear that a great many persons from 
Dornoch and other parts of Sutherland, who 
were on their way to attend the Tain Market 
on Wednesday last, most imprudently crowded 
into the passage boat at MeiUe Ferry, to the 
number of from 100 to 120, being considerably 
beyond its burden. Unfortuna^y, however, 
from an anxiety to get across, an anxiety too 
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common in radi cases, they were insensible to 
the imminent danger to wmch they were about 
to expose themsMves ; for they nad scarcely 
proceeded half-way from shore when, dreadful 
to relate, tiie boat sank, and ell on board 
perished, except five persons. Mr ITCulloch, 
late Sheriff-Substitute of Dornoch, is said to 
be among the unfortunate sufferers." A 
portion of the subsequent issue of the 
"Journal," which no doubt contained a fuU 
account of the disaster, is miiMring from the 
file, but on September 1st there is an advertise- 
ment, dated from Dornoch, and signed by 
Captain Robert Sutherland and William Taylor, 
Sheriff-Clerk, asking for help for the widows 
and orphans of those drowned. This advertise- 
ment states "that of all the persons on board 
the fatal boat, only 12 were saved, and that 
besides a group of stranoers whose numbers 
and names are unknown, above 100 persons sre 
ascertained to have perished, bdcmgmg to this 
and the neighbouring parishes. [The number 
was afterwards defimtely stated at 99.] That 
of this number there were many heads of 
families, all 6f whom (with the exception of 
Mr M'Culloch, late Sheriff-Substitute here) 
being of the lower dass, left families in extreme 
poverty." The advertisement proceeds— " The 
present calamity is marked bv circumstances 
of unexampled severity. The unfortunate 
sufferers bad been on their way to Tain, and 
had with them any money they could glean for 
the oocasion, but tiiis is not all ; they consisted 
chiefly either of small traders, who had cash 
or bills to remit to their correi^ndents ; of 
manufacturers having to purchase leather and 
other articles for then: reraective occupations ; 
of removing tenants who nad converted their 
stock into cash, to be lodged in the Bank of 
Tain; and of recruiting parties having their 
all about them, except tmir destitute wives and 
families. Hence it appears that it is not the 
loss of useful lives alone that is to be deplored 
in the present case, but the loss of mucn pro- 
perty, stripping the miserable surviving 
lamilies of atl they had possessed in the world. 
The advertisement mentions t^at the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates of the 
Easter Ross regiment of Local Militia, com- 
manded by Colonel Madeod of Qeanies, had 
contributed one day's pay towaids the families 
of the unfortunate sufferers, and that before 
any appeal had been made to the public on 
their behalf. The appeal was the result of a 
public meeting, of which Captain Sutherland 
was chainnan and Mr Taylor secretary. 
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Anmt 18.— Tbe foUoinnff panmpli from thU 
dftle ■howi tbit the Highkadi, even at this 
eftrlj dftte, were becoming a place of neoit : — 
" It ii with pleaanre we obeerre that this part 
of the country, as is nsnal at this aeaaon of the 
ymr, when our romantic hills and Talleys 
aasume their moat attractive H^pearanoe, is 
again becoming the resort of the admirers of 
nature and the friends of improvement. Amonff 
our arrivab this week we have to notice Lord 
Oathorpe, Sir William Hamilton, Sir Thomas 
and Mr Frsaiklin, Brodie of Brodie, William 
Ellis, Esq., 1C.P. ; Colonel Cameron of Locfaiel. 
Ifiajor Foster, Mr and Mrs Mecallister of 
Strathaird, Captain Ellis, Ifr Baggie, Mr 
Ibberteon. Mr Gorthon, and MV and Mrs 
Fraser of Gortuleg. Lieut. -Colonel Brodie. 
Governor of Fort-Augustus, passed on his way 
to Morayshire.'* 

September 1.— Notice of the de«th of Mafor- 
Oeoeral Jc^n Randall Mackensie of Suddie, 
M.P. for Sutherland, who fell at Talavenu He 
had previously senred at the Cape and in India 
with the Ross-shire Bu£Fs. 

Ibid. — ^The proprietors of " The Duchess of Gor- 
don Invernese Coach" inform the public that 
on and after 4th September their coach would 
only run twice vweek backwards and forwards 
between Edinburgh and Inverness. "The days 
of their starting from each place will be Moin- 
day and Thursday, at seven o'dook in the 
morning precisely ; and as the dm are shorten- 
ing considerably, the passengers both going and 
coming will have en opportunity of sleeping on 
the rMd. Hie coach leaving Inverness will 
get to Dalwhinnie the first night, to Dunkeld 
the second, and to Edinburgh the third even- 
ing; which arrangement will give ladies and 
gentlemen visiting the North an opportunity of 
passing through the beautiful country between 
Dunkeld and Blair by dlayUght'* 

September 8. — ^Portdur road from Urquhart to 
Fort-Augustus opem to travellers. It is stated 
that upwards of 260 children are attending 
Sundav Schools established by the Hon. 
Colonel Fraser of Lovat in the parishes of 
Kirkhill, Kiltarlity. KHmonK^. and the town 
of Invemeas. The happiest results had 
attencM these institutiooe since their creation 
in 1803. 

September 15.— "Died, at Odttledoorg, East 
Indies, 8th Januaiy 1808. Lieut. -Colonel Alex- 
ander Macleod, of the 16th Regiment light 
Infsatry ; hia death is supposed to be in con- 
sequcBioe of the severe wounds he received in 
the memorable battle of Assays. He was hig^y 



1800] File ^f Inverness Joumat. 2f 

▼alaed as a dirtioguiahed oBoa, and is deeply 
lamented by hia nnmeTCHia frieada and aoqnamt- 
anoea. iia a mark of tbeir napect, tlie offloera 
of the oorpa have erected a tomb to perpetuate 
hia memory/'. 

September 22.— ^mong tue caaea at the Circuit 
Gourt, waa that of William liackiiitoah, a 
travelling chapman, who waa charged with 
womuiing a peraon at Fort-William ** by aeven 
severe ateba with a Jdighlander'a knife, com- 
monly called a black cork, whereby he lost 
such a quantity of blood that hia life waa 
despaired of ; and is still confined to bed in coo^ 
sequence of these wounds." The prisoner was 
convicted and sentenced to transportation fw 
life. A "black cork" was a knife fixed in its 
handle, and carried in a sheath. 

September 29.— Francis William Qrant, Esq., to 
be lieutenant and Sheriff-Principal of the Shire 
of Inverness, in the room of Sir James Grant, 
Bart., resiffned. 

Ibid.— The Kev. Alex. Wood presented to the 
Church and Parish of Rosemarkie, vacant by 
the death of Mr Alex. Wood, late- minister 
there. 

Ibid. — " Amonfl the operations connected with the 
formation of the C«ledoniaii Canal it will, we 
doubt not, be deemed worthy of notice that the 
River Nesa, opposite to Ness Castle, has been 
completely removed from its bed, which is now 
in course of being still farther excavated as a 
part of this magnificent undertaking. The 
grand chain oi locks at Muirtoihi are neuly 
completed, and the spacious wharf, destfaied to 
be the bustling scene of trade and commerce, 
is now in an advanced state, and corresponds 
with the other parts of this stupendous design." 

October 6.— Qeorffe Macpherson-Grant, Esq. of 
Ballindalloch, emoted member of Parliament for 
the Countv of Sutherland, in room of the late 
ICajor-General! Mackenzie of Suddie. 

Ibid.— A collection of £66 made on Sunday at 
the doors of the Church and Chapel of Eaae 
(East Church) in aid of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

Ibid. — ^Meetings of Commissioners of Supply and 
Town Council complained of die mail service 
between Inverness and Aberdeen. They 
specially disi^proved of a proposal to bring 
the post by wav of Uuntly "aa being inex- 
pedient in itself and highly injurious to the 
towns on the coast" Representationa were 
made throosh Mr Charles Grant, M.P. 

October 13.--Jamea Neild, formerly High Sheriff 
of Buckinghamshire, visited the town for the 
purpose ci inspecting the Jail and Infirmary. 



28 Invemew Courier Index, llSfA 

It IB noted that he had epent a oonsKierable 
part of hia foxtime in viaiting priaona in Britain 
with the hnmanB intention of improving them. 
He contributed £20 for beiioof of the poor in 
Inverneaa, and £6 to the relief fond raiaed for 
the BttflFerera by the diaaater at Meikle Ferry. 
He abo gave beda and bed-cbthea for the cella, 
and auggeated improYementa to the Ifagiatratea. 

October 27. — ^Report of oekbrationa of the Jubilee 
of Qeoroe UL, held on the 26th, the beginning 
of the SOth year of hia reign. A dinner waa 
hdd in the Northern Meeting Booma, at which 
the Hon. Colonel Fraaer of Lovat preaided. 
Several ladiea were preaent, including the H<». 
lira Fraaer of Lovat, Mn Mackintoah of Mack- 
intosh, Mra Macdonell of Qlenearry, Mn Qrant 
of Rothiemurchua, and Mn raaer of Foyers. 
A brilliantly attended ball waa held in the 
evening, and the hilla were ablaae with bon- 
firea. Lord' Seafortii, who waa Provoat of 
Dingwall, gave a breakfaat there to the 
burgeaaea and their families, and there waa a 
tenantry ball at Brahan Oaatle. There waa 
alao a EmUI for the Lovat tenantry at Beauly. 
Public bodiea aent loyal addreaaea. 

Ibid. — The attendance at the Northern Meeting 
waa amaller than usual, aa ao many Highland 
familiea hod loet relativea in the war. The 
Ducheaa of Goi:don waa present. 

November 10. — ^Notice of celebration of the King'a 
Jubilee at Nairn. There waa a dinner, followed 
by a ball, and the town bella were rung all day. 
The CSiairmaii at the dinner waa Brodie of 
Brodie, Lord-Iieutenasit of the County, who 
waa aupported am atewerda by lieut. -Colonel 
Rose of Kilravock, Major Davidaon of Cantny, 
Captain Dunbar of Boath, and Captain Alex- 
anoer Falconer. Captain Dunbar carried out 
the arrangementa for the ball. In thia and in 
other iaauea there are noticea of celebrationa 
at Tain, Doniodi, Fort-William, Ac. 

November 24. — ^Notice of a celebration of the 
Jubilee at Glengarry, which had been delayed 
till the 16th inat, aa Colonel Macdonell waa 
present «t Invemeaa on the 26th of October, 
jlie celebntion included " a Royal aalute of 21 
guna from wall piecea of antiquity that once 
adorned Invergairy Caatle, nlaoed on movable 
batteries in front of the family reaidBnoe, made 
for the purpoae." 

December 1. — ^Election of memben of Parliament 
for the County of Roas, the candidatea being 
Hugh Innea of Lochalah and Sir Charles Rosa 
of fialnagown. Mr Innea had 23 votea and Sir 
Charlea 19, the former being thna elected. Hie 
vacancy occurred through the death of the 
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prerions renresentative, Lieut. -General Alez- 
ander Mackensid Fraser. Mr limes was rap- 
ported by tlie Seaforth interest. 

Ibid — Completion of the lodu at Mnirtown. 

Ibid.>-Died, at his estate of Plantation, Hnntly, 
Demerarai, on the 25th August last, Robcnt 
Gk>rdon of Drakies. 

Decembeit 8. — Died, on the 2nd curt, at Avoch 
House, George Mackenzie oi Avoch and of 
Towerhill, London; "a gentleman universally 
beloved and respected for the possession of 
every quality that can adorn end endear the 
husband, parent, and friend." 

Decembei! 14.— "We fear the Highland road is 
impsesable. The Caledonian Coach, which 
should have arrived on Wednesday eyenins (the 
12th) is still on the road*, but where, we imow 
not." 

December 22.— Advertisement of Edinburffh and 
Aberdeen Almanacks, with supplement for the 
Norviiem Counuies. Published by J. Young, 
Inverness, and Ettles ft Young, Elgin. 

Ibid. — ^The Committee for managing the fund 
collected for the relief of the sufferers by the 
Meikle Ferry disaster announce that they have 
paid a dividend (of about one-third of the sum 
subscribed) amountinff to £509 15s. They were 
enabled to grant reliefto 17 widows, 9 husbands, 
96 children tmder 14 years of age, and 46 
parents or sisters of drowned persons. They 
also defrayed the expense of interring 24 per- 
sons, made an allowance for loss sustained by 
11 persons sayed from the boat, and paid about 
£29 for premiums to boatmen for searching for 
dead bodies. The Committee now state that 
99 persons were drowned, of whom 43 were 
males and 56 females, wid that 12 were saved, 
of whom 4 were males and 8 females. Manv 
handsome subscriptions were given to the fund. 
The day's pay contributed by the Easter Ross 
Local MUitia amounted to £67 ISs 9d. 
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No. IV. 

There are aereral items of interest in the 
present instahnent, but the only one to which 
we may direct attention is the death of Sheriff 
Fraser of Farraline. There is an interesting 
account of this gentleman in the late Mr 
Alexander Mackeniie's History of the Frasers. 
Simon Fraser was the tenth of Farraline, and 
was appointed Sheriff of the County of Inrer- 
ness in Mapr 1781. At that time the Hi^- 
iands were in a very unsatisfactory condition. 
Subsequent to the battle of CuUoden a band 
of nuirauders infested the countxr, and Mr 
Fraser's predecessors in the Sheriffdom, David 
Scrymfleour of Birkhill, and Alexander Camp- 
bell oTDelnie, failed to extirpate them, al- 
though they made repeated endeavours to 
do so. Sheriff Fraser, howeyer, ultimately 
succeeded. Mr Mackensie thus describes his 
methods and their results : — 

'* When appointed be discovered that the exist- 
mg police was insufficient for its purpose, and 
found in consequeoce that the only way to protect 
the property of the lieges was by an ezistiiig 
azrangement to pay voluntary blackmail in money 
or oatUe to the bands of roblJers who then scoured 
over the Highlands and did pretty much what 
they liked. Farraline, who for a considerable 
time served in the armv, had left it for the law, 
and at the desire of nis chief, Genersl Simon 
Fraser of Lovat, set himself to work right 
earnestly to bring about the suppression of the 
unsatisfactory state of things wnich prevailed. 
With the assistance of a ttbKfog and courageous 
Highlander, well known in hie day, John liac- 
kay, messenger-at-srms, Fort-Augustus, and by 
unremitting personal and persistent efforts, 
Sheriff Frajser ultimately succeeded in effecting 
his punK)ae. Accompanied by his faithful and 
trusty henchman, he traversed the most inacces- 
sible districtSjOften incurring great personal danger 
on his journeys. He was more than once fired 
at, and so imminent were the lisks he anticipated 
and often incuired that he never travelled on 
these occasions without a brace of loaded pistols 
ready for immediate use. Acting on the well- 
known adage of setting ' a thief to catch a thief,' 
he appointed Donald Mor Cameron, in Leckroy 
of Lochaoer, himself reputed a notorious cattle- 
lifter, as one of the constables of the County of 
Inverness, and thus secured his services on the 
side of good ordap in his district. By Donald's 
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aid the whqlt tribe of Eenaediee, who lived by 
tribnte or bUckmail over a wide raoffe of oonntry, 
were hunted down, one of them being hanged at 
InvemeM, while ieveral more were banished acroes 
the leaa. John ICackay traced two notorious 
membere of this tribe as far aa Callaoder, and 
by a bold and masterly maaoetiTre captured them 
while carousing there in an alehonse. Ifackay 
suddenly entered the room in which they were 
drinking, and peremptorily called on tiSem to 
SQiTender, telling them at the same time that 
eaoape waa now impossible. They cnrionsly 
enongh beliered him, thinking, no doubt, tiiat 
he had never dared to come so far without a 
sui&cieoit bodyguard, and quietly allowed them- 
selves to be hand-cuffed, and carried away 
nrisonera. Their mortification and rage may l>e 
imagined when they found themselves the out- 
witted victims of a bold and cleverly-executed 
stratagem by a single unprotected officer of the 
law." 

Sheriff Fraaer died at the aee of 66 (Mr Mao- 
kenaie says he was drowned at tlie Longman 
while bauinir), and waa aaoceeded by his son 
John, an advocate at the Scottiflh Bar and 
Deputy-lieutenant of the County of Inver- 
ness, who sold the estate. John cKed in 1838. 
EQs only son, Simon, died in the same year, 
leaving no issue. 

From the " Invemus Journal.** 
1810. 

January 12.~"nie will of the late IXr Gray, of 
Blgm, whereby he bequeathed £30,000 to the 
town of Elgin for pious purposes, irinch was 
disputed by his friends, and has been for scmie 
time past the subject of a Clianoery suit, has. 
by a late dedsion of that Court, been declared 
valid, and the town of Elgin found entitled 
to the whole amounts" 

January 19. -^A woman sentenced to transporta- 
tion for stealing escaped from Inverness Jail 
by forcing one of the stanchions of the cell, 
and slipping down by a rope. Another 
prisoner escaped from the Jail of ^ck. He 
was afterwards captured, but again escaped. 

Ibid.— Married, at DondonneD House, on the 10th 
curt. , the Rev. Thomas Ross, LL.D. , minister oi 
Lodibroom, to Jane, only daughter of Qeoi^ 
Mackenzie, Esq. of DundoonelL 

January 26.— A theatrical company drawing lane 
audiences in Inverness. One special ni^t the 
proceeds were £40. 

Ibid.— The Inverness Redment of IGlitia is ap- 
pointed to do duty Jouitly with the Artallery 
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of the King's Gtermaa Legion, over tlie French 
nrifooers inien they occupy Portchester Gaatle. 

Feornary 2. — ^The Inyemess Packet for London 
ifl adTertiaed at thia time aa " armed by Gbrem- 
mentb" The veaael waa to leave Invemeaa on 
the 2nd, Fort-Qeor^e on the 3rd, and CrouMbrty 
on the 8tb ; and waa to " call off Findhom and 
Bnrghead aa aoon thereafter aa poaaible.'* At 
thia rate of progreas ahe would nave taken a 
long time getting to her deetiniation, but it is 
ataM in a aubaequent iasue that she arriTed 
in London on the 15th» after a quick paaaage. 

February 9.— The XnTemeaa-ahire Farmer Society 
ad<^ted a reaolntioo to wear cloth " of the wool 
of our own growth and manufactured at the 
Inyemeaa Woollen Manntactory." 

Ibid. — ^The Preabytery ol Inyemeaa sent to the 
Britiah and Foreign Bible Society the aum of 
£178 19a ll^d. llie coUectiona are giyen aa 
followa: — ^InTemeaa Pariah Church, £32 168 
2d; Chapel of Eaae, £35 lOa 6d; KiltarUty 
Pariah, £30 7a 6d; Moy, £11 9a 6d; Petty, 
£20 Oa 3^; Daviot, £7 7a; Kirkhill, £32; 
Dorea, £9 98. 

Ibid. — ^IMed, on 2lBt January, aged 75, Janiea 
Fiaaer, tenant in TomoYoidt, pariah of Bolee- 
kine, " a man of modest manners and exemplary 
life." He waa one of the Fraaer Highlanders 
who diatinguiahed themaelyea at the capture of 
Quebec (1*^). It is noted that within three 
milea round TomoToidt there wen still sur- 
Tiving five more who had witneeaed the capture, 
one of them being Captain Fraaer of Bunche- 
gaire, and another, Captain Fraaer of Errogie. 

February 23. — ^The Morajrshire Farmers Club 
"entered into the patriotic resolution of wear- 
ing cloth of the manufacture of Measra John- 
son & Sim, of Newmill, the only woollen manu- 
facturers in Morayshire." 

Mafch 2. — Complainta of aheep-stealing, and 
persons appointed aa constables to search for 
and secure offenders. Four persona appomted 
for the County of Inyemess. The constables 
were to be armed, and to watch the leading 
paaaea. 

March 9. — ^The Committee of the Meikle Ferry 
Fmd announce that a aecond dividend of £1000 
will be paid to the relativea of the sufferers. 
The Committee further announce that when 
they have completed tueir arrangements, they 
intend to hand over their minutes and the list 
of subscribers, by whose generosity 170 desti- 
tute persona had been relieved, to the minister 
of Domodi, "to be lodged with the Session 
records of the pariah, that the whole drcum- 
atancea attending tha4^ dlreadful event mav be 
preserved and handed down to poeterity/' It 
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might be worth while to look for these docu- 
menti. Hie Committee eyidoitly cairied out 
their work with boBiiien-like preciaioiL 
Ibid. — ^Died, xecently at Oning. in the parish 
of KiiUill, at the age of 102, James mser, 
farmer. '*His remains were ttbtended to the 
ffraye bj a nnmerons family, and upwards of 
70 of his mad and ffreat-grandchildien. He 
possessed Uie nse of ul his faculties to the last 
oonr, had never been oonfinedi aboye two hours 
by illness, never wore any other dress than the 
Eughland garb in the course of his long life, and 
was a man much esteemed by his numerous 
acquaintances for his singularly pleaaing man- 



Ibid. — ^"Died, at Dornoch, on the 6th curt., aged 
73, Bailie James Boog, of that place, a truly 
honest man.'* 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Amat, Ross-shire, on the 2nd 
curtw, Munro Boss, Esq. of Pitcalnie. 

March 16.— A malignant outbreak of feyer in the 
counties of Caithness and Sutherland. Notices 
of this outbreak appear for weeka afterwards. 
It was of a seyere type. 

March 23.— Another pnsoner in the Jail of Inver- 
ness, inoarcerated for forgery, made his escape. 
The Magistrate* offered a rewatd of 10 guineas 
for his apprehension. When he escaped ne was 
wearing '^a light green tartan coat en the Ban- 
noc^bum manufacture, a bine waistcoat of 
home-made stuff, with artillery buttons; a 
dark green kilt with red stripes running through 
it, buck Cadaa hose, blue doth bonnet, and 
a red comforter about his neck, home-made." 
He waa not re<»ptured. 

March 30. — ^The following adyertisement may be 
quoted : — ^" Very speedily will be published by 
Sotm Ballantyne ft Co., Edinburgh, had may 
be had of J. Young, Inyemess, and Ettles and 
Toun^, Elgiik, "The Lady of the Lake," a 
poem m six cantos, by Walter Scott, Esq., em- 
bellished with a portrait of the author, engraved 
by Heath. Printed in quaito in the best man- 
ner by Ballantyne. A few copies are taken 
off on royal pt^" 

April 6.— Woollen factory of Mr James Melvin, 
dyer in Forres, burned to the ground. 

April 13. — Little girl murdered ait Spevmouth on 
the previous Sunday by a man named GUlan. 

Ibid. — ** Colonel Macdonell of Glengarry was pre- 
sented to his Majesty at the Levee on Wednes- 
day se'enniffht, in full Hiffhlaad dress.** 

April 20.— "Died, at Erro^e, on the 14th curt., 
in the 76th year of his age. Captain John 
Fraserj a most respectable and woxthy charac- 
ter. He sewed as a light Infaotrjr ofBoer 
during the whole of the inraiortal Wolfe's 

5 
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witb whom hk mctiyity made him 
> in f ftTCNir. He alio witneMed hit idoTi- 
008 death." 

April 27.— SuhicriptioiM of £106 intimated for 
the porpoae of assisting and finishing an 
Epiaoopal Chapel in Dingwall, the building of 
wnich was commenced some years ago. 

ICay 4. — A nnmbcr of coins, mostly of Charles 
U. and Queen Anne, found in an old dyke at 
Dalmore, Cbunty of Sutherland. 

Mar 11. — ^Report of a meeting of the County of 
Ross, whicA, amonff its other proceedings, re- 
solved to petition Parliament for the repeal of 
an Act passed this session, entitled "An Act 
to prohibit the distiUatioa of spirits from com 
in Great Britain for * limited time." It was 
r^)resented that from inability to dispose of 
grain, it had become Tery oifficult, if not 
absolutely impossible, to pay the property and 
assessed taxes, as weU as the stipends of pariah 
ministers. There was a comjpdaint of 4he great 
preyalenoe of smuggling. The meeting also 
askad for further powers in rektion to the con- 
struotion of roaas and the commutation of 
statute labour, which Parliament afterwarda 
granted. 

Ibid.—" Died, at Locfabay, in SWe, 27th April, 
Mr Alejumder Gray, officer of Excise ; a truly 
honest officer, who had no pleasure in hurting 
the Rerenue or fair trader; much and justly 
lamented by his numerous acquaintances. 

Hay 26. — ^Legacies and donations to the Academy 
of Fortrose aooounced to the amount of £324. 

Ibid. — ^Foundation stone laid of the bridge at 
ContiA, in Ross-shire. 

Ibid. — ^"The County of Nairn, in a veiy full 
meeting, which was held on Friday, the 18th 
curt., unanimously voted an address to his 
Majesty, expressiTe of their attadmient to hia 
peraon, and deprecating riotous and tumukuous 
meetings under the pretence of reform.** 

June 1. — ^The Freeholders, Commissioners of 
Suf^ly, Justices of the Peace, and other heri- 
ton of the County of Invemees met on the 
30th hist., and voted a loyal address to his 
Majesty. 

Ibid.— Died, on Saturday the lOtfai May, in New 
Cavendish Street, London, Simon Fraser, Esq. 
of Ness Castle, in the 84th year of his age. 

June 16.— A paragraph states that there was then 
standing in the house of Fairraline, the seat 
of Simon Fraser, Esq., Sheriff-Depute of the 
County, a rooftree, erected by one of his pro- 
genitors on the day immediately preceding the 
battle of Blar-na-leine, fouriit between t^e 
Frasers and Macdonalds at the head of Loch- 
Lochy. The battle was fought in July 
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1544. The tree or beam, which was of birch, 
waa therefore 266 years old. 

June 22. — Notices of sheep and wool markets 
reoentiv held at Beanly, Fort-Augustns, and 
Fort-William. Cheviot wodL was sold from 368 
to 37s per stone ; common wool, 19s per double 
stone; Gheviot ewes at 36s and 57s; and 
Cheviot lambs at lis 6d and 128. Blackfaced 
wedders brought from 21s to 23s, and lambs, 7s 
to 9s. A later naragraph says that the price of 
blackfaced wedders should have been given as 
from 24s to 298. 

June 29. — ^The Olengarry Regiment of Looal 
Militia mardied into Inveivess, led by Colonel 
Maodonell of Glenjgarry. The corps mustered 
between 700 and mX) men, and it was stated 
that there was not a man ia it who did not 
undierstaiid and speak the Gaelic language, and 
indeed nrefer it to any other. — ^The Nairnshire 
Local Militia had previously assembled at 
Nairn, under command of Lieut. -Colonel Rose 
of Kjlravock. They had two stands of 
colours, oonse<»ated by the Rev. Mr Patersoo, 
Auldearn. 

July 6. — Appreciative notices of the 3rd Regiment 
of Local Militia, assembled at Pntree, under 
command of Lieut. -Colonel Medeod, and of 
the 1st Regiment of Koss-shire Militia, assem- 
bled at Dingwall, under command of Lieut. - 
Colonel D. Munro. 

July 13. ^A handsome stand of colours, given by 
dlen^arry, was presented to the re«ment at 
the Longman bv Mrs Chisholm of Chisholm. 
The Rev. Donald Martin, minister of the Chapel 
of Ease, consecrated the oolours. 

Juhr 20. — ^The Glenffarry Reaiment reviewed by 
General Lord Cauicart. ^niis officer and his 
staff were afterwards presented with the free- 
dom of the town. A dinner was given in the 
Noriheni Meeting Rooms, and a ball in the 
evening. 

Ibid.— Foundation stone of the Tain Academy 
kid on 18th curt by Mr Alexander Baillie, 
late Provost. The site waa jtreeented by the 
Hon. David Ross of Ankerville, one of the 
Senators of the CoUe^ of Justice. 

July 27. — ^The 1st Regim«it of Livemess Local 
Militia assembled under command of the Hon. 
Colonel Fraser of Lovat.— The Easter Ross 
Regiment assembled at Tain, under command 
of Colonel Macleod of Geanies. 

Ibid.^"Died, at Inverness, on the 19th inst., 
MtB Cktheiine Rose, spouse of the late John 
Rose, surveyor of taxes, daughter of the late 
Duncan Rose, Esq. of Kindeaoe, and niece to 
the celebrated Duncan Forbes of Colloden, 
Lord-President of the Gburt of SeasioiL'' 
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Angost 10. — Ooloiin preiented to the let Regi- 
ment of Local Militu K^tiie Hon. Mn Vnaer 
ftnd Mn Ifaqihenon of Ulnny. Gonaecnted by 
the Rev. A. Fraaer, aenior miniater of InTer- 
neaa, and chaplain to the xegunent. At a later 
date the reguneot wae reviewed by Maior- 
GtoeFai Scott, and there waa a dinner and ball 
in the Northern Meeting Rooma. 

Ibid. — Mr Oombie, a dentist from Aberdeen, 
annonncea a viait to InirwneaB, and ataftea that 
if he meets with encouragement he will come 
regnlarly onoe »-year. 

Aoffoat 17.— A large sum m aid of the Metkle 
Ferrr Fmui collected in Grenada, and aent by 
Mr G. G. Mnnro, aon of Mr Monro of Poyntz- 
field. The amount in local currency waa £546 
IDs 6d, and in exchange value, £2^6 14a 6d 
ateilinff. 

August dl.—- "On Tuesday the Slst inst, died 
here, Simon Fraaer, Esq. of Fairaline, who 
filled the important offices of Sheriff-Depute, 
Yioe-Iieutenant, and Convener of the Shire of 
InvemesBy and b^ whose assiduity the public 
bnsinesB waa uniformly accelerated, and the 
tranquillitv and welfare of the ahke greatly 
promoted lor the last 30 years. Perfect master 
of the language, and intimately acquainted with 
the manners and customs of the country, he 
was in the discharge of hia dutiea emincoitly 
successful in obtainini; the esteem and affection 
of all mnka; and bemg a zealous promoter of 
all public woi^ and inatitutiona, hia loas will 
long be felt and hia memogy req>ected by a 
diaoeming pnUic." This ia the entry in the 
obituary, and a looal pan^|(raph in the same 
issue myakea reference to an impressive discourse 
pnached on the SheriflTa death by the Rev. Mr 
Koae in the High CSiurch. The writer adds : 
— ^"In the character of a judge and in every 
other puUic aituation, our late mous and 
worthy Sheriff waa deaervedlv beloved and 
respected, while his goodness <rf neart and cheer- 
fulness of temper will be long remembered 
among the drde of hia friends.*' Mr Alexander 
Mackeniie, in his History of the Erasers, says 
that the Sheriff, who lived at Seabank, 
waa drowned while bathing at the Lonnnan. 
Thia is not mentioned in the "Journal, but 
the omiasion does not neoeasazily imply that 
the atatement ia inoomect. 

Ibid. — Show of bulla at Strontian under the 
auapioea of the Hishland Society. 

S^tember 7. — " On Monday last « mare beloiig- 
mg to Ci^tain Fniser of Brackla, trotted 
apinst tame from Inverness to Fort-George, a 
diatanoe of 14 milee, whidi ahe performed with 
ease in 49 minutea, being within 11 minutes 
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of the time allowed. Several beta were de- 
pending upon the iaaoe, which were won, of 
oourae, by thoae who betted in favour of the 



Ibid. — Died, at Ramegate, on the 26th Angnat, 
in the 84th jear of hia age, Sir Alexander 
linnro of Novar, one of the GommiBaioners of 
Hia Majeaty'a Cuatoma in Engkaid.— Died, at 
St Thomaa, on the 28th day of June but, 
iSneaa liacbean, £aq[., youngo: of Tomatin, 
merchant in Glaagow. 

September 14.— Wifiiam Fraaer-Tjrtler of Aldonrie 
appointed Sherifl-Depnte of the Connfy in room 
of the late Sheriff Fraaer. 

September 28. — Jamea Grant of Bnght elected 
Frovoat of Inverneaa in room of Thomaa 
Gilzean of Bonaochton. 

Ibid. — ^Three young men, aona of nei^ibonring 
gentlemen, drowned off LoohbracadMe, Shye, 
DT the upaetUng of a boat. 

Ibid. — ^"The Highland piper, who ao nobly dis- 
tingoiahed himaelf in the battle of Vimiera, 
by playing on the bagpipee aa he lay wounded, 
'Up and waor them a , Willie,' haa agam em- 
barked with hia regiment (the 71at) for Portu- 
gal" 

September 28 and October 6.— At the CSrouit 
Court, Akounder GiUan waa found guilty of 
tiie murder of a girl at Speymouth. He waa 
sentenced to be executed and hung in chaini 
at the apot where lua crime waa committed. 
The culprit waa only about 19 vmn of age, 
but the murder waa exceedingly cruel and 
vidoua. 

October 5. — ^At the aame CSonrt aeveral women 
from Elgin were convicted of theft and reaet 
of theft. The aentenoe in one caae waa that 
the WOToan waa to be impriaoned in Elgin Tol- 
booth for the apace of one year ; that ahe waa 
to atand in the pOloiy on the aeoond martet 
day thereafter with a label on her breaat 
denoting her a "Notorioua Thief*; and then 
to be baniahed Scotland for lifci The other 
women had the aame puniatunent, except that 
the label which each of them had to bear waa 
"A Reeetter of Stolen Gooda." 

October 12. — ^Duncan Munro of Cnlcaim elected 
Frovoat of Dingwall. 

October 19.-— Report of Northern Meeting. An- 
nonnoed that the Meeting is to hold hereafter 
on the third Monday of October, and to con- 
tinue for the reat of the week agreeably to the 
regnUtiona. For the previoua year or two it 
bciian on WedUeaday. On the motion of the 
Marquia of Huntly, it waa unanimoualy reaolved 
that all the membera ahould appear annuaUy 
in bliM ooate from the Invemeaa Woollen 
Manufactory. 
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Nomember 9. — Cftptain Charles Urqubait, son of 
Mr John Urqimart, of the Ordnance, Fort- 
George, wae lulled at the battle of Busaco on 
27th September. Two brothers, also officers, 
died some years before, one in Jamaica, the 
other at Portsmouth. qH>tain William Mack- 
intosh, son of Mr Mackintoah, store-keeper at 
Fort-Qeorge, waa killed at Busaco. 

NoTember 16.— Alexander Qillan, hanged at 
Bpeymonth on the 14th, for the murder previ- 
oasly reported. 

December Y. — Opening of Crinan Canal recorded. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on nis passage to India, on the 29th 
April last. Lieutenant Allan Cameron, of the 
78th Highlanders, son to lieutenant John 
Cameron, of the 6th Royal Veteran Battalion. 
"When little more than sixteen years of ase 
he carried the regimental colours at the battle 
of Maida, and though these were much torn by 
the enemy's shot, he had the good fortune to 
remain untouched. He afterwards served with 
the reffiment in Eg3mt, and as Adjutant to the 
Battalion of Detachments from the Isle of 
Wight in the Walcheren Expedition, where he 
unfortunately contracted the fatal disorder to 
which he fell a youthful victim." 

December 14.~Duncan Ghrant of Bught reaigned 
the office of cashier, and boxmaster to the six 
incorporated trades, which he had held for 64 
years. His son, James Grant, appointed his 
BUcce«or. 



1811] File of Inverness Journal. 



No. V. 

In the notes in this issue we find the record 
of the first election of Charles Grant, after- 
wards Lord Glenelg, as member for the 
Inverness Burehs. His father was at the time 
member for the County. Both were distin- 
gmshed men. The son succeeded the father 
in the representation of the County, and was 
for many years a member of the Government. 
He was bom in India, at Eidderpore, in the 
Presidency of Bengal, in 1779 ; was educated 
at Cambridge, and called to the English Bar 
in 1807. In 1813 he was appointed a Lord of 
the Treasury, in 1819 Secretary for Ireland, 
and afterwiurds Vice-President of the Board 
of Trade, President of the Board of Control, 
and Secretary for the Colonies. He sat for 
twenty-four years in the House of GNnmons, 
and was raised to the peerage in 1835, with 
the title of Lord Glenelg. He died in 1866. 

Mention is also made in this issue of the 
appearance of the comet <rf 1811, which was 
for many weeks a brilliant object in the 
northern sky. Some of our readers will be 
familiar with the fine poem on this comet by 
tne Ettrick Shepherd, of which the following 
stanzas may be quoted : — 

"Stranger of heaven, I bid thee hail I 
Sbiid from the pall of glory riven, 
That flMhest in celestial gale, 

Broad pennon of the King of heaven. 
"Whate'er portends thy front of fire. 
Thy streaming locks so lovely pale, 
Or peace to man, or judgment dire. 
Stranger of heaven, I bid thee hail !** 

From the "Inverness Journal,^ 
1811. 

January 11. — It may be interesting to ffive the 
amount of the collection made for the Northern 
Infirmary in the Churches of Inverness on the 
first SalKMith of January this year. The total 
amount wae £89 13s 3d, distributed as follows : 
English and Gaelic Church, £66 148 3d ; Chapel 
of Ease, £20 9s; Methodist Chapel, £2 10a. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on 8Ui November 1810, on board a 
transport at Portsmouth, and on his return 
from Lisbon, in cham of the medical staff 
attending the sick ana wounded. Doctor John 
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liadeod, one of the phyndans to bi« Mtjetty'i 
forces, and aecond eon of William Madeod of 
Loakintyre. He ia deaoribed aa a young man 
of nnoommon abilitiea and eztraoroinary pro- 
ficiency both in literary and profeaaional attaln- 
menta. Hia death waa caoaea through ezceaaiTe 
fatigue in attending to hia dutiea. 

Januarr 18.— At a meeting in Edinbur^ of the 
Highland Society of 8a>tknd, a report waa 
anbmitted ahowing the pro^eaa made m collect- 
ing anctent Oeltic manuacripta and materiala for 
a dictionary. A letter waa read froip Sir John 
Macmgor if urray offering to contribute liberally 
to tne expcnae of auch a dictionary from a fund 
ooUected in India. The Society anthoriaed a 
aum to be hud out towarda the expenae of the 
dictionary, and for haying the ancient Celtic 
manuacripta collected by tbe Society tranacribed 
and tranalated. 

January 25. — A collection for behoof of Bible 
Societies in the Pariah Church of Urquhart, 
Roaa-ahire, amounted to £60 12a, indnding a 
donation ^ £5 by Sir Hector Mackenzie of 
Qairloch, Bart. Tne minister. Rey. Mr Calder, 
aent £40 12a to the Scottiah Bible Society, and 
£20 to the Edinburgh Bible Society. 

Ibid.— Died, at Fort-William, on the 7th January, 
in the 42nd year of hia age, the Rey. John Ord, 
chaplain of the garrison and rector of the 
Orammar School. He ia deacribed aa a man of 
eztenaiye erudition and an impreaaiye preacher. 

February 15. — ^Report of a dinner giyen "for the 
purpoae of heating, aa it ia call^l, the Maaon 
Lodse Hotel, recently taken po aae a si oin of by 
Mr Bennet, from Eduiburgh.** The company 
numbered about 70, with Proyost Grant aa 
chairman and Mr Mack1nt»oah of Holm as 
croupier. 

February 22. — ^Died, at the house of hia mother. 
Lady Saltoun. in New Gayendiah Street, Lon- 
don, on 10th February, the Hon. Simon Fraaer, 
banker, proprietor of Neaa C^kstle. Mr Fraaer 
had completed his 23rd year. The property of 
Keaa Castle deyolyed on hia younger brother, 
the Hon. William Fraaer. 

Ibid. — It may be mentioned aa a proof of the 
increaaing population of thia place that Mr 
Smith, who holds two acres of land at the 
Hauffh, has feued the aame for the purpoae of 
buil(&ng. Tbe ground bdng aquare and well 
laid out, it will form a neat yulage, which ia 
to be called Oordonyille.** 

March 1 and 8. — ^The death is announced on the 
19th ult., of Sir James brant of Grant, Bart. 
It is stated that he took little part in politics, 
but enjoyed the loye and respect of a numerous 
sod happy tenantry, to whom he waa a most 
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attontiTe and indulgent landlord.. ''He had all 
the affections, witl^nt any of the pride or any 
of the hanhnees of feudal snpenority; and 
neyer forgot, in attention to his own intereats, 
or the improvement of his extenaiye estates, 
the interests or the comfort of the peoi^'* 

Ihid. — ^Three men were conyeying seyeral ankers 
of smuggled wlusky across the riyer opposite 
Ness Castle. They were pulling the boat across 
with a rope. The riyer being yery high, the 
rope broke, the boat filled, two of tlie men were 
drowned, and the third was rescued after being 
carried down a mile and a-half clinging to the 
stem. The spirits were to haye been used at 
the wedding of one of the men who was 
drowned. 

Mardi 15. — ^Establishment of a daily mail coach 
between Inyerness and Aberdeen. It was to 
commence running on 6th April Inside fare, 
£3 138 6d ; outside, £2 9b. 

April 6.— A statement appears that the proprie- 
tors of the Lone Island haye not promoted 
emigration, but haye encouraged tenants to 
remain. It is stated that the practice of exact- 
ing services has been abolished, that the small 
tenants in general hold directly of the proprie- 
tors, and that aU payments of rent are made 
m money. 

Ibid. — ^The Oaledonian Company announce that 
while their coach in to run twice arweek to 
Edinburgh (it seems to have been reduced to 
once a-week in winter), they are to put on in 
June a diligence, to run five days a-week, and 
to perform the journey in two days instead of 
three. Passengers were to be allowed seven 
houn^ rest the night they were on the road. 

Ibid.— A carrier announces that he is to make a 
journey once a month between Invemess and 
Fort-William, Previously he had only made 
occasional journeys. 

April 12.— Road completed between Inverfarigaig 
and the new road to Moyhall. 

April 19.— "That highly useful clsss of judges, 
the Sheriff-Substitutes of Scotland, have at last 
had justice done to tiiem, by receiving an 
addition to their salaries." 

April 26.— At the Circuit Court, two shoemakers' 
apprentices from Elgin were convicted of 
assaulting, stabbing, and otherwlM maltreating 
liniliam Taylor, late executioner at Inverness, 
and were sentenced to be transported beyond 
the seas for seven years. Hie attadc seems to 
have been made on the hangman for his conduct 
at the execution of Qillan at Speymouth. The 
report of the execution bears that the unfortu- 
nate criminal was kept waiting on the scaffold 
by the unskilfnlness of the executioner, 'Vhose 

6 
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oonoern aeemed directed to tlie peiqnisitee oi the 
office more than the bnaiiieM m which he was 
engaged.** There ia a tradition that the 
executioner died from tlie naage he reoeived on 
hifl way home, bat the abort paragraph giren 
to the trial of bia aaaailanti only apeaSa of 
maltreating. The ezpreasion "late ezecntioner*' 
implies no more than that he had been dia- 
miaaed from hia office. If he had died, the 
aentence wonld have been more severe. 

May 24. — ^llinera brought from Walea by the 
Marquis of Stafford struck on a aeam of coal 
at Brora. They hoped to be able to make the 
working remunerative. Thia apparently was the 
first actual proof of the exiatence of coal 
(lignite) in considerable quantity at Brora. The 
first bore waa 230 feet in depth. 

June 21. — ^The Galedonian Coaching Company 
proTtose to run their coaches by the Highland 
road three times a-week, **wiih such expedition 
that a person leaving Inverness at aix o'clock 
in the morning can with comfort and ease 
get to Edinburgh next d&v to dinner; and in 
Uke manner from Edinburgn to Inve-rness.'* The 
coach from Inverness re^hed Dunkeld at ten 
o'clock in the evening, and left at five next 
morning, reaching Perth in time to catch the 
coach ror Edinburgh. 

June 28. — ^Recorded that Sir James Maddntoah, 
then Recorder of Bombay, bad sent a remittance 
from that Presidency of £627 8e to the Academy 
of Fortrose, where he received his early educa- 
tion. Also that Mr John Forsyth, a son of the 
late William Forsyth, of Cromarty, had sent 
from Calcutta £125; and that George Gunn 
Mnnro, treasurer of the Island of Grenada, aon 
of Mr Miunro of Poyntsfield, and an old pupil, 
had sent £210. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Inverness, on the 24th. William 
Wilson, merchant in Inverness, and for many 
years one of ita most active Magistrates. 

Ibid — "Died, in the 23rd year of his age, near 
Almeida, on the 6th May, Lieutenant William 
Houston, of the 71st Regiment, a young officer 
of excellent talents, of amiable disposition, and 
of great promise. He fell on that memorable 
day, gallantly leading a division of Light In- 
fantry to the charge, and amongst the most 
advanced of hia admiring companions. He was 
the only son of Hugh Houston, Esq. of Creich, 
in Sutherlandahire ; had early discovered a high 
and martial spirit, and embraced the military 
profession with ajrdoor and enthusiasm." 

Julv 12.— The University and Kinff*s College of 
Aberdeen unanimoualy dectedi «fohn TuUoch, 
A.M., of the Invemeea Academy, to be conjunct 
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ProfeMor of Mathematics with Mr Duncan in 
the said Universitj. 

July 19. — Oolours were presented by Mrs Qil- 
landers of Highfield to the first reffiment of 
Ross-shire Local Militia, commanded by Lieut. - 
Ck^onel Muoro of Culcaim, and were conse- 
crated Dy Rev. Mr Bethune, of Alness, chaplain 
to tlie corps. 

August 16. — Notice of a veteran named John 
Keid, living in the village of Delnies, Nairn- 
shire, who haul seen prolonged service as a 
soldier, and had nearly completed his hundredth 
year. '*He entered the Sndl Battalion of the 
Scots Royals upwards of eigh^ years ago, and 
fouffht at the battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, 
Walls, and Culloden. He served also through 
the whole of the Amoican War, and was 
present at the sieges of Quebec and Ticonderoffa, 
where he was severelv wounded by a musket 
ball, which entered his thigh, and which it 
was found impossible to extract. This ball he 
means to bequeath as a legacy to one of his 
sons, of whom he has several, all begotten in 
lawful wedlock, and although he married at 
the age of 70, and all of whom are serviuR their 
ELing and country." This veteran had been 
only twice intoxicated during his long life, once 
at the time of his enlistment, and again when 
the news of his Majesty's coronation arrived at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where the Royals then 
lay. Mr Macleod, of the Inverness Roval 
Academy, painted his portrait, and intended 
to present it to the Duke of Kent, then Colonel 
of the Royak, in which Reid had serv^ for 
upwards of forty years. 

Ibid. — ^The 4th or Long Island! Regiment of In- 
verness-shire Militia assembled at Benbecula on 
22nd July, under command of Lieut.-Colonel 
Maodonard of StafFa. Only two of the rank and 
file were missing, and they were supposed to 
have entered the navy. The regiment was 
dressed in the complete Highland garb. 

August 23. — "This piaoe for some days back has 
been the resort of an immense number of per- 
sons of rank and fashion, who at this season of 
the year generally visit the North for the pur* 
pose of viewing its beautiful and romantic 
scenery." 

Anznst 30.— Oeorge Sinclair of Ulbster elected 
M.P. for Caithness, in room of his father. Sir 
John Sinclair, who had accepted an office under 
the Crown. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Adam anpointed rector of the Inverness 
Academy. 

September 6. — ^List of subscriptions sent from 
India to the Meikle Ferry Disaster Fund. The 
total sum was 3229 pagodas, and it was stated 
that the value of a pagoda was 8s 9d. The 
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money was transmitted tbrongh I>r Walter Boaa 
Muiro, of Oalcntta. 

September 20.— Desth aanoonoed of Peter Baillie, 
Esq. of Docbfonr, M.P. for the InTemeas 
Borgha. "Through some miatake, the name of 
Evan BaiUie, Eaq., M.P. for Bristol, waa in- 
aerted in the obituaxy of moat of om: contem- 
porary printa, but we have the pleasure to atate 
that, though at an advanced age, that gentleman 
is in the perfect enjoyment of healUi, eoEoept 
in so far as it may be affected by ao seveie an 
affliction aa the death of a beloTed aon." Mr 
Evan Baillie sarriyed mitfl 1836, when he died 
at the age of 95. 

Ibid.— In this and other isanea there were 
frequent referencea to a comet which was then 
attracting great attention. 

September 27. — Publication of a yolnme of poetrv 
entitled "Craig-Phadric, Visions of Sensibility, 
Ugendary Talea, and Occaaional Piecea," by 

h ^l'^^ ^^'•"y ^" editor of the 
Journal^' The price of the volume was 10a 6d. 

Ibid.— Foundation laid of Lord Macdonald'a vil- 
lage of Kyleakin. There waa a ceremony, at- 
tended' by the ladies and gentlemen of the nei^- 
bourhood, and followed by festivities on the 
village green. 

October 4.— 'Trancis Jefeey, Eeq., ao well known 
and juatly celebnuted for hia literary and legal 
knowledge, paid a visit to this place on Satur- 
day last, on his way from Kinrara, the beautiful 
and romantic cottage of her Grace the Ducheaa 
of Gordon. Having viewed the operations of 
the Caledonian Canal, and the delightful scenery 
around Invemeaa, with which he seemed highly 
gratified, this eminent character aet out for 
Aberdeen, on hia way to Edinburgh." 

^J^--pi«i» on 16th Auguat. at Timdow of 
Oarthmore, in the pariah of Abemethy, William 
Stuart, in hia 91at year. He joined the army in 
hie youth, went to Plandera in 1743, with the 
42nd Regiment, and was at the battlea of Pon- 
tenoy, Lafelt, and the aiege of Bw-gen-op-Zoom. 
He waa supposed to be the last aurvivor of 
ttiosB who went abroad with the 42nd in the 
above year. 

October 26.— Report of Northern Meeting, which 
began on Monday, 14th, and continued during 
the week. On Friday, about 140 ladies and 
^ntiemra aat down to dinner, and there were 
about 200 dancers in the ball-room. Amoni? 
the amusements of the week was a trotting 
match between a pony belongiDg to the Mar- 
qma of Huntly, and a hor8el)elonging to Mr 
FOTbesof Oufloden. The pony was the winner. 
rhe distance, which waa about aix miles, waa 
performed with apparent ease in twenty-thres 
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minntei, beins at the rute of nearly nxteen 
miles an hour. 

Ibid. — ^Notice of dinner given at Moyhall by Hie 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh to a distinguished 
party, whidx included Ifr Charles Grant, son 
of the member for the County, and candidate 
for the representation of the Burghs. "Thouflh 
many of those forming the partv were in the 
morning at the distance of 40 miles from Moy- 
hall, yet they all arrived nearly at the same 
time. One of the dishes at table was a hind 
quarter of one of the blackfaced breed of sheep, 
seven vears old, which weighed 80 lbs., and 
nad af lbs. of suet. It was fed at Moyhall, 
and proved a delectable treat." Hie dinner was 
at SIX o'clock, the narty was k^t up until two 
o'clock a.m., and tne visitors remained for the 
niffht. In the morning, after breakfast, they 
left, some for Elinrara, and the others for Castle 
Grant. 

November 1. — ^The sixth anniversary of IVafalgar 
was celebrated in Mrs Maclean's Inn, Forres, 
by the Forres Trafalgar dub, on Monday, 21st 
October, "a day which will ever be remembered 
by Britons with the highest emotions of 
national pride, regret, and satisfaction." The 
Marquis of Huntly was in the chair, and fifty- 
two members were present. 

November 8. — On the 4th, Charles Grant, after- 
wards Lord Glenelg, son of the member for the 
County, was elected to repesent the Inverness 
Bursfas in Parliament. Ilie election took place 
at Fortrose, on that occasion the returning 
burffh, and in expressing his thanks, Ifr Grant 
decbred that he was utterlv unconnected with 
any political party^; "ana the privilege of 
making this assertion with truth is one which 
I value too highly ever to resign." Hie gentle- 
men present afterwards dined together, and 
the health of the new member was proposed- by 
Sir William Gordon-Cumming of Altyre, who 
said — "I have long been intimately acquainted 
with hiuL I know him to be a man of staunch 
independence, and venture to predict that this 
day will be always reckoned auspicious for 
the interests of this country." The same even- 
ing a school ball was given, and many of the 
gentlemen honoured the ball with their pre- 
sence, the dance being kept up with great spirit 
until past midnight. 

Ibid.-:"On Saturday the Maffistrates of this place 
[Inv e rnes s ] conferred the freedom of fiie town 
on Charles Grant, Esq. of Wattemish, now 
M.P. ; Sir William Gordon-Gumming of Gor- 
donstoun and Altyre, Baronet; Donald Mack- 
intosh, Esq., writer, Edinburgh; and George 
Gnnn Munro, Esq. of Grenada." 
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Ibid.— The Committee of the Meikle Ferr^ Dis- 
aater Fund annoimce another distribution of 
money collected. A correspondent in Skye very 
Idndly seods us a copy of the circular issued at 
the time, still wonderfully fresh after ninety 
years. The total amount distributed to dace 
was £2909 Ids, aod this did not exhaust the 
fund, although the amount of the balance is 
not stated. 

November 16. — On the 8th inst, the tenantry on 
the Oawdor estates celebrated the majority of 
the Hon. John Frederick Campbell, eldest son 
ot Lord Cawdor. Mr Dunbar Brodie of Burgie 
and Lethen presided, as the nearest relative of 
the Cawdor familv present. The Castle was 
illuminated, and the country ablaze with bon- 
fires. 

November 22. — ^The ferry-boat between Fort> 
George and Rosemarkie was overturned on tJie 
Ifith inst., with 13 persons on board, and all 
were drowned except 2. There was a strong 
wind against the boat, and a pony on board. 
The boat turned broadside to the storm, and 
a wave burst over and swamped her. One man 
was saved by clinging to the pony, and another 
man by holding to the mast. A subscription 
was raised for the relatives of the sufferers, to 
which the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion 
of the 78th, quartered at Fort-Oeorge, con- 
tributed £21 Ts 7d. 

November 29. — ^Two new roads completed be- 
tween Bonar, in Sutherland, and the Ord Hill. 
This included the bridge over the Helmsdale 
river. Plan submitted for the mound and 
bridge across the Fleet at the Little Ferry. 

Ibid. — ^''Died, at Dresden, on the 5th October, the 
Right Hon. James, Earl of Findlater and Sea- 
field, Lord Deskford. His lordship's princely 
estates, yielding about £40,000 per annum, 
together with the title of Earl of Seafield, 
devolve on Sir Lewis Alexander Grant of Grant, 
Bart. , eldest son of the late lamented Sir James 
Grant of Grant, Bart." 

December 6. — The road from Inverness to Fort- 
Augustus, by Urquhart, completed. The 
original contractor for the road failed, and his 
surety. Sir John Campbell of Ardnamurchan, 
had to finish the work. Great praise is given 
to Sir John for the manner in which he executed 
the work, although it involved him in a loss of 
£2000. 
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No. VI. 

In this issue is recorded the death of the 
famous Jane, Duchess of Gordon, who raised 
the Gk>rdon Highlanders. She was in her 
sixty-sixth year — ^not so old as one is apt to 
imagine from the traditions respecting her 
social activity and enterprise. Her latter 
years were passed in disappointment, sofiPer- 
ing from estrangement frmn her hnsbimd. At 
the time of their marriage the Dnke and 
Duchess (Jane Maxwell, 'the Flower of Gallo- 
way") were a singularly handsome couple. 
'The Duke was in Us twenty-fourth year, the 
hride in her twenty-first. Re3rnolds has pre- 
served some memorial of the youthful heauty 
of the Duchess, and a lovelier profile was never 
drawn." For many years she was a brilliant 
leader of society in London, attracting to her 
assemblies wits, orators, and statesmen. She 
made great matches for most ci her daughters. 
In 1794 the Duchess raised the Gordon High- 
landers for her son, the Marquis of Huntly , the 
two recruiting at every fair m the countryside. 
Tradition has it that when other arguments 
failed, a kiss from the Duchess won the recruit. 
In the closing years of her life the Duchess 
spent her summers at Kinrara, in Badenoch, 
living first in the old farm-house and aft;er- 
wards in a villa built for her accommodati<m. 
Mr Alexander Macpherson, in his interesting 
volume on Old Church and Social life in the 
Hi^lands, says: — 

''Mr Duncan Macpheraon, Kingussie, the 
vtnierable 'Old Banker^— who died in Febraery 
1890, at the Hpe old age of ninety-one— vividly 
described the intense interest excited in Badenoch 
by the arrival of the lemains of the Duchess in 
a heaxw, drawn all the way from London by six 
jet-black B^Apsp, ihonea At Dalwhinnie, the 
nnt stage within the Hij^iland territory — ^then 
belonging to the familv-^at which the funeral 
cortege arrived, the boay of the Duchess lay in 
state for two daya For a similar period it lay 
at the um then at Pttmain, within half-a-mile 
of Kingussie, and was subseainotly followed by 
an immaise concoune of Hiniland people to the 
final restinff'place at her beloved Kinrara. Ac- 
cording to her own dSreetions, her nmaans were 
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inteiEted ia » fttroorite aeqaestered apot within a 
tbmt dktupoB from Eiuran Hoose, far awar 
from tba hoIm of the great Bflhylon in which 
die died, and within hearing of the plaintiye lonff 
of oar noble Highland riTer. The apot ia marked 
bj a granite monnment, erected hj her fanaband.'* 

An adyertiaement of the foreat of Glenfeahie, 
under date January 17, may attract attention. 
Sorope, in hia "Days of Deer-atalking,'' aays 
that thia foreat 'Sraa let in 1762 to Mr Mae- 
I^eraon of InTereahie, and continued to be 
rented by that family until 1812, when it waa 
purohaaed from the Duke of Gordon by Mr 
Macpheraon of Xnyereahie and Ballindalloch." 
For many years afterwarda it continued to be 
paatured by cattle and aheep. 

The year 1812 waa remarkable in the hiatory 
of the wara with Napoleon. In that year the 
Duke of Wellington captured Ciudad Bodrigo 
and Badajoa, and won tne battle of Salamanca. 
In the aame year Napoleon undertook hia dia- 
astroua campaign to Ruaaia, and in Deoember 
all Europe waa ringing with newa of the 
deatruotion of the Grand Army. We record 
little in our Northern Notes except such aa 
relatea to the Highlanda of Scotland. In 
October and Norember a General Election 
took plaoe, and we give the namea of the 
members returned for oonatitnenciea in the 
Northern Gountiea. Readera will be inter- 
eated in paragrapha relating to the appearance 
of the two Granta, father and acm, the one 
re-elected for the County, the other for 
the biTemeaa Diatrict of Burgha. 

From the ** Iiwemua JowmoU." 
1812. 

Jannary 3.— Announced that after January 11 
the coach will mn only once a-week between 
Inverneas and Perth. 

JanuaiT 10. — ^"The old manaioDr houae of Dmiean, 
which waa, for ite atanding, in ezceDent repair, 
luid occupied by the oveneer of the Maina, took 
fire on tne erening of Satorday last, and was 
burnt to the ground. Every exertion to stop 
the progreaa of the flamea proved ineffectual, 
and it waa with the greatest difficulty that any 
part of the furniture waa preserved. '* 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 27th Deoember, at the ad- 
vanced age of 96 yean, David Fraaer, late 
farmer of Bamvards, near Beauly. He aerved 
aa piper to Smion Lord Lovat, and fought 
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At t/he battles of Falkirk and Culloden. Not- 
withstanding his yery great age, he retained his 
faculties entire; he was never heard to com- 
plain of indisposition, and it was only for a few 
days before his death he was oblised, owing to 
debility, to confine himself to bed. The Hon. 
A. Fraser of Loyat, desiroiis to Aow evexr mark 
of respect to the remains of an old and faith- 
ful seryant, ordered both his pipers to accom- 
pany the funeral, on the 13th ult., playing a 
mournful dirge from Bsmyaids to the nlace of 
interment at^irkhiU ; he also generously sent, 
to the bunring-ground, a sufficient supply of 
good Highland whisky for the refreshment of 
those who attended the funeral'* 

January 17.— Advertisement of the forest of Glen- 
feshie, in Badenoch, consisting of 13,706 acres, 
the property of the Duke of Gordon. "It is 
adapted eitner for a summer grazing to black 
cattle, or for shooting ground! to a sportsman 
who might wish to preserve the tract for deer, 
moor game, and ptarmigan, all of which abound 
in the adjoining nills, and with which it would 
be abundantly stocked in a very short time, if 
carefully kept for this purpose." 

February '7.— ^Lieut. -General Archibald Campbell, 
of Hhe late Breadalbane Fendbles, was ap- 
pointed Lieut. -Govenior of Fort-Augustus, in 
room of the late Colonel Brodle. 

Ibid. — Died, at Garvamwe, on the 9th Jannory, 
Mrs Janet Ifaodonald, rdict of Alexander Mac^ 
donald, Esq. of TuUochcrombie, and daughter 
of Ifaodonald of Keppooh. Mr Alexander Mac- 
kenzie, in his History of the MaodonaMs, men- 
tions that Keppoch had two daughters, one 
Katharine, married to John Maodonald of 
Killichonate, and the other, Jessie, married to 
Alexander Macdonald of "Tunochcrom.** A 
few years after Culloden one of these ladies 
danced with General Wolfe at a ball at Inver- 



February lA.^Notice of the retirement of Sir 
James Mackintosh from the office of Becorder 
of Bombay. 

February 21.— It is stated that 30 to 40 vessels, 
UKfen'with kelp from the West Coast, enter 
annuall]^ the port of London. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Fort-Augustus, the 11th January 
last.. Colonel George BrocHe, late Lieut- 
Governor of that Fort. In the long train of 
military services, in difTerent dimates, his 
conduct was marked for strict honour, true 
courage, and warm friendlBhip, which procured 
him high respect and esteem from his brother 
officers. His numerous acquaintances and 
friends will long remember his singular open- 

7 
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neas, honeaty, and generotity of heart, equalled 
by Ufw and enrpaatwd by none. Snch waa tbe 
general regret for and respect shown to tbii 
worthv mao at Fort-Angnetns that after the 
nsnal nononn were paid to his memory, when 
his remains were about to be removed to the 
family bnrying-plaoe at Dyke, the numerous 
attendtots would not allow the coffin to be put 
into the heane, but insisted they should carry 
it for some miles, as the last token of regard 
and esteem for their worthy QoTemor.** 

February 28. — ^The Hon. Oolonel Fraser of LoTst 
intimated his contract with the Parliamentary 
Commissioners of Roads end Bridges for con- 
structing the LoTat Bridge across the river 
Beauly. He also gave directions for erecting 
stations on Loch-Kevis, in Morar, for catching 
and curing herrings. 

March 13.— The Easter Ross Farmers' Club, 
estsblishod about a year previous, held their 
first ploughing matdi about this time. 

March 27. — "A noor woman in Burghead lately 
purdiased half-a^docen fresh haddtocks, being 
all that hei' purse could alFord. on openine one 
of which, to her astonishment, she found a 
guinea in gold." 

April 3.— Died, at Bridjgend of Dnnbeath, in the 
County of Caithness, on the 20th of March. 
Capt. John Sutherland, aged 69. He entered 
the army in 1759, and served with General 
Wolfe at Louisburg. and the Riege of Quebec, 
and under General Muiray at Montreal. For 
nine yeaffv he was captain of the Foras Volun- 
teers. He was interred wit% military honours 
by his own Company in presence of a vast 
concourse of people. 

Ibid— Died, at Flowerbum, on the 19th ult.. 
Roderick Mackenzie of Flowerbum, in the 84th 
year of his age. 

April 10. — A correspondent states that the mem- 
bers of the Eaeter Ross Ferment Club and 
others in that quarter raised a subscription 
for destroviuflr crows in 1811. in consequence of 
wWoh 6722 were killed. A subscription of the 
same kind was entered into in 1812. 

Ibid.— The first Fiars^ Court ever held in Suther- 
land, assembled at Dornoch on 19th February, 
und^ the preeidency of Rberiff-Substitute 
Mackid, whose addrM on the occasion was 
published in this issue. The Sheriff mentioned 
tbe mngular fact that this was the first Court 
of the kind held in the County, sayinir that 
many reasons might be assigned for the Sheriffs 
having hitherto overlooked the matter, but he 
would not trouble the jury with stating them. 
He dwelt, however, with satisfaction on the 
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fact that juries had nreij to be Bummoned in 
Sutherland, aa crime waa aoarcelj known in the 
County except in name. 

Ibid. — ^IJied, on 27tli March, at Orantown, John 
Grant, in his 92nd year. Ue had lived under 
four lairds ol Qrant, and possessed a remark- 
able fund of anecdotes and traditions of the 
County. He conducted fleets of rafts from the 
fir woods to the sea at Garmouth, and was at 
one time known as Admiral of the Spey, as he 
had charge of all the Glenmore Company's 
tmiber. "A few years since his leading raft 
struck upon a rock near Kothes, as his sight was 
failing, and went to pieces; he disappeared, 
but a young man, leading the succeeding raft, 
seeing a boat and a boy crossing near them, 
sprang into it, and getting a view of John's 
bead aboTe water, thought him out, and he 
soon recovered. Upon his return home, worthy 
Sir James Grant took his promise never to so 
up<m the Spey any more, which he sacremy 
kept. Such as have been at G^tle G^ant must 
have observed in the Great Hall a remarkable 
Highlander's full picture, with whiskers, and a 
large crooked sabre. This was his father, 
Aluster Moir Grant, attached to the family as 
the son was, and much regarded by them. Sir 
James Grant dtessed him lately in his own In- 
verness-shire Lieutenancy uniform, of which he 
was very proud, and he, for the last time, went 
in them to Ca^ke Grant in September last, to 
pav his dutv to the family." 

April 24. — ^'*Tne most noble Jane Duchess of Gor- 
don died on Saturdav the 11th curt.^ in the 
Pulteney Hotel, London. Her Grace was the 
eldest daughter of Sir Wm. Maxwell of Mon- 
reith, Bart., was bom in 1746, and married to 
the present Duke of GkNrdon, October 23rd, 
1767, by whom She had, now living, one son, 
the iiCairquis of Huntly, aod five daughters, 
namely, the Duchess d Richmond, Lady 
Madelina Palmer, the Duchess of Manchester, 
the Marchioness of Comwallis, and the Duchess 
of Bedfonk She had a second son, Alexander, 
who died about four yeaia ago. The remains 
of her Grace were removed from the Pulteney 
Hotel on Friday last, in order to be conveyed 
to her beautiful seat of Kinrara. The Marquis 
of Muntly accompanies the mournful procession 
to witness her Grace's intermentw" 

May 1.— ^Foundation stone of the bridge over the 
Beauly laid by Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat 
on the 27th ult. 

May 8. — There is a short memoir in this iesne of 
Major John Mackensie Scott, who fell at the 
battle of Albuera on 16th May 181L He was 
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a native of Invernefli, eldest son of William 
Scott of Seabank, and entered the army at the 
age of 17, being appointed ensign in the tbth 
by his xelative, Lord SeafortlL Major Scott 
had an active and distLnguished career. 

May 29. — On Monday, the llUi inst., the remains 
of the Dttdiess of Gordon were interred at ELin- 
rara, in comDlianoe with her own desire, 
expressed at different times daring her life, 
and more earnestly on her deathbed. Twenty- 
tHree days were ocoupied in the journey from 
London to Pitmais^ where the procession 
aiTived on Saturday ttie 9th. The most grati- 
fying msfks of civility were shown to the 
attendants in all the places through which they 
passed. The Marquis of Huntljr, who had never 
left his mother during her last illness, left Lon- 
don with the procession, but came by a different 
route to Scotland to meet and join it on the 
borders of his father's property at Dalnacardoch, 
in Perthshire. At an eariy hour on the lltli 
the body wss moved from Pitmain and con- 
signed to the grave. There was a large attend- 
ance of gentlemen and a great concourse of 
people from the district. 

Ibid. — ^Memorial sketch of Lieut. -Colonel Willism 
Campbell, who was mortally wounded in the 
moment of vicUny at the head of the 78th 
Regiment in the attack on Fort Comelis, Island 
of Java. He was the third son of John Camp- 
bell of Ensay. ne was advanced some paces 
before the 78th and in the act of tumuug round 
to cheer them on to the assault when lie was 
struck down by gr^pe shot. 

June 5 and 12. — ^Theee two numbers contain a 
biographical account of General Mackenzie 
Fraser, who was bom in 1758, and saw distin- 
guished service with the 2nd Battalion 73rd 
Highlanders and' the 78tii Highlanders. He 
also commanded the eizpedition to Egypt in 
1807, and a division under Sir John Moore in 
1809, being present at the battle of Corunna. 
He served in the Walcheren Expedition, was 
invalided home, and died on 13th September 
1809, at the a«e of 5L He was M.P. 
for Cromarty fiom 1802, and for Ross- 
shire from 1806 until the date of his 
dtoaith. General Mackenzie Frasdr was bom at 
Tore, in the County of Ross. He was a 
younger son of Colin Mackenzie of Kilcoy, and 
was bom after his father's dee^th. His mother 
was Martha Fraser, eldest daughter of Fraser of 
Inverallochy, in the County of Aberdeen. In 
1803 he acquired the estate of luveralloohy by 
the settlement of his motiier, and added the 
name of Fraser to has paternal surname. A 
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fine portrait of General Mackenzie Fraaer ap- 
peara in Major Davidson's History of tlie 78th 
Regimezit, recently published. 

June 12. — ^The contractors for constmcting an 
iron bridge across Bonar Ferry had succeed 
in laying the foundation of the water abutment, 
"contrary to the expectation of all those who 
are acquainted with the obstadee which the 
depth and strength of the current presented." 

July 3. — On Wednesday, 30th June, the Rev. 
I^imon Eraser was ordained by the Presbytery 
of Inverness. 

Ibid.— "On the 24th ult., died, at Struy, Strath- 
glass, Mr James Rose, officer of Excise, who by 
a conscientious discharge of every duty^ public 
and private, rendered himself the object of uni- 
versal regard. His funeral was attended by 
upwards of 2000 persons, among whom were 
many of the first rank, who affectionately bore 
his remains on their shoulders from his house 
at Struy to the place of interment at Kirkhill, 
a distance of at least twelve miles." This was 
a real Highland funeral, and given to an 
Excise officer. 

Julv 10.— William Raff, son of a merchant in 
Forres, drowned while bathing in the river 
Findhorn. He was in his 17th year. 

Ibid.— Thomas Telford, the engineer, then resid- 
ing at Clachnaharrv, sends an eulonum on 
Jonn Leyden, from tne pen of General Malcolm 
—"My respected friend and schoolfellow," as 
Telford calls him. The tribute originally ap- 
peared in the "Bombay Courier." 

July 17. — ^Mr uames Robertson announces that, 
having purchased the grocery business so long 
carried on by Mackintosh, Inglis, & Wilson, 
he \l9M assumed as his partners Bailie John 
Mackenzie, Mr Hugh Innes, and Mr John 
Ferguson, and that the business will be con- 
ducted under the firm of Robertson, Innes, and 
Co. He mentions at the same time that Mr 
Ferguson had been long associated with him in 
the wine trade. 

Ibid. — Died, lately, in the parish of E^ockando, 
County of Elgin, an eccentric character known 
as Red Jean, or Jean Roy. She disliked her 
own sex, and always pretended to be a man, 
wearinff a kilt, jacket, and blue bonnet. She 
senerafiy worRed as a day labourer. 

Jdy 24.-^n Tuesday, 21st curt., the majority 
was celebrated of &e Hon. William Macken- 
zie, Muter of Seaforth. 

August 7. — Account of a gallant action by "our 
countryman, Lieut. Warraind, ' who commanded 
his Majes^s schooner Sealark, 10 guns. Beins 
off Start Point on 21st July, lieut. Warrand 
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iMlmed that » large lugger wis chaainff and 
firing at two merchant vetMla. He immediately 
gave chaae, and after a sharp action, captured 
the lugger. The enemy proved to be the Vilk 
de Oaen, Captain Cockei. of 16 gone and 76 
men, belonging to St Maloes. 6he had sailed 
from the Isle of Baa the day before. The Sea- 
lark had seven men killed, and tweaty-three 
wounded, among the latt^ the gallant lieu- 
tenant. Hie FtraochnMa had her captain and 
fourteen men killed, and sixteen wounded. 
Lieut. Wairand was promoted to the rank of 
Master and Commander in consideration of hia 
bravery and good conduct. 

Ibid. — An Engluh provincial p(^Mr contained the 
following paragraph : — ^"A cast iron bridge on 
a new plan is now reared for public inspwtion 
by Mr Haseldine, in fh>nt of his foundry at 
Plaskynaston, where it forms a new object of 
attraction and wonder to the visitors of Llan- 
gollen Vale and the Aqueduct. This stupendous 
bridge is couitructed for the purpose of being 
erected at Bonar Feny, over the Dornoch firth, 
and will connect the countoea of Ross and 
Sutheriand. It is a single arch of 160 feet in 
span, the main ribs are 3 feet wide by 2^ feet 
thick, and the roadway is supported bv them 
in losenges. The design is by T. Telford, Esq. , 
and the abutments are building by Mr Simpson, 
of Shrewsbilry, and Mr Cargil, of the Cale- 
donian Canal." The bridge waa at this date 
on its wsT to Bonar. 

Ibid. — A fishery officer was placed at Tobermdiry 
for the GonvenienGe of the ooats engaged in the 
herring fishing. 

Ibid. — A dhow of live stock waa held at Bridgend of 
Alness on the 4th by the Wester Boss and 
Easter Ross Farmer Clubs. 

August 14.— The Morayshire Farmer Club held 
a show [presumably at Elgin] to encourase the 
improvement of the breeds erf black catt& and 
dmught horses. After the show a narty of 60 
dined at Pearey's. The Duke of Gordon was 
pr^ent, but hia son, the Marauis of Huntly, 
occupied the chair, with Ballindalloch as crou- 
pier. "His lordship gave an excellent turtle, 
dressed by his own cook in the highest perfec- 
tion, and some of the finest old cheese and High- 
land whisky that had ever been tasted by the 
Club." The Duke of (Gordon presented to the 
dub a silver cup bearing an engraving of a 
' plough, with the motto, "Gbd n>eed the plough.'* 
The prise at the show for the best bull was 
awaraed to Sir William Cordon Cumnung, 
Bart, of Alt^lpe. 

August 28. — Gratification is expressed at the 
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proBpect of aa abmdaal) liarv«8t through the 
iHioIe coimtry. "Neither blight, smnt, mil- 
dew, or any other injurious visitation has yet 
been witnessed." 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 8tli June last, at his estate 
in Denutaara, Alexander Macrae, Esq., a mem- 
ber of the Court of Policy of that Golony, and 
chief of the respectable and ancient family of 
his name in the Highlanda of Scotland." 

September 4.— "Sabbath last, the Rev. John Hac- 
donell, of Foires, baptised the infant son of the 
Bey. Dr Brichan, of Dyke, by the name of Wel- 
lington." 

Ibid. — lieutenant and Adjutant James Davidson, 
of the 27th Regiment, killed at the battle of 
Salamanca, was second son of John Davidson, 
collector of the Land Tax of the County of 
Caithness. Another son. Captain Sinclair 
Davidson, of the 79th Regiment, fell while gal- 
lantly leading his company tx> victoty at the 
battle of Fuentes d'Honore. Both were officers 
of great promise. 

September 18. — ^At the Circuit Court, held on the 
15th, Lord Hermamdl presiding, a man named 
Robert Ferguson, a cartwright, wse tried for 
the murder of Captain Charles Munro, of the 
42nd Regiment, at a smithy in the parish of 
Resolis, Ross-shire. Captain Munro entered 
the smithy about five o'clock in the afternoon 
on the 2nd of June. Ferguson entered shoHly 
afterwards, and began to swear at the Captain, 
who punhed him out. Returning with an open 
knife, Fer<nison plunged it into the side of 
Captain Munro, who died the following even- 
ing, remarking before he ezpiAred that "He 
widied he had fallen oa the field of battle." The 
aocused was convicted, and sentenced to be 
executed at Unvemess on 30th October. 

September 25.— "Died, on the 19th ult.. at Gib- 
raltar, where he had resided for half a centi^ 
ae an eminent merchant, John Smith, Esq.*, 
aged 75, and formerly of Inverness. His re- 
mains were followed to the ^ve by all the 
chief civil and military authorities of the garri- 
son, who were equally anxious to pay him that 
compliment which his long respectable life so 
justly entitled him to." 

October 9. — ^Proclamation dissolving Parliament 
and calling a new one, the writs made return- 
able on 24th November. It is announced that 
Sir James Mackintosh, who was expected to 
stand for the county of Nairn, could not come 
forward, as he had not bc«n infefted a sufficient 
length of time to allow of his being admitted 
to the roll of Freeholders. Mr Innes of Loch- 
alsh had declined to off^ himself again for the 
County of Ross. 
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October 16. — "Mi J. P. Grant of Rothiemnrchua 
elected one of the repreaentatiyea for East 
Grimsby. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Urqnhart, Ross- 
shire, on the Ist October, in the 64th year of 
his age and 38th of his ministry, the Rey. 
Charles OeJder, minister of Urqnhart, a man 
eminently deyoted to his diyine Master^* ser- 
yice. A short memoir beaft testimony to the 
niety, talent, Idndliness, and ministerial use- 
fulness of Mr Calder. "His correct classical 
task, refined by early, asaiduocw study, gaye a 
superior polish to his compositions, wliich were 
always distinguished for elegance aiod ingenuity, 
and seryed to commend, to the most fastidious 
ear, the "weighty sentiments which he drew, 
pure and genuine, from the sacred fountain of 
truth." 

October 23. — ^The man Robert Ferguson, oonyicted 
of murder, was respited for fourteen days, on 
account of the election of a member for the 
Burghs on the 30th, and of a member for the 
County on the Friday following. 

Ibid. — ^The ingathering of the crops, which pro- 
mised to be so plentiful, was greatly delayed 
by unfayourable weather. Eyen m the "low 
country" the crop waa far from being secured. 

Octobeh!* '30.— Freedom of the burgh confeired on 
Sir James Mackintosh. It is not atated that 
Sir James was present. 

Ibid.— Colonel Roae of Kilrayock elected member 
of Parliameort for the County of Najm. Sir 
Jamea Dunbar of Boath, who proposed to come 
forward, waiyed hia claima in f ayour of Colonel 
Rose. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meeting waa held the pre- 
yioua week, and largely attended, "Owing to 
the unfayourable state of the weather, the sports 
of the field afforded but little enjoyment ; this 
waa, howeyer, fully compenaated by the aocial 
int^courae of ihd featiye board and the bril- 
liancy of the ball-room. On the laat night of 
thia gay acene, the Hon. Colonel A. FriMeor of 
lioyat and hia amiable lady entertained a aelect, 
though yery numeroua, party of the ladiea and 
gentlemen who attended the Meeting at their 
beautiful reaidence called the Barracka, in the 
immediate neighboiiihood of thia place, and 
from which they reluctantly dieparted at an 
adyanoed hour of the following morning." 

Ibid. — On Wedneaday, 2l8t inst., the anniyer- 
sary oi IVafalgar waa celebrated at Forrea. The 
Duke of Gordon waa in the chair, and the Mar- 
quia of Huntly croupier. Sir Jamea Mackintosh 
waa alao praent The Duke of Gordon pre- 
aented a nlyer cup to the Qub, inacribed-^'ln 
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' of Lord Nelson's Tictories of the Nile, 
Oopenfiagen, and Tk«falgar." The Rev. Mr 
Gordon, Banfl, also presented a haadtome 
brooM medal, beating a libftneiw of Lord Nel- 
son. 
November 6. — Thb election of a member for the 
Inverness Burghs took jplace on the previons 
fViday, when Obarles Grant, yr. of Watteli^ 
nish, waa unanimously dioaen. On his election, 
Mr Grant addressed his constitcients in a speech 
which runs to three columns of the paper. It 
was a powerful and eloquent address, rather 
more ornate than we are accustomed to now-*- 
days, but animated and lofty in tcme, and 
marked bv felicity of phrase. The member 
strongly defended a vote which he had recently 
given m favour of Oatholic emancipation, or 
tather in favour of an inquiry to aaoertain 
iHiether the Catholic claims oouldi be safely 
conceded. He also spoke in indignant terms 
of the recent assassination of the Prime Minis- 
ter, Mr Perceval. The dosing sentences of this 
passage may be quoted as a specimen of the ad- 
dress:— ''Who," he asked, "can forget that 
eloquence, not perhaps of the highest ordcir, 
yet distinguished by traits of greatness; not, 
perhaps, measured in its march nor nurtured in 
the shady ^soes of philosophy, yet keen, active, 
paoetratuiff; admirably fitted for combat, 
pliable in its movements, invindUe in debate, 
triumphant in reply — tliat eloquence which, 
without courting tne flowers of fancy, was yet 
sometimes deviSed to a sublime height by the 
mere force of inward sentiment, by the intense 
conviction of an inward and high-toned princi- 
ple? Well do I remembet tiie indagnant tones 
ID which, but a few nights before his death, 
he asserted the cause of the Constitution ; when 
in allusion to the disturbances which have dis- 
graced England, in a speech literally carried 
uong by t£e acdamationa of an sdnuring audi- 
ence, he reprobated the opinion of those who 
reeommended delay in tne use of ooerdve 
measures, when he exdaimed, 'Shall we await 
to aee who is the nert victim of assassination f 
Gentlemen, his murderer was then in the 
House of Commons. Those wdrds were at that 
moment ringing in the ears of him who was 
destined to melie them prophetic.** After his 
dection, Mr Grant gave a splendid entertain- 
ment to the leading inhabitants of the town 
and ndghbourhood, upwards of a hundred being 

IbUl.--On October 29th, Colonel Frauds William 
Grant of Grant was unanimously elected mem- 
ber for the County of Elgin, and on the 30th, 
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Pateick IGlne of Orimmongate mm elected for 
the Elffin Dittrict of Buz^i. On the 30th, 
Hugh InoiM of Lochalsh was elected for the 
Northern Burghs, and on the 28th, James Mac- 
donald (no designation giren) -wim elected for 
the OonntY of Sutherland. On the 2nd, Robert 
AbercromDT of Birkenbog was elected for the 
County of Banff. 

Noyember 13.— On the previous Friday, Ifr 
Ctiarlee OraDt of Watemish (lather of the burgh 
membeh") was unanimously reelected memMr 
for the County of InTemess. Iffr Grant's speech 
on the occasion is reported at m length of two 
columns. Though not so eloquent as his son*s 
addhress, it is compact and well expressed. Mr 
Grant considered that thero was no alteraatiye 
to the war with France. Any peace with 
Napoleon would be a false and hollow peace, 
fata] to us. "We alone." said Mr Grant "stand 
erect amidst the wreck of nations. The rest 
of Europe has been compelled to bend to a ruth- 
less despot'' The spmker also defended the 
yote he had giyen in favour of an inquiry into 
the Catholic dsims. "Into this inquiry he was 
willing to ffo, though he confessed the temper 
which the Catholic body, or at least those dele- 
gated by them, had of late shown was not 
encouraging. Ilney urged their claims io an 
imperious spirit, which treated even previous 
inquiry as injurious to them." In his closing 
speech, Mr Grant said "that during the ten 
years he has sat in Parliament, he had not 
asked or received anything for himself cfr any 
one belonging to him from any administration. 
The advantages he had acquired m life flowed 
from that service to which he had been from 
his early 3rears attached: his highest hononr 
from the Mce to which he had that day been 
nominated. Feeling the employments of' active 
life still easy to him, it bad been a gra^fication 
to him to renew the tender of his servicee to 
the county, and he was still more gratified by 
the genSbrous manner in which the Freeholder* 
had been pleased to accept them." After the 
election a dinner was given, at which Colonel 
Fraser of Lovat presided. 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a report of the 
contested election for the County of Ross, which 
took place at Tain on the 3rd inst. The can- 
didates were the Hon. William Frederick Mac- 
kenzie, eldest son of Lord Seafortb, and Sir 
Charles Ross of Balnaeown. The Hon. Wm. 
Mackenzie was elected by a majority of 17 
votes, 29 freeholders having voted for the suc- 
cessful candidate, and 12 for his opponent. 

Ibid.-^llie dignity of bsiranet was conferred on 
Mneaa Mackintosh of Mackintosh. 
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Ibid.— What was called the NurnahiTe Meeting, 
a county asBociation of natiTes in London, dined 
on uie 5th at the City of London Tavern. The 
members present drank to ihe memory of the 
late Mr Straith, the bnrgh adhoolmaster, by 
whom most of them had l^en educated. 

Ibid.— "Died, at Bught, on the 4th ciirt., Dnncan 
Giant of Bnght, m the 82nd year of his age. 
His foneral was attended by evay indiyidual 
member of the six Incorporated Trades of In- 
yemesB, who to show their attachment to the 
remains of their cashier for the long period of 
56 years, insisted on carrying his body to the 
pkice of interment." 

KoYember 20.— Robert Ferguson, the murderer 
of Captain ICunro, was executed on the 13th. 
The place of execution is not mentioned, though 
it is stated that there was a sreat concourse 
of spectators. The prisoner adm^ssed the mul- 
titude in Gaelic, acknowledging the justice of 
lus sentence. "He then made many suitable 
reflections on his own situation, and stated that 
tUl some time after he was confined in the prison 
of LiYemess, he had not access to the Sdrip- 
tnres ; that, by the benevolence of well-disposed 
persons in Inverness, he was soon taught to 
read, and that ever since the Word of God had 
been his only comfort." Ferguson had been in 
prison for about five months. He was attended 
to the scaffold by the Rev. T. Fraser and the 
Rev. D. Martin, ministers of Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^The bridge of Bonar is officially declared 
"finished and complete," and open to travellers. 

Ibid.— "On Tuesday hist, Mr Ubarles Grant, M.P. 
fotr the burgh, save a ball and supper to a 
numerous assemblage of beauty and fashion 
from this and the neighbouring counties." 

Ibid. — Report of a dinner on the election of Mr 
Canning for liverpool. The chair on tiie ocoa- 
flion "was most ably and respectably filled by 
John Gladstone, Esq," the father of William 
EwaH Gladstone. 

November 27.— "Died, at Ness-side, having nearly 
attained his 88th year, PBineas Mackintosh of 
Drummond, manv years Provost of Inverness. 
The kindness and gentleness of his disposition, 
the iMumity of his manners, and the goodness 
of his heart, will endear and perpetuate his 
memory to his numerous acquaintances, while 
his death must prove a source of sincere re- 
gret to all his fnends and relations." 

DMsember 4. — ^The weather is again reported as 
extremely unfavouraJt>le, and the harvest not 
yet over "in the intehial parts of the country." 

December U. — "Duncan George Forbes, Esq. of 
Culloden, has presented the Rev. John Mac- 
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dofudd, minister of the Gaelic C3i«pel in Edin- 
burgh, to the church and parah oi Urquhart, 
Preaovtery of Dingwall, vacant hj the death 
of the last incumbent." This warn the beginning 
of the ministry in Ferrintosh of Dr liaodonald, 
"the AposUe of the North." 

December 25. — ^The leading article in this issae is 
headed— "Moat aiorious News! Total Defeat 
of the French Army in Ruaaia. " PreWoua issues 
contained long accounts of the disastrous oam- 
paigD of Napoleon in Russia. 

Ibul.«-"M^rried, at Edinburgh, on the 16th De- 
cember, James Qooden, Elsq., merchant, Lon- 
don, to Miss Chisholm, daughter of the late 
Alexander Ghiaholm of CSiisholm, Esq." 

The following paragraph appears in James 
Suter's Memorabiliiii:— "I812.~-Head of CSiurch 
Street widened. Expense, £600, paid by the 
Burgh. On the site of some old houses, puDed 
down at this period, the fine structure called 
Gkddei^s Building was erected." 
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No. vn. 

The year 1813 brought to a climax the great 
Continental war with Napoleon. The destruc- 
tion of the French Army in Russia in 1812 
undermined the power of the French Emperor, 
and durmg the year 1813 he was making supn*- 
liuman efforts to meet the Allied nations. Hib 
overwhehning defeat at Leipsic in October 
ensured his OTorthrow, although his abdication 
did not occur till the following year. In 1813 
Wellington was steadily advancing throiu^ 
the Peninsula, driying boult before him. At 
the same time Britain was involyed in a war 
with the United States of America, whidi 
began tne previous year. Tlie riffht of search 
was the question in dispute. 'The British 
claim to board American vessels and remove 
all who wwe suspected of being English sub- 
jects, was certain^ a monstrous excess of 
power ; but if the Democrats, on acceding to 
office, had exhibited as mudi willingness as 
their predecessors to give up deserters from 
the British flag, it is probable tiiat the alleged 
ri^t of search would have led to no more 
difficnilty under the rule of Jefferson and Madi- 
son than under that of Washington and 
AdEuns. England took the law into her own 
hands in far too dictatorial a manner; but 
she had a real grievance. The Democrats 
were always opposed to the surrender of British 
seamen. They saw that the loss of her sailors 
was weakening England, and in an equal de- 
gree strengthening America ; and they desired 
to promote both results by every means in 
^eur power. Thus out of a conflict of in- 
terests arose the war." (Gassell's History of 
the United States.) It will be seen that in 
course of the year an American privateer did 
some damage to shipping on tihe Northern 
coasts of Scotland. 

From the " Inverness Journal." 

1813. 
JanuazT 1.— The news ol the sstounding loss of 
the French army in Russiai continueB to be the 
great topic for comment. Bonaparte now, as 
alway»-Hi)Ut now more than ever— 4gures as 
a despot and destroyer, the scoirrge of the 
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human zaoe. It is related witb satisfaction 
that he skulked into Paris at night like a 
deserter, leavinff tiie miserable remains of his 
army fur behind at Smorgoni and Wilna. 

January 15. — ^At a County meeting on the 8th» 
at wnich the Hon. A. Fraaer of Lovat presided, 
it was resolved to raise a flubscripdon for the 
relief of the suffering people of Russia. At 
a town meetinj^ on the llth-— ProTost Qrant in 
the chair— a similar resolution was adopted. 

Ibid. — ^The deatib is announced of the Right Hon. 
A. Fraeer-Tytler, Lord Woodhoiulee, one of 
the Judges of Uie Court of Session and of 
Justiciary. "He formerly held the important 
situations of Deputy Judflp»-Adyocate for Scot- 
land, and Professor of History in the Uni- 
versi^ of EdinbuVgtb; and was appointed 
a Judge of the Court of Session in 1802, and 
of Justidaory in 1811. His lordship was 
author of leyeral yaluable works, both in law 
and polite literature^ He was distinguished as 
an able and upright Judge, and an elegant 
writer." 

January 29. — ^The Afagistrates and! Town Coun- 
cil of Inverness, "with a due regard to the 
distresses of the lower classes,'* resolved to 
grant a premium of one shilling for every boU 
of meal brou^t into the Inverness Market for 
tlie ensuing six months. 

February 5. — Mr John Macandrew was admitted 
a practitioner in the Sheriff, Commissary, and 
Burgh Courts of Inverness. 

February 12. — ^The whole of the First Regiment 
of Local Militia, commaDded by the Hon. 
Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, volunteered their 
services for a further period of foiu' years, 
and that without any bounty. In the next 
issue it is stated that the complement of the 
regiment was 1000 ; that not a man was above 
30 years of age; and that the Officer-Com- 
manding had been obliged to decline the ser- 
vices of hundreds who had come forward be- 
yond the number required to complete the 
regiment 

Ibid.-— A number of persons detected in malting 
and distilling contrary to law were brought 
before the Justicee of Peace and' fined. Some 
of the distillers were fined as high as £50, and 
none less than £20. It was stated that smug- 
ffling was carried on to an encMTuous extent. 

February 19.— A number of sheep farms on the 
estate of Glengarry advertised to let. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Scofriebreck, in the Isle of 
Skye, in t^ 87th year of his age, Malcolm 
Nicolson, £s^., who, with his predecessors, 
lineally and without interruption, possessed that 



1813] File of Invemen Jaumal. 63 

fann for many centories back. H0 waa poa- 
aesaed of uniyeraal benevolenoe and oharitj, 
beloved and esteemed br hia family, in which 
he preaided aa an affectionate liniA>and, a 
dntilol lather, and faithful friend, and his 
amiable knd endeaHng analitiea will be long 
remembered and respected hy a numerous circle 
of his friends and acquaintances." 

February 26.— Died, at Fortrose, on the 18th 
in«t., the Rev. Andrew Bonniman, A.M., 
rector of the Academy there. Tribute is paid 
tD his talents, hia solid acquirements, and un- 
remitting attention to duty. 

Ibid. — At Hadley, in the County of Herts, Krs 
Mary Humbewton Mackenne, widow of the 
late Major Mackenzie, and mother of Lord 
Seaforth. 

March 12. — It is announced that Sir J<^ Mac- 
giegor MiHray intends to present a copy of 
Stewart's Gadic Qrammar, lately published, 
to the Schoolmaster of eyery Hignland parish 
in Scotland. Hose intended for schools 
throughout the North had already been for- 
warded. 

Ibid.— On the Sunday previous, while the people 
were aasembling in the Church of Rosskeen, 
a part of the loft, which was crowded, yielded 
suddenly with a crash, exciting the greatest 
alarm. ' In endeavouring to escape, many 
persons were trampled down and dreadfully 
bruised. Two women subsequently died, and 
others were said to be in a hopeless conditioiL 

April 2. — ^In a drculair ktter, addressed to the 
liords-Lieutenant of the different counties, Go- 
vernment gave notice that after the 24th inst., 
the services of the great»r part of the Vohm- 
teer infantry of the country would be diipensed 
with. 

April 16. — A long meeting (^ Directors of the 
Royal Academy to discuss charges brought by 
a correspondent signing ^Tnvemessicus." 

May 7. — It is stated that a building in a central 
mrt of London, namely, in Cross Street, 
Hatton Garden, had been purchased for use as 
a Gaelic Chapel, "wherein divine service is 
now regularly performed by an ordained 
clergyman, agreeably to the forms observed 
in the Highlands.'* The Duke of Sussex (Earl 
of Inverness) and the Hon. Colonel Fraser of 
Lovat each gave a hundred guineas to the funds 
for the chapeL 

May 14.-1110 Rev. lliomaa Bain, A.M., ap- 
pointed rector of the Fortrose Academy. 

Ibid. — ^At the Balnagown sale of cattle on the 
10th inst., a yearling bull sold for upwards of 
£26, a two-year-old for upwards of £42, and 
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myml heifen for £16 and £17 each. This 
breed of Hiriiland cattle has been broaffbt to 
great perfection on Balnagown Farm, and tbebr 
repntation ii ao high that one boll and two 
heifers were porchaaed to be aent to Hndaon'a 
Bay. and aeTeral to the most distant parte of 
Scotbod." 

May 27.— '<0n Friday the 30th last month there 
was lannched at Stomoway, witnessed by a 
gteat concourse of people, a fine new brig, 
abont aOO tons burthen, the largest vessel ever 
built in the Hebrides. She went into the water 
in the finest style, and immediately on her start- 
ing was with the oanal ceremonies honoured 
with the name of Lord llaodonald.** 

May 2B. — IMed, at Inverness, on the 22nd, at the 
age of 45, Colonel John C. Halket Crsigie, 
Oommanding the Northern Military District. 
He seems to have served in the disUict for 10 
vears, and was greatly respected. 

Ibid. — ^"An act of intrepidity was performed at 
Portemonth on Monday se'enight, which we 
have pecoliar gratification in noticing. Tharee 
officers of the Inverness Militia were In a i>lea- 
anre boat, and when sailing between the prison 
ships, a sudden current of wind upaet the boat, 
which having heavy ballast, immediately sank. 
Two of the officers could swim, and they kept 
themselves upon the surface until boata took 
them up; but the other was in the most im- 
minent danser of drowning. A French prisoner 
<m board the Crown, named Mbrand, the mo- 
ment he warn the officer struggling, jumped off 
the gangway into the water, and by putting 
his feet under the officer's body as he was sink- 
ing, faised him to the surface, and then held 
him fast until further assistance was obtained. 
A proper representation hsa been made to the 
Government, and no doubt one part of the 
brave fellow's reward will be a release from 
his present situation." 

June 4. — Died, at his father^s house, near Lon- 
don, Thomas Cockbum Ross, Captain, 11th 
Portuguese light Infantry, and Lieutenant in 
the Queen'a, eldest son of John Cockbum Koss 
of Shandwick, Ross-shire. He had been en- 
gaged in the battles of Timiera, Talavera, the 
Douro, and other actions in the Peninsula. 
Although he was unhurt in these actiona, his 
constitution became impaired, and he died in 
the prime of youth. 

Ibid.— Report of a speech m the House of Com- 
mons by Mr Charles Grant, jun., M.P. for 
the Inverness Burghs, in favour of Catholic 
emandpatioiL 'It had been the boast of Lord 
CSiatham," he said, "tiiat he had sou^t for 
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yirtae among the monntaiiui of Sootlaad, and 
that he had found it. Let them seek for it 
amidflt the marahea of Ireland and they would 
aa surely find it" Mr Orant stated that there 
were at that moment in tiie Austrian Army 
thirty Generals and a number of offtcers <mP 
Mbordinate rank who were Irish Catholios. 
"Guilt and shame must certainly attach to 
any country that could thus refuse to avail 
iteelf of the aerrices of its sons." 

June 11.— "We hare authority to state that in 
oonsequence of the support and interest of the 
House of Cawdor, in the County of Nairn, 
beinff given to Sir Jamee Mackintofth, Captain 
Charlee Campbell, of the Navy, dispoeed of 
his freehold m that shire." 

June 18. — Died, in the Island of Java, on the 
29th J^ 1812, lieut. Alexander Morrison, 
of the 78th Regiment, eldest son of the Rev. 
"Mr Morrison, minister of EantaU. He was 
present with his regiment at the captnre of 
Batavia, and withr a aubeeouent expedition. 
A brother officer wrote that "ne was one of the 
finest fellows he ever knew." 

June %.— Amonfi the Acts relating to Scotland 
which receiveathe Royal Assent on the 9rd 
inst. was the following: — ^"An Act to amend 
and enlarge the powers of an Act passed in 
the 45th year of his present Majesty, for assess- 
ing the proorieton of Lands in tbe County of 
Ross towaras the expense of making and sup- 
portinff oertadn Roads and Bridges therein; 
and of an Act passed in the 47th year of hit 
present Majesty for Regulating and Converting 
the Statute Labour in ^be (>>unties of Ross 
and Cromarty, and j^eirt of the County of 
Nairn locallv situated in the County of Roes ; 
and of an Act passed in the 60th vear of bis 
present Majesty zor amending and enlarging the 
powers of the two first-mentioned Acts." 

July 2.— Sir James Mackintosh was on the 28tb 
ult. unanimously elected member of Parliament 
for the Coxmty oJf Nairn, in room of Hugh 
Rose of Kilrayock, who had accepted the CSiil- 
tern Hundreds. 

Ibid.~*Extract of a letter from a correspondent 
in Skye : — "It may be worthy of notice in your 
paper that last spring there were about 1200 
persons inoculated in the Isle of Skye with the 
cowpox, and afterwards with the smallpox, but 
none of them were affected by it. This I have 
from the medical gentlemen who inoculated 
them. There wen more than the above num- 
ber iHio were not inoculated with the cowpox, 
all of whom took the smallpox. This is per- 
haps as strong a proof as haa appeared of the 
benefits derived from vaccfaiation." The ex- 
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plaoation of thw aomeirhit €i.ifamx li nary com- 
muiicatioii Mems to be that the leoond let were 
inocaUtod with mMUpox without being Yaodii- 
ated. 

July 9.— Great delight exprened at Wellinffton'i 
<MciaiTe Tictory over the Fxendi at the battle 
of Vittoria, foag^t on 2l8t June. The French 
on that oooaaion loet Ifil gnna, 415 calBeone, 
and all theinr baggage. It waa after thii battle 
that Wellington waa made a Field-lf anhaL 

Ibid. — An American privateer, the Blockade of 
Rhode Island, ICanly Swat, oommandtor, cap- 
tured on the 27th ult. off Cape Wrath, t^e iloop 
Six Sutera, of Inyemese, and the brig Daphne, 
of KirkwalL She alao made aevtral other oap- 
tiires, including a venel, the Experiment, of 
Domfriea, laden with timber for Beauly. ^e 
master of this veasel waa at the time in a state 
of mental derangement, and the privateer 
allowed her to depart, after senoing his 
surgeon on board to bleed the unfortunate man. 
He took from the vessel, however, all her charts, 
books, two muakete, a spy-glass, and some 
coals. According to the mate of the Experi- 
ment, the Blockade waa about 200 tons 
burthen, mounted 18 long 9-pounder8; 2 12- 
pounders, and 1 32-pounder in the middle of 
the main de<^ Another correspondent de- 
scribed her as mounting 10 guns, with a com- 
plement of 70 men. Tfie Ei^riment put into 
Scalpay Sound, Isle of Skye, on the 29ib ult. 
A BroadfoM correspondent, who sends the 
particulars, writes: — "It is remarked here the 
naidship of the coast being unprotected. We 
have not a red-coat to turn out, although the 
Yankees ahould take it into their heads to 
annoy us on shore. The local Militia 
(3rd Inverness) has been dismissed, and the 
Volunteers also ; and the Isle of Skye, though 
in importance not inconsiderable, is quite de- 
feoBoelesa." On the 28th, hie Majesty's sloop, 
Cherokee, Captain Rammage, sailed from 
Thurso in pursuit of the privateer. 

Ibid. — ^Married, at Edinburgh, on 2nd July, Sir 
David Hunter Blair of BrownhOl, Bart, to Miss 
Dorothv Hay Mackenxie, second daughter of 
Edward Hay Mackenzie of Newhall and Cbo- 
mnrty. Hie marriage was celebrated with bon- 
fires on the Oktimarty estates. 

July 16. — This number contains an account of 
the famous action fought on lat June between 
the American frigate Chesapeake, Captain 
Lawrence, and the British frigate. Shannon, 
Captain Broke. It is worth while quoting the 
story as told by the Editor of the Journal at 
the time in his own words: — ^"The action was 
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f ongnt off Boston, and took place in consequence 
of a challenge sent by Captain fooke to the 
American Commander, inyiting him to try hia 
strength. The Chesapeake was saperior in 
sise, sanerior in weight of metal, and saperior 
in nnmoers to the Shannon. She came oat 
Sresh from her own port, in all the complete- 
ness of preparation, in all the consciousness 
of superiority, and in all the confidence of con- 
quest. She was attended by several American 
barks and boats, laden with the friends 
and cduntrymen of her orew, ea^ to witness 
the battle and the Tioto^ ; but in 15 minutes 
after she csme into action die waa forced to 
yield to the gallantry of her antagonist. 
Twelve minutes after the action began our sea^ 
men boarded, and three minutes were sufficient 
to oompleite the businessi This intelligence 
will be received with feelings of satisfaction, 
greater, perhaps, than the cause altogether war^ 
rants. We know that the result of the contest 
is precisely what we do and ought to expect 
from the valour of British seamen--that we 
have no reason to exult in it— but still it is in 
a high degree pleasurable to receive this 
practical demonstration of the truth of what 
we have ever affirmed, ibat with aavthing like 
equal means, the spirit and skill of our navjp^ 
is irresistible." It may be added that Amen- 
can seamen had notable victories to boast <^ 
during the war, and the exploit of the Shannon 
was all the more gratifymflr to the British. 
O^Ktain Lawtence, of the Chesapeake, was 
mortally wounded in the action above recorded, 

. and during the remaining four diays of his life, 
in moments of delirium, he often exclaimed, 
"Don't give up the ship." He was buried at 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, with the honours of 
war, some of the oldest Captains in the British 
Navv cBorrying the pall. 

Jnlv 23. — On the previous Monday night or 
Tuesday meaning, a non-commissioned officer, 
Sei^peant Andrew Cullen, of the 21st Regi- 
ment, then stationed at Fort-Qeorge, kilkd 
his wife by stabbing her with a chuel. He 
afterwards inflicted severe woiunds on himself. 
Onllen had been intoxicated for some days 
when he committed the drime. 

Ibid. — American privateers continue to infest the 
West Coast A vessel belonging to lir liac- 
donald, Lochinver, with salt ana other stores 
for the heniuff fishing, was 0H>tQred within 
half-o-mile of his dw^ing-hoose. 

Ibid. — ^The death is announced ol Lieut. Colin 
Kackenxie, of the 71st Kegiment, killed at the 
battle of Vittoria. He was * scm of John Mao- 
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kenzie of Kincraig, RoM-ahire, and waa much 



Joly 30.— Died, at Tiuino, on the aOth inat, the 
Rev. William Ifonro, parochial acfaoohnaater 
of Thnno. He it apoken of aa a paiticnlairly 
diligent and auooeaaf ul teacher. 

Ibid.--On SatnrdaT hut a detachment from the 
2nd Battalion of the 42nd Regiment, conaist- 
ing of 70 priyatea, 4 aergeanta, 4 corporala, 
mSi 7 officera, embarked on board the Inrer- 
neaa Packet for London, with a yiew to join 
their gallaitt companiona in Spain. At thia 
time tLe Inyemeaa Militia were encamped cm 
fikmthaea GcMnmon. 

Anguat 6.-'After the inapection of the 1st Regi- 
ment of Roaa-ahire Local Militia, a ball waa 
held at Dingwall, which ia deacribed in glow- 
ing terma. "Dancing commenced with reela, 
in wliidi the charming Lad^ Mackenzie of 
Ayoch ahone with nnri^ed splendour." Her 
husband, Sir Alexander Atackensie, the explorer 
of the North-Weat, waa also preaent. ^'That 
celebrated and ingemona philosopher, Sir 
Humi^irey Darjr,*' waa in the neighbourhood, 
but waa preyented from being pnaent by a 
aeyere cold. His wife, howeyer, *the faacin- 
ating Lady Dayy," waa a centre of attraction. 
The Dall waa giyen by Lient. -Colonel Mtmro of 
Colcaim and the (^cera of the regiments 

August 17.— The Wester and! Eaater Rosa Far- 
mer Oluba held agiun a united ahow at Alneaa. 
Hie MkM-ayshire Fajrmer Club also held a show 
at Elgin, at which they distributed a hundred 
guineas in prizes. One of the objects of the 
latter club waa to eatablish in the County and 
to bring to its utmost perfection "the true 
Scots breed of black cattle." [Six weeks are 
missing from the fife after this data] 

October 1. — ^The Gkzette notice recording the fall 
of bt Sebastian is giyen in thia iastue. 

Ibid. — ^Thomaa QilzMn waa thia year re-elected 
IVoyost of InTemeaa. 

October 16. — ^Killed in action with the enemy in 
tlie riyer Elbe, Lieutenant Dayid Qray, of the 
Royal Marines, aerying <»i board hia Majest/s 
ship Desiree, and aeoond aon of Mr James 
Gray, merchant, Inyemess. He was interred 
witn military honours at Heligoland, and his 
brother officers, in respect for his memory, 
ordered a tomb-stone to be placed oyer lus 
icmaina. 

October 7Q, — ^The Marauia of Huntly preaented a 
portrait of hia mother, the late Dudiess of 
Gordon, to the Northern Meeting. The mem- 
bers of the Meeting, to show their respect for 
the Duchess, intended to commission a por- 
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j tndt for themselyet, but Uia Mar^ uii of Hontly 

insisted on making the racsentation himself. 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 8th of Ubj, at the adyanced 

age of 80, on his estate of Gross Point, near 

Detroit, in North Auwrica, the Hon. Alexander 

Grant, a member of his Majesty's Execfotiye 

sad Legislatire Oooncil of Upper Canada, and 

for nearly half-a-centurj Commodore of the 

I fleet on Lake Erie. This exodknt man was 

^ oi the Glenmoriston family, and was a brother 

to the late Patrick Grant, Eso. of Gknmoriston. 
I Hb went to America in 17m as lieutenant in 

^ mie of the Highlsad regiments, and was in- 

stmmental, from his nantical knowledge, in 
obtaining the command on Lake Ghamplain 
during the war which oon^piered Canada mm 
France. During the rebeUion of the Colonies, 
ha was eminently useful on the upper lakes, 
and also in administering the goyemment of 
Upper Canada after the dea& of Qaneral 
Hunter. He has left one son, a lieutenant in 
the Canada Regiment, and a numerous family 
of draghters a^ grandchildren, who will long 
cherish the remexnbrance of a fond and indul- 
gent father." 
Noyember 6.— Andrew Cnlkn was executed at 
Inyemess on the preyious Friday for the 
murder of his wife. The place of execution is 
not mantMmed. "Cnllen was a man of 
yery strcmg mind, and his ingenuity as a 
mechanic might haye rendered lum a yaluable 
member of society, had not his predilection 
for drinkinff, which Ivou^t him to an untimely 
end, proyed an insormountable obstacle to the 
regular prosecution of man^ exodlent designs 
whidi he had partially earned into effect.'* 
Ibid.— Oaptain J<An Ross, of the 19th Portujfuese, 
and lieutenant in the 92nd Britirii Line, fell 
at Ifayo as the head of his company on the 
3lBt August He was the son of the Hey. John 
Ross, minister of Rosskeen, and a yery pro- 
mising officer. 
Noyember 12.— This number contains the news 
of the great oyerthrow of Napoleon in the series 
of batSes at Leipsic in the middle of October. 
The headings announcing the yictory of the 
Allies occupy nine lines in large type. 
Ibid.— The Session of Parliament was opened on 
Thursday the 4th. The Adklress in the House 
of Commons was moyed by Lord Compton, and 
seconded by Mr Charles Grant, member for the 
Inyemess Burghs, "with that eloquence which 
so particularly distinguishes our member." The 
roport of Ifr Grant's speech occupies more than 
two oc^umns of the *'JoumaL" Speaking of 
the Alliance against 'Stupoliboti and the pros^ 
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pecto of peftoe, the han. member nid— "Anxious 
M we are to procure peace, let ut remember 
bj what means alone luch a peace can be ob- 
tained ae we cad safely accept. Let us recol- 
lect that it must not be a peace founded upon 
a compromise of anj great interest; upon a 
dexeliction of any sacred prindiiies; the 
creature of timidity on our part, qi insolence 
and artifice on the part of the enemy. It 
must be a peace founded on mutual adrants^ 
and mutusl confidence, and resting on the basii 
of social order, law, and justice." 

November 26. — ^Died, on Sunday the 7th inst., at 
Brahaa Outle, the Hon. Francis Mackenaie, 
second son of Lord Seaf orth. 

December 3. — ^News of Wellington's Tictozy over 
Soult on the Nirelle. 

December 10. — At the Njumshire meeting in 
Lododon a mMnber prdsented a subscripti(m 
paper for aiding the work of erectinff a pier 
at Nairn. A sum of £76 tras subscribed, and 
a Committee was appointed to oontespond with 
f rienas in the Nortn on the subject. 

December 17. — Tk» Ifsrqfuis of HunUr was mar- 
ried on the 11th inst. to Elizabeth Brodie, only 
daughter of Alexander Brodie of the Bum. 
"Thui happy eyent took place at Bath, and 
the numerous friends of the diitinguished couple 
are manifesting their joy on the occasion by 
public dinners, balls, and bon-fires, throuffhout 
the counties of Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray, 
Ac. The marriage is celebrated in the 
"Joiteal" in a song of nine stanzas, after the 
style of Skinner's Tollochgorum. Subsequent 
issues contain notices of rejoicings in numerous 
districts of the Hishlaods. 

Ibid.— Died, at Bu^t, on the 7th curt., Mrs 
Jean Baillie, relict of the late Duncan Grant 
of Bught, in the 82nd year of her age. 

December 24. — ^Mr Charles Qrant, member for 
the Burghs, was appointed one of the Lords of 
the Treasury. 



The following paragraph appears in James 
Suter's Memorabilia: — "1813. — Embankment of 
Town Lands at the Longman completed. Ex- 
pense, £484, paid by the Burgh.'* 
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No. vm. 

The year 1814 witnessed tJie invasion of 
Franoe oj the Allied Armies, the abdication 
of Napoleon as Emperor of the Frendi, and 
his temporary exile to Elba. The Act of 
Abdication was signed at Fontaineblean on 
the 4th of April 1814. News, however, in 
those days travelled slowly, and a week later 
BritLsh and French were still fighting five 
hundred miles from Paris. On the 10th, 
Wellington defeated Soult at Tonlonse. On 
the 11th the French Marshal evacuated the 
dty, and Wellington, on entering it, found 
the white flag flying and everybc^ wearing 
the white codcade. On the afternoon of the 
same day messengers arrived from Paris 
bringing news of Napoleon's abdication and 
the establishment of a p rovision al Government 
in the name of Louis XVm. It was not, 
however, until the 18tJi that Sonlt, having 
received an order from Berthier, concluded 
a convention with Wellington, putting a final 
stop to hostilities. The war with the United 
States went on during 1814, but a treaty of 
peace was signed at Ohent on the 24th of 
December. The news did not reach the 
States until after the attack on New Orleans, 
which was disastrous to the British. 

From the ** Inwemesa Journal,** 

1814. 

January 7. — ^Farther notices of rejoicings on the 
occasion of the marriage of the Iforquis of 
Huntly to Ifias Brodie. These notices are from 
fUffin, Nairn, and Lochaiier, and speak of (jrreat 
and general enthusiasm. A set of verses of con- 
siderable merit celebrates the qualities of the 
bridegroom. The following aire a couple of 
stanzas:-— 

'Where echoes out liie martial din, 
Or festive jovs are reaped within, 
Or human iUfl compassion win. 

There shines the noble Huntly. 

**The soul that's steel in field of fight. 
The heart that gladdens gay delight, 
The eye that melts at pitrs sight, 
Ave thine, most) noble Huntly.** 

Januaoy 14.— The Hon. J. F. Osiqpbell, eldest 
son of Lord Cawdor, was the previous week 
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retnxned without oppodtian m member ci Par- 
liament for tbe BurA of OanniiitheiL 

Ibid—Died, on 13tb December, Major liexwell 
IfiMkensie, LieateiuuitpGolonel of the 71it Regi- 
meut, eon of John Ifackenitie of Einonig, Rom- 
■hire. This gallant officer receiyed hk morUl 
wooni in the engagement with the enemv near 
Bayonne, while noblj cheering and leading on 
hifl men to cberm the enemy, and thns termin- 
ated an honoorable life in a glorious death." 

JanoMy 21.— Re-dection of Charlea Qrant for the 
InvameM Bora^ on hie appointment aa one 
of the liGfdi m the lYeaenry. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Ardgowan, saddeoljr, on Sth inst., 
lientenant-Oolonei JBneaa Ifac^intoeh, of the 
79th Regiment, in tbe 34th year of hie age. 
He entered the lervice at the age of 17, uid 
diat]n|^ahed himeetf in yariona oempaignt and 
erpeditiona in different quarten of the j^obe. 
Special mention la made of hia galUnt oondtact 
at Flnshinff, at Fnentea d'Honore, and in the 
attadL on Fort San Cairietoyal, where he led 
tbe forlorn hope. lientenent-Cblonel Mack- 
intoeh wai interred at Greenock with militaiT 
honoora, the MagiatTa4M, officers of tbe loou 
Militia, and principal gnitlemen of the town 
attending the foneraL He was a son of the 
kite Laddan Mackintoah of Balnespick, and 
nephew to Sir JBneas Mackintorii of Mackin- 
tosh, Bart. 

January 28. — ^"lliis day were published in octayo, 
price 16s, boards, lliou^ts on the Origin and 
Descent of tbe Gael, with sn account of the 
Picts, Oeledonians, and Scots; with obaerya- 
tions relatiye to the autbentioi^ ol the Poems 
of Ossian. By James Grant, Esq. of Coiry- 
mony, adyocate." The object of this woric was 
to snow that the Gkels were the aboriginal 
inhabitants of all tbe Britannio islands. 

Ibid. — ^News of the Allied armies pouring across 
the Rhine into France. 'Xord Wellington on 
the south-west and the whole of their western 
coast blockaded by English sonadrons, affords 
the unexampled spectacle of an Empire of nearly 
three thousand miles in circumference entirely 
snrronnded b^ enemies, of whom 600,000 are 
adyandng ag^aanst the oentve." 

Ibid— A meetmff of heritors was held at Ding- 
wall on the 18& insL to consider the expediency 
of applying to Parliament for a reyision of the 
laws regu&ting the exportation and importa- 
tion of oom. The meeting objected to re- 
straints on exportation, and to free importation 
of com from abroad. They were in f ayour of 
a duty '*to put the foreign importer on a par 
witii the atttiye farmer," and when that pomt 
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had been readied tliey wanted the enjoyment 
of free exportation. A petition on these lines 
was preparai for presentation to Parliament. 

Februttty 11.— "We are happy to learn that the 
history of Great Britain from the Revolution in 
1688 to the French Revolntion in 1789, by Sir 
James Mackintosh, is proceeding, and will be 
published in course of Uiis season." This pro- 
ject was not fulfilled, only a portion being 
published after its author's death. Sir James, 
howeYer, long busied himsdf in collecting 
materials. 

February 18.— Died, at Balnagown Castle, on the 
8th curt, Lieutenant-Qeneral Sir Charles Ross 
of Balnagown, Bait. "His death is deeply 
deplored, not only by his family and intimate 
friends, but by all who had the happiness of 
being aoauainted with him. It is a public loss 
of no orotnary magnituda" 

Ibid.— ''Died, at the Manse of Dyke, on the 3rd 
curt, the Rev. David Brichan, D.D., an ac- 
complished scholar and eteant writer." 

February 26. — Htud river Findhom overflowed :ts 
banks on the Uth in the neighboterhood of 
Forres. At the Broom of Moy four houses 
were thrown down and the residbnts with diffi- 
cult rescued. "The soil of three acres of land 
sown with wheat and the break furrows of 
several fields have been completely washed 
away. In short, the loss is so great mat it will 
take the labour of years to make it up." 

March 4. — In this number there is an account of 
a thaw which took place on the Kyle of Suther- 
land after six weeks of intense m>st. The ice 
bound up the rivers and Kyle to such an extent 
"that men, cattle, and wasgons might cross 
the arm of the sea above toe bridge, and it 
was passable also below it as far as Oreidi." 
When the thaw osme the ice was broken up 
into great masses, and jammed amonff them 
were 400 logs of wood, brought down oy the 
Rivdr Carron. Large fragments of the ioe and 
many of the loos struck the iron arch of the 
new bridge with great force, and, happily, it 
stood the stram. (The bridge remained until 
nearly ei^ty years afterwards, when it was 
carried away by another flood.] 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Tongue Manse, on the 6th ult, 
in the 76th year of her age, much regretted, 
Mrs Jane Porteous, spouse of the Rev. WiUliam 
Mackenzie, minister of Tongue, and daughter 
of the Rev. William Porteous, once minister of 
Rafford, a near relative of the late celebrated 
Dr Porteous, Bishop of London." The para- 
graph goes on to speak of Mrs Mackenzie's 
piety and poetical talent 

10 
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March 26. — ^There wm a propoml »t thi« time on 
the part of the Earl of Fife to restore and oocnpy 
as a residence the Abbey of Phiscarden. An 
architect from Edinburgh was engaged on a 
smrey of the Abbey. 

April 1 to 22. — ^These nnmbert are missing from 
our file. One of them must have contained 
the news of the abdication of Napoleon, 
which wa« signed at Fontaineblean oo 4th 
April. 

Apnl 29. — ^News of the battle of Toulouse, in 
which Wellington defeated Soult. The battle 
was fought on the 10th, and the news of 
Napoleon's abdication had not then been re- 
ceived. 

Ibid. — On the previous Friday the town of In- 
yemess was illuminated to celebrate the fall 
of Napoleon. "Early in the evening a srotesqne 
figure of the 'great captain' waa carried through 
the streets on norseback, to the no smaA amuse- 
ment) of thousands, and afterwards publicly 
burned on Clachnacuddin amidst the acclama- 
tions of the populace. An imnsnise bon-fire 
was lighted on an eminence in the neighbour- 
hood of the town, and serving as a signal to 
the surrounding country, the iHiole sky was 
speedily inflamed with the reflection of the 
fires wnich blaaed on every hiU as far as the 
eye could reach." Neighoouring towns were 
also illuminated. 

Ibid. — ^A caigo of coals from Brora arrived in 
Inverness, sad were considered to be of ex- 
cellent quality. 

May 6. — ^It is announced that the Marquis of Staf- 
ford has laid off the site of a new town at Brora, , 
aaid proposes to grant feus for house and garden 
ground. 

May 3. — ^*'Tuesday|8 Gazette announces the pro- 
motion of Lord Wellington to the disnity of a 
Dukedom by the title of Duke of WelUnffton.*' 

May 20. — ^"Despatches were received by Govern- 
ment on Sunday se'enight announcing the ar- 
rival of Bonaparte at the Island of Elba." 

Ibid. — ^The Colcmels Commandant received' circu- 
lar letters infarming them that the k>cal Ifilitia 
win not be called out for training or exercise 
during the present year. 

Ibid.— '%ied, at Cheltenham, on the 17th April, 
Captain W. Mackenzie, 9th Royal Veteran 
Battalion, kite of the 42nd Regiment; an 
officer of dietinguished merit, who served many 
yean in that corps ; was severely wounded in 
the memorable battle of the 21st March 1801 
in Egypt; was one of the standard bearers of 
that regiment at the battle of Abouldr. The 
flag he carried was pierced through with bsll 
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in many places. Those standards are now 
placed as an emblem of that event in the great 
haH of Novar House in Ross-shiie, the seat 
of the late Sir Hector Mnnro, then Colonel of 
HbsA regiment." 

Jnne 3.— <>n the 12th nit. the fonndation-stone of 
tlie Varar bridge was laid by William Ghisholm 
of Chisholm. 

Ib'd. — "Died, at Bnnchegovie, Stratherrick, on 
the 14tb nit., Captain Alexander Eraser, aged 
87. He was an officer in the war of 1757, and 
may be considered the last snrvivor of tbose 
senrkig in Amerioa under tlie command of 
General Wolfe." 

Jnne 17. — ^Mr J. Mactavish was admitted a Pro- 
curator before the Sheriff Court. 

June 24. — ^''On the 13th ult., after a lonff and 
painful sickness, whidh he endured with the 
nrmness and resignation of a true servant of 
Christ, died at Waterstein, m the 76th year 
of his affe and 45th of his ministry, the Ker. 
William Bethune, minister of Dnirinish, in the 
Isle of Skye. His sodaF qualities, amiable man- 
ners, ttnd Christian virtues will be long remem- 
bered, and his death lamented by his family, 
by his numerous friends and acquaintanoes." 

Jul^ 1. — ^The case of Lord Cochrane was at this 
time engrossing public attention. The "Jour- 
nad" expressed its conviction that Lord Coch- 
rane was innocent. 

Ibid. — ^News was received of the loss of a schooner 
on the west coa«t of Berbice, with nearly all 
on board. Among those drowned were Charles 
Mackintosh, of Dochwroch ; Angus Fraser, of 
Fort-WiUiam, and a Mr Duncan, from Moray- 
shire. From a subsequent notioe it appesffs 
that the last-mentioned was William Duncan, 
merchant, Berbice. Angus Fraser was a mer- 
cnant in Demerarau 

Julv 8. — ^Married, at the Manee ci Kiltarlity, 
the Rev. Alexander Fiyter, Rothesay, to Eliza- 
beth, eldest daughter of the Rev. Dr Bayne. 

Julv 15. — Died, in Java, in the previous year. 
Captain James Macpherson, of the 78th. He 
seems to have been killed in a fight with the 
natLves. The "Java Gov^nment Gazette" con- 
tained A poem of more than forty lines to his 
memoiy. After celebrating his good qualities, 
the writer says — 

"Such was the man whom fate oidained to fall 
By dastard creases, tinged in ruffian gaU." 

July 22.— Died, at Nairn, on the 18th inst, 
Cfalonel William Mackintosh of Millbank, in 
the 74th year of his age. "Twenty-five years of 
his life were dedicated to the service of his 
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King and hk oountry. lb ervrj nlAtum, pub- 
lio and privato, he narw failed to conciliate the 
good-will and retain the eateem of all who knew 
hUn." 
Ibid.— Died, in the laland of Jaya, on the 6th of 
March 1813, Oaptain William Maopheraon, of 



the Eaat India CompanVa aervice. Command- 
ant of Fort-Nugent. He Toluntemd hia aer- 
▼icea on the expedition againit Batayia, and 
waa mortallj wounded in the atoiming and 
taking of Fort-Oomelia. 

July 29. — ^It ia announced thai an eatabliahment 
under the denomination of the "Gdedonian 
Asylum" is to be instituted in London, under 
the anenicea ol the Highland Society, for edu- 
catinff tne children of mdigent Scotsmen. 

Ibid.— ^Died, en the 16ih curt., at London, 
whither he had gone for medical adyioe, Mr 
Akzander Simpson, aged 61 yean, some time 
Rector of the Grammar School of Inyemess, 
which for many years he taoght with approba- 
tion and auocess, and from which he retired 
about flve-and-twenty years ago, to a isnn in 
the neighbourhood, where he liyed esteemed and 
respected. His death ia now deeplr lamented." 

Auffust 6.— At « meeting of the HigWand Society 
or Scotland, attention waa oaUed to the subject 
of kelp, which had faflen so much in price as 
to hold out no encooragement for its manufac- 
ture. It was suggested to the meeting that 
the estabiishment of Parish Bank Sodetioe 
thxoudkmt the country would be attended with 
yery beneficial effecto. The Society heartily 
approved of a congratuUitory letter, written by 
desire of the Directors, to Colonel Ouneron, 
younger of Fassifem, a member of the Society. 
whose conduct while in occasional command of 
the 92i^ 71st, and 60th Regiments ae a brigade, 
aiul on other occasioos, as the head of the 92nd 
Regiment, to which be belonsed, had been par- 
ticularly noticed by Lord HOI. 

Ibid.— The decision of the Court of Session in a 
disputed right of presentatioo between the 
Qrown and the family of Cromar^ was affirmed 
in the House of Lords. By this dedsion the 
right of presentation to the parishes of Rose- 
markie and Killeaman, which hadi long been 
yaoant, waa yested in Mr Mackenzie of Oro- 
marty. 

August 12.— "The ladies of Bmssehi are so fond 
ol the Scottish Hiffhlanders who are in garrison 
in their city that baring heard of the approach- 
ing departure of this corps, they bays made 
application, in the proper quarter, for their 
continuance." 

August 19.— On the 12th of August, Loyat and 
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hifl ladjT were the fint to paai over the Beanly 
Bridge in their carriaffe. This beine the Prince 
Resent's birthday, they ordered the workmen 
to oe collected to drink his Royal Highneas't 
health. 

September 2 and 9. — Died, at Wanriaton Honae, 
near Edinburgh, on the 26th of Angost, the 
Hon. Wilham Frederick Mackenzie, only anr- 
Tiving aon of Franoia, Lord Seaforth, and re- 
presentative in Parlkunent for the County of 
Koaa. His remains were interred in Fortrose 
Gathadral. "The aanvity of his manners, the 
gentleness of his disposition, and his many pri* 
▼ato yirtiies, have embalmed his memory in 
eTery heart ; while the honest and conacientions 
discharge of his important public duties in Par- 
liament, claim tibe approbation and gratitude 
of his constituents." 

September 23.— At the CSrcuit Court at Inyemees, 
Lord Meadowbank adverted to the state of the 
Court-room, whidi he considered greatly too 
small, and very inconmiodioius and ill-situated, 
the administration of justice being freqmently 
interrupted by the noise in the street. He re- 
commended the county gentlemen and Ma^s- 
trates to proyide proper accommodation with- 
out delay. The Court-house was then in Bridge 
Street 

October 14.— A Highland officer of the Inyemess- 
shire Militia was tried by Cbnrt-Martial at 
Portsmouth for haying siyen a dance in the bar- 
racks on the 17th of June without haying re- 
oeiyed the permission of his Commandinff 
Officer, and for T«rious incidents connected 
therewith. He waji fully aojiuitted, and the 
charges were dedaced to be frivolous sod yexa- 
tious. 

October 21.— Lord Saftoun visited for the first 
time his estates of Ness Castle and Kinchyle. 
His visit was celebrated with bon-fires. 

October 28.— The Northern Meeting, hekl the 
previous week, was marred by uifavourable 
weather. **hx the sbsenoe of public amuse- 
ments, the day was spent in the interchange of 
visits, and in the display of oosUy and varied 
equipages, which paraded the streets in gay 
profusion." Hie baiOs were beld as usuaL 

November 4.— At a meeting of proprietors and 
others interested in the oommunity of Mulbuie, 
a Special Committee was appointed to take 
means to bring about an amicaUe arrangement 
for the division of the Common. 

Ibid.— At a meeting of freeholders of Ross-shire, 
held at Tain on the 26th ult., Charles Fraser 
of InveieJlochy and Oastle Fraser was unani- 
mously elected member for the County. 
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Ibid.— "Died, at Elgin, on the 22ttd nit., in the 
84th year of hit age, the Ber. John Qnnt, 
one of the miniet<&re of that plaoe. In the conne 
of hii long life he wae indefatigable in the 
bnmane diecfaerge of the more important dntiee 
of the paetoral office — edminietering comfort to 
the diBtrasied and reSeTing the neceaeitiee of 
the poor. When nnoocnpied with hia offiisial 
dotiea, hia time waa doToted to the acaniaition 
of knowledge; hia readiing waa varied and 
extenrive, ma taate chaate, and hia judgment 
correct. Poaaeaaed of uncommon powera of 
memory, he compoaed an elaborate work on 
ChronmofTT, which received the approbation ol 
hia achoolfellow, the inimitable tdatorian of 
Qiarlea V., aod Ha publication waa alone pre- 
▼anted by a aimQar woric on a aimilar plan, hj 
whidi it waa anticipated. Thoui^h much oif 
hia time waa devoted to atudy. hia mannera 
betrayed nothing of the reatradnt or pedantry 
which diaractenae the acholar; on the con- 
traiy, thev were courteoua and eaay. He waa 
the aoul of harmleaa mirth, could be froUcaome 
with youth, aerioua with the aombre, and gar- 
ruloua with old age." 

November IL — ^The plouP'hing match of tbe In- 
vemeaa Farmer Society waa thia year held on 
the farm of Metkinch, belonging to Meaara 
Anderacm ft Kinloob. Twenty plougfaa com- 
peted. Angua Macldntoah of Holm waa preai- 
dent of the Society. 

Ibid. — Craigellarhie Bri«)ge, over the Spey, waa 
completed and onened for traffic. 

November 18. — ^The Nairaahira Fanner Society 
heid ita annual ploughing match in a fidd occu- 
pied by Mr Skene, Skenepark. At a meeting 
theroalter the Secretary produced a communi- 
cation from the Highland Society regarding the 
equaliaation of weighta and meacorea, and aome 
papera tranamitted by Sir John Sinclair rela- 
tive to hia General Agricultural Report of Scot- 
land, "on oonnderation ol which the Society 
unanimoualy elected the patriotic Baronet an 
honorary membeKr, and reaohred to purchaae a 
copy ol the Report** Sir Samuel Davidson of 
OBmtray waa elected Presidmt of the Society. 

November 25.— >Tbe war with the United Statea 
atill in prog<reaa. A aevere action at Fort-Erie, 
in which both aidea claim the advantage. 

Ibid. — ^The Invemeaa-ahire Farmer Society resolve 
to take three copiea of Sir John Sindaiz^a 
General Report of Scotland. 

December 2. — ^It waa reported at the Naimahirft 
meeting in London that £160 had been collected 
to aaaiat in the erection of a pier at Nairn. The 
meeting reaolved to promote a aubacription for 
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the erection of a monmnent to the late Mr 
John Straith, schoolmasteir of Nairn. 

December 16. — A long oorregroondence went on in 
this and other ieaues on th« use of stake-nete. 
One of the writers made a free use of dassical 
qnotaticMiB. 

December 30. — "It gives as much pleasure to hear 
tiiab the potato crop has, this season, proved 
very a^nndant in the North. The size is in 
general large. A correspondent inform^ us that 
a potato, among many others of nearly equal 
size, waa lately taken up in the neighbourhood 
of Thurso weighing 29 ounces.*' 
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No. IX. 

The first important item recorded in the 
year 1816 is the deatJi of Lord Seaforth, the 
last who bore the title. This was the remark- 
able man who^ as a boy of twelre, by a severe 
attack of scarlet ferer, lost the power of hear- 
ing and speaking. In later life he reoorered 
in a measure the use of speech, but his deaf- 
ness was permanent. His mental g^ts, 
however, impressed all his oontemporaries, 
and in spite of physical defects, he filled im- 
portant ofi&oes. ''In 1800 he was appointed 
Governor of Barbadoes, an office which he 
retained for six years, after which he held 
hig^ office in Demerara and Berbice. While 
Governor of Barbadoes he was for a time 
extremely popular, and was distinguished for 
his firmness and even-hauded justice. He 
succeeded in putting an end to the prac- 
tice of slave4dlling in the island, which 
at that time was of very common occur- 
rence, and deemed by the planters a venial 
offence punishable only by a small fine of £15. 
In consequence of his humane proceedingiB in 
this matter he became obnoxious to many of 
the Ck>loni8ts, and in 1806 he finally left the 
island.'' (Mr A. Mackenzie's History.) 

Lord Seaf orth raised the 78th Highlanders 
(Ross-shire Buffs) in 1793. He had a family 
of four sons and six dau^^ters, but all his sons 
mnedeceased him. One, a midshipman, died at 
Brahan in 1813, and the last survivor, 
William Frederick, M.P. for Ross-shire, died 
in August 1814. The broken-hearted father 
soon Allowed, in January 1815. Sir Walter 
Scott's lines on the death of Lord Seaforth 
are well known : — 

'Tn vain the bright course of thy talents to 

wrong, 
Fate deaden'd thine ear and imprison'd thy 

tongue; 
For brighter o'er aU her obstructions arose 
The glow of the genius they could not oppose ; 
And who in the knd of the Saxon or Glael, 
Might maitch with Mackenxie, High Chief of 

KintailT 

"Thy sons rose around thee in light and in love. 
All a father could hope, aU a friend could 
approve; 
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What 'vails it the tale of thy aonowfl to tell?— 
In the ipringtime of youth and of promise they 

fell I 
Of the line ol Fitagerald remains not a male, 
To bear the proud name of the Chief of KintaiL" 

The title expired with the Chief. It had twice 
before di8a|ypeared for a time, but was reviyed 
in 1797. Lord Seaforth's patrimony (dimin- 
ished by the sale of Lochalsh and Eintail) 
descencfed to his dau^ter Maiy, the wife first 
of Sir Samuel Hood, vice-Admiral, and second 
of the Right Hon. James Stewart, nephew of 
the seyenth Earl of Galloway, who assumed 
the name of Mackenzie, and was successiyely 
Governor of Ceylon and Lord High Commis- 
sioner of the Ionian Islands. Sir Samuel Hood 
died at Madras on 24th December 1814, about 
a fortnight before his father-in-law, Lord 
Seaforth. 

In 1816 a Com Bill was passed, forming the 
starting point of a conflict which did not ter- 
minate until 1846. During the previous forty 
years the Com Laws varied with the times, 
llie long conflict with Napoleon produced war 

S rices. '<Wheat rose in 1801 to the unprece- 
ented price of £5 19s 6d, and, except in 1803, 
its average price did not fall below 62s a 
quarter for twenty years." With the first 
abdication of Napoleon there was a decline in 
the price of com^ and an immediate resort was 
made to protection to keep up the rates. A 
law was passed in 1816 prohibiting the im- 
portation of all foreign wheat when the prico 
was below SOs a quarter, and all Coloninl 
wheat when the price was below 67s. "Other 
kinds of com were dealt with on the same 
principles, but the prices of course varied." 

The year 1816 witnessed the final downfall 
of Napoleon and the beginning of the long 
European peace. 

In the seoond half of 1816 there are a good 
many notes and incidents of local interest. 
As the year began with the death of the last 
Lord Seaforth, it closed with the death of the 
Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, the last sur- 
viving son of the famous Lord Simon of the 
'46. Tne sons of the Hon. Archibald Fraser, 
Uke those of Lord Seaforth, predeceased their 
father, and the succession went to the present 
family, to whom the title was restored. A 
lady whose name is associated with our literary 
annals, Mrs Elisabeth Rose of Kihravock, also 
died towards the dose of 1816. 

11 
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From the '* Inverness Jaumal.*' 
1815. 

January 13. — A reword of 25 guinea* ia offered for 
the appreheiMion of a carrier, who had heen 
committed to the jeil at Forree on a charge 
of theft, and had' managed to escape. 

January 20. — Died, at hia bouse in Charlotte 
S<}uare, Edinburgh, on the 11th curt., the 
Right Hon. Francis, Lord Seaforth, his 
Majesty's Lieutenant for the County of Ross. 
**The death of this distinguished nobleman, tu 
the 60th year of his age, although the rapid 
decline of his health during the last two years 
must have led to the expectation of that event, 
win give birth to v«9y general feelings of 
sorrow and re^^ret. The wonderful power of his 
mind, undiminished even by the privation of 
the sense of hearinff, the stores of information 
which he had ac(j|Uiied in almo0t every branch 
of science, and his rare proficiency in seveSral, 
his delightful talents for society, the nobleness 
of his person and elegance of hjB manners, the 
richness of his imagination, and his faculty of 
diffusing srace and lustre over every topic, 
whether of instruction or amusement, wiH be 
long remembered, but with peculiar fondness 
and deeper regret by those who had the happi- 
ness to enjoy his intimate friendship ; and alas t 
by those related to him by still diearer ties, who 
had access to know the many virtues of his 
benevolent heart, of which his other qualities 
were but the decorations and embellishments." 

Ibid. — ^Died, on Tuesday, 17th inst, John Mack- 
intosh of Aberarder, many years Provost of 
Inverness, aged 74 years, 'the previous day 
he attendedl the funeral of his sister. Miss Chris- 
tian Mackintosh, and seemed in his usual 
health. The obituary notice speaks highly of 
his piety, kindness, and beneficence. 

February 3. — ^*'llie Inverness Packet, Captain 
Mann, just arrived at Burgheads made an ex- 
traordinaiT passage from Qrovesend in the short 
space of 70 hours. She outstripped the mail 
by 34 hours." 

February 10. — The remains of the late Lord Sea- 
forth were on the pirevious day interred in the 
family vault at Fortrose. 

February 17. — ^This number oontains a long list 
of premiums awarded by the Highland S^ety 
of Scotland in the Hiftnlandb and Islands for 
bringing land into arable culture, and for im- 
proving stock. 

February 24.— There is notice of a veteran named 
Alexander Campbell or Iverach, residing in 
Q?encalvie, Roes-shire, who was said to haye 
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readied the age of 116. Six Boss-shire gentle- 
men in Lon£n contributed a guinea eadi to 
enable him to dress in tartan and regale himself 
with a drop of liquor. The Editor was re- 
quested by the minister of Kincaidinie to an- 
nounce Iverach's receipt of the bounty, and to 
express his thanks. "The yetersA is quite well, 
and prav's for as many days to ea«h of his 
benefactors as he has seen, and an equal portion 
of health. He longs for the weather getting a 
Kttle milder, that ne may take a wa&c to see 
his friendb at Oladfield and the Manse (40 miles 
only), end tell i^m of the tide of riches that 
ham set in upon him. Hie danced two reels at 
the last Kincardine cattle fair, and a few days 
ago entered as a scholar in the GaeKc School at 
Glencalyie. It is supposed he is the <^ilB8t 
Campbell alive." 

March 10.— The Practical Farming Society of 
Ardersier and! Petty held their annual plough- 
ing match at Little Fleminffton, occupied oy 
Mr Tolmie. Eighteen ploughs competed. 

Ibid — "Died, at Forres, on the 25th February 
last, in the 60th year of his age, James Straith, 
£s^., for many years an eminent medical prac- 
titioner at that place. This gentleman was dis- 
tinguished, throughout the course of a k>nff and 
laborious practice, for the unwealred exercise of 
great professional skill and active benevolence. 

March 17. — ^This number contains an account of 
Napoleon's escape from Elba. "This extra- 
ordinary man*, from the effects of whose baneful 
influence the natione of Europe are just be- 
ginning to recover, has again made his appear- 
ance in France." The same number zeooi^ the 
passing of a Com Bill through the House ol 
Commons, and the occurrence of riots in Lon- 
don. The bili soon afterwards passed the House 
of Lords. 

March 24.— News of Napoleon's arrival andl recep- 
tion in Paris, and preparations to send British 
troops to the Netherlands. A County meeting 
at Inverness voted a loyal address to the Prince 
Regent. It concluded with the worda— "We 
prepare again for the struggle, and join the 
shout of nations — 'Death to m l^yrant — Peace 
to human kind.' " 

March 31. — ^The goodwill, copyright, and plant 
of the "Inyemeas Journaf ' were advertised to 
be sold by public roup on the 15th of April. 

April 14.— A.t a meeting on the 11th, it was re- 
solyed to establish an Inverness Parish or 
Savings Bank. This was the second meeting 
tiiat considered the subject, the first having 
been thinly attended. The project was initiated 
by a Committee of the Inverness Farmers' So- 
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subject commnmcations were made to the mem- 
ber for the County and to the Oonyeaers of other 
counties. In the issue of the 26th there is an 
adyertisement givinff the retukitions of a meet- 
ing of distillers, hM in the County of Cku:k- 
maxman, declaring that they do not object to a 
free intercourse of spirits between the High- 
laods and Lowlands of ScotUind. "The dis- 
tinction of Lowland and Highland line was a 
booQ granted to the Highland districts, at 
the requeat of those interested, in order that 
they might be enabled to supply themaelyes 
witn spirits at a chei^ rate, and from bariey 
of their own growing.*' The Lowland distillers 
say that they are far from wishing to depriye 
the Hidikuida of this adyantage, but *^they 
think tnemselyes warranted in demanding that 
the Highland distillers, chumini? to be admitted 
into t^ Lowland market, shaH work in all re- 
spects under the same law as they do in the 
L[>w]and8." The "Journal," commenting on 
the controyersy, says "that we belieye man^ 
persona in this county would embark their capi- 
tal in distillation and cheerfully pay the South 
country duties, if stills on a small scale were 
permitted and free access continued to the South 
country markets." 

June 2. — ^It is announced that a Highland Society 
has been established in Inyemess, to co-operate 
in the work of the Hi^and Societies in Lon- 
don and £dixU>ui2h. The first Presidtot was 
the Hon. Colonel Fraser of Loyat, and the Vice- 
Presidents were the Lords-Lieutenant of the 
Northern Counties. Mr Peter Anderson was 
secretary and lir Edward Fraser, treaeorer. 

Ibid.— From a paragraph on the incidence of new 
stamp duties, it appears that Sheriffs-Substi- 
tute were at this time generally the distributors 
of stamps. 

June 9.— An Atheneum wae established in In- 
yemess, "wherein sixteen newspapers and all 
the best periodical publications are taken in." 

Ibid.— "The first dinner of the Highknd Society, 
to which the President appropriately contri- 
buted a couple of fine Beamy salmon, was held 
in Bennet's Hotel on Monday last, where its 
members passed a pleasant end joyous eyening. 
Its conyiyial parties were intended to com- 
mence on the birthday of our Soyereign, and 
this happening on Sunday, they commenced on 
the succ^ing dkiy." The same number men- 
tions a donation to the Horticultural Society 
from Brodie of Brodie, who is diescribed as an 
"eminent botanist." 

Ibid.— A paragraph is deyoted to Mr William 
Mackintosh, son of Mr Campbell Mackintosh, 
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Town-Clerk, who wm in the Civil Service of 
the Eaot India Compuiy, ond died at aea in the 
previous October. We are told that after an 
excellent education at home, "Mr liackintoeh 
continued his studies in Oriental Literature for 
several years at the college established at Fort- 
William [Calcutta] for the education of young 
gBnttemen intended for the higher offices m the 
civil eetablishment of the East India Company." 
The paragraph proceeds — 'At two successive 
examinations of this College, the gold medals 
allotted to the most distinguished scholar were 
conferred on Mr Mockintoah ; but his studies 
were unfortunately pursued with an eagerness 
which so far impaii«d his health as to render 
a temporary residence in Europe necessary for 
its re-estabiishment. His deatn occurred when 
on his return to India, and on the eve of his 
engaging in the duties of public life, for which 
he wa« well qualified by great natural abilities, 
cultivated with assiduous care. As a scholar, 
Mr Mackintosh's requirements were extensive, 
ranging through every department of science, 
and comprehending whatever is valuable in 
European literature or captivating in Oriental 
poetry. He possessed an accurate knowledge of 
the Persian and other Eastern htnffuaffes, and 
his poetical versions of Hafiz (with wnich he 
jometimes amused his leisure hours) discover 
much delicacy of taste, smoothness of versifica- 
tion, and facility of expression." 

Ibid. — At this time it was proposed to publish 
another newspaper in Inverness, to be called 
"The Northern Star." The project excited 
comnMnt in the "Journal." 

Ibid. — ^In the same number there is a Ions article 
on Local Manufactures. It seems that the 
Wool Factory previously eetablished had failed, 
but the writer urges another venture, to be 
undertaken with greater skiU and attention, and 
with larger capital Even if the manufacture 
of cloth were not attempted for some time, it 
is suggested that wool-^tanling would be of 
consic^iible imnortance. Tne writer describes 
the change in the rural economy of the High- 
lands which had taken place during the previ- 
ous twenty years, chiefly by the introduction of 
p, and contends that it has proved bene- 



June 16. — Another paragraj^ on the Highland 
Society of Inverness states that it is a branch 
of the London Society, and instituted by com- 
mission from the Duke of Kent to the Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat. The members were 
to be admitted by ballot, the fee to be ten 
guineas, or an annual payment of £1 lis 6d. 
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The chief objects of the Societv werd--<l) To 
preserve the langnaffe, martitu spixit, dresi, 
music, aad antiqmties of the ancknt Cale- 
donians; (2) To presenre from obliTion the 
▼alueble remuns of Gaelic literature; (3) To 
establish and support Uaelio sdiools; (4) To 
relieve distressed Highlanders at a distance from 
their native homes; and (5) To promote the 
improvement and general welfare of the north- 
em parts of Oreat Britain. There were to be 
c[oeirterly meetings, end an anniversary meet- 
ing eTcry year on 2nd Hay. 

Ibid. — Died, at Madras, on &4th December, when 
on the eve of returning to his native ooun^, 
Vioe-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., and 
Naval Commander-in-Chief in India. He was 
merried in 1804 to Mary, daughter of the 
kst Lord Seaforth, afterwards the Hon. Mrs 
Stewart Mackenzie. The obituary notice cites 
several instances of Sir Samuel Hood*s dull, 
gallantry, ani generous character. like Nel- 
son, he lost an arm in the service of his country, 
the wound being received in an action off tne 
Coast of France, in which Sir Samuel ca ptur ed 
Si French squadron of four fine frigates. When 
commanding the Juno at Toulon he had to 
extricate his vessel from a difficult position, the 
operation being greatly helped by the dexterity 
of the third lieutenant. To this officer. Sir 
Samuel, in his despatch, gave Une entire credit, 
declaring that the extrication of the Juno was 
due exclusively to the third lieutenant's '*ad- 
mirable presence of mind and skilful exertion.** 
When stationed on one occasion off Jamaica he 
saw a schooner foundering in a gale. "He 
ordered a boat to be manned for her relief; 
the danger was so great that even the hearts of 
British seamen were appalled, and no yohin- 
teers offered : Sir Samuel exclaimed that he 
was incapable of ordering others on a service 
of danger which he wouM not be the first to 
share, and instantly leapt into the boat. The 
spirit of the Commandier dispelled the terrors 
of the crew: he waa followed by a sufficient 
number, and had the heart-cheenng happiness 
of being thus the meana of saving so many of 
his feHow-creatures. The House of Assembly 
of Jamaica were so enraptured with this heroic 
and humane act that they immediately met and 
yoted him a sword value two hundred guineas." 

June 23.— A long advertisement states Uiat at a 
meeting held at Inverkxrhy on 15th June, a num- 
ber of Highland gentlemen had formed them- 
selves into "a pure Highland SocieU^, in 
support of the true Dress, Language, Music, 
and Characteristics of our ilhistrious and 
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ancieost race in thd HighlBoda and Idea of 
Scotland, with their genuine desoendants 
whereyer they may be." The prtHnoter of the 
movement waa CJolonel Maodonnell of Glen- 
gany, and ninety-seyen membera were enrolled 
under the title of "The Society of True High- 
landers." The proceedings of tke meeting were 
conducted in Gaelic One of the rules was that 
all real Chiefi were to be hereditary Vice- 
Presidents, from whom the President was to 
be annually chosen by a majority of yotes, 
'*be he in or out of the neerage." 
Ibid. — ^In leyelling a hillock on the farm of 
Charleston, near Inyemeas, the tenant, Cap- 
tain Macint^rre, found, at a depth of six feet, 
a cist enclosing human bones. "From the ap- 
pearance and touch of the soil, and the forma- 
tion of the hillock, which is of conical form, 
and about fifty feet in diameter, it is inferred 
that this tumiilua was an ancient cemetery." 
June 30. — ^This number, which no doubt contained 
an account of the battle of Waterloo, is miss- 
ing from our fila This im not surprising, as 
there must baye been an unprecedented! demand 
for the paper, and any superfluous copies would 
hflfva been bought up. Along with the "Jour- 
nal" there is in our file a series of another news- 
paper, the "Edinburgh Correspondent," whidh 
was published three times a-week. The num- 
ber of 24th June contains the ofSdal announce- 
ment of the "Complete Defeat of Bonaparte," 
issued from Downing Street on 22nd June, 
which runs as follows :— "The Duke of Welling- 
ton's despaitch, dated Waterloo, the 19th of 
June states that on the preceding day Bona- 
parte attacked with his whole force the British 
line, supported by a corps of Prussians, which, 
after a long and sanguinary conflict, terminated 
in the complete oyerthrow of the enemy's army, 
with the loss of one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon and two Earies. During the night, the 
Prussians, under Marshal BIncher, who joined 
in the pursuit of the enemy, caotured 60 guns 
and a large part of Bonaparte's baggage. The 
Allied Annies continue to pursue the enemy. 
Two French Generals were taken." The aasne 
paper on the 29th announces the abdication of 
Napoleon. 
July 7. — On Monday last, Captain Macintyre dis- 
coyenred another stone coffin in the little hiHock 
on the farm of Charleston, of the same descrip- 
tion and nearly in the same position with the 
one l&tely found there. 
July 14.— lliepe is great rejoicing, "joy in grief," 
oyer the excite of the Highland Bri^e at 
the battle of Waterloo. The suggestion is made 

12 
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that Bubscripitioiis shouVi be raued for the bene- 
fit of widows ftnd children. 

Ibid. — ^The Court of Session decides in favour of 
ihe life tenure, by Mr Adam, of tihe office of 
Rector of the InTemess Royal Academy. Lord 
Meadowbank, in giving his opinion, said — ^"I 
ooncnr completely with my brother, Lord 
Robertson, that it is contra hono^ mores to 
appoint a man to a sdiool durinor the pleasure 
of a set of gentlemen. It is using him like a 
shoeblack, and worse, for it leaves him to the 
disposaJ of a numerous open body, who always, 
to a proverb, have no conscience." 

Ibid. — Agents of the London Mi8.<donary Society 
visited the North and obtained liberal contribu- 
tions and donations. In Inverness the sums 
amounted to £43 18s 1^', and in Dingwall. 
Tain, and Ferrintoeh to £53, making a total 
of £96 188 1^. 

Ibid. — 'liord Macdonald is now erecting a mag- 
nificent mansion at his family seat of Armadale 
in Sleat. In the Island of RaAtray inexhaust- 
ible nuarries have been discovered! of freestone, 
of a beautiful pale white colour, which bears 
the finest polish. Mr Macleod, the proprietor, 
y now building an elegant mansion, the walls 
of which are to be formed of this native free- 
stone. The roads, piers, and villages which 
are now in progress in Skye, will soon render 
it one of the most interesting and improved, as 
it is already the most vaiNiable, of the Hebridean 
islands." 

July 22.— "The Edinburgh Corresponctenh" 
of this date announces the ordination of the 
Rev. James Grant as parish minister of Nairn. 
The same paper contains a long letter on the 
ccntroversy between Highland and Lowland 
distillers. It is stated that the object of the 
Lowland distillers was to secure "that no two 
districts shall have free intercourse in spirits 
in which their manufacture ia not placed! under 
exactly the same regulations," and that this 
change was required to meet convpetition, not 
from the Highlands, but from Ireland. The 
Irish distiller, n seSms. had advantages which 
enabled him to und<er8ell the manufacturer both 
in the Irish and Scotch markets. As regards 
the Highlands, the writer says — 'The 
permission to manufacture spirits for their own 
oonsumption in smaller stills and at lower duty 
than in the Lowlands, was granted, and was, I 
believe, at the time received as a boon by the 
Highland districts ; but the effects of the law 
were not found to be such as had been an- 
ticipated, andi its provisions were wholly super- 
seded by the 64 Geo. m. c 172, which neither 
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permits distillatioii at lower duties nor grants 
to the Highland anv privilege not enjoyed by 
the Lowkuid distillers, except the use of 
smaller stills." Hie points at issue in the oon- 
troyersy are rather confused, and only a special- 
ist on the subject oould at this dostance of time 
unravel them. Highland gentlemen, however, 
seem to have been greatly impressed with tiie 
evils of smuggling, which, according to the 
writer of the above letter, had already gone 
far to effect the degradation of a noble people. 
Illicit distillation was connived at by fanners in 
remote districts, who had no market for their 
barley except among smugglers. The remedy 
proposed bv the County Authorities was the 
further multiplicaition of small stills and the 
reduotion of duties on the manufacture. Low- 
land distillers argued tikat the interests of the 
two districts would not clash if they oould find 
a common basis for a free market. 

July 22.— The "Edinburgh Correspondent" of this 
dbte contains the following communication, 
addressed by the Duke of Otranto to Lord 
Castlereagh : — ^**I have the honour to acquaint 
your lordship that Napoleon Bonaparte, not 
being able to escape from the EngUsn cruisers, 
or from the ffuards kcfpt upon the coasts, has 
taken the resolution of going on board the Eng- 
lish ship Bellerophon, Captain Maitland." This 
resolution was carried out, and in due coursie 
Napoleon was exiled to St Helena. 

August 4. — ^The "Inverness JoumaK' of this date 
(nrom which we resume quotations) contains an 
account of the arrival of the Bdlerophon at 
Plymouth on 26tth July with Bonaparte on 
board. An officer on board the Superb, in a 
letter of the 18th July, from Basque roads, 
writes : — 'Th^ disturber of tbe world is ours ; 
I have been some hours in his company, and 
have had conversation with him : knowing his 
character as an individual, his fame as a 
General, and his conduct as an Emperor, the 
mind is lost in astonishment in seeing these in 
the person of a stout, inanimate, and plain- 
looking man, without a feature or expression of 
countenance indicative of anything that can 
make an impression on the mind. His delivery 
is quick, and his ideas flow most rapidly; he 
converses on all subjects." 

Ibid. — ^The dauf^hter and heiress of the late Lord 
Seaforth., Ladv Hood; called by a correspondKtot 
Lady Hood Ifockenzie, arrived at Stomoway on 
the 17th Jul]^, on a visit to the Lews. She met 
with a oorcual reception. "The building of a 
public quay, so much wanted in this place, had 
Dem commenoed by the publio spirit of the 
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merchantfl, ahipowners, and other inhabltaknte, 
and to this useful undertakuf lad j Mackenzie 
contributed witii a liberality ur exoeeding their 
moet nnguine antidpationB. She also gave 
liberal donations to the jpoor of the four exten- 
mye parishes of which the estate consists, over 
and above the annual sum allotted by the Sea- 
forth family for their support." The improve- 
ment on the harbour of otomoway mentioned 
in this letter is spoken of as an object of great 
and g<Bperal importanoeL 

Ibid.— The gentlemen of Nairnshire, in com- 
memoration of Waterloo and other British 
victories, resolved to institute a Society to be 
called "The Nairnshire Patriotic Club." 

Ibid. — On Tuesday, 11th Julv, the foundation- 
stone of Qray*s Hospital, Elgin, was laid with 
ICtoonio honours. It is stated that Dr Alex- 
ander Qray, a native of Elgin, having received 
the elements of his education there, and studied 
medicine under Dr Thomaa Stephen, left that 
place and settled as a practitioner in India. 
There he acquired an ample fortune, and 
cheriahing a warm attachment to the place of 
his nativity, where he had' also spent the dSjys 
of his youth, he left by his will £20,000 for 
building and endowing an hospital at Elgin. 
Hie ardiitect of the bmlding waa Mr Qillespie, 
Edinburgh. 

Ibid. — "The Convention of Royal Burghs have 
voted £600 to be applied for making a canal 
at Dingwall, and improving the pier aiid 
harbour of the ancient burgh. These improve- 
ments are to be conducted' by the inhabitants, 
aided by the Parliamentary Commissioners for 
Highland Roads and Bridges, and the voluntary 
contributions of the gent^ in the neighbouring 
country." 

August 11. — ^The Highland Society of Scotland 
advertises a series of resolutions adopted at a 
meeting on 3rd July, expressing its admiration 
and gratitude for "the late moet glorious 
achievements in Flanders." The Duke of Wel- 
lington and Prince Blucher were elected honor- 
ary members of the Society. Special gratifica- 
tion was expressed at the valour of the 
"National Coips," including the Highland regi- 
ments, and tn« Secretary wa« instructed to 
convey the grateful' thanks of the Society, 
subscribed by ita President, the Duke of 
Buccleuch, to the commanding officer of each 
of these regiments, with a request to communi- 
cate the same to their respective corps. The 
members of the Society were recommended to 
contribute to the subscriptions set on foot for 
the relief of the wounded and of widows and 
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children. The following resolution appean 
among the others: — ^"That while the Society 
deeply lamenta the loss of many of their gallant 
countrymen who have fallen on this memorable 
occasion, it feels itself particularly called upon 
to offer to Ewen Camercm, Esq. of Fassiefem, 
its warmest sympathy for the affliction which he 
must feel in the loss of his eldest son, their 
late member, Colonel John Cameron, of the 
92nd Regiment, so honourably distinguished 
on the present and former oocasions, and whose 
meritorious services haa already attracted the 
attention of the Society ; nor can the Society 
pass over in silence the name of Lieut. -Colonel 
Miller, of the 1st Regiment of Guards, also one 
of its members, whose loss as an officer of the 
highest promise is deeply regretted." 

Ibid. — ^The following is a specimen of advertise- 
ments which were issued by the proprietors from 
time to time : — ''The Hon. Mrs Hay Mackenzie, 
being desirous to give the game a jubilee on her 
estates in Coigach, Stratbpeffer, and New 
Tarbet, in the Cbunty of C^nuirty, requests 
no gemtieman will ask leave to shoot there this 
season." 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Farmer Society continues to 
hold its meetings and competitions for crop and 
stock. 

August 18. — ^Premiums offered for stock and crop 
bv the Isle of Skye Farming CLub. It is stated 
tnati this Chib was formed in January 1812, 
under the patronage of Lord Maodonald and 
Madeod of Macleod, to encourage the improve- 
ment of black cattle, sheep, and draught 
horses. 

Ibid.— A mieeting of the County of Nairn was held 
to raise subecriptions Itx the relief fsi the 
wounded and of the families of the IdUed at 
the battle of Waterloo. Nearly £60 was sub- 
scribed. Colonel Rose of Kilravock was ap- 
pointed Ireosurer of the fund. 

August 25. — ^An aptpeaJ was made for funds for 
the improvement of the Northern Infirmary. 
The amount required was £850. 

Ibid. — The Commissioners and lYustees for 
Fisheries, Manufactures, and Improvements in 
Soothind awarded a number of premiums for 
promoting fisheries. These premiums were "for 
the cod, ling, and tusk fishing," and "for sun 
fish caught and oil extracted from them." In 
connection with the cod fishing, James Rttdiey, 
of Fraserburgh, as the outfitter of the Ariel of 
Lochniver (probably Lochinver) was awarded 
£60, and other awards ranged from £45 to 
£10. Under the second heading ("sun firii 
caught," &c.), Donald Campbell, master of the 
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boat Mary of Bam, was awwded £14, and a 
nmnber of other premiums went to the aame 
isUnd, YMpng fnnn £9 to £2 lOs. There were 
no competitors for ppemiomt on dog fiah. 

Ibid. — ^"IHed, at the Manse of Kiltearn, on the 
28tfi ult, deeply lamented bv his famjly and a 
numerous cirde of reapectable friends, toe Rev. 
Hairy Robertson, D.D., in the 67th year of 
his age, and 44th of his ministry." — "I>ied, at 
Ness Cottage, on ihe 17th inst., Mrs Mackin- 
tosh, widow of the late Provost William Mack- 
intosh d this place." 

September 1.-— On the preyions Wednesday, Mr 
Joseph Lancaster, the founder of the system of 
eJucsiioQ which bore his name, lectured in 
Inremess. He siterwardk addressed several 
other meetings. 

Ibid. — ^A notice of the csreer and character of 
the lAte Sir Samnel Hood taken from the "Bom- 
bay Courier." 

September 8. — ^At a Court of CommissionerB of 
Supply held at Tain a farmer was fined £20 
for shooting without a lioenou 

Ibid. — On the 30th ult., the Xorthem Missionary 
Society held a meeting at Tain, and a sum of 
£101 was collected. 

September 22. — At the Circuit Court several per- 
sons from the Parijsfti of Kincardine, in Roes- 
shire, were tried on a charge of disinterring a 
dead bodv buried in a chapel and throwing it 
into a hole on the seashore, and for other not- 
ous prooeedxDgs in connection with the case. 
Hie people evidently believed that the death was 
one of suicide. There were certain flaws in the 
evidence, which resulted in the acquittal of 
the prisoners. At the same Court a Catholic 
priest from Fort^Augustus was tried under an 
old statute for having celebrated a merriage, 
the charge being tihat such a celebration on the 
part <^ a Catholic priest was irregular, and 
exposed him to penalties. The trial was long, 
and led to animated discussion between the Ad- 
vocate-Depute, the Judges, and the Counseli for 
the defence, "bSr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus. 
The jury returned a verdict of not proven. 
There was much complaint on account of 
the oonfusion caused by the limited accommodar 
tion in the Court-house. 

September 29.— *'Drowned, on 22nd May 1814, 
at the mouth of the River Columbia, in the 
Northern Pacific Ocean, Donald Mactavish, 
Esq., a native of Stnutherrick, and one of the 
partners of the North-West Company of 
OEmada." Mr Mactavish bad spent twenty- 
four years in Upper Canada, and had been very 
successful in promoting the business of thfe 
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Gompany and aecuring the good-will of the 
Indian tribes and tbeir chiefs. "His enterpris- 
ing genius led him to project and' attempt an 
erpedition across the (Continent of North 
America for the purpose of establishing a con- 
nection with China ; and after having escaped 
innnmerable perils, he and six of his companions 
were nnfortnnately lost near Cape Disappoint- 
ment." 

October 6.--The first tnrf of the Dingwall Canal 
was cut on the 16th of September. 

Ibid — ^The Common Qood of the Burgh of In- 
▼emeas, exposed to public auction, realised the 
following sums: — ^Petty Customs and pontage 
of the Old BridigQ, £2&5; pontage of the New 
Bridge, £34; Anchorage and Shore Dues, 
£360 ; Hand-bell and grass of the Chapel-yard, 
£57 ; small weights, £5 ; total, £711. 

October 13.— "The Society of True Highlanders*' 
met at Inyerlochy on the 5th inst. Glengarry 
was re-elected President, and Mr Ewen ICac- 
lachlan, librarian at Aberdeen, was appointed 
Qaelio secretary. Marshal Maodonald, Duke 
of Tarentum, was elected an honorary mem- 
ber. 

October 20. — ^Report of rejoicings at Altyre and 
Oordonstoun on the marriage of Sir William 
Gordon-Cumming to Miss Campbell, daughter 
of the late Colonel CBunpbell of Shawfield. 

Noyember 3 — ^A correspondent of the "Joumar 
suggests that a race course should be formed at 
Dunean Croy in connection with the Northern 
Meeting. 

Noyembo* 10. — ^News of the tleath of Joachim 
Murat, ex-King of Naples, who made a descent 
on the Coast of Calabria, and was captured, 
tried by Court^Martial, and rfiot. Murat was 
reckoned the best cayalry officer in Europe. The 
lines of Byron may be recalled— 

"While the broken line enlarging 

Fell or fled alonff the plain. 
There be sure was Murat charging, 
Ihere he ne'er shall charge again." 

Ibid. — Died, at Blargymore, Badenoch, on the 
19th September, Ensign John Macpherson, late 
of the 78th Regiment, a^ed 88 years. He 
fought under General WoHe at the taking of 
Quebec in 1759. 

Ibid.— Report of the Nairnshire meeting in Lon- 
don, iwd of the moyement to erect a monument 
to Mr John Straith. Liberal subscriptions were 
announced. 

Noyember 24.— The Crown presented the Rey. 
Thoma« Miunro to the Church and Parish of 
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Kilteam, vatcant by tfie deatli of the late Dr 
Robeortaon. 

December 8. — A grand supper and ball ^ven at 
Fort-William on 29th JNovember. "Many of 
the heroes of Waterloo were present, amongst 
whom we observed witii pleasure the gallant 
Colonel Alexander Cameron, of the 95th Regi- 
ment» whose wounds were sufficiently recovered 
to allow him to ajppear as the chief support of 
the meeting, although he waa unable to join in 
the maay rounds of the dance. The thanks of 
all were due to the venerable Captain Patrick 
Campbell, of ishe Adnd, who, resuming the days 
of his youth, conducted, as presiding manager, 
the arrangemenUi for the evening." 

December 15. — ^"In our obituary of the 1st inst., 
we intimated the death of Mrs Elisabeth Rose 
of Kilravock, a kdv one of whose least claims 
to respect was her being the lineal representa- 
tive of a family distinguished for several cen- 
turies in this part of the country. Hie powers 
of her mind and the virtues of her heart ac- 

auired for her a higher degree of veneration 
ban the longest line of ancestry could' inspire. 
Her JunderstiBioding, (naturally powerful, was 
highly cultivated, and she aided uid improved a 
memory originally tenacious by a constant habit 
of committing to writing the substance of her 
various and extensive reading. With a mind 
ao richly stored, and a raire felicity of expres- 
sion, she excelled in conversation — ^never, how- 
ever, displajring to the prejudice of another 
that superiority she was well known to possess. 
To the poor she was ever kind and bountiful, 
and in her domestic circle affectionate 
and indulgent to the utmost that a 
clear sense of duty permitted." This 
kdy entertained Bums «t Kilravock in 
17^, and! corresponded with him. Mr 
Bain, in his History of Naimsiure, says of her : 
"Amidst all the business and social oares of her 
life, she never lost her early love of literature. 
Hie names of the books she readis are carefully 
noted in her diary each day, and the periodical 
airival of the box of books from Isaac Forsyth, 
the Elgin bookseller, or a parcel of the latest 
Kterature from Edinburgh, gives her infinite 
pleasure." Mrs Rose died at the age of 68. 
[bid. — ^"Died, at his house in Knoydart, on Mon- 
day the 27th of November last, Mr Ranald 
MacdoneU, Skamadale, Ensign <m the retired 
list of Captain Rose's Independent Company of 
Veterans, in the ninety-first year of his age, 
respected and admired as a genuine Highlander 
of the old school, and quite unmatched in the 
general circle of his aoquaintsnoe. He foHowed 
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the fortunes of Prince Gbwles Stuart from 
Prestonpans to Culloden, and aenred wiUi dia- 
tinguiahed zeal in both these actions, for which 
he afterwards aufiered baniahment to India for 
seven years, dbring which period he served in 
the Hussars. When returning to England , the 
vessel in which he sailed happoied to 1^ boarded 
by a French man-of-war, Wore Ranald was 
aiware of what was paaaing on deck and had 
furnished himself with a cutlass ; but he, darting 
like an eagle among the viotors, actually re- 
took the British ship, killing, single-handed, 
all the oAtonished IVenchmen who attempted to 
withstand hia athletic rage, and driving the 
rest over the vessel broads^ into the sea. His 
retentive memory and mental faculties were 
spared him till within a few days of his k«t ; 
aod till above ninety he had the use of his 
powerful limbs. His father, his brother, and 
his nephew, as well as himself, eJl served the 
Prince at the same time, and were personally 
known to H.R.H. ; the father had, however, 
dirawn his first swoxd with his Chief, Glen- 
garry, under Viscount Dundee, in the batUe of 
KiUiecranlde, who had the Royal Standard 
entrusted to his care, and commanded the whole 
of the Clan Donnuill, drawn up aa of old on the 
right of the army, which was composed almost 
entirely of the Highland Clans. The mortal 
remains of tlus veteran were deposited with the 
dust of his fathers in Killechoan on Friday the 
1st of December, leaving a wife, three daugh- 
ters, many grandchildr^, and several f^reat- 
grandchildren to bewail his dJbath ; exclusive of 
sons who had fallen in the service of their 
country, two of whom had followed the young 
Macdonell, in the year 1792, into tlfe Ist 
Fencible Regiment, thence into the Glengarry 
(or Ist British) Fencibles, and from that into 
tha line.'' This was surelv the same veteran 
whose marriage was recorded in the previous 
May aDthough he was then called Ronald, and 
he waa said to be in his 95th year. 
December 22. — ^This number records the death of 
the Hod. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, proprie- 
tor of the Lovat Estates, and last surviving son 
of Simon of the '46. Bom in August 1736, he 
had completed his 79th jear. The obituary 
notice in the "Journal" is as follows: — "On 
Friday the 8th inst. , the HonomraUe Archibald 
Fraser of Lovat, Colonel Commandant of the 
First Regiment of Invemesa-shire Local 
Militia, sometime British Consul at Algiers, 
and afterwards member of Parliament for the 
County of Inverness, died at his seat of Beau- 
fort Oastle, in the Aird, near Inverness, in 

18 



to Inverness Courier Index, [1S15 



the SOtli year of his a^e. He waa married to 
Jane, only sister of Sir William Fraser, 
Baronet, late of Roy Lodge, in the County of 
Essex, by whom he had fiye sons, all of wnom 
predeceased himself. His eldest son, who pos- 
sessed distinffuished abilitaoB, sat in the first 
Imperial Parliament of the United Kingdom. 
He was Colonel of the Eraser Fencibles for a 
series of yean, and went <m seryice with them 
to Ireland, where he fell into a consumption 
from fatigue, and died at Lisbon, whither he 
had gone for the benefit of his health, in the 
month of April 1803. The disconsolate widow 
and mother still suryiyes to lament the loss of 
all her family." Under a deed of entail the 
Striohen family succeeded to the estates, and 
worthily sustain the ancient honours of the 
House. The eldest son of the Hon. Archibald 
Fraser left an illegitimate son, Archibald 
Thomas Frederick, who under a disposition 
made by his grandfather in 1812 acqufred the 
lands of Abertarff. He died in 1884, and the 
lands reyerted to the head of the house. 
During the latter part of the year collections 
were maide in many parishes in the Highlands 
for the benefit of wounded soldiers, and of the 
widows and orphans of the slain. By these col- 
lections considerable sums were realised. 



Mr James Suter. in his Memorabilia under date 
1815, has the following paragraphs: — "Th<Mii- 
bush Pier built, and old harbour in part rebuilt 
and deepened. Expense about £3300, raised by 
tihe Town Council on loan, to be paid by new shore 
dues. 'Hie Thombush'Pier is accessible to y easels 
of 300 tons." [From panjzraphs in the "Courier" 
of 1818 we infer that the TWubush Pier was only 
begun in 1815, and not completed for a year or 
two afterwards.] 

"A Society of Solicitors formed (1815). The 
members of this Society had* been preyiously called 
Writers. In 1782 there were onfy three Writers 
in the town, and now [1822, when the notes were 
written] there are aboye twenty." 
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No. X. 

With the year 1816 a new era opens. The 
long peace had begun, and with it questions 
of domestic interest revived. In the High- 
lands the laws relating to distilleries assumed 
great importance. In the previous year the 
subject had been mooted, but it now became 
pressing. There was a moral and a financial 
question at stake. The people were greatly 
addicted to smuggling and averse to habits 
of steaay industry ; while the market for barley 
was so restricted that farmers connived at 
the practice of illicit distillation for the sake 
of selling thdr grain. As a remedy for both evils, 
the local authorities petitioned Parliament 
to legalise the erection of small distilleries, 
and to secure a free market in the Lowlands 
for the sale of Highland whisky. A consider- 
able agitation arose on this subject, of which 
some particulars are given below. 

In June 1816 came the announcement that 
Gk)vemment and Parliament had sanctioned 
the erection of small stills in the Highlands, 
and county meetings were held to express 
satisfaction with the new law, and to take 
steps for supervisinff licences and putting 
down smuggling. Previous to this date 
licences had apparently been granted in a 
free and easy nehion, and there were many 
unlicensed houses. As the year advanced 
distress in the Kingdom became greater owing 
to the want of employment, and to the opera- 
tion of the Com Iaws in keeping up the price 
of grain. In Inverness poverty seems tor a 
time to have been relatively less than in other 

5 laces, but its presence made itself felt, 
'owaraa the end of the year riots occurred 
in London. 

The year is memorable for the earthquake 
which twisted the Inverness town spire. The 
shock was acute and created great consterna- 
tion. It was felt over a wide area, extending 
from Caithness to the centre of Scotland. 

From the '^Invemeea Journal.*' 
1816. 

January 6.— Hie New-Tear opens with the follow- 
ing paragraph: — ^"We are nappy in the oppor- 
tunity, at the aame time that we offer our 
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readen the oomplinmits ol the season, of 
oongntuktmg them on the prospect of a general 
and lasting peace, with which the New- Year has 
been ushered in. Its immediate consequences 
bear hsrd on the husbandman, but we could 
scarcely regret effects resultimg from a redund- 
ancy of the most necessary articles of life, 
were that redundancy less of an artificial nature 
than it is. As, however, the immense im- 
portations of foreiign grain, which were made 
on the passinff of the (>>m Bill, wear away (the 
magnitude of which, with unusually prolific 
seascms, has lowered its rate to « degree quite 
beyond the other articles of consumption, and 
inconsistenti with the interests of any class of 
society, for it is from unnaturally low prices 
that famine may again be apprehended), it 
may be expected that the produce of the coun- 
try will again find its level, and being met by 
tfate falling wages and prices of a period of 
peace, that the farmer may again contemplate 
hia prospects with comfort. The same number 
sums up the institutions whidi had been started 
in the town and district during the past few 
months. These were the Atheneum, a Savings 
Bank, an establishment for the suppression of 
begging, a Horticultural Society; a Highland 
Sodety, and "a Society of True ED^hlanders." 

Ibid.— "Died, last month, at Blaich, near Fort- 
William, Sergeant Alexander Fraser, late of 
the 21st Regiment, in the 99th year of \m aee. 
He is supposed to have been tJie lost survivor 
of those who fought under his young CSiief, in 
the cause of the unfortunate house of Stuart in 
1746." 

January 12. — ^The collections in the High Church, 
the Qaelic Church, and the CSiapd of Ease 
(East CSiurch) for the Northern Infirmary, 
amounted to £127 7s 6d. The quartern loaf 
of fine flour, which previously sold at lid, had 
been reduced to lOd, and there was a prospect 
that it would fall to 9id. A proportionate re- 
dnctioni to(^ place in inferior bread. 

Ibid.— 'Ijord ^edtoun, Colonels Maodonefl and 
liackinnon, and Ifr Hamilton, in the name ol 
the Scottish Highlanders, presented Louis 
XVni. on the 29tii ult. with a copy of Ossiao 
in the Gaelic language." 

January 19. — ^A fuU account of the above presenta- 
tion, which was of quite a ceremonious chanuc^ 
ter, appears in this issue. Hie Poems were 
presented from the Highland Society of Lon- 
don, and the deputation was introduced by the 
Britidb Ambassador. Mr James Hamilton, the 
secretary of the Society, cuppeared in full High- 
land garb. The deputation hod been also in- 
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stracted to present a copy to Manhid Maodon- 
ald, Dake of Tarentum, Mit aa he waa abeent on 
ao importaiit miasion, it was, at the Moffshars 
reqMt, deliTered to hm daughter, the Duchess 
of Massa, "who gav« a graaa rout on the occa- 
sion to all the bwuity and fashion of Paris.'* 

Ibid. — ^There is a long article on the subject ol 
smuggling and distiiiileries. Smuggling had 
increased in consequence of depression in farm- 
ing, and the increased difficulty of finding a mar- 
ket for the saie of barley. "It is a fact weU known 
that smuffgled spirits at present are cheaper, 
more easily obtained, andl c<msumed in sreater 
quantities than for many years past l^ere is 
no duty paid for almost any part of the spirits 
of home manufacture consumed in the Highlands 
of Scotland, and we need not add that the 
quaatit;; is rery considerable and the consequent 
diminution of reyenue yery great. Indeed, it 
is yeiy generally belieyed Uiat the Excise duties 
leyied in the Hiriilands, indudiog the penalties 
recoyered from delinquents, are scarcely suffici- 
ent to defray tiie expense of securing and collect- 
ing them." Justices of the Peace, sensible of 
the hardships of the country, wore disposed to 
inflict slight fines. It anpears that the market 
in the Lowlands had lately been opened to the 
legitimate Highland distiller, but this was sub- 
ject to the condition of using a still of a large 
capacity, and yery few could be found to em- 
bark in the business. The remedy proposed was 
to sanction 30 or 40 gallon stilliBi m the High- 
lands, giying them a free market and fair and 
moderate duties. "I'ne subject is, in our 
opinion, of yital importance to all classes of 
the community in this part of the Highlands." 

January 26. — ^The Oounty of "Btattt petitioned Par- 
Uament for the re-establishment of small dietil- 
leriee. and for the equalisation* of duties on 
spirita— Scotland being then subject to a duty 
of 3d per gaJlon more than England and Ireland. 

February 2. — This issue contains a Ion? list of 
premiums giyen by the Highland Society for 
agricultural improyements, essays, and in- 
yentions. 

February 9.^A subscription library was estab- 
lisbed* at Nairn, Mr James A. Grant of View- 
field, presi^nt. 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 25th ult., at his seat of 
Rayenhead, near liyerpool, Colonel Fraser of 
Culdiithel, a gentleman whose beneyolent and 
friendly disposirtion, and whoae upright and 
independent mind, make him equally a loss to 
his prsyate friends and to thia county." 

February 16.-— On Wednesday tho 7th inst., the 
Inyemess-shire Militia marched from Forres, 
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where they were qmrtered for a time. "The 
Inyerneu-ehire ne^er were in quarten tbej liknl 
better.*' On their leAving, a great crowd ac- 
oompanied them to the Bridge of Findbcnii, at 
which the regiment faced round and gave three 
cheers, "in token of their esteem and attach- 
ment for the kind friends they had left, and 
their good wishes for the success and prosperity 
of the town sad its vicinity.'* 

Ibid. — A decision of the Barons of the Exchequer 
again prohibited the soutJhem market to High- 
land distilled whisky. The Inverness Farmer 
Society resolved to address Perliament on the 
subject. An Easter Ross farmer, wriiting in 
this issue, savB — ^"Many of our brethren have 
been mined by the great d^epression of price 
for agricultural produce, and almost all of us 
are struggling with difficulties to save our 
credit." 

Uarch 8.^G. Macpherson-Orant, Esq. of Ballin- 
dalloch and Invereshie, was on the 6th curt, 
unanimously elected member of Parliament tor 
the County of Sutherland. 

March 15. — ^The resolutions are publidied of a 
county meeting in Sutherland called to consider 
the DijtiliervXawB. Mr Macpherson-Grant, 
M.P., presided. The meetiing complained of 
the excessive malt tax and other disadvantages. 
"That the provision in the Act 54 of the Kkig, 
allowing the use of Stills, of a capacity not 
under 600 gallons, was by no means suited for 
the ffighland District, which, though subse- 
quently reduced by an order of the Treasury to 
^ gallons, has, in such modification, and in 
the permission of exportation out of the High- 
hind District, been entirely defeated by a recent 
judgment of the Court of Exdiequer in Scotland, 
which has rendered nugatory the benefit in- 
tended by this Act." The meeting asked for a 
reduction of the malt duty by one^alf ; for the 
equalisation ol duties between the Highland 
end Lowland districts; and for permission to 
work in the Highlands with stills of the capacity 
of 60 or 60gaflon8. 

March 22. — ^Tnia issue gives the resolutions of a 
meeting of the County of Inverness on the sub- 
ject of Uie DistiHery Laws. Mr William Fraser- 
Tytler, Sheriff- Depute and Convener, was in 
the chair, and the resolutions were substantially 
the same as those adopted by the County olf 
Sutherland, though differing somewhat in de- 
tail. A preamble to the substantive part of 
the resolutions declared tha4; the changes asked 
for by the meeting were required "for the restor- 
ation of the moral character of the people, for 
the promotion of the agriculture of tne county. 
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and for the improYement and protection of the 
reyenue.** Meetings were Iheld in other coun- 
ties and b^ Farmer Societies, making nrsent 
representations of the same character as tnose 
from Sutherland and Inverness. 

Ibid.-— At a ploughivg match at Spynie, in Moray- 
shire, "a considerable nmnber of jron plougns 
appeared, and it was renuurloRi that their work 
was done in the neatest manner." 

Ibid. — "There is now liying in the parish of 
Bafford, near Forres, an old man nazned James 
Watson, now aged 99 years, and his wife, C. 
Gumming, also aliye in her 95th year. They 
haye liyed together for the space of 66 years 
as man and wife. Watson fought at the memor- 
able battle of Culloden." 

March 29. — A distiller in the neighbourhood of 
Inyemess was ruined by the decision of the 
Barons of the Exchequer nrohibiting the ex- 
portation of spirits to the Lowlands. 

Apiil 5. — "During the last month 15 foxes, 5 
wild cats, and 2 badgers were killed in the 
woods of Brahan by John Walker, gamekeeper 
to Lady Hood Mackenzie. All Uiese animals 
were killed within a mile of the gamekeeper's 
lodge." 

Ibiid.— Died, at Cantray, on 28th March, Sir David 
Davidson of Cantray, Knight. 

April 12. — ^"The foUowing is, we think, a curi- 
ous and important fact. In 1812 an alarm being 
spread that a eang of coiners snd thieves were 
on their way from Aberdeen to Inverness, the 
Magistrates, by way of precaution, desired all 
the publicans to be brought before them, 
licensed and unlicensed, and 128 were collected. 
As all those of the latter dscnption were liable 
to prosecutioin, it may be supposed that many 
of them, from being overlooked, and from the 
favour of the officers, dick not appear." These 
extra places, the writer thinks, may be "moder- 
ately rated" at 32, making 160 in aU— "a num- 
ber which, considering the population of 
Inverness, must have a very pernicious e£Fect 
on the morals of the people, particularly as 
the unlicensed (forming a very great proportion) 
are subject to no che(£ whatever." 

April 26. — ^This number contains the report of the 
trial of Mr Sellar in connection with the evic- 
tions in Strathnaver. The jury returned a 
verdict of not guilty, and the report bears that 
"the highest (£aracter was established on the 
part of Mr SeUar for moderation, humanity, 
and kindness of disposition from his earliest diays 
upwards." 

Ibid.— "Died, at Nairn, on the 20th inst, in the 
88th year of her age. Miss Alexandrina Rose 
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of Kxlmvock, the last suryiving daughter of 
Hugh Rose, Esq. of Kilravock, ereat-grand- 
father of the present Hugh Rose, Esq. of Kil- 
ravock; a lady most justly and uniyenally 
esteemed and regretted by all who had tlie 
pleasure of her acquaintaoioe." 

Ibid. — Died, at Brora, on the 3rd, on his way 
home from Aberdeen, Hugh Mackay, eldest son 
of the late Captain John Mackay* of Skerray. 
He was in his third session at the Uniyersity 
of Aberdeen, and a student of exceptional pro- 
mise. 

Mioy 3. — ^The annual meeting of Commissioners of 
Supply was held, Sheriff Fraser-Tytler, Con- 
yener, in the chair. A communication was read 
from Mr Charles Grant, member for the County, 
on the subject of the Distillery Laws as affect- 
ing the Highlands, "from which there is the 
strongest grounds for belieying that the exer- 
tions whi(£ haye beea made by the Highland 
Counties, for procuring a fair and del^)erate 
inyestigation of their ca«e are likely to be 
attends! with the mosb beneficial results." The 
thanks of the meeting were oonyeyed to the 
hon. member, on the motion of Mr Qrant of 
Corrimony, seconded by Rainnore. 

Ibid. — "Died, lately, at GJtenciuyie, poriah of Kin- 
cardine, Ross-riiire, Alexander Campbell, alias 
Iverach, at the adyanced age of 117 years. He 
was bom in 1698, carried arms in 1716 under 
William» Lord Ross, and till his death showed 
the characteristic hardihood of a Highlander to 
an uncommon degree. In the seyerest weather 
he went with his neck and breast bare, and to 
the last walked perfectly erect; his dress the 
short coat, kilt, and plaid, and his staff gener- 
ally across hia breast. Till the uncommon 
storm of snow of last winter fell, he couLl 
walk down to Gledfield and the Manse ip a day, 
the distance being about 11 miles. He entered 
as a scholar last year in one of the Gin^ic 
Society Schools in this parish, actually learn- 
ing the alphabet, and began spelling, wiben his 
further progresa was arreted by the failure of 
his sight. He waited last haryest on the Risht 
Hon. Lord Ashbuiton at Rooehall, Vhen nis 
lordship, with his wonted beneyolence, gaye 
hon a shilling for eyery year of his life, and 
a further sum to buy a little of his fayourite 
iisquebagh, to keep his old age comfortable, in 
all upwards of six guineas. His lordship's 
donation outliyed lycnu^'s days, and helped to 
put tihe hoary yeteran decently under the turf." 

May 10. — At a meeting of the Commissioners of 
Supply of the Gountj of Ross, it was resolyed 
to present a piece of plate, of not less than a 
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hundred goineaa value, to DonaUl Medeod, 

Ea^. of Qeanies, **m a mark of tbe high Bease 

which they entertain of the seryices rendered 

b^ him, in the able, impartial, and Bucceeaful 

discharge of the duties ox Convener during the 

long period of fortv years." Mr ICacleod hav- ' 

ing resigned, Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Applecroas, 

was elected Convener. 
Mav 31. — lliere are dwo public ceremonies at 

Nairn reported in this issue. On 15th April 

the founaiation-stone was laid of a monumental 

pillar to the memory of Mr John Straith, late 

schoolmaster. The monument was raised at the 

expense of the Nairnshire meeting in London. 

Mr Isaac Ketchen being secretary and treasurer. 

The foundation-stone was laid *'in presence of 

all the resident scholars in the town and parish 

of Nairn; Robert Faloonar, Esq., Sheriff-Sub- 
stitute of the Oountv ; Robert Dempster, Wil- 
liam Robertson, ana John Ore, Esouires, pre- 
sent Magistrates of the Burgh of Nairn, and 

the other heritors and chief residenters of the 

parish. ' Mr Thomas Dick Lauder designed 

the pilkr, and Mr John M. Watt, junior, 

Nairn, was architect On the 28th of Ma^ 

there wss another procession held by the resi- 
dent scholars as a commemoration. Mr Isaac 

Ketchen spoke, and there was a public dinner, 

at wtuch Mr Thomas Dick Lauder was one of 

the speakers. 
June 14. — ^"In our paper of this date the Parlia- 
mentary debate which has taken place on our 

Distilleiy Laws will be found, and it will be 

seen that the two grand objects of our petitions 

have been granted, namely, a free market for 

our spirita and jiermiasion to erect small stills, 

even to forty gallons; the duty is also re- 
duced 26 per cent., the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer stating that it could not be made 

lower without a corresponding deduction in the 

English duties. 1^ superintendence of these 

■mul stills will, of course, be considerably more 

expensive to Government than the large ones. 

We have now a free market, with permission 

to use stilts as much proportioned to small 

oafAtal as could be expected; we cannot there- 
fore oompbdn of want of meane to consume our 

barley, or being compelled to drink a bad spirit 

from a large still; and we do hope thait the 

promiaes wfiich accompanied our petitions, and 

under whidi the oonoessions of Qovemment have 

been granted, wiQ be fulfflled andl the object of 

these oonoessions made effectual." Under the 

IhU passed at this tune the duty on spirits was 

reduced from 8s 4d to 6s 4d per gallon. It 

stands at present at lis per gallon. 

14 
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IbkL — "Married, at Ardersier, on Saturday, the 
Ist curt., John IfacttndreTir, Esq., solicitor in 
Invernesu, to OEitherine, daughter of James Mac- 
pherson, Esq. of Ardersier.*' "Married, at 
Inverness, on Monday, the 10th inst, P. A. 
Fraser, Esq. of Oulduthel. to Jane Anne 
Catherine, only daughter of E. S. Fraoer, Esq. 
of ReiKg." 

June 28. — A correspcmdent at Thurso writes: — 
"AltBioufl^h GoTemment does not at present hold 
out any encouragement, yei emigration to 
America still continues to depopulate the High- 
lands. In the course of last summer 137 males 
and 79 females, in a.H 216 persons of all ages, 
were shipped at this port, partly for Ix)rd 
Selkirk's property on the banks of the Red 
River ; and on the 12tli of this month the brig 
Vine, of Peterhead, sailed hence to Picton with 
a cargo of the same dencription, to the number 
of 82 passengers of both sexes, being all that 
the vessel's tonnage could adtnit by law. These 
la«t were engaged by a Mr Logan, a mttler in 
Canada. We are inform<Ml. too, that another 
ship is expected here for the same object.*' 
While the Vine was at Thurso, its master. 
Captain Davidson, and other two persons, were 
drowned by their boat upsettmg when crossing 
the bar. 

July 5. — On tihe evening of the 1st curt., the 
foundation-stone of one of the piers of the Ding- 
wall Canal was laid by Mr Mackensie of Hilton. 
Provost of the Burgn. The ceremony was fol- 
lowed- by a luncheoos. 

July 12.— An Inverness Tobacco Manufactory 
established some time previously, advertises "a 
considerable quantity of fine and mid twist that 
will bear comparison with any in the kingdom." 

Julv 19. — Report of a meeting of 1>he Hiehland 
Ffodety of Scotland! in Edinburgh. "Walter 
Scott, Esq., in an eloquent addrees, brought 
under the view of the roeetinfir the distinguished 
merits of Mrs Macleod of Macleod, who. since 
she became connected with the Highlands and 
Islands, has assiduously endeavoured to pro- 
mote the industry and comfort of the peasantry 
where her influence extended, by establishing 
schools, building cottages, and such other 
measures as were conducive to their happiness ; 
amd with a view to enabling her to become more 
familiar with their habHs and manners, had 
snooessfully studied their knguage. He con- 
cluded by moving that she should be elected a 
member of the Society, without the form of 
ballot, with wiuch regulation in those instances 
where ladies of such distinguished ramk and 
merit came forward in support of the Institu- 
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tion, the Society was in the habit of dispeiuwig. 
Thia motion hAving been seconded! by Henzy 
Mackenzie, Esq., and eupported by Lord Ban- 
natyne, was unanimously adopted, end Mrs 
Macleod of Madeod was elected a member ac- 
oordinffly." 

Ibid. — Ttu^ report of the Highland Society also 
beara that in 1814 an honorary premium was 
awarded to Mr Mackenzie of Hilton for an im- 
pmvement of wastle land in the Valley of 
StrathpefFer. The Socie^*s highest gold medal 
was now a^mrded to Dr James Wishart, tenant 
of the farm of Waterloo, on the TuHoch estate, 
for improving about 70 acres in the same 
valley. 

Ibid. — The same issne reports the first anniversarv 
meeting of the "Society of T^ue Highlanders,*' 
held at Inverlochy on the 12th of June. Many 
ladies were present, and the gentlemen were 
"almost to a man" in the full uniform of their 
regimentcr or the Highland dress. There wan a 
grand ball, which is described in glowing terms. 
"Colonel Stewart of Garth wore large, round 
Oaimgorm buttons, richly set ; others had the 
gtobular silver buttons of their ancestry, and 
the highly finished pistols, dirks, powder-horns, 
and other paraphernalia gave an air of mag- 
nificence to the whole far more brilliant than 
expectation had sanctioned." The ball was led 
off by Mrs Macdonell of Glengarry and Colonel 
Stewsft. Glengarry himself was the chief 
organiser of this Society. 

July 26. — ^The number gives an extract from a 
book published in Paris, "The Tour of a French- 
man" in Britain in 1810 and 1811. The writer, 
speaking of Scotland, says: — "Even in Scot- 
land civilisation makes sensible progress, but 
there may stillf be 8«n some fine women, very 
well dressed, with white muslin gowns, gloves, 
and even a parasol, holding their shoes and 
their stockings in their hands, and' walking 
bare-footed through the mire. They defend the 
custom as cleanly, for it is absolutely necessary 
to wash the feet ; as healthful, for they are 
sure not to have wet covering for the feet ; and 
no one can deny that it is economical." 

August 2. — ^Died, at Nairn, on the 25th July, 
Major J. G. King, of the Portuguese service. 
He served under the Duke of Wellington during 
the Peninsular War, and was present in every 
action down to Orthes, when ne was severely 
wounded while gallantly leading on his regi- 
ment. From the effcM^ts of these wounds he 
ultimately died at the e^rly ar»e of 26. 

Ibid.— "At 'Aberdeen, on tlie 13th ult., in the 
73rd year of his age. 52nd of his ministry, and 
34th of his Episcopate, the Right Rev. John 
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Skianer, 0eiiior Bishop and Primiu of the 
Epiaoopai Church in Scotland, a man whoae 
eminence and miperior oeefnlneM in his station 
are too deeply engraven on the hearts both of 
tl«e clergy and laity of theit communion ever to 
be obHtmted." 

August 9.— The "Journal" adTertises itself as the 
only newspaper publiAed north of Aberdeen, 
and a« circulating eztensiyelT in the High- 
lands, in other puts of tlie United Kingdom, 
and in the Colonies. Mr Jemes Fraser is men- 
tioned as editor and publisher. 

Ibki — County meetings are adyertised intimating 
the reffulations required for the establishment 
of smaU stills of not less than 40 eallons. These 
stilb had to be sanctioned and ncensed by the 
Magistrates. The Ross-shire County meeting 
odopted a series of resolutions recommending 
the Michaelmas Head Court to divide the ooun^ 
into districts, the Justices in each district to 
meet twice aryear for the purpose of grantinff 
licences, and that afterwazds the members ci 
the meeting will exert themselves to the utmost 
of their power for the suppression of all un- 
licensed tippKng houses.'* One of the resolu- 
tions is as follows : — ^"That the meeting are of 
opinion that the i»«ctioe of bestowing on the 
officers of Excise a proporti<m of the fines levied 
on delinquents, ousht to be disoontinued, and 
some other mode of remunerating their activity 
adopted, because, though no doubt it proves a 
stimulus to those officers to bring as many 
offenders into Court as possible, it gives them 
an interest in the contmuanoe of the illegal 
trade, and forms a strong inducement to their 
using indirect means to prevent its extinction.'* 

Ibid. — "We understand that on Saturday the 
young Chief of the Frasers came, for the first 
time, to make some ffta*y on his jMroperty at 
Beaufort Castle, on which occasion numerous 
bon-fires testified the congratulation of the 
tenantry and of the neighbcNiring gentlemen.*' 

Auffust 16.— On Tuesday, the 13Ui inst, about 
20 minutes to 11 p.m., a violent shock of earth- 
<iuake was felt at Inverness. "Some of the 
inhabitants who had retired to rest were sud- 
denly tossed out of itheir beds, and many were 
toiribly alarmed by the universal shaking of the 
houses, the rattlins of the sUtes, and the tre- 
mendous crash of krge stones which were pre- 
cipitated with violence from many of the 
diimney tops. Happily, however, from the 
lateness of toe hour very few persons were then 
in the streets, and consequently no lives were 
lost'* The concussion hutod aliout 20 seconds, 
and in many houses bells rung for nearly a 
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minute. There vils great oonstemation in the 
town, people rushing half-draned into the 
streets, and some of them making for the coun- 
try. "The atmosphere during tihe evening was 
dear and serene, and the thermometer st^xl at 
54 degs. without vanation. In the morning it 
appeal that the beautiful spire attached to 
tne Jail was, at the distanoe of several feet 
from the top, completely rent and twisted 
seyeral inches round, in a direction from the 
east towards the north-west. As most of the 
stones detoched from the chimney tops appear 
to have been thrown in the same diriBction, it 
seems probable that the motion of the earth- 
quake was from the north-west towards the 
souUi-east, because the motion of the 
undulation towards the south-east being 
communicated to the lower sooner than 
to the higher parts of the buildr 
ings, those parts of the latter whose cohesion 
was not sufficiently strong, would naturally 
be left behind, and projected in a north-west 
direction. This opmion is confirmed by a 
scientific gentleman well acquainted by experi- 
ence with this awful phenomenon, who nap- 
pened to be on the street at the time of the 
concussion. By accounts already received, it 
appears that the same shock was felt at Ding- 
wiul, Forres, and Pitmain ; but that it was more 
violent towards the nortli and! west than to- 
wards the south andl east." The earthquake was 
also felt at Aberdeen, the time being given at 
4 minutes to 11 o'clock, and the duration of 
the shock 6 seconds. 

Ibid. — The Inverness Highland Society had a short 
time before come to a resolution to establish a 
market for sheep and wool, to be helkl annually 
at Inverness on the first Taesday alter tho 
Fort-William market, held in June. The pro- 
posal met with general approbation. The In- 
verness Fanner Society, at a meeting on the 
9th inst., resolved to give it their support. 

Ibid. — ^lliere is a parasraph reporting the examin- 
ation of the Ladies School kept at CromArty 
bj Miss Bond. This is the lady who figures in 
Hugh Miner's "Schools and Schoohnaeters." 

August 23. — ^Hiere are continued reports of the 
extent of the earthquake, one flnving minute 
details from Mr Dick Lauder at Belugas. The 
shock woe felt from Wick to Perth and Mon- 
trose. It seems to have been more violent at 
Inverness than any other part of Scotland. 
"A slight shock wa.s felt here about 16 and 
another about 40 years ago: in 1756 when 
Lisbon w«b destroyed by an earthquake. Loch- 
Ness was thrown into violent agitation, but 
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we do not find that thi« waa apparent in the 
preMDt instance. ' 
Ibid. — ^*'At Uie last InvemeM-shire Fanner Society 
meeting, it waa resolTed with regard to ser- 
vants hired from the town and neighbourhood, 
tliat no higher wages should be given than 6d 
a-day for women, whether working at turnips, 
hay, or any other emplo^ent, except shearing 
in harvest, when the hishest wages should be 
lOd for women and Is 6d for men." '*Our fljrii 
market has of late been universally well sup- 
plied. Salmon seUs from 4<1 to 6d per lb., and 
fine fresih herring at Id per doasen." 
Aufl;u8t 25. — ^"Ihe ports are definitely shut against 
the import of foreign com and flour for the 
ensuing three months. The aggregate prices 
for the last tliree weeks, which regulate the 
importo, were— Wheat, 768 5d ; barley, 30b Id ; 
oats, 23s 3d ; rye, 42s Id ; beans, 34s 7d ; pease, 
34b 8d. We trust that a continuation of the 
present most favourable weather will render us 
altogether independent of importation for 
anooier year." 

Ibid. — For the first time, so far as we have ob- 
served, there are notes of sport in connection 
with the 12th of August. The weather had 
been unfavourablte for shooting, ''but the Mar- 
quis of Huntly's party have had excellent sport, 
having killed during the first week 553 brace 
of muirfowl, 4 brace of ptarmigan, besddes 
snipes, plovers, and hares." The name of the 
moor is not given. Another note states that a 
inrty at Invereaihie would have killed a thousand 
oraoe by Saturday night ; that in one partv of 
three guns, eaoh gentleman killed from 50 to 
77 brace per day. "The writer fears the an-* 
nihilation of the grouse; the storm is said to 
have driven them from the hills, and there 
being therefore no preserve, the slaughter in 
the lower lands is the more fatal." 

September 6. — ^The weather is reported cold, with 
frequent showers of hail, sharp frost at nights, 
and snow on the higher hilk. There was fear 
for the crops. **Since tlie year 1782 there has 
not been a more ungenial season." 

September 20. — ^A festival and series of games 
were held at Invergarry on the 14th in connec- 
tion with the Society of True Highlanders. 
"At sunrise the standkird waved from the old 
castle tower." This was said to have been thb 
first time it wa« hoisted since the flight of 
Prince Charles in 1746. 

September 27. — iTomes Robertson elected Provost 
of Inverness. 

Ibid. — Several persons were tried at the Circuit 
Oonrt for obstructing and assaulting Excise 
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officoni in the discharge of their dtity. The 
perBonA found guilty were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment. Tlie presiding Judge again 
oomplflined of the insufficient accommodation of 
t&e Gourt-houae. 

October 4. — Mr Charles Grant, senior, M.P. for 
the County, wm elected President of the Inver- 
ness Auxiliary of the Bible Society, and being 
present, delivered an address. 

Ibid. — Colonel Baillie of Leva gave £10 to the 
Society for Suppressing Mendicity, £5 to the 
Coal Fund, and £85 to the Northern In&mary 
(to which on ^ former oooaaion he had' given 
£15). It is stated that Colonel BaiUie had been 
absent for 25 years, "during a considerable por- 
tion of which he filled a distinguished diplo- 
matic situation with mudi credit to himself 
and much benefit to his country." He is com- 
plimented on tlie buildings and extensive im- 
provements which he had in contemplation. 

October 18.— "Died, on the 8th curt. , at the Manse 
of Domooh, in the Tlst year of his age and the 
39tih of his ministry, the Rev. John Bethune, 
D.D., minister of Dornoch. As a man, a 
clergyman, a Christian, and a relation he was 
equalled by few and inferior to none. His 
memory wil) long be cherished with the warmest 
afiection ; his worth is deeply engraven on the 
hearts of all who had the happiness of knowing 
him ; uid his loss will be deplored not only by 
his sorrowing family, but by all to whom his 
merite and virtues were known. 

October 25. — ^Tbe Northern Meeting was held the 
provious week, "llvei meeting resolved that a 
plate of 50 guineas should be given next yenr 
out of the funds for any horse carrying 10 
stone that never won a plate (Hunter^s Plate ex- 
cepted), to be run for on Wednesda]^ of the 
Meeting, and named a special Committee for 
providing a proper course; to defray the ex- 
pense of which £20 was voted from the funds 
of the Meeting." 

November 1. — ^The annual meeting of the Trafal- 

Sr Club was held at Forres on the 29th ult.. 
r Dick Lauder of Belugas in the chair. The 
Marquie of Huntly was unsaible to be present 
owing to the illness of a relative. "On the 
motion of the Rev. John Maodonell, the large 
and hnundsome china bowl, a present from Lord 
Hnntily, had three quarts of whisky put into it, 
which being made into excellent punch, was 
emptied to the health of the Noble Donor." 
November 8. — ^It is stated that the Society for the 
suppression of begging had 160 pensioners. A 
sum of £400 had been subscribed by members 
of the Society for the requirements of the year, 
and "£370 has alreadv been recovered." 
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Hud— "Died, at Ness-aide, on tlie Irt init., Angus 
Mackintoah of Holm, Esq., at man whoae Iom 
will be felt in private lile as tlie kind and con- 
stant friend, the indulgent master, and the poor 
man's counsellor and protector ; in public life as 
one whose high and ccxrect notions of probity 
furnished userul example and reprocrf; an up- 
right and assiduous Magistrate, whom neither 
private views nor personal influence could sway 
from a conscientious discharge of his duty; a 
sealous and active supporter of every measure 
which he thought beneficial to the conntv.*' 

November 16. — ^After the cold summer there had 
been an improvement in the weather, but the 
winter began with great severity, and a heavy 
fall of snow. "Wa regret to say that several 
lives have been lost ; two days ago the bodies 
of two women and a child were found buried in 
the snow, about two bnndredf yards from the 
great road near Dalmagarry ; the bodies of two 
men have been found in tlie hills of Aberarder, 
and two more are missing. A post-boy of 
Bennetts, coming from the South, was obliged 
to leave his chaise on the road, and would have 
been lost but for the liehts shown from the win- 
dows of Moyhall, whidi he reached nearly in a 
frozen state." — ^Bread was becoming more scarce 
and! dear every day. 

November 22.— The arrival is chronicled of a brig 
from Thurso at Halifax, Nova Scotia, with 139 
passengers, chiefly fsrmers and mechanics. 
"About the first week in September 368 settlers 
or emigrants anived at Quebec from Great 
Britain, and six other vessels were then reported 
going up the river St Lawrence with passen- 
g>er8." The economic conditicm of America was 
remresented as very unfavourable, and emi- 
grants were warned against going out. 

Ibid. — "The averac^e of the last six weeks having 
definitely been struck, the importation of wheat, 
barley, oats, and rye is permitted ; the scarcity 
on the Continent is, however, so great that the 
importation will, we apprehend, be limited. 
The public is indebted to some active individuals 
for tne quantity of grain and meal which has 
already been imported here— that the price rises 
is not owing to them but to the state of the 
times. Compared with our neighbours, we 
certainly have no cause for complaint. Whilst 
the population in other places are starving for 
want of employment, we have had abundsooe 
of work." It is stated, however, in another 
paragraph that there is a quantity of corn still 
unharvested. 

December 13. — ^Riots in London due to distress 
and the growth of discontent are reported , but 
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with expreeslona of strong disapproval. "The 
leaders affect to have held a correKpondenoe with 
vaiious other quarters, and dispositions to riot 
have manifested themselves at Dundee and other 
pkboeB, but quietness is ac;ain restored ; aoid we 
trust the instigators of these outrages will not 
escaipe the punishment ihey merit." Move- 
ments to provide employment for the neigh- 
bouring poor are reported from Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. In the North proposals are on foot 
for erecting small distilleries. 
December 20. — ^Mr John Ross, Oram Street, Lon- 
don, sent a hundred guineas for the benefit of 
the poor of Tain, especially for families of the 
name of Ross. This was the fourth time he had 
contributed to the relief of the poor in Tain. 



The following further items appear in Mr James 
Suter's Memorabilia under date 1816: — ^"Several 
private individuals commenced Sabbath Schools 
for poor children at their own expense. A fund 
of £118 Orvear, which had been bequeathed to 
the Town Council hj Mr Anderson, of Qlasgow, 
formerly a merchant in the town, for relief of poor 
householders, waa this year first distributed.'' 



15 
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No. XI. 

In the year 1817 public dUtress and public 
discontent both began to assume serious pro- 
portions. The discontent was largely due to 
distress ; and several paragraphs in the sub- 
joined notes show how severely the country 
waa suffering. In the chief towns Committees 
were organised to provide for the unemployed. 
In Inverness a Soup Kitchen was opened for 
the first time. Throughout the Highl«tnHa the 
leading proprietors piirchased or pledged their 
credit for large quantities of meal and seed. 
One ingenious landlord imported 3000 lbs. of 
rice and 200 cwts. of treacle. Political dis- 
content had not yet appeared in the North of 
Scotland, but elsewhere it was showing itself 
in various outbreaks, the most alarming being 
directed against the Prince Regent. The 
Government were timid, reactionary, and in- 
competent to deal with the state of affairs 
whicn had come into ezistenoe after the peace 
of 1815. 

The Criminal Code was at this date still harsh . 
At the Inverness Spring Circuit Court of 1817, 
a woman was sentenced to be executed for 
housebreaking, or rather for merely assisting 
the men who committed the crime, and who 
had escaped. The sentence was not carried 
into effect: the woman was twice respited, 
and her punishment ultimately commuted to 
two years' imprisonment. In another case the 
barbarous punishment of public flogging was 
inflicted by the local authorities on a female 
delinquent. This is generally said to have 
been the last instance of the kind in the 
United Kingdom, but a correspondent of the 
"Journal" drew attention to the fact that a 
similar punishment was inflicted in Perth while 
the bill abolishing it was actually passing 
through Parliament. 

The first Sheep and Wool Market at Inver- 
ness was held in 1817. The date was the third 
Tuesday in June, and the market was held only 
for one day. 

In 1817 a movement sprang up in Scotland 
in favour of burgh reform. At this time Town 
Councils elected themselves, and managed the 
finance of their burghs without control or 



r^ 
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supervision* A ourious incident stimulated 
the moTement for redress. "In 1817," says 
Mr Spencer Walpole in his History, **the 
Magistrates oi Montrose actually presumed to 
elect themselyes by ballot. It was the first 
occasion on which secret roting had ever been 
applied to any municipal election. The 
authorities, shocked at the recklessness of a 
municipality which was capable of committing 
so palpable an illegality, decided on quashing 
the election, and on issuing a warrant alter- 
ing what was called in Scotland the "set" or 
constitution of the burgh. Instead of the old 
Councillors electing the new, the warrant 
authorised the burgesses to elect their own 
Magistrates." This was the "poll" election 
which other bur^s likewise desired to 
exercise ; or if they could not obtain quite so 
much, they were anxious to confine the action 
of their Magistrates and Town Councils within 
the limits of each local constitution, and to 
look into ^e disposition of the funds. Hie 
bankruptcy of Aberdeen exdted widespread 
consternation. Hie general movement had 
effect on local authorities, and specific results 
in several instances ; but municipal reform in 
the broad sense was not secured until 1883. 
Inverness, as will by-and-bye appear, had its 
local machinery upset for a time by the Court 
of Session. 

In December 1817 the 'Owirier" was estab- 
lished. We have followed the file of the 
^'Journal/' however, to the end of the year, 
and reserve an account of the establishment of 
the '^Courier" until our next instalment. 

From the ** Inveme$9 Journal/* 

mi. 

January 3.— A soap kitchen, establit^ed for the 
first time in Inverness. Seven hundred necessit- 
ouB persons shared in « distribution of coaL 

Ibid. — "Died, at Arderrier, in this vicinity, within 
these few days, a gander, well known to have 
been full grown when the foundation of Fort- 
Oeorge was laid in the year 1748. His helpmate 
died only two years as^o." 

January 17. — "On the 6th inst., at Mountgerald, 
Ross-shire, John Manro, labourer, at tl^ very 
advanced age of 108 rears. He enjoyed a sofiud 
oonstitation until a short time before his death ; 
his sight ibid other organs were unimpaired; 
he could see from his own house a ship or boat 
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at Uie entranoe of Oromarty Firth a distance of 
aO miles." 

February 7.— Aoconnt of a riotouB attack on the 
Prince Regent and his escort tm they were 
returning from the opening of Parliament. An 
agitation for Parliamentary Reform begins to 
assume consequence. The more violent re- 
formers were fi«(jiuently addressed by "Ontat 
Hunt/' but meetmgs of a temperate character 
were also held. 

February 14. — 'Tn these distempered times of riot 
and discontent, it is gratifying to see the sense 
of the nation «o warmly and prompUy mani- 
fested with regard to tne most atrocious and 
treasonable attack on the Prince Regent. Ad- 
dresses pour in from every quarter, and we 
are glad to see our countj join in so proper 
and seasonable a display of loyalty and attach- 
ment to the son and representative of our 
Sovereign. It is deeply to be regretted that 
some of the principal actors in the scene were not 
seized ; a salutary example at the present mo- 
ment could not fail to be beneficial to the ad- 
vocates of universal sufiFrage and annual 
Parliaments ; in other word^, of anarchy, con- 
fusion, and revolution." 

February 28. — ^It is announced that "as the High- 
land road between Inverness and Perth is now 
passable/' the Ckledonian Coach will begin run- 
ning on the 3rd of March, twice a-week each 
way. 

Ibid. — ^The Corporation of the City of Aberdeen 
was at this time found to be bankrupt. The 
Burgesses of Gnild met and adopted a resolution 
declaring that in their opinion this was "the 
natural result of the Town Council being self- 
elected, and the government of it having be- 
come, as it were, the inheritance of a few 
individuals, forming a secret junto, considering 
themselves not amenable to their fellow-citizens 
for misrule." The "Journal" made the occur- 
rence a text for criticism of the administration 
of the Town Council of Inverness. 

Ibid. — "Died, suddenly, on the 14th curt., at her 
house in Edinbure'^. the Hon. Kuphemia 
Stewart, widow of William Stewart, Esq., late 
of Castle Stewart, and sister of Kenneth, late 
Earl of Seaiorth." 

March 7. — ^"In our Journal of the 28th June last 
it will appear that the Inverness Highland 
Society resolve-d on the establishment of a sheep 
and wool market in our town as the most cen- 
trical station in the Highlands. In pursuance 
of this resolution, a meeting was, by advertise- 
ment, convened at Rennet's Hotel on the 27th 
last, and was very numerously and most respect- 
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ably attended. It appeared that from every 

Quarter of the ooimtry, aiodl by all the Southern 
ealen, the moat earnest dteeire was manifested 
for the establishment of the proposed market 
at Inviemess. A letter was jHrodticed^from the 
Secretary of the Sutherland and Oaithneas As- 
sociation indicating the^r cordial support and 
anxious desire to co-operate, by every means, 
towards the prosperity of the market; and 
assurances of approbation were given from the 
following houses and persons interested in the 
wool trade; so that the first market mav be 
expected to have a much greater attendance 
than any ever heretofore held in the Highlands.*' 
A list of those approving follows, and an ad- 
vertisement fixes the date of the market as the 
third Tuesday of June. Mr Peter Andenon, 
solicitor, was secretary to the meeting. 

March 14. — ^This issue contains a paragraph con- 
demning the flogsring of a woman named Qrant 
through the streets of Inverness. The punish- 
ment was inflicted three times within a fort- 
night. The writer of the paragraph admits that 
example was necessary, and was miade in this 
case with the best intention; but he urges 
rightly that the public flagellation of a woman 
is repugnant to feelinffs of respect and delicacy. 
"On the unfortunate cmject in question, a young 
and handsome woman, the hardeoed indifference 
and audacity with which she bore and ridiculed 
the punishment, showed that it failed of efifect — 
so much, indeed, that notwithstanding this 
third flagellation, she returned from her 
'banishment' the same evening." A few months 
afterwards, mainly as the result of this case, 
an Act was passed abolishing the power to whip 
women publicly ; and some ^ears later the sex 
was exempted from the private infliction of 
such punishment. In certain States of the 
American Republic public flageUation, on both 
sexes, is still occasionally administered. 

Ib&d.— A coireftpondent sends a letter stating 
that a monument had been erected to the 
memory if Captain Tliomas Humberstone Miac- 
kenzie, of the 78th Regiment, and of Obtain 
Grant, Lieut. Anderson, and non-commissioned 
ofllcers and privates of the sasne regiment who 
fell at the storming of Ahmednuggur in India on 
8th August 1803. "The monument stands on 
the spot where Captain Humberstone Mackenzie 
fell, and oonsiats of a massy slab of the most 
durable stone, securely built in the wall of tiie 
town, and arched ovwhead, with a suitable 
inscription, mrmounted by the Mackenzie crest, 
a stages head and antlers, with the words 'Cabar 
Feidh,' and the regimental motto, 'Cuidich an 
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RigL' It WM erected in 1814 hj the Hon. Lttdy 
Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth, who marked out 
the «ite, drew the design tfodf mscription, and 
gaye orden for erecting the work at her own 
expense. It is worthy of remark that her lady- 
■hip (whose father, the late Lord Seaforth, had 
raised the 78th Regiment) in travelling across 
the Peninsula from Bombay in 1813, shonld 
happen to pass through the very place where 
that regiment had so admirably distinguished 
itself; and she was struck with the desire 
of perpetuating, by some lasting memwial, the 
gallantrjr of her young relative. Captain H. 
Ifackensie, an officer of hiflffa promise, and of 
his countrymen who fell in that memorable 
assault." The attadc, it seems, was unwittingly 
made at the most impracticable part of the wall, 
and officers and men fell in a gallant but futile 
attempt to carry the position. "Captain Mac- 
kenzie had gained' the summit ; he found then 
no footing, but his gallant spirit would not 
sufPer him to think of retreat; calling to his 
men to foQow him, he instantly leaped into the 
town amongst the enemy, but the height was 
so great ( hat his knees on coming to the ground 
bent under him, and before he could recover 
himself he was speared? in many places. The 
few men who had gained the top of the wall 
did not hesitate for a moment in resolving to 
share his fate ; and thus was loet in very early 
youth an officer of the highest hopes, whose 
mild' and amiable manners were joined to a hiirh 
and ardent courage, which too soon deprived? his 
country of one whom length of life would have 
made a shining ornament to his profession. 
Captain Grant was also an officer of great pro- 
mise ; he haxf volunteered on that occaaion, and 
on gaining the top of the wall, called out that 
there was no footing ; but forgetful in hie own 
person of the caution which he taught his com- 
panions, he received a shot which almost in- 
stantly proved fatal ; he was a son of Mrs Grant, 
Forres. The attack, of course. faOed, and the 
strengtli of the place and garrison having been 
aacertained, the siege wm subsequently carried 
out in. due form. Captain Mackenzie was also 
paymaster of the regiment ** Hie above account 
was furnished to the "Journal" by a gentleman 
who was personally and intimately connected 
with the two officers. The official account bv 
Lieut. -Colonel Adams, published by Major 
Davidson in his History of the 78th, says that 
Captain Mackenzie and Captain Grant were both 
shot at the top of their resnective ladders. 
Captain Grant at the time was under arrest 
for fighting a duel, and volunteered for the at- 
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tack. His father had been ProYoct of Foires, and 
he had aeveral brothers whoattained diatinotioo. 
One ol them, if we mistake not, lient. -Colonel 
Colqohoun Grant^was an Intelligenoe Officer of 
great service to Wellington in the Peninsular 
War.* 

Ibid. — The poor of the town and pariah of Elgin 
are represented as suffering severely from Uie 
distress of the times. A sum of £300 had 
been subscribed and a Committee appointed to 
distribute the fund until the month of Septem- 
ber, when it was hoped that harvest labour and 
the produce ol a new crop would enable the 
people to provide for themselves. 

April 4. — The Highland Society of London met 
on the previous Friday to celebrate the anni- 
versary of the battle of Alexandria, that being 
also the day of the incorporation of the Sodetv. 
The Duke of York was in the chair, and the 
company included the Duke of Argyll, the Duke 
of Atholl, the Marquis of Huntly, Glengarry, 
Sir .^neaa Mackintosh, and many other High- 
land gentlemen. The Duke of York, in name 
of the Society, presented to the 42nd Regiment 
a piece of plate in recognition of its distin- 
guished services, the Marquis of Huntly, as 
Commander of the regiment, receiving the sift. 
The plate ocmsisted of a richly chased nXyet 
tripod, the legs ornamented with thistle folkge, 
and the plinSi bearing a medaJlion portrait of 
Sir Ralph Aberaromby. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at CoUumpton, Deyon, on the 22nd 
ult., on his way from Sidmouth to Clifton, 
William Chisholm of Chisholm, Esq. 

April 11. — ^The Marquis of Huntly procured from 
Goyernment six hundred boUs of meal, to be 
sent for the relief of people in the Highlands, 
with a pnmiise that more was to follow. 

Anril 25. — A citizen writes complaining that 
half-a-crown had to be paid by a marriage party 
of townspeople crossing one of the bridges. Tolls 
at liiat tmne existed, but this was considered an 
exorbitant exaction. 

May 2 — ^"Mr Alexr. Dingwall, plumber in 
Greenock, has lately paid into the hands of the 
Kirk treasurer of Dmgwall, «; legacy of £50 
sterling, bequeathed by his deceased brother, 
Mr Donald DingwaU, late of Demerary, for the 
behoof of the poor of that parish, where he 
drew his first Inreath, and where he at last ended 
his days." 

Ibid. — A paragraph gives an account of what 
Highland proprietors have done in the way of 
lowering rents, and importing meal and seed 
oats for the benefit of their poorer tMiantry. 

* See Not« A— Hue Grants of Forres. 
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Mr IfiacpiaerMOrOrant of BoUindalloch, for in- 
Htance, had Mcured 800 bolU of med in Banff- 
shire and 500 bolls from Berwick for the supply 
of his estate. Lord Rear had pledged his crwit 
to the Qovemment to obtain a supply of 1800 
bolls of meal; and the Marquis of. Stafford had 
sent for the supply of his Sutherland tenantry 
5400 boUs of meal and nearly 600 bolls of 
potatoes for seed, at aa expense of at least 
£7000, besides purchasing black cattle from 
the tenants, and spending Urge sums for the 
employment of the distressed on his English 
estates. Other Highland proprietors who could 
not do as much, had lowered their rents from 
15 to 20 per cent., and were giving guarantees 
to the Qovemment for the supply of oats. 

Ibid. — A woman named Barbara liackay, from 
Caithness, was tried at the Circuit Court for 
being one of several concerned in breaking 
into and robbing a shop at laauld. She was 
traced by means of a five-franc piece, which was 
part of the spoil, and- which sl^e endeavoured to 
pass. The woman confessed that she had kept 
watch while others cairied out the robbery, and 
that she had received silver and copper. The 
jury returned a verdict of guilty, and^ the 
woman was sentenced to be executed at Inver- 
ness on the 13th of Junei She was subsequently 
respited and the sentence was commuted. 

Ibid. — A citizen of Nairn, formerly Chief 
Magistrate, was convicted of assaulting a lawyer 
at Elgin to the effusion of blood and danger of 
life, and was sentenced to six months' imprison- 
ment in the Tolbooth of Elsin. The Court 
would not consent to send the prisoner to be 
confined at Nairn on account of the "notorious 
insufficiency" of the jail there, and they threat- 
ened to take strong measures unless the jail was 
made secure. — At the same Court, two men were 
sentenced to six months' imprisonment for de- 
forcing Excise officers ; a man was sentenced to 
14 years' transportation ior sheep-stealing ; and 
a woman for numerous acts of theft was sen- 
tenced to seven years' transportation. In the 
two latter cases, the Advocate-Depute restricted 
the libel to "an arbitraiy punishment," other- 
wise the sentences mi^nt have been capital. 
The restriction to "arbitrary punishment' fre- 
ouently occurs in the report of Circuit cases. 
Ooe wooden why it w«s not adopted in the 
case of the woman convicted of housebreaking. 

May 9. — ^The Commissioners of Supplv voted £50 
to the fund for tiie employment of the labouring 
poor of Inverness, and authorised the payment 
of another £50 if required. 

Ibid. — ^It is announced that the Militia reg^ents 
are not to be called out this year for tuning. 
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May 16.— Lady Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth 
pledged her credit to Government for 4000 bolls 
of oats and 50 tons of potatoee, to be landed at 
Stornoway a^nd distributed among the people. 

May 23.— A list of subscnptioiis is pnbuehed to- 
irards the issoe of a Dictionary of the Gaelic 
lan^age, under the patronage of the Highland 
Societjy of Scotland. The total amount of sub- 
scriptions is nearly £1900. Hie Society itself 
gave £725; the Hifrhland Society of ]!iondon, 
£105; and Sir John Macgregor Murray, for 
certain friendiB in India um himself, £250. 

Ibid. — 'The Ghisholm's funeral, which took place 
on Friday (16th), was conducted with a de^frec 
of splendour which riyalled the usage of ancient 
times in the last tribute of homage and respect 
to the remains of deceased chiefs. InyiCations 
were yery general throughout this and the neigh- 
bouring counties, and near 240 guests sat down 
to a sumptuous entertainment provided by Bfr 
Cant at Beauly. The commonalty, of whom a 
yery large assemblage were in attendance, had 
not Deen forgotten ; eight bolls of oatmeal baked 
into bread, ample quantities of cheese, and 20 
ankers of whisky were distributed among them ; 
not satisfied, howeyer, with this liberal supnly, 
they made free with Mr Cant's stores of wines 
and other liquors, and we regret to understand 
that a man and two women died of the effects 
of intoxication. Many battles with sticks and 
fists and stones were fought, and many cracked 
crowns were given and received, but beyond the 
foregoing mdancholy instances, we believe no 
further fatal effects ensued: various depreda- 
tions, however, were committed, and amonsrst 
others, some of the riders, we understand, dis- 
covered next momini; that they had come home 
without their saddle-fiaps, the well-dressed 
leather of which, it had been discovered, would 
make superior brogue soles." The interment 
took place in Beauly Priory. 

May 30.— "On Wednesday, the 21st May, at Lady 
IJeaforth's, Charlotte Square, James Alexander 
Stewart, Esj. of Glasserton, to the Hon. Lady 
H. Mackenzie of Seaforth.*' The marriai^e waa 
celebrated with rejoicJogs on the Seaforth 
estates. 

Ibid.— The Horticultural Society of London 
awarded their medal to Sir George S. Macken- 
zie for his improvement of forcing houses, by 
giving irlass the form of a portion of a sphere. 

Ibid. — ^"^e motion for a Committee to inquire 
into the state of the representation of the people, 
made by Sir Francis Burdett, and rejected by 
a majorityof 188, was the same made by Mr 
Pitt m 1782, and* lost only by a majority of 
^ ' 16 
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20. It waa Again brouriit forward in 1812 br 
BCr Brand, and rejected by a majority of 127, 
the minority counting 8B. Mr Tierney ascribed 
the falling-off to the intderanoe of ita advocates, 
who thought Reform might be carried without 
the aid of the aupericM' orders of society." 

June 13.— The Northern Missionary Society held 
its <annual meeting at Inremess, when the Rev. 
C. Matheson, of filmuir, and the Rev. J. Mac- 
donald, of Urauhart, preached. A collection 
amounted to £72 13s 6d. The Society reaoWed 
to send £100 to the Edinburgh Missionary 
Society for the support of Gaelic schools in the 
Highlands, and £oO to the Hibernian Society, 
engaged in oanying on education in Ireland. — 
An auxiliary to the Edinburgh Bible Society 
was formed in Forres. 

Ibid. — ''We have heard with pleasure that Mr 
Grant of Elchiea has shipped from London to 
Findhom 3000 lbs. of nee and 200 cwts. of 
treacle for the supply of the poor on his estates 
in the counties of Banff and Elgin." 

June 20.— The first Sheep and Wool Market was 
held at Inverness on the third Tuesdav of June. 
The Committee arranged that the market should 
last but twentv-four hours, as "it has generally 
been remarkecl that when markets are of many 
days continuance, almost aJl the business is 
done on the last. ' An ordinary, purveyed by 
Mr Bennet, was held in the Northern MeeUng 
Rooms. Mr Ckunt of Corrimony, "who was 
among the first of our nroprieton to introduce 
the system of sheep farming," presided. Among 
the largest purchasers were Mr Lockwood, from 
Hudderafieki, «nd Mt Mackinnon of Gorry- 
chatachan. It is noted that the Fort-William 
Market had been well attended, and the prices 
were considerably better than last year, via., 
18s ; at the Inverness Market thev had increased 
to IQs 6d, and the Cheviot to 23s per stone; 
one or two parcels were stated to have been 
sold at 24fi. '*The number of gentlemen inter- 
ested in sheep farming who attended from the 
Northern Counties was very considerable. Our 
flocks are so rapidly on tne increase that we 
understand' that tnere is in Sutherlandshire alone 
not less than 100,000 Cheviot." The Northern 
Association of Gentlemen Farmers and Breeders 
of Sheep continued to act on a resolution which 
they had previously adopted to give liberal 
premiums for the destruction of foxes, eagles, 
"and other animals.," which were destructive 
to the growing numbers of their sheep and 
lambs. 

Ibid. — ^The members of the Nairnshire Meetinar in 
London placed £53 at the disposal of ike Com- 
mittee for the relief of the poor in Nairn, 
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Ibid.^"I>i6d, on the 8th lost., the Rev. Alexander 
Macadam, miniater of Nigg, Ross-shire, m the 
69th year of hia age." A cordial tribute is 
paid to Mr Macadlun's character, learning, and 
unpreasive power aa a preacher. 

June 27. — ^On the previona Monday two smart 
shocks of earthquake were felt m Inyemesa. 
They were also felt, and rather more severely, 
in Urquhart and Dores. In some houses tne 
beUa were put in motion. A slight shock wae 
said to have been experienced ^a week or two 
before, but the Editor himself had not observed 
it. 

Ibid^A long report is given of a gala day held 
by the Societv of True Hiffhlwoders at Inver- 
lochy. The Society was msudng a collection of 
tartans, and members naid apeoial attention 
to the completeness and correctness of their 
Highland dress. 

Ibid. — ^A stone coffin with human skeleton was 
found in the neighbourhood of Dingwall. A 
copper [bronze] dagger waa found buried in the 
skull, and an earthern jar beside the skeleton. 

July 4. — ^The number contains verses written on 
visiting the monument erected near Fort- 
William to the memory of Colonel Cameron, 
of the 92nd Highlanders, who fell at Quatre 
Brae. "The Monument atande northward of 
the Fort, a simple and plain, but at the same 
time an elesant and lofty column. The 
foundation of it waa laid on the 7th April 
laat with Masonic honours, bv Mr Patrick 
Henderson, Right Worshipful Master of the 
Fort-William Lodge, accompanied by the 
brethren, and the ceremony waa concluded 
with a moat suitable and appropriate prayer 
by the Rev. Duncan Macintyre, minister of 
the parish of Kilmallie and Chaplain of the 
Lodge, in preaence of a vaat concourse of 
people of all ranks, who on this occasion testi- 
fied a cordial interest hiehly honourable to the 
memory of the deceased." The following are 
two atanzas from the viaitor'a eulogium: — 

"Now, Cameron, rest I while Waterloo 

Enrola thee in ita annals gory. 
It weepa thy loss with sorrow true, 
And oids Fame note thy bed of glory. . . 

"Now, Cameron, rest ! Yon column high 
May tell thy tale in accents bolder, 
But many a heart thy name ahall sigh, 
Till like thine own they, too, shall moulder." 

July 11.— **Tbe Strathpefifer Wells have a much 
gayer and more numerous attendance this sea- 
flon than ever they had before.*' The hope ia 
expressed that facilities may be given for feuing. 
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July 25. — ^"In coniequenoe of oontribntions irom 
ttie Second and StraUmaim districts, one of 
which has given £50 and the other £40, a 
Tery oonaiderable improvement m making in 
the entrance to the town by Ctotle Street, 
ebont a third of the acclivity of which firom 
the pavement wUl be taken away. The princi- 
pal advanta«^ to theee dutricta will ariae from 
the sreater facility with which lime and manure 
can 1)e conveyed to them, but the convenience 
to the town will be great.*' The work aeems 
to have been carried out under the direction of 
a Committee, formed for the relief of the un- 
employed. Incidentally we learn that cattle 
markets were held eomewhere near the top of 
Outle Street. 

Ibid. — ^The Ezciae had a conflict at the wood of 
Spittal, in Roaa^ihire, with a party which waa 
endeavouring to oonvey smuggled salt from 
the West Coast to the Inverness markets. The 
officers captured 20 horses, with a bag of salt 
each. In the struggle one of the smiugffling 
party was severely wounded, and one of the 
horses killed. 

August 1. — ^*The circulatioff medium was so 
scarce that there was litUe business of any 
description transacted at the market held here 
last week." 

Ibid. — ^"The stock farmers in the Counties of 
Sutherland and Caithness having now broueht 
their flocks to that extent and perfection that 
they annuallv export to the English market 
better than fourteen thousand Qieviot sheep, 
and fifteen thousand stones of Qieviot wool, 
they think it of impc»tanoe to establish an 
annual meeting for the imrpose of competition 
in stock, of rewarding tne oest shepheras, and 
for establishing a fair for the sale of tups and 
choice ewe stock." The meeting was fixed for 
the 2uiax of Auffust, at the Kvle of Sutherland, 
being the week of the annual cattle market 
there, and was duly held on that date. 

August 8.— Died, on the 23rd ult, the Rev. 
Aomas Bain, Rectw of the Academy of Fort- 
rose. 

Ibid.— "At Knockbain, parish of Kirldiill, 
on the 3rd inst., John Fraser, aged 
102 years. He fought under the ban- 
ner of the Chief of the dan at Culloden, 
and on many other occasions; he has been 
always a careful, sober man; he could, till 
within the last two years, dance a Highland 
reel with as much spirit a» a man of thirty 
years of age, had a very extensive memory, 
and would rehearse many anecdotes regarding 
his Chiefs exiploits." 
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August 22.— Kr Gilchrut, marble and atone 
catt«, "a craft hitherto unknown in this 
quarter," beg&n businefls in Inverness. He 
was the first to intamluce his trade to Aber- 
deen, about thirty years before, and still main- 
tained a large establiflhment there. 

September 12.— Six feet of water were admitted 
into the Caledonian Canal from Loch-Ness, to 
facilitate the conveyanoe of materials from 
dachDBharnr for building the Ibcks at the west 
end. ''On Tuesday a sioop, with 300 barrels 
of coal, wBa dragged by a pair of horses from 
Clachnaharry to Loch-Ness.'* 

Ibid.— "Died, at DomodK on the 23rd ult., at 
the advttooed ase of 96 years, John Barclay, 
Esq., Dean of Gould. He was on the Magis- 
tracy of that ancient burgh for the last 47 
years. The strictest attention to the interest 
of the community in the diadiarffe of tiie duties 
of hia office, the most inflexilMe integrity in 
eyery branch of business, aad the uniformity of 
his general character gained him the love and 
esteem of hia friends and fellow-citizens." 

September 19.— "The Marquis of Huntly's party 
nas shot this season upwards of 1400 brace of 
grouse; and, notwithstanding the yery wet 
weather, the Marquis of Tayistock shot in three 
days 40, 46, and 61 brace." 

Ibid.— "The True Highlanders Fete was this y»r 
Dreoeded by the revival of the Ancient Cale- 
donian Hunt, which lasted for three euoceasive 
days, and, including the Committee meeting, 
occupied the whote week. This noble recrea- 
tion produced less venison than was antid- 
Kted, though quite as many shots were fired, 
n practice beung less sure with most High- 
landers than it was with their ancestors ; yet 
some of the roe deer fell in capital s^le at 
the height of their sneed." The writer of the 
paragn^h (a correspondent) (Verifies Glen- 
garry. "Such was the enthusiastic fSeeling 
abroad," that a eentlemaa named Macintyre 
took the silver dirk from his own side and pre- 
sented it to the young heir of Glengarry; 
and when the boy refused it. the gentleman 
sent it to Glengarry, begging nim to accept it 
on behalf of his son. "as the Madnt^res olauied 
the Chief of the MaodoneUs as the Chief of 
their blood likewise and the author of their 
race." AU whidi and much moro of a similar 
kind is freely punctuated with italics. The 
frequent ccMnmunications about this Sodety 
seem either to have been written by Glengarry 
himself, or to have been sent by some one in 
hia immediate drde. 
Ibid.— "Here, on the 9th inst. [died] Jean Robert- 
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■an. Thi« extraordinary oharacter qamIIy 
employed herself in gaithering dolae and ■hell- 
fish, with which i^ occupied her station in 
the market, until within a few days of her 
death. She would ocoaaionaUy take a tr^ to 
t^e country to retail tea, and was not ashamed 
to beg bI times. After her death, upwards of 
£60 in bank bills and £3 in silver were found 
in her anartment, which she had completely 
filled wita clothes, proyisions, and fuel, piled 
up to the roof, leaving only about four feet 
round the fire-place of vacant space; yet the 
poor wretch appeared in the same tattered 
garb i^)wards of 20 yeora, and is supposed 
to have shcKtened the period of her existence 
by abstaining from the common necessaries of 
life.*' 

Ibid. — ^An Auxiliary of the Edinburffh Society 
for the Education of Deaf and Dunm Children 
WM established at Inverness. 

September 26. — James Kobertson re-elected Pro- 
vost of Inverness. 

October 3. — "On Saturdav last a aloop and a 
barge, laden with coals, went through the 
Caledonian Canal to Fort-Auffustus, having 
lain for some hours below the Muirtown draw- 
bridge. The inhabitants of Inverness were 
apprised of the circumstance, and the novelty 
soon attracted a vast concourse of all ranks 
Mid ages; the banks were literally lined with 
spectflSors on this occasion.*' 

Ibid-^am«« Fowler of Grange and WeUfield 
elected Provost of Fortrose ; William Murray, 
banker, elected Provoat of Tain. 

Ibid. — ^Barbara MacKay, prisoner in the Tolbooth 
of Inverness, under a respite during pleasure, 
had her sentence commuted into two years' im- 
prisonment, commencing with the date of her 
conviction. 

October 10.— "At last the monster Self-election 
has received a wound; the Royal Warrant is 
issued for a poll election of Ifiaflistrates at Mon- 
trose." The "Journal" epem stronj^ly in 
favour of the necessity for "emancipation" in 
Inverness. Its columns in this end other issues 
are full of criticisms of local doings. 

October 24.— Among those present at the North- 
ern Meeting were the Marquis and Marchioness 
of Huntly, Lcxd and Lady Saltoun. the Hon. 
Mrs Stewart Mackende of Seaf ortn and l£i 
Stewart Mackenzie; Colonel Maodonell of 
Glengarry and Mrs Maodonell. Glengarry 
was in the complete ^xighland garb, Mted 
plaid, broadsword, pistols, dirk, Ac. Horse 
races were held at Fort-George. 

October 31.— The Guild-brethren of Inverness 
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met and appointed a Committee to wait on 
tlie ProToat, and present a petition for the re- 
coveiy of their nghts. It is stated that the 
ProTOBt "received the deputation with his 
wonted politeness, and stated that he would 
lay the petition before the Town Oonncil." In 
the same issue there ia an advertisement of "a 
letter addressed to the Guild-brethren of In- 
verness on the subject of Burgh Reform, Ly 
Niel McNeaa." To this was annexed a form of 
petition. 

Ibid. — A movement for reform was also on foot 
at Forres, and a protest had been lodged against 
the recent election of Magistrates and Council- 
lors there. The burgesses and Quild-brethren 
were denied admission to the Court-house to 
make their protest at the Michaelmas Head 
Court, but tney took their stand in the High 
Street, and read their protest at the door. A 
Committee was appointed to take measures to 
obtain redress. It is stated by the Forres cor- 
respondent that "besides the demon of self- 
election which is so justly complained of, it is 
not held requisite by the present system here 
to have even the malority of Cbuncillors resi- 
dent within the burgn ; and at last election the 
three bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and 
one councillor were all that the good town was 
considered capable of furnishing. llie Protest 
bore that— "The Person elected as Provost, and 
a majority at least of those elected as council- 
lors, are neither merchants, traffickers, nor 
inhabitants within the said burgh, nor do in 
any way come within the description of persons 
eligible to be elected as Provost or Councillors 
by the Acts of Parliament," &c Complaint is 
made that the Provost was, at least at the time 
of his election. Provost of the burghs of CuUen 
and £lgm, "offices the conjunction of wincAi in 
one individual is most unconstitutional and 
illegal, and to all interests and purposes dis- 
quiuifled him from being elected as Provost of 
our said burgh, even if otherwise eligible." The 
Forres burgesses had undoubtedly reason to 
protest. 

November 7.— At a Committee meeting of the 
Bible Society, the Treasurer was instructed to 
remit £100 to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, being nearlv the whole amount of the 
fmids in their hands. An application for 20 
BiUes to poor children attending Baining's 
School was sustained. 

Ibid— On the 21st inst., tHie Trafalgar Club dined 
at Maclean's Inn at Forres to celebrate the anni- 
versary of the battle. Thomas Dick Lauder of 
Belugas was in the diair, supported by the 
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MAronii of HimUy and the Rey. John Ifac- 
donell. The following wm one of the toaete : 
—"The Prieoo of St Helena, and may the torn- 
keya he alwayi on the alext." On the motion 
of the Chairman, the name waa changed from 
"dnb" to *<T^ilalgar Meeting/' and the ^ar- 
quia of Hmitly was elected Palron. 
Ibid.— Diied, ait Belfast, on the 18th October, 
Sergeant Alexander Cameron, pipe-major of the 
92iid or Gkrdon Hidilanden. "His merits as a 
performer on the mghland bagpipe were gener- 
ally acknowledged, but they could only be duly 
appreciated by those who felt the inspiring 
effects of his animatins strains on the toilsome 
mardi or amid the uinnder of battle. He 
senred in the Penmsula during the whole of 
the late war, and by his seal attracted the notice 
of several officers of high rank. lieut. -General 
Sir William Erskine, in a letter to a friend alter 
the affair of Rio del Molinas, says— The first 
intimation the enemy had of our approach was 
the piper of the 9&id playing "Hey Johnny 
Cope are ye waukin' yet?** To this favourite 
air from Cameron's pipe the streets of 
Brussels re-echoed on the night of the 
15th June, when the regiment assem- 
bled to march out to the field of 
Waterloo. How many a brave fellow heard 
it then for the last time ! Once, and once only, 
was this brave solder missed in his accustomed 
place in the front of the battle, and the occa- 
sion strongly marks the powerful influence 
which the love of fame had upon his mind. 
In a London newspaper a very flattering 
eulogium bad appeared on the conduct of a 
piper of another regiment. Our gallant 
musician, anxious that do one should surpass him 
in zeal or intrepidity, felt hurt that he shoald 
not also have gained this flattering distinction, 
and declared tibat 'if his name did not appear 
in the newspapers he would no more play on 
the battlefield.' Accordingly, in the next affair 
with the enemy, Cameron s pipe [at first] was 
mute I Some insinuation against the piper 
reached his ear. The bare idea of his conduct 
being misunderstood was torture to poor 
Cameron, and overcame at once the s^en re- 
sohition ne had formed of remaining silent in 
the rear. He rushed forward, and not con- 
tent with gaining his place at the head of 
the regiment, advanced with a partv of 
skirmisberB, and placing himself on a heignt, in 
full view of the enemy, continued to animate 
the party by playing favourite national airs. 
For the last two vears his health sensibly de- 
clined. He was afiicted with an asthma which 
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the blowing of the bagpipe tended to aggravate. 
Notwithstuiding, he could not be induced to 
resign his farourite employment, but continued 
till very lately to play *The Qathering' for the 
daily assembly of the regiment. His remains 
were attended to the grave by several officers, 
all the non-commifisioned officers, and the 
grenadier company to which he belonged." 

November 14. — The death of the Princess Char- 
lotte, which plunged the whole nation into 
mourniuT. is recorded^ in this issue. 

Ibid. — ^An advertisement fuinounces that on the 
4th December a new weekly paper, entitled 
"The Inverness Ck)urier," will appear. All 
orders are to be addressed to the publisher, W. 
Ettles, bookseller, Inverness; Mr Andrew 
iSievwright, editor; or Messrs Newton ft Ck>., 
news agents, London. 

Ibid. — The Nairnshire Harvest Home Meeting 
was held in Richardaon*s Inn, Nairn, on the 
31st ult., attended by the County ffenfcry. **The 
dancing (of which a variety was exhibited from 
the French Quadrille to the old Scottish Bump- 
kin) was kept up wit2i great spirit to an early 
hour." Colonel Rose of Kilravock presided at 
the supper. 

Ibid. — **Ur Donald MacaskiU, of the Island of 
Eigg, and the Rev. Mr Fra«er, minister of the 
Small Isles, were unfortunately drowned off 
Eigg on the 24th ult They were proceeding 
from Arisaig to Eigg in a tioat^ when, by the 
starting of a plank, the boat instantly^ sank, 
and they, witn the two boatmen, perished. 
Dr Macaskill left a widow and ten children. A 
subsequent paragra^ states that the boatmen 
were rescued. 

November 21. — ^It is stated that an Inverness 
Town Councillor, Mr James Lyon, had declared 
himself in favour of the abolition of self-elec- 
tion, and had written a letter on the subject 
to the Provost and another to the Town Coun- 
cil. No answer having been returned to the 
petition of the Guild-brethren, they (had with- 
drawn it, and now claimed the entire renovation 
of the Burgh set and a poll election ; "and we 
understand that under the circumstances of some 
members of the Magistracy being considered 
illegally appointed, the object is to disfranchise 
the Burgh.^' The Lord Advocate, Mr Cran- 
stoun, and Mr Jeffrey had been employed on 
behalf of the burgesseA. 

Ibid. — "Some oak trees were lately discovered in 
deepening the channel of the Caledonian Canal 
through Loch-Dochfour. These were in seven 
feet of water and buried under a depth of ten 
feet of gravel. After injuring the dredging 
machine, with a power of 30 tons, another of 

17 
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60 was applied, wliidi sacceeded in dragging to 
the surface three trees of very large size. One 
of them is of a msffnitnde altogether beyond 
the ordinary growth of this country in the 
present day : it is in drcumference 20^ feet at 
the insertion of the limbs, 3 in number, and 14 
feet 2 inches at the root end. One of toe limbs 
is 8 feet 11 inches in circumference, and the 
three trees measure 198 solid feet; the wood 
appears to be perfectly fresh and sound." 

Ibid.—- The Nairn Friendly Society subscribed £20 
towards the erection of a pier at Nairn. 

Noyember 28. — ^This issue contains the text of 
the petition submitted by the Quild-brethren of 
Inyerness to the Town Council, claiming the 
right to elect their own Dean of Guild, and to 
manage and dispose of their own funds. By 
Uiis time the petition hac) been considered by 
the Town Council, and Proyost Robertson sent 
the following reply to one <A the petitioners : — 
"Agreeable to my promise, I laid the petition 
of yourself and other members of the Guildry 
before the Town Council yesterday ; and I haye 
to intimate to you, for the information of the 
gentlemen interested, that the Council refuse 
your desire." 

Ibid. — ^Died, on 1st May, at IVayancore, India, in 
the 68th year of his sge, Osptain Thomas 
Arthur, of the Engineer Corps, Madhas Estab- 
lishment, son of the Rey. Mr Arthur, Resolis, 
Boss-shire. Captain Arthur began his military 
career under General Harris in the campaign of 
1799, and was one of the ,^uty which tnat year 
stormed Seringapatun. He remained in India 
till his death, and was fre(;fuently mentioned in 
military orders. 

December 6. — ^The Guild-brethren of Inyerness 
resolyed to raise a subscription to enable them 
to take legal action for the yindication of their 
claims. A sum of £430 was speedily subscribed. 
In Wick, Dingwall, and Elgin, moyements had 
begun on behalf of burgh rdform. 

Ibid.~"Died lately, in the Scots College, Paris, 
deseryedly lamented, Rey. John Farquharson, 
superior. He was long Principal or Head of the 
Soots College at Douay, in Flanders, which 
he was forced to abandon at the period of the 
Reyolution, and went to Glasgow, where 'he 
remained many years, officiating as Catholic 
clergyman, and was much esteemed for his 
modesty audi humility, and as an honest man." 

Ibid.— "On the IZih of June last, at KaJnindy, on 
the Rio Munez, in Upper Guinea, on his return 
from the interior of Africa, Captain Thomas 
Campbell, of the Ro^ Staff Corps, then com- 
manding the expedition intended to explore the 
course of the Niger." The expedition, whidi 
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suffered seyvely £rom tlie climate, was intended 
in some diegree to trace the route of the f amouB 
traveller, Mun^o Park. Captain Campbell was 
a native of Caithness. 

December 12. — ^To a correspondent who inquires 
about the increase of legal distilleries, the "Jour- 
nal" gives some information. "In Ross-shire, 
we are glad to observe, they are making con- 
siderable progress though there alone; we be- 
lieve there are at present in that shire one of 
400 gallons, one of 200, one of 80, 
and one ox 40, and there is also one 
establishing at Fortrose of 200, and 
another at Teanioich of the same content ; there 
are two of 40 gallons each in Morayshire, one 
of 40 gallons in Caithness, and one establishing 
of 80 gallons in Nairnshire. There are none 
in Inverness-shire." At iJingwall the previous 
week several persons had bmi fined £20 each 
for illicit distillation. 

December 19. — "The Tk'ades of Inverness have 
established for the benefit of their members a 
newsroom, which was opened yesterday under 
the denomination of the Clachnaoatin Keai^Bg 
Room." The above «pelling is frequently, 
though not invariably, given to our palladium m 
the *\Journal." 

Ibid. — ^From a letter in this issue we find that the 
buTffh officers and the local hangman were in 
the habit of going round every Cmistmas morn- 
ing for Christmas boxes. Jack Ketch demanded 
a fee of sixpence, a shilling, or half-a-crown, 
"just as be thinks you can afford" ; and if he 
did not get what he asked he was wont to be 
insolent. "Now, in the name of wonder, what 
right has Jack to lay the inhabitants under 
contribution? He says for ringing the fish 
bell ; but is he not allowed for this a fish from 
every creel that is brought to market? Per- 
haps for keepinff the struts clear of beggars ; 
for this dutT (while he chose to perform it) he 
was allowed from the beggars' fund a shilling 
for every beggar he turned out of town. I 
cannot therefore conceive on what ground this 
man is permitted to molest us, unless it be, 
indeed, to make up for the 3s 4d a head for 
flogging unfortunate women through the 
streets, which he has been deprived of by Act of 
Parliament. Even with this deduction, I think 
that his salary and perquisites are from £50 to 
£60 e^year." 

Mr ^ter, in his Memorabilia, under date 1817, 
notes that the new bridge was repaired at a cost 
of £852, paid by the Burgh, and that Bridge 
Street was widened and improved' at private ex- 
pense. 
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No. xn 

The first number of the Intxbnxbb Cousisb 
was issued on the 4Ui of December 1817. We 
have the prospectus of the paper before U9, 
dated 81st October of Uie same year. It is 
entitled "Prospectus of a newspaper to be 
published weekly at Inverness, and to be 
called 'The Inverness Courier' and General 
Advertiser for the Counties of Inverness, Ross, 
Moray, ixairn, Cromarty, Sutherland, and 
Caithness." This is the fuU title stall borne 
on the front page, except that the name of 
Cromarty is placed earlier in the list. At the 
time when the paper was projected there was 
strong party feeling in the burgh, springing, 
not from pohtics, but from local questions on 
which the older paper, the Journal, expatiated 
at great length and with much vehemence. 
The promoters of the Courier announced that 
they stood " upon open, neutral, independent 
ground," and that they were '^ resolved to 
speak their own minds boldly, and afford to 
others the means of doing so likewise, on every 
subject of public interest, under no other 
restraint than those imposed by a regard for 
personal feelings and for the rules of decorum 
and good taste." In discussing measures of 
national policy the prospectus promised that 
the new paper would *' neither be fiercely in- 
temperate nor tamely inOunerent." Tne 
policy thus foreshadowed was very fairly car- 
ried out. On national questions there was 
little to choose between the two organs. Both 
supported the Government and the Constitu- 
tion (the latter word in those days was in 
frequent use), but their tone was moderate 
and by no means reactionary. The following 
paragraph from the prospectus sets forth the 
chief aims of the promoters of the Courier : — 
" In the columiu of the Inverness Courier will 
be found the political events of the times — the 
debates of the senate— proceedings of the courts 
of justice — ^remarkable occurrences throughout the 
civilised world — naval audi military intelligence — 
commercial and agricultural lists and repoits, 
and all the other ordinary contents of a newspaper. 
But the interest and variety of its provincial 
news will form its distinguishing feature — The 
earliest and most correct intelligence on local sub- 
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jecta will be assiduovsly collected from all parts 
of the country; and the assistance which the 
Projectors are offered encourages them to prtimise 
largely in the department of Original Communica- 
tion. They are solicitous to direct the attention 
of tlieir countrymen to the investigation of the 
history and antiquities of tlie Northern Counties. 
— Much also remains to be said in delineation of 
the local scenery of tbis mountainous district ; and 
the change of manners has been so rapid and so 
marked during the last century, as to present a 
line field for striking description and interesting 
anecdote. The Mineralogy of the country has 
been very imperfectly explored. Occasional in- 
sular notices on this subject may draw the atten- 
tion of scientific persons, and lead to very 
important and beneficial results — ^To such com- 
munications the columns of the Courier shall be 
always open. Useful inventions in the arts and 
sciences will be regularly noticed, and early 
selections from new, popular, and expensive worlu 
will be frequently given. The Projectors further 
pledge themselves freely to administer, a>nd im- 
partially to apply, sidutary remedies for the 
correction of public abuses, with a aolicitude pro- 
portioned to tne extent and urgency of the evil." 

In M^ 1881 an Inverness man, the late 
Sir W. P. Andrew, Chairman of the jScinde, 
Delhi, and Punjaub Railway, contributed some 
reminiscences regarding the establishment of 
the paper, fle stated that as a boy at school 
ha well remembered hearing that the Courier 
was resolved on one evening after supper in 
his fatiier's house in Church Street. He was 
sure that Mr Ferguson, afterwards Provost, 
was of the party, and he thought also Bir 
Innes, of the Grocery. 'The paper was for 
many years printed and published over Ettles's 
shop in the High Street, in a house the pro- 
perty of my father, which afterwards was mine. 
The first editor was Mrs Jounstone, the author 
of several novels, such as 'Elizabeth de Bruce,' 
'Clan Alpin,' and 'Meg Dods' Cookery Book,' 
Ac. This lady afterwards edited Tait's Maga- 
zine. Mrs Johnstone was assisted in her 
labours by her husband, an old schoolmaster 
and good grammarian. As a boy it was my 
fortune to be boarded with them.'' From the 
first the paper had a literary character, and 
in its early issues there are long reviews of 
Scott's novel "Rob Roy," then newly pub- 
Ushed. 'nie late Dr Carruthers did not be- 
come editor until 1828, rather more than ten 
years aft«r the paper was started. 



134 Inverness Courier Index, [1S18 

The Courier in its early yean consisted of 
four Pfg^i fi^o columns in each or twenty in 
all. The page was four inches shorter than 
the present size. The prioe per copy was 
seyenpenoe, the same as its contemporary at 
the tune, though the original price of the 
Journal was sixpence. Thursday was selected 
as the da^ of publication for the Courier, and 
the imprint was as follows: — ^'Trinted and 
Published (for himself and other proprietors) 
by W. Ettles, bookseller, InTomess, to whom 
all oommunications are to be addressed. 
Orders will be received by Mr Sievwright, 
Edinburgh, and Messrs Newton A Co., War- 
wick Square, London. Price £1 12s per 
annum credit, and £1 10s when paid in ad- 
vance." 

We have followed the file of the Journal to 
the dose of 1817, and do not think it neces- 
sary to cull extracts from the Courier for the 
month of its issue during that year. We 
begin with 1818, and hope in due time to 
bring index and annals down to the end of the 
century. 

From the *' Inverness Courier,** 
1818. 

January 1. — ^A report is f^ven of the proceedings 
on the retirement of Sir William Grant, who 
had with distinction filled the office of Master 
of the Rolig for over sixteen yearn. Sir Wil- 
liam was bom at Elchies, on the banks of the 
Spey, in 1752, and died in 1832. His father 
James Qrant, was a small farmer in Morayahire, 
and afterwards became Collector of Customs in 
the Isle of Man. On the death of his parents, 
William was taken care of by his uncle, a 
wealthy Ix>nd(m merchant. He was educated at 
the Elgin Grammar School ^ at King's College, 
Aberdeen, and at the Umversity of Leyden, 
and afterwards passed for the English Bar at 
Lincoln's Inn. He represented the County of 
Banff in Parliament from 1796 to 1812. 
"Grant waa one of the few lawyers who made 
a great reputation in the House of Commons." 
(See Dictionary of National biography). 

Ibid. — The occupier of a small farm in the County 
of Nairn was tried before a Justice of Peace 
Court, for an assault on a poor woman, a neigh- 
bour whom he believed to oe guilty of bewitch- 
ing his son. The father tried to counteract the 
supposed witchcraft by "scoring the woman 
above the breath/* in ctiis instance scratching 



1818] File of Invemeu Courier, 135 

her forehead with a pin. "In consideration of 
oertain drcamstancee," which are not men- 
tioned, the Justioea limited the penalty to a 
fine of £2, with expenses, intimating that in 
future they would punish with rigour all such 
"absurd and unlawful practices.*' 

Ibid. — 'Ux Mackinnon of Corry and Colonel Iffac- 
donald of Lvnedale had erected two distilleries 
in Skye. llae size of each still was 100 gallons. 
About tftie same date a seizure of malt and 
whisky was made in Kintail, the officers de- 
stroying at least £160 worth of wash and 
utensils. 

January 8. — "We learn that the buHdinff of 
the piers at the Ferry of Invergordon wi& be 
carried into e£Fect durmg the season. The esti- 
mated expense is little more than £1000." 

January 15. — A paiagraph describes imp|t>ye- 
ments which had been effected on the Inverness 
Harbour. Previously the Harbour would not 
admit loaded vessels of a size above 130 tons 
burthen. It was now capable of admitting 
ships of 400 or 500 tons. From subsequent 
paragraphs we ^ther that the notice refers to 
the ^ombush pier. 

Ibid. — "Government has lately granted £500 in 
aid of oertain funds contributed and collected 
by the gentlemen of Skve in behalf of the starv- 
ing population of that island. It ought to be men- 
tioned to the honour of that worthy patriot and 
friend of the poor, Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., 
that to his indefatigable exertions and per- 
sonal representation to Lord Liverpool, the 
poor of okye are chiefly indebted for this last 
and most seasonable supply." 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that a mine of plumbago or 
graphite bad been discovered in Glenstrath- 
farar. It was situated! in a schistose rock close 
to the Farrar, and several tons of it had been 
turned out the previous summer. 

Ibid.— "On the 24th ult, died Mrs Fraser, aged 
103 years. She was born in Loohaber, but has 
resided in Kilmarnock for more than forty 
years. Her maiden name was Christina ICac- 
lachlan ; and what is most singular, her High- 
land pride would never allow ner to learn one 
word of En^sh." 

January 22.— 'Violent gales created great damage. 
The Dridge at Torgoil over the IfforriBon had 
been broken down, and it is stated that felled 
trees, belonging to a Greenock Company, to 
the number of 10,000, had been swept down b^ 
the river to Loch-Ness. In a previous issue it 
was reported that Aberdeen had lost 24,000 tons 
of iihipping by the gales. 

IWd.— "Alexander Brodie, Esq., father to the 
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Marchioness of Huntlj, died on the momine of 
the 16th inst., at his house in Sooth Audley 
Street, Grosyenor Square, London/' 

January 29. — ^It is stated that the fund raised in 
Inverness for the relief of the uneroplojr^ dtir- 
ing the winter of 1816 and 1817 amounted in 
subscriptions from individuals and donations 
from public bodies to the sum of £513. No 
fewer than 186 persons, with families dependent 
on them, were employed by this fund, and at 
the same time public improyements were 
effected. "Elegant and commodious roads have 
been made on both banks of the river; and 
extensive footpaths have been formed which 
certainly add much to the comfort and to the 
health of the inhabitante." 

Ibid. — "Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of Excise, lately 
discoTered a private still in Abriachan under 
▼ery singular circumstances. It was in a vault 
excavat^ in a rock which formed the founda- 
tion of a house. The floor of the apartment 
above it was paved, and likewise covered with 
a bed of clay to the depth of 18 inches, to pre- 
vent noiae. The entrance was from the stank 
or gutter of an adjoining byre. The smoke was 
conveyed into the common chimney of the 
house." Mr Bayne made his way to the spot 
by digging and boring, and among other utensils 
found a tun capable of containing 400 gallons. 

Ibid. — ^A daring theft is reported from Auchter- 
awe, near Fort- Augustus. Two men, " said to 
be from the western extremity of Lochaber,'* 
drove off at midday 101 sheep* from the farm, 
and marched openlj^ with them through Fort- 
Augustus on the high road to Fort- William. 
Hey stopped for refreshments at the Inn of 
Laggan, where a oerson who knew the sheep's 
marks suspected them, and, plying them with 
whisky, sent a messenger to the shepherds. At 
the last moment the thieves, though without 
their spoil, made their escape in a way suffi- 
ciently remarkable. "An individual of their 
own clan or name, which we forbear to men- 
tion, baving learned their embarrassment, con- 
trived to jom their company, and shortly After- 
wards 'accidentally' snuffed out the candle. 
Amid the darkness and confusion which ensue 1 
the thieves took the liberty to withdraw." 

Februarv 6. — "An amusing petition has been pre- 
sented to the Magistrates and Town Council of 
Inverness, signed bv almost sixty boys attend- 
ing Raining*s School, in which the petitioners 
deeply deplore some blunders lately committed 
in their attempts to entertain tJie congregation 
of the English Church with a tune after the 
forenoon service. They attribute their failure 
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to the want of music books, and therefore 
earnestly pray to be supplied witib them. We 
understand ibis humble request has been 
granted, and the Church Treasurer has been 
instructed immediately to furnish the number 
of books required." 

Ibid. — ^Typhus fever was at this time making 
great havoc in Forres. There had previously 
been a severe outbreak in several parts of Ire- 
land. 

February 19. — Died at Torbreck, on the 13th 
inst., in the 76tih year of her age, Mrs Ann 
Russell, wife of iUexander Fraser, Esq., of 
Torbreck. The paragraph speaks in very high 
terms of her piety and kindness. 

February 26.— On Tuesday, 17th, as persons were 
employed clearing the ground for a new church 
at Dunfermline, the coffin and bones of King 
Robert Bruce were discovered. The discovery 
created much interest. 

March 6. — ^There is a notice of the death of Mr 
Dempster of Dunnichen, who represented the 
Angus-shire Burghs during many Parliaments, 
and waa known as "The Independent Member*' 
of the House of Commons. After his retirement 
from Pai^iam^nt, Mt Dempster resided for 
several years at his brother's residence of Skibo, 
in Sutiierland. His efforts were directed to the 
agricultural improvement of the district. He 
erected two cotton mills at Spinninnrdale, on 
the Dornoch Firth. They were, however, too 
remote to be successful. 

March 12. — ^An extract from a Parliamentary 
paper gives an account of the progress made 
with the roads in Sutherland, some of which 
were completed and others approaching com- 
pletion. A special paragraph describes the 
works at the Mound, and ^ut difficulties which 
had been enoonntered and overcome. 

Ibid. — ^"'Colonel Grant of Gk>ant, besides making a 
considerable deduction from the rents of his 
tenants, has on a large scale supplied t^^e dis- 
trict with which he is more immediately con- 
nected with meal, which has been sold out to 
the tenants at prime cost. The cruel advantage 
w^irh in seasons of scarcity is sometimes taken 
of the inhabitants of inland districts is but too 
well known. We therefore welcome every op- 
portunity of paying our slender tribute oif sin- 
cere admiration to those Highland proprietors 
who, like Colonel Grant in the present instance, 
consider tsie case of the poor." Sir i95neas 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh and other proprie- 
tors gave about the same time large reduction?* 
of rent. On the whole, however, matters 
seemed to be improving. 

18 
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Ibid. — ^A Urse yeaiel, the Mincrvft, of New York, 
put in at Ullapool in a disabled state, and waa 
there d«fltroyed by fire. In less than three 
hours £160,000 worth of goods was consumed. 
"Fragments of silk and goods of all descriptions 
were washed sshore from the wreck." 

March 19. — Application was nude to the Court 
of Session to reduce the election of the Town 
Council of Inverness. The petitioners objected 
to the election on the ground that three of the 
members of Council were not eligible under the 
"set" or constitution of the bnrgh^ as they were 
"neither trafflrking merchants nor roaltmen.** 
Questions affecting the elections in Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen were at the same time before the 
Court. 

Ibid. — ^"On Tuesday se'enight, one of tlie men 
employed in cutting a road through the ruins 
of the Castle of Dingwall, the stronghold of the 
Earls of Ross, found a massive gold ring set 
with a single large diamond. It was discovered 
six feet beneath the surface, and within three 
feet of the foundation of the outer wall of the 
building. Although it bears no inscription, 
it may be inferred from the workmanship that 
it was made in an aj?e when the art« were in 
their infancy. The diameter is 9-10th9 of an 
inch within, and one inch when measured over." 

March 26. — ^There is a summary of an interesting 
paper read at the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
by Mr Thoma« Dick Lauder of Relugas (or 
liander Dick, as he was railed at this time), on 
the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy. The writer 
concluded that the roads were formed by lakes 
that had sunk to different levels, and he ad- 
vanced hvpotheses as to the nature of the bar- 
riers. The idea of an ice barrier had not 
occuired at this time. 

Ibid. — ^An advertisement shows that the estate of 
Sanquhar at Forres was at this time known by 
the name of Bird^yards. 

Tbid. — ^A large meetinc: e^ssembled- at Tain and 
r.irmed a Highland Society for the counties of 
Ross, Cromarty, and Sutherland. Those who 
attended the meeting were "clad in the complete 
costume of their respective clans." 

April 2. — Abriachan again figures as a notorious 
place of smugflrling. The Exrise oflloers found 
a number of illicit utensils in a cavern, nnd 
two still« in an adjoining birr*h wood. They 
were attacked by the people rolling down stones 
from the rocks, and a party of armed men had 
to be sent to the top for their protection. 
Ibid. — A paragraph nuoted from the "Courant" 
says : — "Last year Government sent down com 
to the distressed Highlanders in Inverness and 
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its neighbourhood, but being entirely destitute 
of mills for grinding it, they were under the 
necessity of returning the com. A few hori- 
zontal wind-mills will soon pay for themselves, 
and their singular and extensive usefulness will 
be speedily and powerfully experienced. They 
would cost from £100 to £200 each, according 
to size." 

Ibid. — A public meetiog ws0 held at Inverness, 
Mr Fraser of Relig in the chair, to express their 
confidence in Provost Robertson and their in- 
dignation at attacks made upon him in certain 
newspaper letters and paragraphs. 

Ibid. — ^'Married, on the 29th Mafch, at Heighin- 
ton, in the County of Durham, Duncan Gteorge 
Forbes, Esq. of Culloden, to Sarah, daughter 
of the late Rev. Joseph Walker, of Lanchester." 

April 9. — "The whole population of this county 
was so effectually drained by the late war that 
females bad gained a predominating and 
threatening ascendency in the scale of society. 
A mechanic in Campbelltown, near Fort- 
George, has done much to restore the equili- 
brium — Shaving lately christened his ninth son 
in succession, all of whom are in life." 

Ibid. — A letter in this issue mentions several in- 
teresting facts. There were two hemp manu- 
factories in the town, and one woollen factory, 
which produced tartan stuffs only. The other 
had been ffiven up for some years. Five vessels 
were employed in the London trade. There 
were three printing oflGlces in the town. 

April 16. — A heavy and protracted snow-storm 
had been experienced in the Highlands during 
the winter and spring. A paragraph in this 
issue says that "the loss of sheep on Highland 
farms hias been latterlv beyond calculation." 

April 23. — ^**Died, at Demies, near Nairn, on the 
3rd inst. in tiie 104th year of his age, John 
Reid, supposed to be the oldest soldier in his 
Maj€sty'8 dominions, having entered the serrice 
in the 2nd Battalion of the Ro^ral Soots 88 years 
ago." There is a notice of this veteran in our 
notes of 1811. He fought at Dettingen, Fon- 
tenoy, Culloden, at WaiS in Hollands and under 
Wolfe at Quebec. "At the peace of 1763 he was 
honourably discharged from the Royal Scots, 
and was appointed to the Independent Company 
of Invalids at Fort-Qeorge. About this time, 
being nearly 70 years of age, he took to himself 
a helpmate, by whom he hi^ a family of sons and 
daoignters, whom he brought up in habits of 
virtue and industry ; three o{ his sons survive 
him, who are all in the army : his youngest, a 
young man of great promise, is a sergeant in 
the 93rd or Sutherland Highlanders. Beid was 
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a native of Fordyce, in the oountv of B«jiff; 
waa of middle aize, well made, and of an open 
and prepoBseshing countenance; hia judgment, 
natuiaily vigorous, seemed no ways impaired 
with age ; and his memory, though heedleaa of 
'modem saws and inbtances/ waa mure reten- 
tive than that of most men at half his age." It 
is stated that his strength was such that in spite 
of his great aee, he scarcely passed a day with- 
out waikine three or four miles, and to the day 
of his death he was able, without the aid of 
glasses, to read his Bible. The writer of the 
notice suggesta that the people of Nairn and 
Fort-Ueorge should place & stone over the aged 
soldier s grave. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Inverness, on the 7th inst, Alex- 
ander Fraser, Esq., merchant, who in the vari- 
ous connections and transactions of trade, in all 
tiie social and domestic relations, throughout a 
long and active life, uniformly supported the 
character of a consistent, practical Christian." 
The paragraph goes on to speak in unusually 
high terms of Mr Fraser's piety and good deeds. 

Ibid. — ^"We beg to inform a correspondent that 
no inhabitant of this town is liable to toll on 
either of the bridges of the Ness." Apparently, 
however, outsiders paid toll. 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent gives a summary of part 
of the contents of Burt's Letters, of which an 
edition had recently been published. The 
correspondent, comparing the Highlands in 
1818 witii their condition in Burt's time, 
scarcely a hundred years before, says — "From 
Edinburgh to Inverness and from Inverness to 
John 0'Groat*s House, it is now possible to 
travel without crossing a ferrv or fording a 
river, or even encountering a descent where 
the necessity of using a dra^ chain is required." 
Besides the roads executed m the various coun- 
ties in virtue of their respective road Acts, the 
great lines of communication had been under- 
taken end executed at the joint expense of 
Qovernment and of the Highland proprietors. 
"By the last report of the Commissioners it 
appears that under the Act 44 George 3 Cap. 
75, tliey had nearly finished 950 miles of new 
roads and 1100 bridges, at an expense of about 
£427,500 sterling— one-half of which was con- 
tributed by the Qovernment and the other half 
by the Highland proprietors. Of this immense 
sum, about £138,358 14s 2d was laid out on the 
County of Inverness alone." 

April 30. — ^The anniversary of the Medical Society 
of the North was held on the 27th inst. Its 
affairs were in, a prosperous condition. A pro> 
fessional library and a fund for the erection of 
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a boilding to accommodate the Society were 
commenced ; and a scale for the guidance of the 
public in settling accounts waa adopted. The 
following gentlemen were elected office-bearers 
for the ensuing year: — President — ^P. Macar- 
thur, Esq., Delnies; vice-presidents — N. Smith, 
M.D., Forres; William Kennedy, M.D., In- 
verness; Alexander Maodonald, M.D., Inver- 
ness. Council — J. Robertson y M.D., Inver- 
ness; J. £. Qray, do., Inverness; M. Bethune, 
surgeon, Inverness ; M. Bethune, do. ; J. Inglis 
Nicol, secretary. 
Ibid. — At the Circuit Court on the 28th, two men 
fiom Rothiemurchus were tried on a charge of 
having murdered Alexander Robertson, late 
ensign in the Royal Westminster Middlesex 
Militia. It appears that a party dined at Dell, 
and afterwards adjourned to the Boat-house of 
Rothiemurchus, where they drank whisky toddy 
and indulged in a good deal of horseplay, which 
ended in a series of scuffles. The deceased re- 
ceived a blow on the temple which caused him to 
reel, and inflicted a wound from which blood 
proceeded. He walked three or four miles the 
same night, and several the following day; 
but then took to his bed, and died after linger- 
ing for five weeks. The question was whether 
there was any instrument in the hand of the 
man who inflicted the blow. Apparently there 
was not. He was, however, convicted of 
culpable homicide and sentenced to 14 years' 
transportjybion. The report gives no evidence 
of any kind against his companion, and he was 
unanimously acquitted. Another curious case 
at the same Court was that of a man from 
Ross-shire, charged with the crime of attempt- 
ing to induce a physician to enter into a con- 
spiracy to administer poison to his wife. The 
accused pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 9 
montihs* imprisonment in the jail of Tain. A 
man accused of sheep-stealing failed to appear, 
and was outlawed. The presiding Judge, Lord 
Qillies, expressed his regret that sheep-stealing 
was now becoming alarmingly frequent, and 
he declared that if anv persons were convicted 
of the crime the highest penalty of the law 
would be inflicted. He said that at the Aber- 
deen Circuit a young man, found guilty of 
sheep-stealing, had been condemned to death, 
although he was but 17 years of as;e. This 
sentence was actually oarried into e£Feot. 
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No. XTTT. 

A General Election occurred in the summer 
of 1818, when Mr Charles Grant, senior, re- 
tired from the representation of the County, 
and the younger Charles, afterwards Lord 
Gienelg, succeeded him as County member. 
The latter, since November 1811, had repre- 
sented the Inverness District of Burghs, and 
was now suooeeded by Mr George Cumming. 
The Highland Lady, daughter of Sir J. P. 
Grant of Rothiemurchus, has an interesting 
passage in her Reminiscences regarding the 
two Grants. Writing under date 1814 she 
says: — 

''There was a party at Belleville during some 
days when, for toe first time to my recollection, 
1 saw him whom by courtesy for many years we 
continued to call young Charles Grant. Writing 
that onoe familiar name is pleasant to nie, re- 
calling so much that was enjoyable, although some 
little that awakens regret. He was no ordinary 
man, and to be so thoroughly estranged from one 
who had been quite a son of the house, a dear elder 
brother, is cause for grief in a world where few of 
us ever suit sufficienUy for intimacy. There waj* 
no fault on either part, it was meiely that our 
paths through life lay differently. His father iiad 
been with us most summers ; he was our county 
member, so had to come to look after political 
interests. He was now intending to introduce his 
son to the electors against the time when he 
should himself, from age or weariness, disincline 
to continue in Parliament. The north country 
owed him much; we got canals, roads, bridges, 
cadetships. and writershipe in almost undue pro- 
portion. My father, his firm friend and most 
useful supporter, seldom applied' in vain for any- 
thing in the old Director's power to give. We 
had reason to be grateful for all his many kind- 
nesses, but he was never to any of us the delight-- 
ful companion that we found his son. 

"Young diaries was at this time deeply in love 
with Enulia Cumming [of Altyre]. 8he was a 
lovely-looking woman — not a regular beauty, but 
more attractive than many handsome persons. Old 
Charles Grant had reasons for forbidding a mar- 
riage between them, and tliey were good ones, 
acquiesced in by his son, who yet had not the 
resolution to avoid her society. Year after vear 
he dangled about her till her youth and her beauty 
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went, and he foundf abeence no longer a difficnlty. 
Neither of them married. 

"If re ICacpherson [of Belleyille] who had known 
him from a child, was really absurdly attached to 
him. She was anxious we should make an agree- 
able impression on each other. I do not remem- 
her that he spoke ten words to me, nor looked a 
second time at the childish girl quite overpraised 
to him. On m^ part half a look was enough ; I 
thought him hid«ous, tall, thin, yellow, grave, 
with sandy hair, small light eyes, and a shy. awk- 
ward manner, though nearly as old as my father, 
and already of some note among clever men. 
These were the dear friends of other days I We 
have often laughed over our introduction." 

The action which was raised at the instance 
of Mr James Lyon for the reduction of the 
election of the Town Council and Magistrates 
of Inverness came to a close in December 
1818. The bnrgh was for a time disfranchised. 
The late James Suter says, under this' year's 
date : — ^''The late Magistrates were appointed 
by the Court of Session interim managers for 
two years, at the termination of whidi they 
were re-appointed." This is substantially, but 
not strictly, accurate. According to the set or 
constitution of the burgh framed in 1676 it 
was provided that "aU persons to be chosen 
Councillors or Magistrates in time coming, 
within this burgh, shall be actual residenters 
within the samen and liberties thereof, and 
actual trafficking merchants or maltment 
allenarly." The objection taken by Mr Lyon 
was that one Councillor (an ez-Provost) and 
two Bailies were neither trafficking menmants 
nor maltmen. The Magistrates contended 
that this supposed requisite had been abro- 
gated by usage and had fallen into desuetude. 
The Court of Session resolved to have the fol- 
lowing issue tried by jury : — ^**Wbether it has 
been an usage or practice in the Burgh of In- 
verness, for a period of forty years or upwards, 
to elect Magistrates or Councillors without re- 
gard to the fact whether the said persons were 
or were not at the period of such election 
actual trafficking merchants or maltment with- 
in the burgh." When the issue had been 
specified, the question arose as to where the 
trial should take place. The Provost and 
Magistrates wL<died to have it at Inverness. 
Mr liyon contended that a fair trial could not 
be obtained before an Inverness jury, and 
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moved to have it in Edinburgh. The point 
was decided in his farour, and the Magistrates 
then abandoned the defence and allowed judg- 
ment to be given against them, ''rather than 
submit to the inconvenience, disadvantages, 
and expense" that a trial in Edinburgh would 
involve. The Court of Session, however, dis- 
posed to countenance authority, and consider- 
ing the error a mere technicality, supported 
the Magistrates and Town Council as far as 
they could. They retained all the qualified 
Magistrates as managers of the town's affairs, 
and allowed them to select other two in room 
of the men whose qualifications were found in- 
adequate. 

The same year the question which had arisen 
in Aberdeen was decided. The state of affairs 
in that city had no parallel in Inverness. Be- 
hind the question of technicality there were 
grievances of the most substantial kind. 
''Aberdeen," says Mr Spencer Walpole, ''was 
one of the worst examples of an unreformed 
corporation. The burgh was corrupt; the 
revenues were insufficient to pay the interest 
of its debt ; the Magistrates were themselves 
of opinion that some change should be effected 
in the manner of electing the Council, and 
that an effectual control should be given to 
the citizens over the expenditure of the town's 
office-bearers. An opportunity for reforming 
Aberdeen occurred in 1817. By the con- 
stitution of the burgh forty persons were ap- 
pointed to take part in the annual election of 
the Magistrates. In the absence of one of 
the forty, a person possessing the qualification 
of the absentee was required to be elected as 
proxy for him. In 1817 a proxy was elected 
who could not prove that he was a burgess. 
The Government, on being made acquainted 
with the facts, 'reduced' or voided the •^lec- 
tion. Instead, however, of declaring a poll 
election, and authorising the burgesses to elect 
their own Magistrate!*i, the Goivemment 
authorised the Magistrates to proceed to a 
fresh election. The Magistrates at Aberdeen, 
in their judgment, had innocently fallen into 
a trivial error." At this time, indeed, the 
Government, alarmed by agitation, set their 
face against anything in the nature of re- 
form. 
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From the ** Inverness Courier, ^^ 
1818 (Continnedl). 

May 14.— It is stated that within the last few 
yean the exportation of wood from the port of 
tnyerikees had become a business of considerable 
importance, and the Magistrates now appointed 
two competent persons as sworn measurers. 
The two were Evander Campbell and Hector 
Douglas. 

Ibid. — ^"At a Justice of Peace Court held here on 
Tuesday last, for the conviction of persons for 
trespasses against the Excise laws, sixteen 
offenders were fined £20 and nine £25 for 
illegal distillation, and two from Strathglass to 
the extent of £60 each. Several persons were 
fined smaller sums for malting, &c. The Jus- 
tices expressed their determination to put a 
stop to a traffic so extremely injurious to the 
best interests of the country." 

Ibid.— "The news of the birOi of a son and heir 
to the ancient and popular family of Seaforth 
has been received by the Clan Btackenzie and 
throughout the North with lively demonstra- 
tions of joy. From this quarter we could 
descr^^ the bionfires playing on the hills of Ross- 
shire in honour of the welcome stranger." 

May 21.«"Upward8 of 1500 head of cattle passed 
through this town last week, and about 500 
were driven to the west, by Fort-Augustus. 
They were purchased at the Kose-shire Trysts 
at nearly double the price which the same de- 
scription of cattle brought last season." 

Ibid. — ^The County of Banff, at their general 
meeting oo. 30th April, resolved on making an 
anplication for a mail coach, with the full com 
piement of four horses, to Uie North of Aber- 
deen, in place of the present mail diligence. 

May 28.-— ''The Highland Society of Scotland 
have, in a very patriotic manner, offered a 
premium of 50 gumeas for the best essav on 
the means of attaining so desirable an object 
as the introduction of railways for the purposes 
of general carriage." 

Ibid.— It is stated that 90 Chelsea pensioners, 
afflicted with blindness, were residing in In- 
verness and neighbourhood. Fourteen had 
been selected to go to London to undergo an 
operation in the hope that they might recover 
their sight. 

Ibid. — "Loch-Ness is now enlivened by a number 
of small vessels passing to and from Fort- 
Augustus, where the operations of the Canal 
are in the greatest activity. During the last 
week eight sloops were on the lake at one time." 

June 4. — "The advantages of the Caledonian Canal 

19 
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to the district through which it paises be^fai 
already to be manifest. English coals, which 
formerly were cairied over-land from this town 
to Fort-Aagustus, and sold there at 4s 6d ner 
barrel, have been sold this summer in that 
hbourhood, when brought by the Canal, at 



Ibid. — A paragraph from am Aberdeen paper 
states that on the 23rd ult., the dead body of 
a man named Robert €k>oden or Goodwin, a 
soap-boiler, and a native of the pariah of Forres, 
had been found in the Clyde. The "Courier'* 
adds — '*We observe from the description and 
name of the person alluded to that he was the 
same individual who, on the 12th March 1801, 
while employed in his usual occupation of 
candle-making in Inverness, left Iiis tallow 
kettle to boil over, by which the house was set 
on fire, and before the accident was discovered, 
the firis had communicated to a quantity of 
gunpowder (not less than 8^ barrels), which 
exploded : 14 persons lost their lives, and the 
shock and destruction thus occasioned will ever 
be remembered in Inverness by all who experi- 
enced the sad effects of it." 

Ibid. — "On Saturday the General Assembly took 
into consideration a reference from the Presby- 
teries of Strathbogie and Aberlour. referring to 
the Assembly the conduct of Mr John Macdon- 
ald, minister of Urquhart, in preaching in other 
parishes than his own within the boundls of the 
above Presbyteries. Mr Cruickshanks, a mem- 
ber of the Presbytery of Strathbogie, was heard 
in support of the reference, and Mr Macdonald 
in explanation. After long reasoning, a motion 
was made satd carried prohibiting £e practice 
referred to." A somewhat fuller report of the 
case is given in the next issue. 

June 11. — **We are glad to observe that the Magis- 
trates have employed workmen to make a 
covered d)rain to convey the water which runs 
down Church Street, from the old Grammar 
School lane across the street and through the 
opposite lane to the river. Independently of the 
comfort that will be derived from having th<» 
dirty water conveyed under ground, instead of 
on the surface of the street, this will really be 
a considerable improvement, by doing away 
with the disagreeable hollow in the street at 
that place, which was very dangerous and annoy- 
ing for carriages and carts." 

Ibid. — ^The annual meeting of the Northern Mis- 
sionary Society was held at Inverness. Ap- 
propriate sermons were preached bv the ^vcv. 
John Macdonald of Urquhart and the Rev. 
Angus Mackintosh, of Tain. The amount of 
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collectaons, BubscriptioDB, axkd doaatioiis was 
£88 138 id, includmff £10 from the parish of 
Killearnan, sent bj the Rev. John Kennedy. 

Jnne 18.— On Wednesday, 10th cart., Parliament 
was dissolved by the Prince Regent in person, 
who went in state to the House of Peers. 

Ibid. — There is a glowing report of the Inverness 
Sheep and Wool Market, which had "answered 
every expectation formed of it." It is stated 
that' blackfaced wool, which sold last ^ear at 
18s and 19s per double stone, brought this year 
from 408 to 46s. Cheviot wool, which brought 
last year 20s to 21s, sold this year from 40s to 
428 per single stone. Wedders, which sold last 
year at 15s and 16s, sold this year at from 20s 
to 308. Lambs brought last year 5e, this year 
from 88 to lOs. "Thus the prices are fully a 
hundred per cent, above those of last year, and 
about 150 per cent above those of 1816. We 
learn that one gentleman has refused £5 per 
stone for a parcel of merino wool.'* 

Ibid.— There is a report c^ a dluel in Rosa-diire 
between two gentlemen, designated as Messrs 
H.M. and D.R. They met at an early hour, 
and fired at the same time without effect. Tlieir 
friends suggested a reconciliation, but one of 
the parties insisted on another exchange of 
shots. On this occasion the pistol of one (the 
less aggressive) missed fire, iwd' he declined to 
avail himself of tne advantage of firing affain. 
"Such honourable conduct disarming hostility, 
a reconciliation was effected, and the parties left 
the field good friends." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains the address of Mr 
Charles Grant, senior, who was retiring from 
the representation of the county of Inverness, 
and the address of his son, Mr Charles Grant, 
junior, who was leaving the Burghs to succeed 
as member for the County. The father, who 
had sat through a period of sixteen years, full, 
as he said, "of momentous events' observed 
that he could not "contemplate the cessation of 
the public connection which had so long sub- 
sisted wi&out feelings of affectionate regret." 
His wishes had been ardent both for the great 
interests of the country, and for the particular 
welfare of the county to which he was bound 
by so many ties. "But of any services that I 
have rendered to either, it will perhaps be safer 
for me to rest in the opinion wnich your kind- 
ness may have led you to form than to offer any 
sentiment of my own; for I indeed sincerely 
lament that I have not done mcx-e." His son, 
in soliciting election, expresses the desire to be 
useful both to the county of Inverness and to 
the country at large. He does not think it 
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neoeMary to lay much, because with many of 
the freeholdera be enjoyed tbe bappineas of 
private friendship, and to ail of them hia public 
principles and conduct were sufficiently known. 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 12th inst., in the 60th year 
of his age, Robert Nicholson, £aq» late Ad- 
jutant of the Invemese Recruiting District, 
having faithfuUy served his King and country 
in different quarters of the globe for the long 
period of 43 yean." 

Ibid. — An advertisment states that the Marquis 
of Stafford has agreed to erect a distillerv on 
the river Brora for the accommodation of the 
Sutherland tenants. They desire to engage 
"with some person of skill ond capital incSned 
to embark in such an undertaking. ' 

Ibid. — "The non-commissione i officers and privates 
of the 93rd Regiment of Sutheriand Highlanders, 
while serving their country in the South of 
Africa, contributed in the course of 18 months 
no less than £1000 in aid of missionary so- 
cieties; and at the same time they subscribed 
£78 to the Gaelic School Society. So distin- 
guished an instance of liberality on the part of 
these men, in connection with their exemplary 
moral conduct and their bravery in the field, 
completely justifies that illustrious statesman 
Lord Chatham in the encomiums which iie be- 
stowed on these hardy mountaineers." 

June 25. — ^'^We see with much pleasure that a new 
line of road to the town from Telfoidl Street, 
by the Stone Bridge, has just been marked out. 
The present entrance in that direction passes 
through all the filth of the Green of Muirtowu, 
which is by far the most disagreeable and ir- 
regular access to the town ; the new entrance 
wfll p'ass directly from the line of elegant 
buildings in Telford Street, through the field 
on the north of the hovels on the Green, by 
Weirs Foundry, to the fine embankment lately 
formed on the west side of the river. The 
pround to be occupied bv the new road, which 
IS to be forty feet broad, has, we understand, 
been iioerally given for the purpose by the pro- 
prietor, Mr Duff of Muirtown, without any 
remuneration ; and we have no doubt that his 
pubhc spirit will be rewarded' by the enhanced 
value of his fine property adjoining, which 
affords most eligible sites for building. Few 
individuals in this quarter have done more for 
the improvement of tbe neighbourhood of In- 
verness than this gentleman. 

%Tuly 2. — ^"The Court of Session has ordered a proof 
to be taken before a jury in the question now 
pending regarding the last election of Magis- 
trates for Inverness. The point at issue is 
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this — ITie set of the burffh, according to the 
letter, requires that the Town Council should 
consist of 21 members, vis., 18 burgesses, who 
are actually trafficking merchants or maltmen. 
and 3 deacons of crafts. The complainer, James 
Lyon, asserts that at the last election three ' 
gentlemen were appointed, viz., Provost (vil- 
zean^ Bailie Alexander Mankf>nirie, banker ; and 
Bai'ke Farquhar Maodooald, who, though resi- 
dent burgesses and guild brethren, yet are 
neither trafficking merchants nor maltmen ; and 
prays for this reason that the whole election be 
declared null and void. The Town Council de- 
fends the nomination of the persons objected to 
on various grounds, but principally on that of 
confirmed usase. The Court sustains the 
argument of ^e Magistrates that in such a 
case a certain extent of practice may sanction 
a deviation from written law, and orders the 
present proof to ascertain how far the Magis- 
trates can on this plea support their election." 
The case was not expected to be submitted to 
the jury until the following November. 

Ibid. — Mr J. P. Qrant of Rotniemurchus lost his 
seat for Grimsby. 

Ibid.— '*Died here on the 16th June, aged 89 
years, Alexander Macbean, who for a number of 
years acted as janitor of the Inverness 
Academy. Many of our jroung countrymen 
now situated in mstant regions will read this 
notice with affectionate regret ; the name of this 
onoe lively friend of their 'smiling boyhood* 
will call back to memory the sp<Hrtful scenes 
of early vears, and 'touch a chord in their hearts 
that will vilirate with the sounds of other 
times.' " 

July 9. — ^There was a contest for the representa- 
tion of the County of Ross, the candidates being 
Mr Thomas Macjoenzie, yr. of Applecross, and 
Mr Alexander Fraser of Inchcoulter. The free- 
holders met at Tain. The first trial of strength 
was for the election of Chairman, when Sir 
Hector Mackenzie, Bart, of Gairloch, was ap- 
pointed by a majority of 6 votes, in preferenct 
to Mr Hugh Innes of Lochabh (28 to 22). Th* 
election of Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross, 
was movt>d by Mr Mackenzie of Kilcoy, and 
seconded by liEr Macleod of Oeanies, Sheriff of 
the County. The election of Mr Fraser of Inch- 
coulter was moved by Colonel Munro of Cul- 
caim, and seconded by Mr Mackenzie of Mount- 
gerald. The vote resulted — ^For Applecross, 
29; for Inchcoulter, 23; majority for Apple- 
cross, 6. The Highland Lady describes the 
new member as a man of abiaty, and "the catch 
of the North Country from the extent of his 
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He ndTer» howeTer, enjoyed robust 
ilth/ ''Immediately after hia election, Iff 

Mackenzie ordered a dinner to the prisonen in i 

the jails of Tain» Dingwall, and Fortrose. He | 

also sent a donation to the poor of each of these 

burghs." 
July 16. — On the previous Tuesday Mr Charles 

Grant yr., was ananimonsly elected M.P. for 

the county of Inverness. His father presided 

at the meeting. The election of the new mem- 
ber was mov^ by Colonel Macdonell of Qlen- 

earry, and seconded by Mr Baillie of Dochfour. 

Mr Clxarles Grant, yr., now became Secretary 

for Ireland. 
Ibid. — ^At the same meeting of freeholders, Mac- 

leod of Mackod proposed that Mr Charles 

Grant, senior, be requested to sit for his por- 
trait, to be hung up in the Court-n^om as a 

permanent mark of the esteem which the county 

entertained for him on account of his Parlia- 
mentary conduct and private worth and vir- 
tues, lliis nroposal met with cordial approba- 
tion. At the same time an address, signed by 

the freeholders, was presented to the late mem- i 

ber. 
Ibid. — ^Mr George Gumming, London, one of the 

Altyre family, was elect^ M.P. for the Inver- I 

ness District of Burghf*. The returning burgh 

was Nairn. The name of Sir Wm. Gordon- 

Oumming was first mentioned for the vacancy, 

but he gave way to his relative. — Mr Hugh 

Innes of Lochalsh was re-elected member for the 

Northern Burghs. — ^Mr Macleod, yr. of Cad- 
boll, was elected for the counties of Cromarty 

and Nairn. — Colonel Francis William Grant of 

Grant was elected' for Morayshire. — ^Mr Robert 

Grant (another son of Mr Charles Grant of 

Watemiah) was elected for the Elgin District 

of Burghs. — Mr Grant of Ballindalloch was 

elected for the County of Sutherland. — The Earl 

of Fife was elected ^or the County of Banff. 
July 23.— Mr George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster, was 

elected M.P. for Caithness.— Captain G. H. 

Dundas, R.N., was, after a contest, elected for 

Orkney and Shetland. 
Ibid. — ''The site of tiie stronghold of the once 

powerful Earls of Ross at Dingwall haa been 

levelled this season, and is now under crop 

There remaineth but a single fragment of the 

building to mark where a castle had been." Iliis 

fracnnent, we believe, still remains. 
August 6. — ^It is stated that the sunmier was the 

warmest since that of 1779. A very early har- 
vest was expected. 
Ibid. — A correspondent complains that horses were 

driven like soeep or cows to be watered at the 
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river. "It is a common tiling to see half-a- 
dozen of them at a time galloping through one 
of those very nairow lanes which ran from 
Church Street to the river, and that* too, wheo 
the lane is full of people passing and repassinff." 

August 20. — "Hie new walk on the baiDc of Uie 
Ness, called the Ivies' Walk, from its having 
been formed last year at the expense of some 
respectable ladies, has lately been much im- 
proved ; and the injuries done to it by the 
nigh floods during the last winter are now com- 
pletely repaired. The money presently laid out 
on this pleasant promenade is supplied by the 
amount of a bet on the issue of the late Par- 
liamentary election for this District of Burghs, 
which the winner generously appropriated for 
the purpose ; and some small subsciptions from 
a few individuals." 

August 27. — ^A paragraph draws attention to the 
hardships to which Highland reapers were ex- 
posed by going South before there was employ- 
ment for them. Hiis season, however, the 
harvest was so early that little henn could be 
done by an early arrival. 

September 3. — ^The annual report of the Cale- 
donian Canal (dated October 1817) mentions 
that the nuarry at Redcastle had been woriced 
from March to July in order to procure stones 
for the hollow quoins, segment stones, and 
pavement for the lower recesses of the lock at 
Fort-Augustus. "The vessels which carry 
materials, &c., from Clachnaliarry to Fort- 
Augustus have now navigated Lodi-Ness two 
years without any accident or even the slightest 
injnry." 

Ibid. — The Inverness Town Council made some 
modification on the table of shore dues. "It is 
said that the value of these dues, which sold at 
the roup last year for £685, will be reduced 
about £60 by ihe change." 

Ibid. — The nineteenth anniversary of the North- 
ern Ifiaaionary Society was held at Tain on 
26th August, when the Pev. Jolrn Mecdonald 
of Urquhart jpreacbed in English, and the Rev. 
John Kennedy, Killeaman, preached in Gaelic. 
"The collections, donations, and subscriptions 
on this occasion amounted to £88 ISs 3^, in 
which sum is included £10, per the Rev. Mr 
Macdonald. from the Ferrinto^h Penny-a-Week 
Society, and £6 88, per the Rev. Mr Forbes, 
from a similar Association in the parish of 
Tarbet; by this accession to their funds, the 
Society were enabled to vote for the London 
Missionary Society, £100 ; the Edinburgh Mia- 
sionarv Societv £100 ; the Hibernian Society, 
£50 ; the Moravian Society, £50 ; and to the 
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Society for the Gonyeraon of tiie Jewi, £50 ; 
total--£360.** 

Ibid-^'ln the little port of Hehntdale, where mx 
rears ago there waa not a hut nor a fiahing 
boat» aeveral curing-houeea are erected on the 
inoft approved plan, and the nnmber of boats 
amounts to 140. Upwards of 15,000 bairela of 
herrings have been cured here this seaaon, be- 
aidea a quantity which has beeoi smoked/* 

September 17.— JLn adyertisement in thia issue 
calls a meeting for the purpose of taking steps 
to erect bridgea connecting the Islands with 
"the much-freqoented waUu on both sides of 
the riyer.'* A paragraph states that excellent 
paths had already been formed on both banks 
of the riyer, but the Islands remained isolated. 
[By the way, the spot is cailed "Island " not 
"Idands"; possibly the central channel had 
not then been formed.] 

Ibid. — "The workmen employed in digging out 
grayel from the sunmiit of the Hill aboye the 
Haugh Brewery found last week the skeletons 
of three grown persona in coffins, the bones 
perfectly entire. A body waa found in a similar 
situation last year near the same place. Re- 
port will have it that the brow of the hill was 
uaed in former timea aa a burying-place for the 
unfortunate persons who were executed in this 
quarter, and there is some colour of truth in 
the supposition from its yicinity to the old place 
of execution in the Oallow Muir. Some old 
inhabitante of the town, on the other hand, say 
that when the Duke of Cumberland's army 
yisited Inverness in Aprii 1746, after the battle 
of Culloden. many deaths occurred amongst his 
men, and that some of them were interred in 
this ground." 

September 24. — The previous day a meeting took 
place in the Athensaum to consider the pro- 
posed erection of chain bridges to connect the 
Island with the river banks. Mr Fraser, yr. of 
Torbreck, presided. TTie meeting resolved to 
proceed with the scheme, and upwards of £100 
was at once subscribed. A week afterwards 
the subscriptions cunounted to £^. 

Ibid. — Mr James Robertson, M.D.. wsa re-elected 
Provost. There were two ei Provosts in the 
Council y namely, James Grant and Thomae 
Gilzean. 

Ibid. — A proposal was made to start a mail dili- 
gence to Thurso. The Magistrates and Council 
agreed to allow it to pass eituer of the bridges 
toll free, and the same privilege was granted 
at Bonar-Bridge and Helmsdale. The counties 
of Ross and Sutherland had each subscribed 
£200 to assist the movement. The dili^nce 
was expected to start in the following spnng. 
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Ibid. — At the Cbcuit Conit, held on the IQth. hut. , 
^ere were nine oaees, aix of which were for 
attanlting and deforcinir Revenue officers. 1^ 
persons convicted were sentenced to VBrious 
terms of imprisonment. 

October 1. — At the Michaelmas Head Court the 
Constabks for the current year were bwmu in. 
ProTost Robertson addressed them on the occa- 
sion. "He stated that they were chosen from 
emong their townsmen as Oonstables in con- 
sequenoe of being heads <A families and 
men of respectable character ; and he requested 
that ther ahould continue to exhibit that pro- 
priety oi behaviour and moderation in the exer- 
cise of their public duties which had hitherto 
distinguished them. He especially recom- 
mendwi to them a rigid enforcement, in so far 
as depended on them, of the public duties of 
the Sabbath, and a vigilant superintendence of 
public-houses ; also a constant co-operation with 
the Society for the suppression of begginf^. He 
next stated that it was the firm determination 
of the Magistrates to put a stop to the per- 
nicious and dangerous practice of allowing horses 
to ffo to the water without some persons to 
lead them, and requested the Constables, for 
the safety of their own families as well as for 
the good of the community, to be vigilant in 
detecting and brinsing to punishment any who 
might henceforth <mend in thia particular. He 
also generally recommended to them the care 
of the public walks, the banks of the river, and 
other matters of police regulation. He con- 
cluded the addlress with an earnest exhortation 
to them, and to heads of families in general, 
to impress on the minds of their inmates and of 
all under their guidance the necessity of keep- 
ing r^ffnlsi^ hours." 

Ibid.— The revenue of the town from Petty 
Customs and pontasreg amounted this year to 
£308 ; from shore dues and anchorage, £575 ; 
from all sources, £990. In 1817 the toUl was 
£1096, but in 1816 only £882. 

October 8. — ^"On Tuesday evening a meeting of 
the Corporation of Wrights and Coopers was 
held for the purpose of forwarding the cause of 
Burgh Reform in this town ; several resolutions 
in favour of that object being proposed, were 
rejected without a division. This Corporation 
is the most numerous and respectable of the six 
Trades; it contains above 30 out of the 75 
burgeswfl which form the whole of the Trades* 
Burgesses of this town.'* 

October 15.— Olie Right Hon. Charles Grant, 
M.P. for the county of Inverness, and Chief 
Secretary for Ireland, was present with his 

30 
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lather, and with the Lotd-IieiitenMit and ofther 
diitangniehed gaeete, eA a banquet given at 
Dnblin on the 3rd kuL br the neir Lord Mayor, 
Alderman ICKennj. l£e health of the CJhief 
Secretary waa drunk amid loud applanae, and 
Mr Grant replied. An incident is noticed in 
the report. "When Mr Qrant condnded and 
took his seat, the bend instantly played *Grop- 
pies lie down.' The Loi^d Mayor durected a look 
of astonishment and rebuke towards the 
orchestra, and the tnne was disoontinned.*' 

Ibid. — ^The Magistrates and Town Council voted 
£70 to assist m the construction of Uie new line 
of road "maiked out in the direction of Telford 
Street from the river side to avoid passing 
through the Qreen of Mnirtown." 

Ibid. — Many ingenious efforts were made about 
this time to discover '^perpetual motion," and 
claimants to the discovery freouently appeared. 
Among the rest, Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of 
Ezdae, Inverness, believed that he had con- 
structed a perpetnally moving timepiece. "The 
machine is sept in motion by means of magnetic 
attraotion; but in the construction of it Mr 
Bayne makes use of but one magnet [another in- 
ventor reqmred two]. It is onl^ abont six 
months since this very ingenions timepiece wa«i 
shown to ns, but there are several inhabitants of 
this place who have seen it going these two 



October 29. — ^llie Northern Meeting began on the 
21st. The Marquis and Marchioness of Huntly 
were present. Hon. Mrs Stewart Mackenzie of 
Seaforth and Hon. Mrs Fraser of Lovat sent in 
abundant supplies of venison, muirfowl, and 
ptarmigan. 

Ibiid. — At a meeting of the Forres Trafalgar Club 
a sum of forty guineas, to purchase a marble 
bust of Lord Nelson to be placed in the monu- 
ment on Cluny Hill, was announced as the dona- 
tion of the Rev. Hugh Fraser, Georgetown, 
South Carolina. The Rev. John MacdoneU 
proposed that a Committee should be appointed 
to procure busts both of Lord Nelson and the 
Marquis of Huntly. This was agreed to with 
aockunation. The company consisted of fifty- 
five gentlemen, some of whom bed come from a 
great distance. Among them were many naval 
and military officers who had distinguished 
themselves in the service of their coun^. 

November 6. — The woollen factory at Inverness 
belonginff to Messrs Mackenzie, Gk>rdon, & Co. 
is advertised for sale. The houses were in the 
Haugh, the store room at the Shore, and the 
carding and wanlk mills on t^e bank of the 
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Ibid.— "It is calculated that the blade cattle, wocd, 
sheep, and herrings sold and sent from the 
HigMsdid district of Scotland north of the Snej 
to the other quarters of the Kingdom witnin 
the last six months amount in value to at least 
£500,000 ; a greater sum than was perhaps ever 
before reoeiv^ in one year from the whole pro- 
duce of this disMct We are happy in being 
able to state that these ffreat branches of our 
proTindal exports have been at no period in 
more flourishing circumstances than at present 
The only extensive manufactories in this quar- 
ter, namely, those of hemp-bag^ng, begin to 
participate likewise in the rapidly returning 
prosperity of the country." 

Ibid. — ^An article uppears in the same number on 
the subject of burgh reform. Hie writer is in 
favour of reform, but points out that the 
affairs of the town of Inverness are well 
administered. "The revenue of this town," he 
says, "is £1559, of which every shillinff is 
honestly expendied for the public good, and, in 
as far as we can judge, as discreetly as nonestlv. 
In this town more money is devoted to the 
support of schools than in any other town of 
the E^gdom with double the revenue; and it 
is a singular and an honourable fact that not a 
sinffle ^ass of wine is from year's end to year's 
end paid for from the public funds for the 
entertainment of public men." This, it may be 
remarked, forms a striking contrast to the state 
of affairs in the bur^ of Pittenweem. The 
revenue of that burgh was £300, and it was re- 
presented in Parliament by the Lord Advocate. 
In a note to a Parliamentary return, it is stated, 
on the authority of the Provost and Town- 
Clerk, "that the balance of its income is mostly 
expended in the annual election dinner of thie 
Magistrates and in celebrating the King's birth- 
day." 

November 12. — A smart shod: of earthquake was 
felt in Inverness and neighbourhood on 10th 
inst It occurred at 20 minutes past midnight, 
and was felt along the banks of Loch-Ness. 

November 19. — A Society was formed in Inverness 
to oo-operate with a Society in Edinburgh for 
the support of Gaelic schools in the Higmands. 
It was stated that 70 schools had already been 
erected. The object of the Society was to teach 
Gaelic in the districts where that language pre- 
vailed, and in certain cases English and writ- 
ing. 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent of the "Times" gave a 
very unpleasant account of the gaol in Inver- 
ness ; "a comer building at the junction of the 
two mian streets," namdy, Bridge Street and 
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CS&urch Street. "The outer door of the prison 
opens into the main street, and immediately on 
entering you peroeWe a flight of steps on either 
hand ; that on the left leads to the conrt-room, 
where prisoners are tried ; the deal hoards with 
which the court is fitted up have never been 
painted, and the dirt on them and on the walls 
gave to ooth rather a miserable appearance.** At 
the tM> of the opposite flight of st^s a dwx 
opened into a stone gailexy facing the cells. This 
gallery wae the appointed place for airing and 
recreation, **and as often as the prisoners avail 
themselves of it/' says the writer, "they sre 
exposed like wild beasts in a csge to every pas- 
senger below.'* At the time of his visit there 
was only one criminal prisoner, who had been 
tried for an attempt to assassinate, and sen- 
tenced to confinement on account of derange- 
ment. This poor man's cell is described as 
horribly loathaome. He had been in it for six 
years. "There were no other prisoners at the 
time I am speaking of^ except seven debtors; 
one of these was by himself in a ro<Hn suffici- 
ently commodious, but very dirty; the other 
six were in a room much smaller, but still more 
dirty; they all looked very sickly.** The 
"Gourkr** devotes sn article to this communica- 
tion, which it describes as exaggerated. It says 
tiiat the prison certainly ought not to be in 
the centre of the town, but that in many re- 
spects its construction was better than, that of 
most Scottish prisons. "The grated gillery or 
arcade which extends along the whole front of 
the prison, whatever it may appear to chance 
visitors, affords the prisoners the liveliest amuse- 
ment. It overlooks the busiest part of the 
town, and gives them an opportunity of see- 
ing and hearing all that le going forward. 
There may be some solid objection to this too 
familiar intercourse with the street, but the 
charge of exposing them like wild beasts in a 
cage must he laughed at by every one who 
knows anything al^ut the real condition of the 
persons said to be exhibited." As tar the poor 
criminal, the writ^ ^y^f he had since his com- 
mitment become furiously mad, and annoyed 
the whole town by his "nocturnal bellowings.** 
He was, however, confined under a warrant of 
the Justiciary Court till bail could be found 
and the town was meantime obliged to submit 
to the infliction. If six debtors were found in 
one room, it must have been from their own 
choice and in the day-time only. 
November 26. — This number contains an account 
of the death of Queen Charlotte, which occurred 
on the 17th November. The Magistrates of 
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InTerness directed that the pulpit of 'the Eng- 
lish CThurch'* should be draped with black cloSi 
as a mark of respect for her late Majesty. 

Ibkl. — ^The prevalence of strong southerly winds 
favoured the passage of vessels coming North. 
"The smack George, from London, arrived at 
Cromarty on Saturday, 2l8t inst., after a pas- 
sage of 84 hourSj having left Uravesend on 
Wednesday, 18th. The Lisard, from Leith, 
arrived also at Cromarty on Monday last, the 
23rd. after a pasaege of only 33 hours." 

December 3. — ^"We underatana a new complaint 
baa been instituted in the Court of Session by 
Mr James Lyon, i<ronmongtf , aided by Deacon 
Alexander Petrie, of the Shoemakers, and 
Deacon Donald Mhcbean, of the lidlors, 
against the last election of the Magis- 
tratea and Town Council of Invemeaa." 

December 10. — A Committee of the Houae of Com- 
mons were at thia time conaideiing the condi- 
tion of the burgh gaola in Scotland, and nearly 
two columns are devoted to a statement fumiaheci 
by Provost Robertson. The Provost savs 
frankly that the gatd was not aufficient for the 
accommodation of either the civil or Grimioal 
priaonera confined therein; but so far aa the 
aooommodation went it waa perfectly adequate 
to the secure custody of ita inmatee. The gaol 
waa built about 30 yeara before, chiefly at the 
expense of the burgh, with «• contribution of 
£1000 from the Qovemment, made out of the 
confiscated estates, and aome aaaistance "com- 
paratively trifling** from liie oountiea of Inver- 
ness, Ross, Nairn, and Cromarty. The gaol 
had since been kept in repair solely at the ex- 
pense of the burgh. The Steeple had been 
erected at the e^nse of the burgh, ai^ed by 
individual subscriptions. 

Ibid. — The action of James Lyon v. the Magis- 
trates and Town Council of Inverness waa 
originally fixed to be tried before a jury in the 
town of Invemeaa, but waa afterwaraa changed 
to Edinburgh, and the 14th December fixed for 
the proceedings. The Magistrates, however, 
considered it inexpedient to go to Edinburgh, 
and tiie disfranchisement of the burgh was now 
anticipated. 

December 24. — ^The dignity ol a baronet of the 
United Kincrdom was conferred on Huc^h Innes 
of Lochalsh, in the county of Ross, and of Cox- 
ton, in the county of Moray. 

Ibid. — ^This issue gives a full narrative of the 
action raised by Jamea Lvon asainst the 
Magistrates and Town Council and of its result. 
The Magistrates abandoned th« defence rather 
than submit to the inconvenience and expense 



158 Invemest Otmrier Index, [1818 

of preMnting tlieir case before a jury in EdSn- 
bargh. A j^tion waa then pceaented for the 
appointment of interim maoagers, and the 
Second Division took the matter into considera- 
tion on the 19th December. As the interim 
management was daimed exdnsiTely by the late 
Maststrates, the petition waa in so far opposed 
by Mr Lyon, who asked that himself and two 
persons of his nomination should be introduced 
into the temporary sdtaiinistratioa of the bnrgh. 
The precedent of Aberdeen was quoted in sup- 
port of this eoplication. The Lord Justice 
Clerk expressed himself in substance as follows : 
— ^"^lliat the high opinion whidi the Court 
entertained of the gentlemen who had been in 
the Iftaffistracy of InTemess was in no degree 
shaken by the recent jproceedings at Ifr Lyon*s 
instance; that the Ifagistrates haying been 
unanimously elected, were bound to support 
their offices, and the Court did not misconstrue 
the grounds upon which they had been recently 
advised to abandon their case ; that although 
the Court were compelled to sustain the legal 
objection offered to the election now reducM, 
they yet did not view with any favour, and far 
less with any approbation, the prooeedinn which 
rendered that decision necessary; toat the 
Court had resolvea to conrniit the interim 
management exclusively to the former Magis- 
trates, and their lordships did so with entire 
confidence in the well known respectability and 
worth of these gentlemen." The Counsel for 
Mr Loffan, however, insisted thai the two per- 
sons who had been complained of as ineligible 
should be kept out of the nomination. The 
Court acquiesced in this, but allowed the Pro- 
vost and remaining Magistrates to select their 
two colleagues. And so the case closed. 
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No. XIV. 

The subject of Burgh Reform continued to 
excite attention for several years. We hare 
already referred to the cases of Montrose, In- 
verness, and Aberdeen . To make the history of 
the times intelligible, and yet to avoid malang 
long detached quotations from newspaper files, 
we may once more avail ourselves of Mr 
Spencer Walpole's Histoiy of England from 
1815. He relates how, in the Session of 1818, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton drew attention to 
the case of Montrose, and afterwards threat- 
ened to bring up the whole subject of the 
condition of Uie burghs. Public opinion hav- 
ing been thus aroused, the Lord Advocate in- 
troduced a biU for the better regulating of 
the revenues of the royal burghs of Scotland. 
Mr Walpole teUs the story as follows : — 

"He [the Lord Advocate] proposed that the 
Magistrates should be compelled to publish their 
accounts, and that the Court of Exchequer, on the 
comiplaint of five burgesses, should have the power 
of controlling the expenditure. The remedy was 
a mild one ; and, mild as the measure was, it wae 
not persevered with. Its introduction, however, 
created a profound impressiim in Scotland. Six- 
sevenths of the populations of the royal boroughs 
petitioned for iWorm. HszxUv a single petition 
was presented on tne other side. Hamilton, find- 
ing his cose thus strengthened, moved that all 
the petitions should be referred to a select com- 
mittee, to examine Uie msitter thereof, and to 
report their observations and opinion thereon to 
the Hbuse.' It was in vain that William Dun- 
das, speaking with the authority which his name 
gave to him, resisted all chaoige. It was in vain 
that Oanning warned the House against the ex- 
periments of rash speculators in Psrliamentaty 
Reform. Two months before, on the 3rd of March, 
the Ministry had been defeated bv Mackintosh on 
the Criminal Laws. Four days before, Grattan's 
motion for Roman Catholic emancipation bad been 
carried in the teeth of the Tories. Hamilton's 
motion was now adopted by 149 votes to 144, or 
by a majority of 5. 

"The Oommittee, which was thus appointed in 
1819, was revived in the new Parliament of 1820, 
audi practically oontdnued its labours for three 
years. Early in 1822, Hamilton, after referring 
to t^ numerous abuses which the reports of tie 
Oommittee had disclosed, moved tiiat the House 
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•hould rMolva ilaalf into a OommittM of the 
whole House upon the royil burghs of ScotUnd. 
He dwelt on the absurditj oi allowing the Magis- 
trates to elect their own snocessors, and insirted 
on the necessify of iostitating some more popular 
method of election. But ui Ministry was not 
ready to adopt his views. It was willing to im- 
pose some checks on the expenditure of the puUic 
funds by the Magistrates, but it was unwilling 
to adopt eny remedy whidi would open the door 
to reform. The temporary force which petitions 
had imnarted to Lord Archibald's motion waa ex- 
pended; the Ck^MMiUon, ignorant of Scotland, 
were languid ; Lord Arcbibiud was defeated by a 
majority of 81 yotes to 46 ; end the Lord Adyo- 
cate*B counter-proposal was adopted. oome 
checks were placed on the expenditure of the royal 
burghs; some restrictions were enforced against 
the improvident creation of debt ; but the burghs 
themselyee were unreformed; the Magistrates 
were allowed to so on electing their own succes- 
sors ; and the wnole population of the towns of 
Scothnd were excluded from the franchise as 
completely as the settlers in the backwoods of 
Canftda." 

The second naif of 1819 was a time of great 
agitation in the industrial centres of En^nd 
and the soath of Scotland. There were fre- 
quent meetings and demonstrations, and the 
upper classes entertained fears of an attempted 
revolution. A great gathering held near 
Manchester in August was dispersed by the 
Yeomanry and a regiment of cavaliy, result- 
ing in the loss of several lives and the ininry 
of many persons, lliis is known as "the 
Peterloo Massacre." The Qovemment threw 
its shield over the local Magistrates, who were 
primarily to blame, and mudi controversy en- 
sued. In the autumn session of Parliament 
the Government succeeded in passing a series 
of measures called the Six Acts. 'These were 
of varied importance. The first made it easier 
t} prevent out-of-door meetings for political 
purposes, and was to be in force for five years. 
The second enabled trials for misdemeanour, 
which was the usual charge under which 
political agitators were prosecuted, to be held 
with lees delay. Hie third, very properly, for- 
bade private persons to engage in military 
drill, a proceeding tolerated in no civilised 
State, rhe fourth was for the more effectual 
prosecution and punishment of blaephemous 
fL|id seditions libels. The fifth authorise^ 
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Magistrates to seize arms in sixteen counties 
said to be disturbed, and was to be in foroe 
for three years. The sixth was a distinct check 
on the liber^ of the press, for it required all 
publishers of newspapers to give security in 
advance for any fines they might incur by 
uttering blasphemy or sedition. Such an 
enactment made it harder for a poor man to 
start a newspaper, and as it stood was an in- 
sult to the press at large. All these Acts 
were stoutly opposed by the Whigs, and, with 
the exception of the third, were sooner or later 
repealed^' (Bansome's History). During this 
time the North of Scotland was undisturbed, 
but reports of the state of affairs fill columns 
of newspi^er files. Coxmty meetings were 
held to support the Goremment. 

The extension of a mail coach seryioe to 
Wick and Thurso was at this time an important 
incident. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay 
on the State of the Highlands, written in 
1826, says that previous to the year 1819 the 
post was conveyed from Inverness to Tain on 
horseback, and thence across the firths of Dor- 
noch and liooh-Fleet by post-runners to the 
North Coast. "Jn 1819 the benefit of the mail 
coach system was extended even to the Pent- 
land Ji'irth. Horses were brougjbit from Edin- 
burgh, and stables and inns erected by Lord 
Stafford at very considerable expense. By 
one common bond of intercourse, toe two most 
distant parts of the island, the one situated 
at the extremity of the English Channel, the 
other in the latitude of John O'Groat's House, 
were thus joined together, at a distance of 
1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be 
said, is there a parallel of so rapid a change.^ 
Notes on this subject will be found below. 

From the '* Inverness Courier,** 
1819. 

JanuMy 7. — T^» workmen employed in levelling 
a piece of ^und romid Dr Robertson's house 
at Aultnaskiach discovered urns contsining 
human bones. In one of the urns was a flint 
arrow head, elegantly shaped and doubly barbed. 
In di^^ing the foundations of the house some 
years before stone coffins were discovered. Para- 
graphs on the subject appear in several issues. 
Another stone coffin was found. 

January 14. — John Madeod, the man who had be* 

21 
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oome inmie when incarcented in the prison of 
Invenieis, received a pardon from the Gk'own. 
He was then "lodfped in one of the lunatic apart- 
menta of the Rofal Infirmary, with aome proa- 
pect of cure.'* 

Ibid.— On the 3rd inat., the dwelling-houae of 
Auchterblair, pariah of Duthil, occupied by 
Major and luv Grant, waa burned to the 
ffronnd. Tbit first notice ia in this issue, but 
uiere are subseouent accounts. Valuable furni- 
ture, china, and booka were destroyed. 

January 27. — Hie growth of ahipping and the im- 
pit>vement of harbouis in the Moray Firth axe 
commented on. "At InTevneaa the harbour has 
been greatly improyed and extended ; at Ding- 
wall a canal and pier have been completed; 
excellent harbours have been formed at Burg- 
head, Fortrose, Brora, Ac., and we understand 
thct the new pier at Nairn is now in a way of 
being speedily erected." l^e foUowinp; statis- 
tics are given from the booka of the Invemeaa 
Cuatom-house for 1817 and 18ia In 
1817 the yeaaela entered) inwards from 
foreign porta numbered 4; cleared out- 
warda to foreign P<''^* ^t entered 
inwards coaatwiae, 516; cleared outwards 
ooastwiae, 439; total number of vessels. 
963, and total tonnage, 57,591. In 1818 8 
vessels entered from foreign porta; 17 cleared 
outwards to foreign ports; 521 v^sels entered 
inwards coastwise ; oiSO cleared outwards coast- 
wise ; total number of vessels, 1106 ; total of 
tonnaffe, 63,429. Registered at Inverness to 
30th &ptember 1818, 56 vessels of 3391 tons. 

February 4. — ^"The aubject to whidi our attention 
ia at present most strongly attracted is the state 
of die Burgfaa in Scotland. This, we are as- 
sured, will become an object of leirislative in- 
terference at no distant period. The state of 
Edinburgh, Aberdeen, Inverness, uid many 
others, we may rather say every other burgh 
in Scotland, ia such as imperiouRlv calls for 
some remedy for the ferment whioli prevails." 
The subject waa brought up in Parliament, as 
stated above. 

Ibid. — ^List of awards by the Hi{;hland Society of 
Scotland to farmers in the Northern Counties, 
including Nairnshire, Morayshire, and the dis- 
tricta of Badenoch and 8trat>«spey, for improve- 
ments in ooltivation and in stock. 

Ibid. — "On Monday last "Mr Bayne exhibited in 
the basin of the 'Caledonian Canal the model of 
a frif^ate, to be impelled by -the rtower of the 
screw against wind and ti^." The vessd is 
fully described on 4t3i March. Mr Bayne wa« 
evidently a man of inventive talent. 



I 
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February 18.— "On the weloome new» of the birth 
of an heir to the yenerable family of Cnlloden 
being received in our ueishbonrhood, CoUoden | 

lighted all its beacons. We would not envy the 
feelings of a Scotchman who could look on the 
misty stretch of CuUoden Moor, ruddied for 
the birth of an heir to the line of Duncan 
Forbes, without some melting of the heart or 
kindling of the fancy." The birth thus an- 
nounced was that of the late Arthur Forbes 
of Gulloden. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, on the 8th inst., at Clachnahanry, 
in the 63rd year of his aee, MV Davidson, resit- 
dent engineer of the Caledonian Canal. Wbether 
we view Mr Davidson in his official situation, 
discharging an important trust, or engaged in 
the relative and social duties of life, he claims 
our highest admiration. No man possessed a 
more delicate sense of honour, was actuated by a 
stricter integrity, or maintained a loftier feel- 
ing of independence. When discussion elicited 
the various stores of his vigorous mind, he gave 
an inimitable and peculiar strength of expres- 
sion to his sentiments. His masculine wit was 
never wielded to wound tha feeling of any in- 
dividual. His benevolence was active, his 
beneficence unwearied, and his charity unosten- 
tatious. It may be steely asserted, that, of 
those who had access to his society^ none ever 
left him without becoming eitber wiser or bet- 
ter." 

Ibid.— "At Fermoy, on the 20th ult., Kenneth 
Mackenzie, Esq. , postmaster of that town, and 
late Captain and Adjutant in his Majesty's 
Caithness Highlanders. Mr Mackenzie was 
born at Castle Leathers, and published a col- 
lection of excellent Gaeuc sonss before he left 
this country." The paragraph speaks of Mr 
Mackenzie as a man of sterlmg worth and an 
ornament to society. 

March 18. — On the previous Toesdav the Right 
Hon. Charles Grant was unanimously re-elected 
member for the county of Inverness on hia ap- 
pointment as Secretary for Ireland. The nomin- 
ation was moved by Sir .^Bneas Mackintosh of 
Maddntosh and seconded by Mr BaiUie of Doch- 
four. 

Ibid. — ^The deatih is recorded of Oaptain John 
Stewart, of the 53rd Regiment of Foot, which 
took i^ace at Knodk of Kincaim, Strathspey. 
He was only 33 years of age, and had served for 
16 years. At the storming of Fort dlliger, in 
the East Indies, in 1812, when leading the 
Grenadier company up to the breach, he was 
precipitated down' the perpendicular rock on 
which tiie fort is built, a^Mrently kiUedi Al- 
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though he surviTed the fall, his death aeenui to 
have been ultunately caused by its effects. 
March 26. — ^''Laiely died here, James Simpson, 
glover, aged 97, the oldest man in the town. 
He hsd uiree several times entered the holy 
state of matrimonj, but died a widower. Bfe 
was a canny, tidy, old man, and took good 
thought for the marrow. At a distant pericd be 
obtaSied the lease of a small house during the 

J'oint lives of himself and his wife, Kate. In 
lis subsequent matrimonial connections he took 
care to make the most of his bargain, and suc- 
cessively married a second and a third Kate.'* 

April 15.— An article, two columns long, appears 
on the subject of Bursh Reform. The pomts in 
the Lord Advocate's Bill (see introduction) are 
carefully discussed. 

April 22.---On the 14th inst. Lord Reston arrived 
at Inverness "during terrible weather" to hold 
the Circuit Court. A number of cases were 
tried, chiefly connected with smuggling and 
sheep-stealing. "With regard to the former, he 
was satisfied that much had already been done 
to suppress a practice so pernicious to the 
morals and habits of the people, but much still 
remained to be done, and the learned Judee 
strongly recoounended that pioprietors should 
declare smuggling to be an irritancy in the leases 
to be granted by them as one of tne most effec- 
tual preventives of the crime." 

April 29. — ^"Died, at Glendoich, in the neighbour- 
nood of Perth, on Friday, Lord Reston. Uis 
lordfftiip was on his way from this place to 
Perth to open the Circuit. Those who lately 
saw him in this town, in the full vigour of his 
mind and in apparently high health, cannot be 
otherwise than dee^^iy affected by this afflictive 
event Lord Reston was esteemed a good lawyer 
and an excellent judge. His judgments were 
all characterised by much tenderness to the 
criminal and an evident leaning to the side of 
mercy." 

Ibid. — A chapel *'in the Independent or Congrega- 
tional connection," capable of seating about 
500 persons, and built for the accommodation 
of Mr Dewar and his people, was opened at 
Avoch on April 21st. Mr Spenoe of Inverness, 
preached in the morning, and Mr Dewar, of 
Nairn, in the evening. The building was 
opened free of debt. 

May 13. — ^A sood deal of interest was at this time 
taken in tne construction of velocipedes, con- 
cerning which paragraphs circulate from vari- 
ous parts of the country.^ The following notice 
appears on 13th May : — "A machine of this kind 
has been constructed by William Macdonald, 
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cartwright, hero, under the direction of Mr 
Smith, the finishing writing master, with which 
that gentleman makes daily excursionB in the 
neighbourhood of the town. It appears to 
answer the desired purpose yery weU, and is 
every day more easily managed by its rider, 
who now travels with great velocity." 

June 3. — At Uie General Assembly of the Ohurch 
of Scotland a petition was heard from Mr John 
Anderson, minister of Bellie, appealing against 
sentences of the Synod of Moray and Prosbytery 
of Strathbogie, prohibiting him from acting in 
the capacity of uu:tor, and confining him to the 
exercise of ms clerical functions. iSe Assembly 
sustained the appeal in remct of certain iireffu- 
larities of proceduro, but declared it impossible 
that ihej should not highly dieapprove 
of ministers of the CSiurch engaging in such 
secular pursuits as might be inconsistent with 
the discharge of their spiritual functions, and 
recommend^ the Presbytery of Strathbogie to 
see that these pastoral duties were fully per- 
formed' in the parish of Bellie, and in all other 
parishes within their bounds. 

June 17.— "The state of the Wool Market in 
England is so fluctuating at present that both 
the wool-grow e rs and purchasers who came 
North to attend the sales hero have hung off, 
and iL is only this morning that business was 
done in earnest. The price is 2Ds 6d the double 
stone for wool of the blackfaced sheep. No 
sales of Cheviot wool have been made in In- 
verness, but at Fort- William two parcels were 
sold at 21s and 22s per single stone." Cheviot 
lambs were quoted 10s 6d to 12s ; three-year-old 
Cheviot wedders^ 25s to 27s 6d ; oa«t Cheviot 
ewes, 150 to 17s od ; blackfaced lambs, 8s to 9b ; 
ditto wedders, 228 to 248; oast ewes, 128 to 
158. At a meeting of wool-growers it was 
a^eed to request members of Parliament to 

Sve their support to a bill thien pending for 
e protection of the British wool-grower. 

June 24. — ^A sirl, eioht years of age, was sud- 
denly killed by the fijling of tiie flag-staff on the 
Castle Hill. 

Ibid. — ^"It is with mudi pleasure we notice that 
the handsome Pump-Bobm erected at this cele- 
brated sprine [the Strathpeffer Mineral Well] 
by Mrs Hay Mackenzie, of Cromarty^ has been 
recently opened for the accommodation of the 
ladies and gentlemen attending there. A re- 
spectable servant man is in attendance, who 
conducts the business of the place witli much 
decorum. The reputation of tnis Spa is yearly 
increasing, and nothing is now wantiaig to 
render the delightful valley of Strathpeffer a 
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pUoe of fMhioDAble and beneficial reaort but 
a few neat oottefies to accommodate InTalidi, 
and a hotel <x boarding-bouae, which would 
perhaps better answer the pnrpoae of faahionable 
visitors." 

Jnlv 1. — ^**Died, at Dornoch, on the 31st May, 
John Law, Esq., Sheriif-Siibatitate of the 
county of Sutherland. As a husband and a 
parent he was meet ailectionaAe ; as a jndge he 
was upright and impartial; and aa a member 
of society he possessed those amiable qualitiee 
which co'mmaiftd esteem.'* 

Ibid. — Meetings of operatiTes in the large towns 
of Enfflaad were agitating for reform and for 
the redress of grievanoea. 

July 8. — ^The Highland Society of London voted 
one hundred guineas in aid of the Society for 
the Education of the Poor in the Highlande, and 
private subscriptions in London pn^uced a fur- 
ther sum of £106. 

Ibid.— On the 18th ult , the foundation stone of a 
new parish church at Rosemarkie was laid. The 
Heritors and Magistrates met in the Town Hall 
of Fortrose and walked in procession to the site. 
The Rev. Alexander W<x)d, miniater of the 
pariah, delivered an addreas, and Mr Macken- 
zie of Flowerbnm, the principal heritor, de- 
poaited papers and coins in the foundation stone. 

Ibid. — ''Died here, on the 2nd curt., in his 67ih 
year, universally regretted, Mr Jamee Wills, 
who iiad been one of ^e teachers to the Inver- 
ness Academy since its institution. The life 
of >& Wills was wholly devoted to the faithful 
and zealous discharge of his orofessional duties ; 
and his exertions as a teacner were rewarded 
by the veneration and grateful affection of his 
pupils, in eveiy ouarter of the ^lobe, and by tlie 
ffenerai esteem of his fellow-citizens.'* 

Jiuy 16. — ^The first monthly com market was held 
at Inverness on the previous Tuesday. 

Ibid. — The new mail coach to run between Inver- 
ness and Thurso started this morning. It was 
timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., arriving at 
Wick at half-past seven the following mommg, 
and at lliurso at half-past eleven. — ^''An ele- 
gant new mail coach, bnut on the patent princi- 
ple, and drawn by four horses, now runs be- 
tween the town and Aberdeen, and leaving that 
cit^ at the usual hour of despatohing the North 
Mail, reaches Inverness so early as eleven at 
night. The Thurso mail departs in the morn- 
ing, and passengers to the northward are thus 
permitted to enjoy a few hours of repose before 
setting forward. 

Ibid. — Died, at Milnfleld, on the 9th curt., Ann, 
wife of Mr Maodonell, writer, Inverness. A tri- 
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bote ia paid to her upright, intelligent, and 
^nial character. 

Ibid.--.'ln the laat repwt of the Gaelic School 
Society, we have the following account of the 
deplorable state of ignorance of the Highlands 
of Scotland:... Out of «. population of 2S,501 
(belonging to a few parishes of which returns 
had been made), 19,367 are incapable of read- 
ing either Engliflfti or Gaelic. Connected with 
this melancboly fact it mnst be observed that 
the proportion who are able to read reside in 
or near a district where a school is taught ; but 
in the remote glens, or subordinate idands of 
almost every parish, few or none can be found 
who know even th<e letters." 

July 22.— Lord Archibald Hamilton laid befwe the 
House of Commons a report firom the Sdect 
Committee on Scottish Royal Burghs. After a 
keen contest it was ordered to be printed. — A 
petition from Inverness praying for reform was 

5 resented to the House of Commons by Sir 
ames Mackintosh. 
Ibid. — Died, «t the Manse of Duthil, on 1st July, 
the Rev. John Grant, in the 77th year of his 
age. "Mr Grant filled tne situation of minister 
in various parishes for about 60 years, and diB- 
chaiged the parochia] duties with such kindness 
and attention as to attract the universal esteem 
of his parishioners. He possessed all the hos- 
pitality of the Highlander, tempered with the 
moderation and mingled with the benevolence 
of th& Christian, and he was ever the friend 
of the roor and their ready shield against op- 
pression. He had a capacious and original 
mind, cultivated to the highest degree by study, 
and was one of the most profound claasioal 
scholars of the prasent day. He delighted in 
the Gre^ and Latin authors, who were his 
constant and familiar companions; and as ho 
possessed a most retentive memory, the con- 
versation was enriched and adorned by frequent 
ready quotations and happy allusions, illustra- 
tive of any subject under discussion. He was 
a great enthusiast in the Gaelic language, with 
which he was perfectly conversant. He was 
passionately fond of music, especially of High- 
land airs and Gaelic songs, and felt peculiar in- 
terest in the traditionary tak«, the deeds of 
arms, the feats of strength Bind activity of the 
heroes of feudal times. Being himself a poet, 
he had a very delicate and nicely discrinunating 
taste in poeiiy as well as in general criticism, 
and his mind was deeply stored with every 
species of literary acquirement. As a genealo- 
gist he had no superior, his knowledge in that 
particular extending not only to the histoiy of 
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took muff from thote who preaeiited their ouiif 
honii. The Miirqiiis ol Huntly proTided an 
oatertunment raitkble to the oocadon, coneist- 
inff of two deer, ma umneDee qnentity of be«^ 
mmI mnttcm, one hundred qoertflRi loaTes of 
breed, leTerel enken of strong whieky, eome 
ankare of beer, and a large hogshead of cold 
pnnoh." The aoeno on the anmniit eeeme to 
aaye been intended to reeliee the description 
in the Lady of the Lake, when the clansmen 
sprang from the hillside at the signal of Rodsr- 
i& Dnu. When at Dalwhinnie the Prince at- 
tended eerrioe in Laggan Parish Church. The 
Miarquis of Huutly gave £20 to the minister of 
AlTie to be distributed amons the poor. 

Ibid. — From the report of the Northern Infirmary 
it appears that for the year 1818, 21 persons 
olsBsed em "maniacs'* were admitted for treat- 
menti 

September 2.— On the 30th August Prince Leo- 
pold 1^ Kinrsra, and after lunching at Moy- 
naU, airiTed at Inyemess. He was met out- 
side the town by some of the county gentlemen, 
who formed an escort, and at the Hotel he was 
receiyed by the Magistrates. Next day he droye 
to Loch-Ness, luncoed at Dochfour, and in the 
eyening waa entertained by the Magistrates 
and a distinguished company to dinner in the 
Northern Meeting Rooms. Proyost Robertson 
was highly uraised for the arrsagements made 
in connection with ^e yisit On lliursday 
(2nd) the Prince was to leaye for Port-Gfeorge, 
and proceed afterwerds to Gordon Oastle. 

Ibid.— Hie Northern Miarionary Society held its 
twentieth anniyeraary at Tain, when the Rey. 
Donald FraMr of Kirkhill, and the Rey. John 
Kennedy of Killeaman preached. The collec- 
tion at the church door amounted to £32 Os 8d, 
and the subscriptions of members and donations 
to £94 12s lOd, making a total of £127 2s 6d, 
being the highest sum eyer collected by the 
Society at one meeting. A considerable piart of 
it was contributed by prayer meetings and 
penny-a^week associations. The Society yoted 
£150 to the Edinburgh Aiissionary Society, and 
£50 to the Society in Bengal (Serampore Mission) 
for translation of the Scriptures. Serenty new 
mambers were added to the list f>f contributors. 

September 9. — On the preyious Thursday, after 
yisiting Fort-ijieorge, Prince Leopold pasaed 
trough Nairn and Forres, where he waa re- 
. oeiyed with fitting distinction. At Forres he 
receiyed the freedom of the burg>'. He wae 
entertained at Grant Lodge, Elgin, and arriyed 
at Gordon Outle in the erening. On Saturday 
he returned with the Marquis of Huntly to Kin- 
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rara^ breakfaating at Amdilly and lunching at 
Ballindalloch. "He waa received,"BaYB the re- 
port, "in tibia oountiy with a Highland w^- 
oome, he hai shared our hospitality with cheer- 
fnlneas and kindness, and from nis engaging 
manners he haa departed with our love and 
esteem." The Prince eave £100 to the funds 
of the Society for the J^uoation of the Poor in 
the Highlands, and £20 to the poor of the parish 
of Alvie. 

Ibid. — ^Mir Telford, the ennneer, and his fnend 
Southey, the poet, were in invemess the pvevioiia 
week, on a visit to the Jiiffhlands. 

Ibid. — 'The smack George, ^ich sailed from Lon- 
don on Thursday, the 2nd inst. , arrived at Find- 
horn on Tuesday, the 7th." 

September lO.—'Tbe inhabitants of the town will 
be glad to learn tiiat the repair of the road 
from Churdi Street to tlie Snore, so long in 
contemplation, haa been contract^ for, and will 
be commenced immediately. There will be a 
foot-path of oonaiderable width along its whole 
extent." 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 19th of Maiysh last, lieut- 
Colonel Fraaer, of the Roval Scots. Tbia gal- 
hut officer waa killed wnile rallying the ad- 
vanced party of our troops before Asserghur, 
upon whom a desperate and unexpected attack 
had been made by a sallv from the fortress, xiis 
loss is deeplv regretted by his companions in 
arms througnout lodSa, where he has served 
with distiiuniished reputation for many years.** 

Ibid.— "At Mull, on iho 22nd ult., aged 84. 
Roderick Miicleod, of the 15th Regiment of 
Foot, who fought at the Siege of Quebec, under 
the gallant G^oral Wolfe, uid was in various 
other engagements. About eighteen years a^o 
thia veteran had a grave-st<Hie put down m 
the Trinity Ohurch new burying-ground, in 
the plaoe wnere he intended to be interred, beai- 
ing thia inscription — ^'This is the burying<^>lao(r 
of an old soldier who haa served four Pnncea : 
tbe first waa the last and the last was the 
best.'" 

September 23. — ^It is stated that the plumbago 
mine in Qlenstrathfarar waa attordmg employ- 
ment to a considerable number of persons. Large 
quantities of the mineral were sent to London 
by the smacks for sale. 

Ibid.— "Mairied in the Parish Church of Trent- 
ham, in the county of StaffonL on Thursday the 
16th curt , hj his Qraoe the Loid Archbishop of 
York, the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Belmve, 
eldest son of the Earl Grosvenor, to the Right 
Hon. Lady Elizabeth Mary Leveson Gower, 
younger daughter of the most noble the lCarqtni> 
of Stafford'^ 
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JiMd.— "At her houML Crown, InverneM, on the 
3rd inet., in the 78th year of her e^e, Jane, 
relict of the Hon. Archibald Fraeer of LoTat, 
and siater of Uie late Sir William Fraaer, 
Bart." 

Ibid.— A propoaal ia on foot to run • coach 1 e- 
tween Inyemeaa and Fort- William, with a poa- 
aible connection to Skye. A meeting to anp- 
port the adieme waa held at Fort-Aaguatoa, and 
£500 waa aubacribed to farther the project, 
Olensany giving £100. 

September ou. — Beginning of hiatorical and miaoel- 
laneoua noticea of Inverneaa, "to be oontinned 
oooaaionally." They were no doubt contributed 
br Mr Jamea Suter. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Oraveaend, on hia paaaatfe from 
London to Inyeraeaa on the 24th inat.. Mr Wil- 
liam Ettlea, bookaoller, of thia place. ' 

October 7. — ^At the Michaelmaa Head Court, on 
the roll of freeholdera being made up, Colonel 
A. Maodonell of Glengany roae and read a pro- 
teat againat tbe deaigpation of Ranald George 
MacdMiaJd, Eaq. of Clanranald;, on the ground 
that that gentleman had no landa or chartera 
that entitled him to be designated of Clan- 
ranald — hia true and legitimate titJe being of 
Moidart, or Captain of Cianraaald. "To prove 
thia averment, Olengarry entered into a detail 
of the genealogical history of the Family of 
Moidart, explained tbe etymology of the word 
dan, and concluded (with an accompaniment of 
Bome animated remarka) that he would consider 
it personal to himself if any gentleman should 
henceforward mention Mr Meodionald other- 
wise than aa Captain of Clanranald. Mr Mac- 
kenzie of Woodaide haying, on behalf of hia 
client, answered the gentleman'a objection, and 
Bome obserrationa having been made thereon by 
•everal other members, it waa rejected aa in- 
competent to be entertained by the meeting. 
Glengarry here intimated that ne would brine 
tbe question before the Court of Seaaion, and 
.thence, if neoeaaary, to the Houae of Peers." 

Ibid. — ^The birth of an heir to Clanranald waa 
celebrated with great xcjoidng in the Long 
Island. 

Ibid. — The imprint to the "Courier" now bears 
that it is "printed and published by John John- 
stone." 

October 14 and 21. — At the Northern Meeting 
thia year Lord Saltoun preaided. There waa a 
long diKussion on questions relating to the 
Secretary, but he waa unanimously re-ap- 
pointed. The bail-room, it ia stated, had re- 
ceived a new and most appropriate ornament 
in a finely-executed, full-length painting of the 
Marchioness of Huntly. 
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October 21. — Died, at London, on 1st October, 
Benjamin Ross, banker, Tain. His death ifi 
spoken of with marked regret. It is said that 
"by no similar dispensation, since the lamMited 
death of Sir Charles Boss of Balnagown, haa 
such a general gloom been c«Bt oyer the Easter 
parts of Boss and Sutherlendshires." 

Ibid. — A full account is given of the blacklead 
mine of Glenstrathlarar. "The mine was 
discovered in the jear 1816, and the proprietor, 
Fraser of Lovat, mimediately detennmea on its 
being mined. The working is carried on by 
ten or twelve men, and is entirely at the day, 
the miners not having sunk more than a few 
yards from the surface. The quantity hitherto 
raised has been inconsiderable: lest year, for 
instance, the quantity sent to London did not 
exceed fLY^ tons. This was sold at the rate 
of £93 per ton, thus affording a great pn^t to 
the proprietor, as the average expense of mining 
and transport did not exceed £17 « ton." 

October 28. — ^In consequence of the asitation and 
disafihction in the countrv, the Oibinet pro- 
posed to raise an edditional force of 11,600 men. 
They dismissed Earl Fitswilliam from the office 
of liord-Lieutenant of the West Bidins of York 
for countenancing a meeting Vhich demanded 
inquiry into the conflict at Manchester. 

Ibid. — ^An Inverness Juvenile Bible Society was 
formed. Seven hundred yonng persons enrolled 
themselves. 

Ibid.— An account is given of the journey of Mr 
James B. Fraser of Keelig to the sources of the 
Jumna and tue Uangee. This journey was 
undertaken in 1815. The account is made up 
from Mr Eraser's journal, and communicated 
by Mr Fraser-Tytler. 

November 18. — ^A meeting of the county of Boss 
adopted a loyal address to the Prince Rmnt, 
and condemned "the alarming progress of in- 
subordination and studied contempt of tiie law 
and its administration in manv parts of the 
United Kingdom." Mr Mackenzie of Sealorth 
wrote disapproving of the meeting ae being in 
his opinion unnecessary, and ten<ung to craate 
mischief and alarm. 

Ibid. — ^A project was on foot to establish religions 
libraries in the Highkads. 

November 25. — Gbunty meetings in Inverness. 
Nairn, Cromarty, and Sutherland adopted loyal 
addressee to the Prince Begent. 

December 2.--A list of places is given, in which 
the Society for the Education of the Poor have 
established gratis schools. Six "aid" schools 
were also established in the parish of Moy, 
under circumstanoea explainea as follows: — 
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'*Tliese fctations $n in tke pariah, of Moy, In- 
▼ernew-ahke, wluch nina for 15 mileB along 
the river Findhom, beaidea several lateral gkna ; 
in all of them the people have been in the habit 
of employing teachera whom, for want of meant, 
they could only keep for a part of the year. 
With the aid of the Society, which in money 
will not amount to more than £13 sterling, or 
2i per annum per acholar, for the whole lix 
schods, the people hope to be able to employ 
the teachers all the veer, and to carry on the 
education of their children with more effect than 
heretofore." 

iDid.— nAn affrav occurred near Banff between 
smugglers and a party of Excisemen, aided by 
a detachment of soldiers. The soldiers fired, 
and one of the smugglers was wounded, it was 
feared mortally. 

December 9. — ^"Died, after a short illness, m the 
Cantonment at Dhi^Molu, near Sevemdroog, 
in the East Indies, laeutenant and Adjutant 
William Macdonell, of the 1st Battalion 10th 
Native Infantry and son to Coll. llisodonell, 
Esq. of Barrisdale. His Iwother-officers of 
the regiment have, in token of their very great 
esteem and sincere regard for him, built a splen- 
did monument to has memory, on the spot where 
he lies interred." 

December 16. — ^"Mr John Anderson, minister of 
Bellie, and Oommissioner to the Duke of Gor- 
don, has tendered to the Presbytery of Strath- 
bogie the former of these offices — ^which was 
accepted of, and intimation thereof appointed 
to be made from the pulpit of Bellie." 

December 50. — ^Lord Arcnibald Hamilton*s motion 
for the renewal of the Committee on the Scot- 
tish Burgha waa approved of by the House of 
Oommons. 
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No. XV. 

George III. died 29th January 1820, in the 
82iid year of his age and the 60th of his reign. 
He had been mentally incapacitated for more 
than nine years, and was blind for some years 
before his death. Hie Prince Regent now 
ascended the throne as George IV. The first 
year of the new reign was greatly troubled. 
A plot was discorered for the assassination of 
Ministers, devised by a man named Thistle- 
wood, who was apprehended with his com- 
panions on February 22nd as they were arming 
themselves in a hayloft in Cato Street, off the 
Edgware Road. The ringleaders were tried and 
executed. About the same time Glasgow and 
the neighbouring towns were disturl^ by a 
threatened rising. Queen C^at)line, who had 
been living abroad, returned home on the ac- 
cession of ner husband, arriving in London 
on the 6th of June. Negotiations had been in 
progress to induce her to remain on the Con- 
tinent, but the order to omit her name ^m 
the Liturgy excited her indignation and 
prompted her return. 

In June of this year the first steamboat was 
placed on the Canal, to run between Inverness 
and Fort-Augustus. From Fort-Augustus to 
Fort-William communication was established 
once a week by coach. 

During the second half of 1820, the nation 
was deeply moved bv the trial of the Queen. 
The Government had appointed a Secret Com- 
mittee, which reported on the 4th July that the 
charges agains^ her Majesty affected not only 
the honour of the Queen, but also the dignity 
oi the Crown, and the moral feeling and honour 
of the country. In the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, it was indispensable that the charges 
should become the subject of a solemn inquiry, 
and they recommended that the investigation 
should lake the form of legislative proceedingB. 
On the 5th, Lord Liverpool introduced a 
measure in the House of Lords to de- 
prive the Queen of her riehts and privi- 
leges as Consort, and to dissonre the marriage 
between herself and the King. The bill was 
immediately read a first time, and a protracted 
inquiiT followed. 'To the great scandal of 
the wnde nati<m," says Ransome, in his hi»- 
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torioal tommiiy, "a Aeries of Italian witnesaes 
were publioij' examined aa to the minatest de- 
tails of the Queen's life. Ibis eridenoe was 
Srinted in the newspapers, and became the 
ailj talk of all classes. As evidence, bow- 
ever, on which to found a divorce, it was anite 
inconduaive, and was unmercifully discreoited 
und«r the cross-examinai^on of Brougham and 
Denman, who conducted the case for the 
Queen. The second reading of the bill was 
only passed dv 28 ; the third reading by only 
9. In these circumstances Ministers saw that 
there was not the remotest chance of the bill 
passing; the House of Ck>mmons, and it was 
accordingly abandoned. While it waa possible 
that the bill might pass, the feeling of the 
nation had been strongly in the Queen's 
favour ; but a reaction now took place. The 
evidence, though inconclusive, was most dis- 
creditable to her fair fame, and the number of 
her supporters rapidly diminished." This nas- 
sage fuUy represents the facta as exhibited in 
the newspaper columns of the day. At In- 
verness tnere was a partial illumination on 
receipt of the news of the abandonment of the 
bill. 

A step in advance was taken this year by 
the formation in Uie town of what was called 
a Sacred Music Institution. Towards the end 
of the year a steamer made the first voyage 
to Kyleakin. 

Frwn the ** Invem*M Courier,** 

1820. 

January 6.— "The North Kail Coach has been 
prevented for some time back from proceeding 
further than Tain owing to the deep fall of 
snow. The road between Tain and Thurso is 
in some places covered with snow to the depth 
of from 6 to 15 feet The mail is carried fur- 
ward on horseback, with great difficulty, and 
the hours of anival are quite uncertain. The 
snow us also bo deep between Aberdeen and 
Fochabers that the South MaU Coadi, which 
used to reach Inverness about eleven at night, 
hue not arrived' for some days until seven in the 
morning.'* — ^It is stated that at Inverness on the 
4th and 5 th inst. 295 barrels of coal were dis- 
tributed from the Poor's Coal Fund to 723 poor 
persons residing within the town ; also that on 
New-Year's Day Provost Robertson ordered 160 
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loavei of bread to be distributed amonff tbe 
poor people oonnected with the Soup Kitcnen. 

Ibid.— The following curious notioe is addressed 
to a correspondent : — "We are extremely sorry 
that we cannot insert the communication from 
Ross-shire, as every article bearing a real signa- 
ture that appesn in a newspaper is charged 
by the Stamp Office as an adVertiaement." 

Ibid.— >An article refeiring, am<Hiff other subjects, 
to burgh refonn, throws some fight on the con- 
ditions of the question. The writer, after ex- 
pressing approval of the "prudent and cautious 
extensioa oi the elective franchise/* Bay&---"We 
have not been clamorous for the revival (if, in- 
deed, they ever existed) of those silly anid nar- 
row kuws and obsolete privileges, the benefit of 
which is claimed by ancknt crafts and corpora- 
tions, to the manifest exclusion of all the pro- 
perty, talent, and respectability existing in 
modem times, under the denominations of 
hkwvers, physicians, clergymen, teachers, men 
of letters, artists, printers^ annuitants, ftc., 
because we have no motive m representing the 
interests of miserable local factions as t1^ in- 
terests of the community." The writer implies 
that the "set" or constitution of any burgh was 
at best of a restricted kind, and excluded maav 
of the most intelligent classes from the admini- 
stration oi munici]^ affairs. 

January 13.— A reoordl of the number and ton- 
nage of vessels entered at the Custom House of 
Inverness for the year ending January 5th, 
1820, dhows an increase on the previous year 
of 269 vessels and 15,49B tona. The statement 
comprehenda "all the minor ports within the 
limita of the Inverness Custom House," but even 
so there was room for congratulation on the 
rapid progress of the shipping trade. 

January 27. — Complaint is made that a recent 
dhange in the malt duty was unfavoiarable to the 
agricultural interests of Scotland ^nerally and 
of the Northern districts in partioulsr. "We 
are glad to undestand, on tne authority of a 
letter from the Convener of Roes-shire, that the 
member for that county, before the adjourn- 
ment of Parliament, had an interview with the 
Chancellw of the Exchequer for the purpose of 
pointing out the extreme injustice and impolicy 
of a measure which imposes a higher malt dul^ 
on Scotland than was paid during the war ; and 
which must compel all the distillers in the 
Northern Counties to abandon their works, and 
thus operate as a dareot encouragement to smug- 
gling. " 

Ibid. — ^"At Moness House, on the 13th curt , James 
Bobertaon, Esq., late of Killichangie, aoted 96. 
He outlived all his own family (the male part 

23 
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oi which hoDoiinblj bled ftud diad in the Mr- 
T&ee of tlMir ooantrr), and also all the oom- 
paniona of hia youih. We have freanently 
obaenred the deaih of the laat' of PrinoeCaiarlea 
Edwaid'a followera aanoanoed, and now Tentnre 
to aaaert, without fear of oontradiction, that 
thia ia the laat of the officers who fooffht nndor 
him at the batUe of Cnlloden in 1746. He 
oommanded % oompanj oi the Athole Highland- 
ers upon that memorable day ; and beine net- 
fectly ooUeotad in hia senaea to the laat mo- 
menta, his enthuaiaatie acooonta of the deeda of 
other Tears were truly inteieating.** 

Ibid.— "Died, at Qrant's Braea, near Haddington. 
on the 14th inat.. Asnea Brown, the mother of 
Bnms the Poet, m tT>e 88th rear of her age." 

Febrnarr 3.— "Died, at MoyhaU, on Thuraday the 
20th nit., Sir JEneaa Mactintoah, Bart., Chief 
of the Clan Mackintoeh, who waa justly en- 
deared to hia numeroua frienda, relatiTea, and 
dependenta, by singular npiigfatneaa of mind 
and amenity of diapoeition. Sir ^neaa makea 
the fourth great Clui Oiief whom thia part of 
the country haa loet within the Uat few yeaxa-^ 
' Seaforih, the Chief of the Mackemdea ; Lorat. 
the Chi^ of the Fraaers ; The ChidM^m i and 
Sir JSneaa Mackintoeh, having all died within 
a abort period of eadh other." A paragraph in 
the aame issue states that the remains tk the 
deceased Chief were interred in Petty on New- 
Year's Day, the funeral proceaakm being a very 
imposing spectacle. 

Ibid.— "On the 21st ult., at the Manae of Aber- 
nethy, the Rey. John Grant, minister of that 
paritti, in the 81ati year of his age. Early in 
life Mr Orant waa preaented to the Mnntr of 
Airocher, in Dumbertooahire, whence he waa 
in 1766 translated to Abemethy. In the latter 
pariah he discharged the duties of his station 
with exemplary fidelity for the unusual period 
of 55 yeara. Happy m the attachment of his 
fsmilv, and in the respect and esteem of his 
neiffhbours, his time and attention were deyoted 
wiui unwearied zeal to the spiritual and! tem- 
poral interests of his parishioners, by whom 
the memory of his good offices and paternal care 
and aolidtnde will long be (Perished with feel- 
Inga of ffratitude and veneration.** 

Ibid.— A list of premiuma is given, awarded by 
the Highland Society of SooUand to farmera in 
Nairnshire, Oaithness, Skye, and other districts, 
for improvements in land and stock. 

February 10 — ^The death is announced of King 
George Third, in the 82nd year of his age and 
the sixtieth of his reign. The same iaane con- 
taina an aononncement of the proclamation of 
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George Fourth at the Exchange of InYemeaHy 
**with due eolemnity.'* A salute wu fired by a 
party of the LiYemeBe Local Militia who at- 
tendied, and patriotic and national airs were 
played by the band. 
IbM.— An advertiaement aimouncea that the Cale- 
donian G6aoh, beginning on lat March, would 
be run thrice every week, instead of twice aa 
formerly, "betwixt InTernees and Perth, acroaa 
the Grampian Mountains. " In compliance with 
a wiah very generaUy expreaaed, it was to be 
run in one day between tnese places. "To at- 
tain tSiis end, the innkeepers on the road haye 
become oontnctors, and the horsea will be 
changed at every stage. The days for starting 
from Inyemeaa will he every Monday, Wednea- 
day, and Friday ; and from Perth every Tuea- 
day, Thursday, and Saturday of each week. The 
coach will be despatched nom. both places at 
5 o'clock in the momins ; and will, from cal- 
oulationa made, after allowing ample time for 
breakfast and dinner, at auitable stations, reach 
its destination by ten o'clock at night at far- 



February 17.— A propoeal waa at this time on foot 
for establishing a musical aociety in Invemeas, 
to be called the Sacred Muaio Institntion. The 
promotera were in correspondence with Mr 
George ihomson, the friend of Bums, with tbe 
view of securing a teacher. 

March 2. — ^Thia number contains an account of 
the conapira^ of Thistlewood and others (known 
as the Gato Street Conspiracy) for the aaeaaainap 
tion of hia Majeety'a Ministers. "The traitora 
were actually met, in a loft they had hired a« a 
rendesvous, and were completely armed and ready 
to commence the butchery, when they were sur- 
prised by the peace-officers and a party of the 
Coldstream Guards." 

Ibid. — ^The exclusion of the Queen's name from 
the Liturgy, recorded in thia issue, was the 
beginning of the bitter struggle over the claims 
and character of the Consort of King George 
IV. 

March 9. — ^Parliament mm dissolved on the 1st 
inst, and a new Parliament called for the 21at 
of ApriL 

Ibid. — A riot occurred on the estate of Culoaim 
through an attempt to remove the tenantry. A 
force, consisting of twenty-five men of the Ross- 
ahire Militia and fortv constables, was com- 
pelled to beat a retreat bj a body of three or 
four hundred people, chiefly women, poated be- 
hind a stone dyke, "who rushed out upon the 
ackers with a hideous veil and attacked them 
with sticks, stones, and other misslea." The 
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Sheriff of the Coan^. who aocompaaied the 
perty, euilered lome injiirj, and had Uia peoelfl 
of hie carriage brokeo. A few shots were, with- 
out orden, fired by the aoHuei* in aelf-defeiioe, 
aad two or three women were eeyeiel/ wounded. 

Ibid.— "Married, on the 1st March, Lieat-Ck^onel 
CMauhonn Onmt, Foiree, to Miae Maraaret 
Brodie, aeoond dktaghter of James Brodie of 
Brodie, Eiq." 

IbkL— **At Ardfreck. in the lile of Sim, on the 
2nl nit., Mrs Macleod, Dowager d Taiiaker, at 
the advanced age of 91. This exoelleot and ao- 
oompliahed lady had passed the earlier yean of 
her life in the politest circles of society in 
Europe. On the Oolonel*s death, in the rear- 
1789, she retired to her jointure house, where 
she paased her diaoonsolate widowhood, an emin- 
ent example of female wortii and dignity to her 
sex, in the duties of ferrent CSuistian deyotion 
and; extensive dharity." 

March 16. — ^In course of the Qeneral £lecti<m now 
in proffress, there was a keen struggle between 
the Fife and SeaAeld interests in Mgin. Two 
of the Councillors in Colonel Qrant^ intereit 
were picked up and carried off to the coast of 
Sutherland. A day or two afterwards a f<Mroe 
of tenantry from the Grant estates in Strath- 
spey assembled and marched to Grant Lodge 
at Elgin. A short account of this, the lut 
Highland Raid on record, ii given in this issue. 
Full particulars appeared in our columns some 
years ago, written by the late Bailie Stuart 
The paper was repubuahed in the 21st Volume 
of the TraQsactions of the Gaelic Society. 

Ibid. — "We state with deep regret the death of 
Sir Alexand^er Mackenzie of Avoch, who on 
Saturday last suddenly expired at Mullineam, 
on his way to the North to attend the Boss- 
shire election.'* Sir Alexander was sixty-five 
years of age, having been bom in 1765. He 
discovered and explored the Mackenzie River in 
the North- West of America, and was the first 
white man to cross the Rodcy Mountains and 
reach the Pacific Coast. 

Ibid. — "Died, at the Manse of Tain, on the 3rd 
curt., Mrs Margaret Brodie, widow of the late 
Rev. Charles Cidder, minister of Urquhart." A 
long paragrai^ speaks very highly of this lady's 
character and accomplishments. — "At Sharrow 
Head, near Sheffield, on the 7th inst., Major- 
General Patrick Mackenae, colonel of the 3rd 
Roysl Veteran Battalion, after 42 years' active 
employment in the service of his country." 

Ibid.— It is stated that Colonel Baillie of Leys 
had been returned as one of the representatives 
of the burgh of Hedon. 
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March 23. — An important meeting at Dornoch 
complained of an Act passed for the enoonrage- 
ment and improvement of the Irish fisheries. 
'Riis Act granted higher bounties to the Irish 
fish-curers, and priyiieges not enjoyed by their 
British competitwa ; and as a consequence the 
latter could not compete in the market with 
the Ixiih fish-curer. It was stated at the 
meeting that "in seyeral parts of the North of 
BcotLaod, and particularly in the county of 
Sutherland y the jMrosecution of the herring and 
white fisheries is of recent date" ; that in Suther- 
land the industiT had been fostered by the 
patronage of the Marquis of Stafford, ana gave 
employment to a numerous population. 

Ibid — ^Mr Thomas Mackenzie, jr. of Applecross, 
was re-elected member for Rosa-shire without 
opposition. His election was proposed bjr Mr 
Madeod of CadboU, and seconded by Sir Hector 
Mackenzie of Gairloch. 

Ibid. — ^Rev. Alexr. Macbean, minister of Kin- 
cardine, writes on the subject of the Culrain 
riots. He strongly disapproves of the removal 
of the tenantry, but announces that ^ey had 
accepted the writs served on them by the Sheriff 
Officer. 

Ibid. — ^The contest at £lfl[in, with kidnapping of 
voters and incursion from Strathspey, reoUls 
the following anecdote: — ^"Seventy years since 
the proprietor of Kinsteary was opposed to tfte 
Liurd of Grant as a candidate for representing 
the county of Inverness. The men of Strath- 
spey, indignant that any Lowlander should pre- 
sume to compete with their Chief, came in 
detached parties to the neig!hbourhood of Inver- 
ness, pretendmg to have lost a great number of 
cattle. Ten chosen scouts watched every move- 
ment of tb^ destined prey» and, seizing a 
favourable moment, one threw a plaid over 
Kinsteery*s head and the others hoodwinked his 
companions in the same manner. The candi- 
date for the county was detained among the hills 
until the Laird <» Grant was retumra for the 
county, and several years passed before that 
Chief was informed wnat individuals made the 
bold effort to insure his election." 

March 30.— -On the 23rd, Mr Macpherson-Graat 
of Ballindalloch was elected M.P. for the county 
of Sutherland. On the same day Cblonel Fran- 
cis William Grant of Grant was elected mem- 
ber for the countv of Moray. 

April 6 and 13.^The Right Hon. Charles Grant 
was unanimously re-elected member of Parlia- 
ment for the county oi Inverness. The nomina- 
tion wBfl made b^ Glengarry and seconded bj 
Gknmoriston. Mr Grant delivered a speech, 
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which ii Imported at ooniiidiii ahln leogth, and 
in the eTening enterUiiMd * krge pw^ to 
dinner in the Northern Meeting Roonne. A 
few ereninge thereafter he ga^e a rapper aod 
ball to the joung people.-— Mr George Com- 
ming, London, wae re-eleotod member for the 
Zn^emeee Diatriot of Burahs, the election 
taking plaoe at Foirea. — ^fiie Hon. George 
ftyoe Campbell, captain, R.N.. eerood eon of 
lioid Cawvlor, wiM ^cted member for the 
county of Nairn.— Sir Hugh Innee of Lochaleh 
wee rejected for the Northern Eurghs. — ^Mr 
Archibald Faranhareon of Finiean wae elected 
for the Elgin Dietrict of Bnrffhs by the casting 
▼ote oi the delcMmte for Ooflen, the preridinff 
borgh, General Duif being the defeated candi- 
date. In thia caae no commisaioned delegate 
appeared for Elgin, but competing minntea of 
QMracil were read in lavonr of two nomineea, 
each ^pointed to Tote for the rival candidate ; 
but both Totea were rejected.— The Earl of Fife 
waa re-elected member for Banffahire. 

April 13. — ^Thia iaane giv«s an account of proceed- 
inga in Glaagow end Paialey in connection with 
a ^eral atrike of workmen and a threatened 
riaing. Diaturbancea alao occurred at Greenock. 

Ibid. — An epidemic of inflnenaa ia reported in In- 
Tamesa, toe illneaa bein«' attended oy headache, 
aore throat and other diaagreeable tymptoma. 

May 4. — Thia iaane contittna a report of the trial 
ox Thiatlewood and hia companiona. Five were 
aentenoed to death. 

Ibad. — A Taeancy in the aitoaAion of Latin teacher 
in the InTemeas Academy waa filled by the iip- 
pointment of Mr Gbrmichael from the School 
of Qrieff. "The filling up of thia yaoancr/* 
aaya the report, "ia known to hare excitea a 
Tery deep intereat in thia part of the country. 
We formerly mentioned tnat the conteet had 
added £1000 to the funda and 90 namea to the 
list of directora ; but before tht day waa done 
the money and the namea were more than 
doubled." Thia ia en indication of the atrife 
of local partiea in those daya in the burgh. 

Mhy 11.— Ilie IVeaaniw of the InTemeaa Auxili- 
ary of the Bible Society reported receipt of 
tanm from town and oounty amounting to 
£248 7a. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Gerguaton of Bedcaatle, on the 
28th ult, Alexander Macfarquhar, aliaa Roy 
(one of the oldeet men in thia part of the conn- 
try) at the adyanoed aire of 10^ yeara ; he waa 
one of thoae wiioae attachment to the unfortu- 
nate and Royal Family of Stewnrt led him in 
1746 to rapport their cauae at the battle of 
Cnlloden." 
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Kay 18.-^t Ifilnfield. on the 7th emt., Mr Al«x- 
uider MaodooeU, wno for 37 yean praetiied m 
ft writer in Invemeee. 

iSmy 25.— Hie death ia reoorded on the 12th inat., 
in the 70th year of hia age, of the Roy. Imae 
Ketchen, for upwarda of 40 ▼^eara miniater of 
the Seoeaai<»i Gongres^on at Nairn. "No 
minister could be better entitled to the charao- 
ter of father and friend of hia people, or more 
beloved by them and reapected by all daaaea of 
the community in the town and neighbour- 
hood. The dnmmatanoea of hia death were re- 
markably aokmn and impreaaive. He had 
preached on Sabbatii with great animation and 
effect, on Matthew, 25th cMpter, 13th veme: 
'Watch, therefore, for ye enow neither the 
day nor the hour wnen the Son of Man cometh'-* 
roae in hia naaal health on Friday morning — 
had come from hia doaet (after praying for the 
laat time to hia Father who aeetl: in aecret) to 
the breakfaat room, where t2ie family were aa- 
aembled for aocial worship, and had the Paalm- 
bo(^ in hand to begin, wnen he leaned hie head 
on the table, and without a man breathed hia 
apiiit into the handa tA hia Father and hia 
Ood." 

Jnne 15. — ^The return of the Queen to England ia 
chronicled, and the excitement whidi her dafau 
created. The aympathv of the people waa ia 
her f ayour. 

Ibid.^rhe annual meeting of the Northern Mia- 
aionary Society waa held on the 14th at Inyer- 
neaa. OoUeotiona were intimated amounting to 
£93 19a 6d. 

June 22.— The annual Sheep and Wool Market 
began on) the 20th. little buaineea waa done 
in aheep, but wool aold at pricea rather higher 
than were enpected. Common wool per double 
atone from 1& to 20b ; Cbeyiot wool per siujade 
atone from 20a to 22b ; Gheyiot dieep from 20s 
to 25a; blackfaoedl sheep from 2(M to 258; 
Gheyiot lamba from 10b to 11a; bkckfaoed 
lamba frxmi 78 to 8e 6d ; croke ewea from 16a 
to 17a; wedder hoggs from 16a to 16a. At 
Fort-William Market the preyious week no 
buaineaa waa directly done in wool, the hi^eat 

Srice offered being loa ; but aome saks were con- 
itionally made, the prioea to be determined by 
the Inyemeaa Market 

Ibid.— The Rey. Mr Martm, of the Ghapd of 
Eaae, Inyemeaa, w«a presented to the Ohurdi 
of Abemethy, yacant by the deaih of Mr Grant. 

Ibid.— A ateamboat, owned by Mr Bell, aniyed in 
the Oanal Baain, to ply on Loch-Nesa. '^t ia 
intended that the ateamboat ahaU go to Fort- 
Auguatua ey«ry morning and retom to Inyvr- 
neaa at ni^^ht.' 



^ 
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June 24. — ^"llie itounbottt htm now perfonned mx 
■aoooMfnl TovagM on Lodi-NeM and the Ode- 
donian Canal, going off in the moniing, and 
retorning traok FarUAngiutiis ever3r night. 
Nothins mora forcibly abows the FH>id improra- 
ment of thia conntiy, and the enteiprking com- 
merdal spirit apread abixMd amona the FJBople 
than the facility afforded to traveUen. Tliree 
daily ooachee, Mid one coach on alternate days, 
now let out from and arriYe at Inverneaaj 
which very few yewe back no publio vehicle ^>- 
proached; end which wittiin the memory of 
UTing men aeemed aa unapproachable aa otor- 
noway or Lerwick. The former, by the way, ia 
now to be brought home, tor we undervtand that 
a steamboat is to be established at Stomoway." 
In the asme issue there is an adyertisement of 
throng communication between InTemess and 
Fort- William. It was announced that a stesm- 
boat would ply regokrly three times a-week 
between Inverness ud Fort-Augustas ; and that 
STery Saturdar a two-horse oonTeTaace (or if 
business would admit <me with four horses) 
and a lifl^t waffoon would run from Fart-Aug]Ds- 
tua to Fort-Wuliam, returning the following 
Monday. This was to connect with the steamer 
Oomat plying between Fort-William and Olaa- 
gow. The enterarising person who started the 
conveyance was lAr William Geddes, yintner, 
InvameasL He slso proposed to establish at an 
early date a conveyance from Invermoriston to 
Kyle Rhea, on the Sound of Skye. The fsre 
from Inverness to Fort-Augustus wsf— Ckbin, 
6s; steerage, 3s 6d; and from Invemeas to 
Fort-William, ISs. "Thus it will be m the 
power of the tourist to fl|o in handsome style 
from Inverness to Edinburgh, including boat 
and coadi hires, for the small sum of 5^, and 
steerage passengers may go the same distance 
for the very moderate fare of 32s." As regards 
the Loch-Ness steamer, it was stated that it 
waa "elcKantly and commodiously fitted up." 
that refreshments of every description, of the 
best quality, would be sold on bouxl on reason- 
able terras ; sad that books and music would be 
provided. Hie vessel sailed from Muirtown 
Locks every Tuesday, lliursday, and Saturday, 
and made the return journey from Fort-Augus- 
tus every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

July 6. — ^Died, at Inverness, on Sunday, 25th June 
last, aired 60. Mr Donald Marpherson, many 
yesrs one of the Magistrates of Inverness. 

July 13. — ^This issue contains an account of the 
proceedings of the House of Lords, when the 
report of the Secret Committee on the Queen's 
case was submitted, and Lord Uverpool brought 
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in a bill for the dlBmlation of the Royal mar- 
riaffe and depriving the Queen of her rights 
adid priTileges. 

xhid.— vThe Sacred Music Institution formed at 
Inyemess adyertises classee to be conducted by 
Mr Huntly. A long letter appears from Mr 
Qeorge Thomson, the correspondent of Bums, 
on t£» improTement of psahnody. 

July 27.— A cattle market was held for the first 
time at Bridge-End of Alness, on the 19th curt. 
— ^The Inyergordcm Horticultural Society held 
its first meeting for the distribution of premi- 
ums "at the yfilage of Inyergordon Ness" on 
thelGth. 

August 3.~-On Monday-, 31st July, the Rey. 
Hector Bethune, minister of Alness, was in- 
ducted into the church and living of Dingwall, 
vacant by the trandation of the Rev. Dr A. 
Stewart to the Canongate Church of Edinbursh. 

August 10. — ^The hotels and lodging^ouses in In- 
verness are reported as veiy crowded. This 
waa partly due to the facilities afforded by the 
steamer recently placed on Loch-Ness, with its 
through connection via Fort-William. It was 
announced that the steamer wae to so down the 
Moray Firth the following week, "for the par- 
pose of exhibiting her u^fulneea and stirring 
up gentlemen of public spirit to establieh a 
boat on the Firth for conveying goods and pas- 
sengers." On several occasione the vessel oad 
been unable to carry all the goods sent to Muir- 
town Wharf. 

Ibid.— "The Airs and Melodies Peculiar to the 
Highlands of Scotland and the Isles, vocally ar- 
ranged with symphonies and acoompanimenta 
for the pianoforte, &a. Vol. I." ia announced 
by the editor, Gkptain Fraser, as about to be 
publiahed by subsmption. Captain Fraser had 
before this issued a volume of Highland melo- 
dies, whidi met with much euccess in his 
native country. He had, however, sent a 
large consiarnment abroad, which had resulted 
in serioua loss, owing, ^>parently, to the com- 
petition of a pirated edition published in 
America. 

August 17.— A meeting waa held and a Committee 
appointed for the estabUshment of a subscrip- 
tion library in Inverness. 

August 24.— It is stated that markets had re- 
cently been established at Muir of Ord, and 
promised well. The number of cattle exposed 
for sale were computed to be from three to 
four thousand head. 

Ibid.— "Arrived at Rennet's Hotel, John Olad- 
tone, Esq., of Liverpool, M.P., and family." 

August 31.— A large part of this issue is devoted 
to speeches and evidence at the Queen's trial. 

24 
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— ^The ReT. Legh Richmond, of Tnnrey, in 
Bedfordahire, visited InTerneM to commend a 
movement for promoting Ghfistaanity among 
tlie Jews. 

September 7. — ^llie Northern ICiaaionary Society 
held it« anniversary meeting at Tain on the 
30th ult. Subscriptions ami donations were 
announced to the amount of £122 19s 6d. 

Ibid.— "Married, on the 23rd August, at La CoL 
umbriere, Jersey, by the Dean of the Island, 
Major William Mack&y, 68th light Infantry, 
to Margaret, only child of Captain Robert Mao- 
kay of nedgeaeld, Inverness."— "At Hartfield 
House, on l^esday, 22nd August, James Mac- 
donald, Es<). of Balranald and younger of Lyn- 
dale, to Miss Jane Mackenzie, third daughter 
of the deceased Captain Mackenzie of Hartfield. 
The event was celebrated in the true old style 
of rugfUand hospitality, there being upwards 
of 30 la^es and gentlemen present, woo did 
not separate till the end of the week, but trip- 
ping it on the light fantastic toe to the enliven- 
ing sounds of Mr Morrison's excellent band, 
and sharing in the liberal hospitalities of Hart- 
field and Applecross House, the residence of 
the worthv member for Ross-shire.'* 

September 14. — ^The whole of the evidence for 
the prosecution of the Queen was now ended, 
and the House of Lords adjourned to the 3rd 
of October. 

Ibid. — ^Three dvil cases were tried at Inverness 
before Lord Gillies and a jury. The first had 
reference to a weir on the "Rirer Kess, the 
second to a commonty claim from Sutherland, 
and the third wae an action by the Rev. Dr 
Ross, Lochbroom. The special interest affect- 
ing these cases arose from the presence of Ifr 
Je£Erey and Mr Cockbum as counsel. The 
Court was crowdled almost to suffocation during 
the three days, and* the eloquence and ingenuity 
of the advocates created a great impression. 

September 21. — ^There waa some commotion in 
prospect of the annual election of the Town 
Council of Elgin. Eight of the members issued 
a circular, in which they declared that their 
intentions are "to vote into the Town CouncU 
such gentlemen onlv as are fully qualified agree- 
ably to the set of tne burgh," and that "neither 
threats nor any oonsideratioD whatever^ would 
deter them from exercising their just rights "in 
ordier to restore to the burgesses of Elgin their 
lawful franchise, and thereby to put an end to 
a yoke of the most degrading and arbitrary 
nature." The subscribers of tiie circular call 
upon the Sheriffs of the county, the Magistratea, 
and every good citizen, to give them that nro- 
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teotuHi which as loyal aubjecta they were en- 
titled to daim. In the aaoie iaaae there ia a 
report on the Royal Burghs of Scotland by a 
Select Oommittee of the House of Commons. 
Among other matters, this report oalls atten. 
tion to an extraordinary set of facts disclosed 
by Goloael Francis William Grant, M.P. "It 
appears that Golonel Grant was ProToet of the 
burgh of Elgin during the years 1816, 1817, and 
1818; also Frovoet of Forres during two of 
tdiose same years, 1816 and 1817 ; and also in 
the Council of the burgh of Nairn from the 
year 1812 to the present time inclusive. It 
IS required by the sets of three out of the four 
burghs, of which Colonel Grant was in Council 
at ue same time, that the members of Council 
should be merchants or traffickers within the 
respectiTe burghsi It must be superfluous to 
the Oommittee to obserye that these four burshs 
are so far distant from each other as to render 
the obsenranoe of this provisitHi of the sets of 
three of them wholly incompatible with the 
facts detailed in the eyidence." The Commit- 
tee, howeyer, add that the irregularity was due 
rather to the defects of the system than to the 
indiyiduaL 

September 28. — A correspondent writes: — ^"A 
complete reyolution has been effected in the 
burgh management of Elgin at( the present elec- 
tion. The contending parties approached the 
goal neck and neck, but the F — interest 
finally predominated. We now stand— Alezr. 
InneSy Esq., Proyost; Messrs John Forsyth, 
Peter Nichdsoa, Dayid Cormie, and William 
Dunbar, Badlies; Lewis Anderson, Dean of 
Guild ; Robert Dick. IVeasnrar. Last night the 
town of Elgin was brilliantly illuminatM. and 
numbers of the inhabitants paraded the streets 
with torch-lights to celebraite the present elec- 
tion of llafristrates and Town Council." Tliis 
was probably a reaction against the Strathspey 
Raid. 

September 28. — ^This issue contains extracts from 
Mr Loch's work on the Improyements in Suther- 
land. 

October 6. — Sir William Gordon-Gumming of 
Altyre elected Proyost of Nairn. — ^Mr Macpher- 
soiuGrant of BaDindalloch, ML P., elected Pro- 
yost of Wick. This compliment was paid to Mr 
Macpherson-Grant on the motion of Sir John 
Sinclair, in recognition of bis seryices to the 
fisheries. 

Ibid. — A sum of £50 was remii;ted by Mr Ken- 
neth Macpherson of Jamaica, being subscrip- 
tions collected in tho Colony in aid of the So- 
ciety for Educating the Poor in the High- 
Tands. 
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Ootober 12.—^ Ions report » grm of tho pro- 
oeedingB connected with tbe trial of the Queen, 
and the Mine inbject ccmtumes to engroea anb- 
aeqnent infuea. 
Ibid.— "The ladiea of Elgin hare preaented the 
new ProToat with a haiidw>me gold chain, to 
be worn l^ him and his racoeeoora in oi&oe ao 
long aa the IfagiatralM and Council maintain 
tbev independenoeL"— Oolin Mackenaie of 
Kilcoy waa elected PToToat of Dinnrwall, and 
Roderick Macfarqnhar ProToat of Fortroae. 
October 19.— Tbe ateamboat between Qlaastow 
tatd Fort-WilHam had been ao ancceeafnl that 
another boat waa to be put on the route, and 
the Torage performed twice a week. 
Ibid.— "So great ia the intereat excited by the trial 
of th4^ Qtieen that a Reading-room haa been 
eatabliahed «t Brora, where the prindpil Lon- 
don papers are taken in." 
October 26.— The Northern Meeting waa held the 
proTiona week. The Marqnia of HuntW (de- 
acribed aa "the life and aonl of every aoeiefcy**) 
waa abaent, but otherwise there waa a eatiafao- 
torv attendance. The chair waa filled ancoee- 
mveij by Mr Madeod of Ondboll, Sir Jamea 
Dnnbar, and Sir William Gordon-Camming. 
Keighbonring proprietora mnt preaenta of 
game. 
lud. — ^The preminma giren bv the Board of Agri- 
cnltore for the beat cnltiyated farm in the 
county of Morav had been adjudged in the 
nreyioua May to Mrs Gkddea of Orbliston. The 
lady waa permitted to make her own choice of 
plate, and now received two handaome cups, 
a tea-^ot. milk-ewer, and! sugar bowl, with a 
auitable inscription. The improYementa were 
planned by her deceased husband "at a period 
when the* apirit of agricultural exertion in 
Morayshire waa by no means so ronapicuoua as 
at present.'* They consisted in the conyersion 
of "fifty acres of mooriah sround, on which 
preyioualy not a blade of flrrass or cori> bad eyer 
grown, into excellent arable land, by the liberal 
use of lime and » iudlicious mode of subsenuent 
improyement." Mrs Qeddea had continued the 
work on obtaining a renewal of the lease. 
Ibid.— The Rieht Hon. William Dnndaa, MP.. 
was elected Proyoet of Tain, and the Marquis of 
Stafford ftoyost of Dornoch. 
November 9. — ^Mr J. Murray, who was lecturing 
on chemistry in Inyemese, contributes an 
article on the constituents of the water of the 
Riyer Nesa. He says that Loch -Ness does not 
freeze because the water is so deep th<at the 
seyereet of our winters fails to redHine tho 
surface to freering point. 
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NoTember 16.— The leoond reading of the bill for 
diyorciDg the Queen was carnM in the LordB 
by a majority of 28. On the third reading, 
howeTer, the majority fell to 9, and MiniBtem 
then abandoned! the InlL 

NoTember 23.— This issue contains a report of 
rejoicinge throudbont the country on the aban- 
donment of the Divorce Bill. At Invemess an 
intimation was drculatedl that a number of the 
inhabitants intended to illuminate on the even- 
ing of Tneaday, 21st. The Magistrates there- 
vnpon announced that thia intimation was wholly 
unauthorised by them, and that if any illumin- 
ation took place, eteps would be taken to secure 
the public peace. V^th this view, and to pro- 
tect thoee who did not illuminate, the Uagia- 
trates invited a number of gentlemen to eaaist 
in keeping the peace, and also called out the 
Civil Force and the detachment of Militia sta- 
tiioiMd at Invemess. "This force," says the 
report, 'Viasembled on Tuesday evening, but 
happily there waa no occasion f(« their in. 
ternrenoe, as the people behaved with pro- 
priety and good humour, which do credit to 
the diaracter of the town. At the hour an- 
nounced (6 o'clock) those intend&nff to illumin- 
ate, lighted up; and as the evening was un- 
commonly aoft and beautiful, a very great con- 
course of persons of both sesea traversed the 
streets to enjoy the novelty of the scene. The 
illumination was very partial m the principal 
streets iA the town, the thick blaae bang con- 
fined to the west side of the river and the dif- 
ferent Buburba. Fire-works and huazain^ com- 
pleted the circle of the ordinary accompaniments 
of illumination ; and if the people were occa- 
aionally a little loud in their exultation, it all 
paased off very well on a night consecrated by 
them to enjoyment. We nave heard of no 
offence beinfj^ committed ; and have much plea- 
sure in staUng that no insult was offered to 
the private feelings of either tiie Lighters or 
NonXighters." 

December 21. — ^"Sir Hugh Innes, Bart., has made 
arrangements for plying a larffe steamboat, cal- 
culate for the conveyance of bulky commodi- 
ties b^ween Kyleakin, in Locbalsh, and Olaa- 
gow, onoe a wec^, to commence early in aprinir." 
The next issue states that a steamboat called the 
Hi^land Chieftain made the first voyage to 
Kyleakin about a fortnight before. 



190 Invemus Oawritr Index. [1821 



No. XVI. 

The year 1821 opHBiied under the ahedow oast 
by the Queen's trial, so recently brought to 
an inglohons close. Loyal addresses were 
▼oted to the King, bnt not without opposi- 
tion, and with a marked desire to exercise 
severe criticism on the oondnot of the Qovem- 
ment. Eacamples of this will be found be- 
low. As the year advanced, the develop- 
ment of steam communication by way of Aber- 
deen created much interest along the northern 
seaboard. 

In the second half of 1821 public attention 
was directed to the ooronation of the King, 
the refusal to admit the Queen to the cere- 
mony, her Majest^s subsequent death, and 
the unfortunate incidents which attended her 
funeral procession in London. The visit of 
the King to Ireland was also a subject of in- 
terest and of more hopefulness thsn the cir- 
cumstances warranted. 

The first entry in July gives the population 
of the town and parish of Inverness, which 
was less than half what it has now reached. 
One of the most curious cases in the history 
of Excise proseoutioas will be found in the 
notes for ileoember. 

From the •' Inverness Oowier.*' 
182L 

Jsousry 4. — ^In this and other issues there are 
loyal addrefises to the Eling from county meet- 
ings, Town Councils, and Presbyteries. Tlie 
"Gburiei^' at the same time mentions that party 
zeal of a political kind had long been absent 
from the Highlands, but was now begixming to 
show itself. 

IbidL— '*0n 1lMixlKLa.y, the 7Ui ult., the Highland 
Chieftain steamboat returned from her trip from 
Glasgow to Kyleakin, in Skye. She com- 
pleted her voyage to that place, which is 240 
miles from Glasgow, in 35 hours and 60 minutes, 
and she completed her voyage home in 40 hours 
and 16 minutes, notwithstanding having experi- 
enced the violent gales we had at the beginning 
of the month, and havinar to contend with many 
of the very rapid currents in the oarrows along 
the western coast. We undierstand thst the 
proinietors of this boat have resolved to ply 
oer between Glasgow and Kyleakin by Grinan. 
Oban, and Tobermory, during the ensuing sum- 
mer." 
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January 11.— A report of the InTemen county 
meeting shows that the terms of the loyal ad- 
dress to the King caused a lively discussion. 
Glengarry, who was not present, wrote that he 
saw no necessity for addressing his Majeetjr at 
present. Mr Grant of Bothiemurchus criticised 
with seyerity the conduct of his Majesty's 
Ministers, and moyed an amendment. Mr 
Fraser of Audmagaim asked Mr Grant who 
gained the battle of Waterioo. "Mr Grant re- 

Cl, not his Majesty's Ministers, God knows, 
my Lord Liverpool, my Lord Castlereagh, 
or Mr Vansittart commanded that day, the 
battle would not have been gained. And had 
the Duke of Wellington posscnsed no more wis- 
dom, vigour, or consistency than these sentle- 
men, even he would not have obtained the vie- 
tbry." Mr Fraser, yr. of Torbreck, who 
seconded the amendment, said that without 
entering at all into the question of the guilt or 
innocence of the Queen, he considered the with- 
drawal of the BiU of Pains and Penalties one 
of the proudest triumphs the people of England 
had ever obtained. The amendment was ulti- 
mately withdrawn, but the following clause 
adopted from it was introduced into the address : 
— "We have the utmost satisfaction in beinff 
able to assure your Majesty that in this part of 
your Majesty's dominions, there exists no spirit 
of disaffection, or irreligion, <x of immorality, 
nor have any attempts been made, so far as 
we have been able to learn, either by the drcu- 
latioo of books and writings, or otherwise, to 
shake the loyalty or to coirupt the manners of 
Hhe people." In several counter meetings else- 
where and in Presbyteries opposition was riiown 
to the voting of addresses. "Dr Ghahners in 
Glasffow and Mr Andrew llomson in Edin- 
burgh respectively witjistood tftie proposed Ad- 
dresses, and reprobated the interference of the 
clergy m poUtical matters, as the sure means 
of lowering the clericel character, injuring the 
cause of religion, and lessening the influence of 
its teachers over the minds of the people." Mr 
Macleod, vr. of GadboU, dissented from some 
pa(rtB of the Aadress adopted by the county of 
Koss. 

Ibid.— The directors of the Sacred Music Institu- 
tion announced that Mr Hunter had been en- 
gased and had commenced teaching as successor 
to Mr Hunily. 

January 18 and 25.— Reports of meetings, from 
many parts of England and Scotland, snow the 
excitement that prevailed. Loyal addresses 
were voted to the King, but the conduct of 
Ministers was frequently censured. 
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Febroary L^Pte&une&t wis opened on tlie 23rd 
initb bj the King in p«non, aiid the tpeeoh from 
the Tlirone reoommended the Oommom to pro- 
vide an income lor the Queen. Hut concenion 
tended to ellay the public temDer. The emoimt 
•nbeeqnently Totod wm £60,000 a-^eer. 

Febnurj 8.^Theie ia » report of » dinner of the 
Celuc Society in Edinbnivh (the third general 
meeting), at which Sir Walter Scott preaided, 
aapported by Glengarrv and Afacleod of Ifac- 
leoa. About 70 gentlemen were preaent, at- 
tired in the Hi^^hluid dreaa. The principal ob- 
ject of the SoaetT waa to promote ^e general 
use of the Highland garb in the Hi^nlaoda. 
Sir Walter, in replying to the toaat of hia own 
health, aaid that it hM been hia good fortune 
in early life to be much in the Hi;^ilanda. "He 
remembered with delight how be uaed to clins 
round the kneea of aome aged Highlander, and 
liaten half aatoniahed, half afraid, to the talea 
and traditiooa of that romantic country. It 
waa then and there that he had imlnbed that 
love for wild aceneir and legendary lore which 
had aince procured nim what reputation he en- 
joyed. He knew that hia friend. Sir Jchn lial- 
oolm. when on hia embaaay to Peraia, had gained 
much reputation by narrating to the Eaatern 
Gburt, in their own'lanffuage, the Arabian talea. 
He, in like manner, had only giren back to hia 
country tlie talea which they bad formeriy 
known and loYed." 

February 16. — ^"'A reading-room waa opened at 
Cromarty on Tuesday week, which ia to take 
in three London daily papera, two Edinburgh 
papera, and the two Inyemeaa papera. Thia 
eatabliahment muat be found peculiarly uaeful 
to the atirring town of Cn>marty." 

Ihid.— It ia reported that the Badenoch Auxiliary 
of the Bible Sodety had collected £68 Oa 2id. 
Key. Mr Macdonala, miniater of Alyie, writea : 
— "Cdnaidering the almoet total failure of the 
potato crop, on which the poorer daaa depend aa 
their principal food for three-fourtha of the 
year; the great fall in the price of cattle and 
aheep, the ataple commodity of the country, 
during ihe whole of the laat aeaaon, and more 
particularly towardii the condnaion of it, to- 
gether with the general poyerty of the coun- 
try, the ahoye amount collected in these dr- 
eumatancea ia a dear proof that the Bible ia not 
underyalued among the Highlandera of thia dia- 
trict." 

February 22.— "The Society for educating the 
poor m the Highlanda haye, upon certain con- 
ditiona, come definitdy to the reaolution of 
erecting a building in Inyemeaa aa a Gentrd 
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and Model School, and they have fixed on a plan 
which will affostl accommodation for 300 
scholars, who are to be educated on the new or 
Lancastrian system. The meeting at which 
this resolution waa adopted wa* held hero on 
Taesday, in the Town Hall, and was numeroiiflly 
attended, Oolin ICackensie, Esq. of Kilcoy, 
being in the chair." The directors only agreed 
to the erection of a school on snch a large scale 
on condition of the inhabitants of the town 
becoming bound for a portion of the expense. 
To this a number of i& inhabitants assented, 
and an agreement was entered into by whidi 
the Sode^ was secured in the interest of the 
money to be expended on the building, and the 
fen-duty of the ground on which it was to be 
erected. The new school was to be erected 
on the west side of the river, immediately op- 
posite the English [Higlk| Church. It was oU- 
culated that the three schools, Academy, Rain- 
ing^s, and Ontral, would provide aooommodv 
tion for 900 boys and girls, covering tbe whole 
sdiool population of the town. 

Ibid. — ^Indications are noted of returning pros- 
nerity in the manufacturing districts, am even 
in thjs remote quarter." With reference to tSus 
district, "it is remarked both bv commerdal 
travellers and those connected witn agriculture, 
that they recollect of no season in which the 
payment of accounts has been more prompt or 
fresh orders more liberally given." 

Ibid. — In a scuffle near Milton of Kilravock be- 
tween three Excisemen and two smugglers, a 
father and son, the father received injunes from 
which he died The smugglers had refused to 
surrender the illicit spirits which they were 
conveying in a cart. 

Ibid. — A list of premiums is published, adjudged 
by the Highland Society of Scotland to com- 
petitors in Highland districts. "Our Northern 
readers will feel gratifled by observing that the 
oremiums for improving sheep pasture by 
making sheep drains are making -their way to- 
wards us. We learn that in the coun^ of 
Sutherland there are some faorms, on eadi of 
which, within the last five or six years, up- 
wards of 60 miles of sheep drains have been exe- 
cuted." 

March 1.— On the previous Monday, cheers of 
Excise secured three horses laden with nearlv 
six ankers of smuggled whiskv, on tiie north 
side of Kessock Ferry, on their way to Ihver- 



Marob 8. — A controversy arose in connection with 
the Inverness Athanseum. It was alleged that 
of five London daily papers received into the 

25 
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room, four had for tome time been Oppotitioa 
pnn«n, umI that of eight taken in dunng tlie 
Queen't trUl^ Beyen were Oppoeition and only 
one Miniatenal. It aeema tiiat tbere were 
a^nt 130 ■abacribers to the inatitkition, and a 
nun^er of theae threatened to reaiffn nnleaa 
both oUuHea of newapapera were fairiy repre- 
aented. The annual meeting agreed to take in 
three IGniaterial and three Oppoaition papers. 
It appeand to be uncertain, howeyer, whether 
feelinff would be allayed. Aa the inatitation waa 
in debt, the aubacrtption waa raiaed from £1 
la to £1 10a per annum. 

March 15.— A aohool for the inatruction of female 
cldldren waa opened in Inremeaa. The daaaes 
were held in the Old Academy. 

March 22.— "Yeaterday the ReT. Mr Soott waa 
ordained miniater of the buraher congregation of 
thia place. A number of the neighbouring 
miniatera in the aame oonnection attended on 
thia occaiion, and the Rev. Mr Andeison, of 
Boghole, and Mr Kennedy, of Keith, preadied 
two Tcry appropriate sermona. We underatand 
thai a new meeting-houae ia immediately to be 
erected to acoomoKKlate thia congregation and 
their new paator." 

Ibid. — ^**A amuggling lugger diacharged part of a 
oar^ of sin, brandy, tea, tobacco, &c., at a 
fishing TiUage near Alturlie Point, below Cul- 
loden, on Tburaday, the lat inat. Of the whole 
cargo, only aeven matta of coarae tobacco, con> 
taining about a cwt. each, two boxea of tea, 
and a amall quantity of anuff were seized. In- 
formation waa given to the Acting Superviaor 
in Inverness, not until ei^t days after tne land- 
ing, and after hia preceding to the place of 
concealment he found that the whole amuggled 

ra had been removed.'' Several seizures of 
smuggled artiidea were afterwards made, 
amounting in value to about £1000. Hie 
amuggling lugger succeeded in landing goods 
at other pkcea on the coast. 

BCarch 22. — ^Thia iaaue publishes a correspondence 
between Glengarry uid danranald arising out 
of the question of the Ohiefship. 

Ibid.— "Died, on tfie 20tb inst., iJezander Fraaer, 
Kaq. of Torbreck, in the 77th year of hia age, 
deeply and lustly regretted." 

April 12.-^A haif-witt^ man, named Ghmn, from 
Gaithneaa, confined on a charge of sheep-steal- 
ing, effected his escape with considerable in- 
genuity from the prison of Inverness. He goti 
out about two in the morning. "But in proof 
of his real insanity, instead of profiting by hav- 
ing by many hours the start of hie purauers, 
he Knocked up the people of an adjoining public- 
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house, boasted of what be bad done, and de- 
manded some wtiisky. The consequence was 
that the alarm was immediately given, and by 
ten o'clock be was taken a few miles beyond 
Nairn. He bad called at the jail of Nairn to 
▼isit a friend there on his way. 

April 12. — ^Riote occurred at Gmids, in Suther- 
land, in resistance of summcHues of removal. A 
military f<Nrce bad to be celled in to quell the 
disturlMtnce. 

May 3. — ^This issue contains the report of the 
trial at the GSrcuit Court of seven persons from 
EUgin charged with the stealinff of a Bailie. 
Tlie unfortunate person was Bailie Francis 
Tavlor, who had been carried away from Elgin 
and conveyed in a boe/t to Brora, to prevent 
him actingin the Fife interest at the election 
of 1820. The defence alleged that Tavlor was 
a consenting party to his own removal, and as 
the Grown considered the evidence for the pro- 
secution insufficient, they threw up the case, 
consenting to a veidict of not guilty. 

May 10.— Mr Gharies Granti, senior, late M.P. 
for the county, presided at the annual meeting 
d the Invemees Auxiliair of the Bible So- 
detv. The Society had tnat year transmitted 
£200 to the Britieh and Foreign Bible Society, 
a mudi larger sum thsn had been sent in any 
former year. A sum of £1050 in all bad now 
been transmitted to the parent institution. 

Ibid. — ^"^When Mr Gharlee Grant, senior, retired 
from the representation of the county, be waa 
requested bv the freeholder to sit for this pic- 
ture, whidi was to be hung in the Court-room 
here. The painting was some time ago finhhed 
by Raebum, and does great credit to nis pencil. 
It was hung up before the meeting of the Court 
at the late Assiies. The many obligations 
which this county and the Highlands at large 
owe to the devoted zeal with idiiqh Mr Grant 
has. for « large portion of his useful life, pro- 
moted every object connected with the pros- 
perity of the county, was very happily expressed 
by Dr Robertson at the late public dinner in 
honour of has Majesty's birthdav. Dr Robert- 
son concluded his oMervations by saying that 
Tnvemess-flhire did not owe so mudi to all 
tile members who had represented the county 
since the Union, as to the individual efforts of 
the late member.' '* The portrait now hangs in 
the Sheriff Court-room in the CSMtle. 

May 17.— A oonveymoe was established to run 
lletween Inverness and Cromarty once in ten 
days, for the oonvemence of passengers goin^ 
by t9ie London smacks. It is stated that the 
want of such a conveyance had hitherto "made 
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tfaa iiiiMlDi nearlj wntai to th6 people of thif 

J^uarter.** Hie Tetaeb wera laid to be com- 
orteble and eTen eleguii. 

Her 24.— "At Rewlia, on the 14Ui cart, the Rev. 
Robert Arthur, minuter of the united parieh of 
Kinoexdine end Cullicuden, in the 78tn yeir of 
hie ^jgp end 47th ol hie minietry. He wm a 
man of leepectable telentb and gifte; a warm 
and aniinai>ed pread&er of the QMpel ; like onr 
bleiaed Lord, he went about doing all the good 
in hia power to both the eonla and bodiea of 
men, havinff coniiderable ildll in medicine at 
weU aa theology.'* 

Ifay 31.— "Here, cm the aOdi inat., after a abort 
iflneH, the Rev. Alexander Fraaer, aenior 
miniater of thia town, in the 70th year of baa 
age, and the 43rd of hia miniatry. The mitle- 
nesa and kindneaa of hia diapoaitton, hia un- 
feigned piety, and exemplary conduct, p rocu r ed 
him the attadunent of bia frienda anJ the re- 
apect of hia flock.*' The heritora and ICagie- 
tratee made application to have the mv. 
Thomaa Fraaer, miniater of the Third Oharge, 
traimferred to the Firat. Iliia they did in re- 
cognition of Mr Iliamaa Fraser's aealons 
laboura in the community, and hia attention to 
the poor and tick. He liad canied on hia work 
for twentv yeen on a wy alender atipend. 
Rev. lir Koee, who held the aeoond charge, ha-l 
"ver^ handeomely waived hia daima in favour 
of hia hi^y deeerving coUeagne." 

Ibid. — ^Thia iarae announoea the beginning of a 
regular conveyance by steam veaela between 
Aberdeen and Leith. "The Tourialf arrived at 
Aberdeen on Thuradav laat (24tli inat.) betwixt 
eight and nine o*clo<x in the evening, in the 
face of a atrong northerly wind, from Leith, 
after calling at moat of the intermediate plaoea ; 
and another ateam veeeel, of like elegant de- 
ecription will put on the trade in a few 
weejoi, wben one will aail from each port 
daily." The veasel entered Aberdeen Harbour 
in grand atyle, with a band of music playing. 

June 14. — A man named William Oochrane aet 
up bathing machinea at Seabank to enoonmge 
bathinff in the nei^bourhood U Inverness. 

Ibid. — ^Tbe annuAl meeting of the Northern Mis- 
sionary Socid^ was held at Inverness. Rev. 
Mr Smith, Chx>marty, preached in the High 
Gburch, and Rev. Mr Mackinloah, Tain, in the 
Church-yard. A sum of £54 waa collected at 
the door, and £58 contributed by subscription, 
making a total of £112. 

Ibid.— ^ steam veasel called the "Brilliant" waa 
launched at Dumbarton, to complete the con- 
nection witfi Inverness by way of Aberdeen. 
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She was 106 feet keel length and 126 feet deck, 
and bad englneB of 80 hone-power. 

Ibid.^"Died, in Qreai; Pnlteney Street, Bath, 
between two and three o'clock in the morning 
of Friday week, the Right Hon. Jc^n Campbell, 
Lord Oawdor, of Gaatlemartin, Pembrokeshire. 
His kndship is succeeded in his title and estates 
by tftie Hon. John Frederick Gtoipbell, M.P. 
for Oannarthen, who married the eldest daugh- 
ter of the Marquis of Bath." 

June Zl.— The Wool Market was held a day or 
two before. The following prices wore ob- 
tained : —For Cheviot wool, l8s to aOs per stone 
of 24 lbs. English. Some Uackf aced wool sold 
at 20s per double stone, but the market prices 
may be stated at from 18s to 20s. Good wed- 
ders brought 20s; the general market price. 
18s to 20s: Oheyiot ewes, 14e to 16s; bhMsk- 
faoedewes 12s; CSieviot lambs, 8s; blackfaced, 
6s to 7s. A considerable quantity of wool had 
been disposed of, but the more (^mlent farmtn 
had not accepted the offers of the staplers. All 
the sheep were not disposed of. 

Ibid.— "Died, at RosehaU, on tfie 10th inst, Wil- 
liam Munro, gardener at RoseSudl ever ance 
1747. As he wa« a married man with a large 
family when he first came there, and had been 
employed as a gardener elNwhere for several 
jei^f his age at that time could scarcely be 
less than 30; and he must therefore have at- 
tained at least the age of 104. Yet in spite of 
this extraordinary longevity, he retained the 
full use (^ his fsculties, and waa able to walk 
about till within a very short period before his 
death." 

June 28. — Four persons who had been ocmvicted 
of theft CMid sentenced to transportation at the 
Circuit Court, broke the jail at Nairn and 
escaped. One of them, a woman, was soon 
recaptured. 

July a — "The population oi the town and parish 
Off Inverness htm just been ascertained, and 
amounts to 12,194. In 1811 it was 11,600, 
ffiving an increase of only 694. In 1811 % wool- 
lea and a thread manufactorv were in full em- 
ployment in Inverness, botn which are now 
given up. The operations of the Canal were 
also carrying on ip the immediate neighbour- 
hood of t^^e town, which are now completed. 
These works cansed » great population in 1811, 
and are some of the reasons why the increase is 
sosmalL" 

Ibid. — ^"As an fastanee of the remarkable drought 
this swcm, Loeb-Lomond haa lately fallen fully 
seven feet perpendicularlv from the water 
mark; and persons pass ana repass between two 
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of the iilMidi OB ftepping gtooM which had 
been placed llian. Oar own fine rirer ii now 
lower than we otot remember to have eeen it.'* 

Ibid. — ^The ime containe the report of the Oom- 
mifldonera on Highbrnd Roada and Bridna, 
Hiring a inmnMrj of the work aooomplimd 
■inoe their appomtment in 1803. They had 
expended to the 31at of December 1880 the aom 
of £470,648. Parliamentary granta amounted, 
with interat, to £868,380, and oontribntioni 
by Highland proprieton, with intereet, to 
£218,860, a aun of oTer £6000 itiU remaining 
tb be pronded. The Gbmminionera note with 
aatiafaction that the^ had abec^ntely ayoided a 
aingle inetance of litisation in all their mvlti- 
jiiad tmnsacttfMii, thou^ the contracte to 
which they had been partxea were no leae than 
180 in nnmber. They stated with fepet, how- 
ever, that oontractore and their oantionen had 
•offered to a large amount onder the itrictneas 
of the ■peciflcationi. "V ariona memoriala httre 
been eaooewiTely tranemitted from Scotland 
praTing eome oompeniation for loeeea incurred ; 
and tM Commiasionere now find with deep re- 
gret that the Tery extent of the evil precludei 
them from giTing any hope of relief, the un- 
aroidable loeaee <3 raretiee, contractors and the 
creditors of these oontractors, being estimated 
at £34,000 ; their actual loss having bean pro- 
bably twice that amn." The roada consisted of 
874 miles, 1621 yards, executed by means of 
Parliamentary grants and contributions from 
Highland proprietors; 283 miles of military 
roMS, and 24 miles of roads in Ross and Cro- 
marty, executed solely by county funds, but 
all 01 which were repairaUe under an Act of 
1819, the total extending to 1182 miles 1621 
yar^. The total numter of Mdges erected 
was 1117. 

July 12. — ^nie announcement is made of the death 
(Mr Napoleon Buonaparte (he is not! called 
Emperor) in the Island of St Helena on the 
6th of May. A abort article points the moral 
of hia extraordinary career and final destiny. 
Hie writer aatntely remarks that "by the death 
of Napoleon, this country will aave oonaiderebly 
in money, and loae what, in apite of the thrifty 
fit that is upon us just now, we really value 
mor»— Oontmental influence." 

Ibid.— -Pretpsistions were in n ro g r c a s for the 
Coronation of George IV. The Queen claimed 
as a right the honour of being crowned. This 
was ultimately refused. 

Ibid. — An advertisanent announces that hott and 
cold hatha were about to be opened in Nairn. 

July 19.~A correspondent writes— "Notwith- 
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steading the ra{dd progren of knowledge and 
ciyiliiatiion in titiii oonntry, the whole ri^ and 
impolitic order of eocknastical oensure is still 
obserred in some Hi^^iland districts. Not 
many weeks a^o a clergyman in one of the 
Northern Counties caused a young woman stand 
and undergo censure tor three succesftive Sun- 
days in presence of the congregation, although 
she had oeen married at least seven months be- 
fore she became a mother. This is an ezoes- 
sively rigorous, if not an unwarrantable, exer- 
cise of the clerical functions." 
July 26. — This number contains a full account of 
tne Kins^s Comnalion in Westminster Abbey 
on the 19th inst The Queen was refused aa- 
mission. Dinners to celebrate the Coronation 
were hiM at Inverness and other towns. At 
the end of the month the King left on • visit to 
Irdand. 

Auffust 9.^"From August 1819 to March 1821 
tne Bntherlandshire Association paid! for the 
destruction of vermin the sum of £320. The 
vermin destroyed during that time consisted of 
112 full-BTown eagles, 18 young eagles, 211 
foxes, 317 wild cats, martins, and pole eats; 
616 ravens, 281 hawks, 1183 carrion crows and 
magpies, and 570 rooks and jackdaws." 

Ibid.— A letter from Glengarry explains why a 
lady was needlessly alarmed oy his apT)earance 
a4> the Corcmation. He was dressed in the full 
costume of a Highland Chief, including a brace 
of pistols. At a particular staffs Glenffarrv 
happened to.carnr one of the pistoS in his nana, 
and this alarmed the lady. 

Auffust 16.— Several columns are devoted to the 
death of the Queen, with comments from the 
London papers. It is stated that her Majesty's 
death, "so sudden in itself, and dosing as it 
does a life pursued by evil fortune, appears to 
be profoundly felt by the nation." Her demise 
was announced in the "Gazette" with the usual 
symbols of moumine, and at the houses of the 
principal nobility the window shutters were 
closed. Later, at the funeral procession of the 
Queen through London, there was a disturbance 
and two men were killed hj military fire. Dur- 
ing this time the King was in Ireland. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Uentnd School was opened 
on Monday the 13tli. About 60 children wore 
enrolled. 

Ibid.— OppoBi4fion was made to the clergyman 
presented to the living of the pariah m Kil- 
tarU^. Some of the parishioners shut up the 
doors and windows of the church to prevent 
him gaining admission. The presentee preached 
in the open air. ~ 
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Augim :s3.— The itMOMr Brilliant nached In- 
yerneM on the night of the 22nd. A great maiij 
penooa flodwd to the Canal Hann, where ihe 
waa expected to moor, bnt to their diMppoint- 
ment the Te«el itomed at Kenock. "The Bril- 
liant started from NewhaTen at 6 o'clock Tnea- 
day morning, retched Peterhead at 8 in 
the OTeninff, and ttarting again at 6 o'clock 
on Wedneadaj. reached InvemeM abont 8. Hie 
time in whidi the vojage waa performed (in- 
cluding callB) waa exactly 29 honrfe.*' PrevionB 
to this the Brilliant sailed from the West Coast 
ronnd the Pentland Firth to Aberdeen and 
Leith. "This is said to be the first vessel that 
erer got thzongfa the Pentland Firth and round 
Dnncansbay Head, against the foil force of a 
stream tide and strong contrarr wind." 

August 30. — ^The new Pariifti (jnurch of Rose- 
markie was opened on the 12tfi inst. — A show 
of sheep, for premiums giyen by the Highland 
Society, waa held at Go^ie on the 23r£ 

September 6. — ^Prominence is ^Ten to the report 
of a concert, whidi opens with the remark that 
"the visits of good musicians tfo this country are 
like those of angels, few and far between. Hie 
▼ocalistM were Mr Welsh, Mr Hon», and Miss 
Wilson, whose names may possibly be recalled 
by those familiar with the singing of the time. 
Miss Wilson was tlie favourite. 

Ibid. — ^''Died, on the 23id ult., James, younffest 
son of James Grant, Esq. of Buffht, a youtu in 
his 18th year, who lost his life while bathing in 
the river Lea, near Hertford College. Hie un- 
timely fate of this amiable jrouns man has occsr 
si<Miea universal sorrow among those who knew 
him.'' 

September 13. — ^Died, at Drumduan, Forres, on 
the Tlh inst., James Miller, late mathematical 
fafrtrument maker at 12 Blewitf s BuibSng, 
Fetter Lane, London. He was a native of 
Forres, and by trade a blacksmith. Having 
gone to London, he boardlMl in the house of a 
sextant-maker, and soon became a skilful 
worker, ultimately ac^uirine distinction by 
effecting improvements m matnematical instru- 
ments. He had the honour to receive several 
gold and silver medals from the London Society 
ofArtb. 

September 20. — ^Public rooms were opened at 
Kingussie on the 14th, and pony and foot races 
were held. Hie Marquis of Tweeddale was 
judge of the races. A party dined at Pitmain 
Inn, the inuurquis of Huntly preskfing. A baD, 
held in the new rooms in the evening, waa at- 
tended by 100 ladies and gentlemen. The Mar- 
chioness of Huntly was present. 
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Ibid.~6oaking raini and sultry lieat had greatly 
damaged the crops in England, and prices rose 
considerably in tftie com markets. Hanrest 
work in the North, however, was carried on 
under favouraible conditions. The accounts 
from England were exaggerated, and piioes 
afterwards rather declined. 

September 27. — ^The Northern Meeting was held 
th& previous week, an earlier date tnan in pre- 
vious years. The change was considered satis- 
factory, and "the concourse of fashionable com- 
pany was unusually great." 

Ibid. — A change was about to take place in the 
mailk all over the country, accelerating speed. 
To the south of Aberdeen the rate was to be 
nine miles an hour; from Aberdeen to Inver- 
ness, eig^t miles an hour ; and from Inverness 
to Tnurso, seven miles an hour. The times for 
despatch and arrival were also changed. The 
effect waa to save nearlv a day between Wick 
and Edinburgh, and a ruU day between Edin- 
burgh and L<Midon. 

October 4. — ^The revenue of the Inverness. Com- 
mon Good, derived from Petty Customs, tolls 
at the two brides, anchoraffe andl shore dues, 
&c., amounted uiis vear tlt> £993 15s, bttng an 
increase of £70 on tne previous year. 

Ibid.— At a county meeting, Ifr Fraeer-Tytler 
called Attention to the question of a new gaol 
and Court-house for Inverness. The subject 
had been before the meeting on a previous occa- 
sicm, and a remit to the Convener was con- 
tinued, with instructions to correspond with 
other counties. At the same meeting attention 
was directed to the expense of keeping up the 
military roads in the county, and suggestions 
were m*ade for reducing the expense. 

October 11. — ^Two columns giving an account of 
an adventure on the Alps are contributed to this 
issue, under the initials J.A. (probably John 
Anderson). Other issues about this time con- 
tain cleverly written papers on the sitnatiiMi 
and appearance of the town of Inverness. The 
writer mentions the floats of timber which were 
conducted down the river by a single raftsman, 
guided by a long pole. 

October 18.— "We are desired by the ministers of 
Kinffussie and Lagoan to state that the young 
laird of Cluny has handsomely bestowed on the 
poor of these parishes the purse of 11 guineas 
which he won at the pony race run at Kmgussle 
on the 14th ult., excepting 2 guineas given to 
the boywho rode the pony.'* 

October 26. — ^Mr Mackeniie of Newhall presented 
the Rev. Donald Sage, minister of tne Qaelio 
Chapel of Ease, in Aberdleen, to the diurdi anil 

26 
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railed pariiliM of KirkmidiMl and CofioiddMi, 
▼acutiV tha dMtli ol the ReT. Robert Artluir. 
—The deftth ia recorded in tlie ■eme inne of 
Colonel Colin lieckeniie, G.B., of the Hedna 
Engmeere, Snnreyor-General of India. Colonel 
Meckeniie hid rendered eminent eenrieea to the 
Company and to acienoe in general, bj actave 
and indefaiiffable reeearehea into the luatory 
and antiqnitlea of India. He waa a natiye of 
the Lewiy and waa Tttj liberal to piiTate and 
pvblio charitiea in the iaUmd. Colonel Macken- 
lie waa 68 yeant of age, and apent 40 jeara 
in tbe aerrioa of the Company. 

November 1.— A correaponaence at thia time waa 
going on about eaitle marketa and a reeolntioii 
adopted br droTera not to go beyond Conon- 
Bridge. The droyera complained that forther 
north they were anbjeotedl to many inoonyeni- 
enoea, and that cattle pnrdiaied by them were 
aeiaed for treapaaa if they went ever ao little 
off the highway. The then owner of Arcboaa 
aeema to luLye been peculiarly yigilant in aeising 
cattle attoying from the old droye road from 
Kinrartine to Strathmadale. Hie droyera like- 
wiae complained of the aite of the mai^et held 
atKyla. 

Noyember 22.— "The new Chapd of the United 
Aaaoctiate Congregation in tliia place waa opened 
on Sunday laat, by the Rey. lir Staik, of 
Fofvea, wlbo preaclied three diacooraea in the 
courae of the day to yery crowded oongrm- 
tiona ; when a collection amounting to £16 I6a 
wufl made to be applied in aid of the expeoae 
of building the ChapeL" 

Noyember &. — ^"On Saturday night, or ralher 
early on Sunday morning, Mr Fraaer, auper- 
yianr of Ezciae, accompanied by Mr liackay, 
CoUector'a clerk, diacoyeredattheAbban, lie- 
hind Huntly Place, fiye men and three women, 
conyeying aeyeral amell caaka of amuggled 
whial^ into the town for aalei On the officer* 
attempting to make a aeisure, a acuffle enaued 
between them and the amugglera, when the 
latter got off with all their booty, except one 
amall cask, which waa aecured by the officera 
Both partiee were a good deal hurt in the affray, 
and one of the amugglera ia ao ill that he baa 
been aent to the Infirmary.'* 

December 6.—- Iliere ia a reiMirtf of a curioua Exciae 
ceae tried at a Justice of Peace Court at In- 
yemeaa. The maater of a amac^ called the 
Janet, had on her yoyage from LeiUi picked up 
a conaiderable quantity of jdn, which had been 
lawM and concealed on the premiaea of the 
dioremaatiBr. On the Elciae officera making 
inquiry, the ahoremaater denied all knowledge 
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of tlie gm, but after a search, 18 kega weie 
diacoveDddi under ground in hii garden, with cab- 
bage planted over them, and aeyeralpinta were 
found in a jar in hia kitchen. Hie Eixciae lued 
for heavy penalties. Hie defence waa that the 
complaint waa wronglj laid ; that the gin had 
been found on the high seaa and came uiMler the 
denomination of flotaam ; that under the statute 
the finder waa obliged within 24 hours after 
landing the kegs to ffive notice to the Excise ; 
that in this case the £bLcise had not waited ior 
24 hours, but had seiied the gin before the ex- 
piry of thatperiod ; and hence that no penalty 
was due. The Court admitted the sounooess of 
tlds plea, and exonerated the defenders. Notice 
was then given that an action of damages would 
be raised against the officers for havinff detained 
the smack from the 6th of October tul the be- 
ginning of December. 
DM;emb^ 27. — ^Tbe retirement of Mr Charles 
Grant from the office of Chief Secretuj for Ire- 
land is announced. There had been duferencea 
on the question of the Catholic claims. Mr 
Grant waa succeeded as Chief Secretary by Mr 
Henry Goulbum. 
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No. xvn. 

Readers who have beMi fc^owing the pro- 
greas of affairs will be interested in seetne the 
aspect which the question of l^nl and iUea»l 
distillation had assumed in 1822. The Act 
authorising the establishment of small stills 
had failed in effect on account of the restriociTe 
character of the Excise regulations, and 
smufi^njs was in as full activitv as erer. An 
explanation is likewise furnished of the causes 
which enabled smugglers in those days to pro- 
duce better whisky than the legalised dis- 
tiUeriea. 

In the second half of the Tear 1822. the 
Western Highlands and Islands found tnein- 
selyes confronted with a serious economic 
crisis. The kelp industry had been a source 
of employment to the people, and of profit to 
the island and seaboaird proprietors. Sud- 
denly, in 1822, by the yirtuar abolition of the 
salt autiea and the reduction of the tax on 
Spanish barilla, the yalue of the industry re- 
ceived a fatal shock. This chapter in High- 
land history is briefly related by Mr Spenoer 
Walpole. He points out that in the first 
part of the nineteenth century the population 
m the West Highlands rigidly multiplied. 
''Their multiplication was stimulated d^ a 
peculiar cause. The sea washed on their 
Toreshores at erery tide larse quantities of 
sea-weed ; and the weed or ke^^ when burned, 
produced an ash which contamed a strong 
alkali, and formed a chief ingredient in the 
manufacture of soap and other commodities. 
The proprietors of the Western Hebrides de- 
rived a large annual revenue from licensing 
their tenantry as kelp-burners, and the boast 
of one of them is still recollected that his 
shores were lined with a silver fringe. Until 
after the accession of George Iv., Uie in- 
cineration of kelp formed the chief industry of 
these islands. The price of alkali averaged 
£10, and occasionally exceeded £20 a ton. 
After the war, however, the kelp burners were 
Subjected to oomj^ition. llie barilla, a 
plant of foreign growth, yields on incineration 
a larger percentage of aflcali than krip. 
Alkali therefore oould be produced more 
economically from the one than from the 
other. Protective duties alone maintained 
the industry of the kelp-burners. In 1787 
Parliament imposed a duty of £6 6s a ton on 
barilla ; Vansittart in 1819 raised the duty on 
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alkali to £11 a ton. In 1822, f oroed to make 
concesnons, he reduced the dnty on barilla 
from £11 to £8. In 1823, Robinson farther 
reduced it to £6. In 1880 Gonlbnm lowered 
it to £2; while in 1844, Peel fixed the duty 
on alkali at SOs. the dot^ on barilla at only 
5s a ton. In 1846 the cinty was repealed.'' 
Onr notes show what oonstemation was 
oreated by the alterations of 1822. The 
effect was en>ected to be the more seTore, as 
the Highlands and Islands were at the tune 
suffering from the failure of crops and fish- 
inff. 

The Gsledonian Caaal was opened frcMU sea 
to sea in October 1822. It had proTcd a long 
and costly undertaking. The original esti- 
mate of the engineer, lir Telford, was 
£360,000, but labour and yalues rose dtiring 
the protracted European war, and many parts 
of the work proTed more difficult than was 
anticipated. The Canal was seventeen years 
in process of construction, and cost up to the 
time of opening; over £900,000. Even then 
it was but partially completed. It was not 
until 1843 that the work was finished as it 
stands to-day, and the disbursements had 
then reached the sum of £1,800,000. 



From the '* Invemesa Courier.** 
1822. 

Jannaiv 3. — ^What is described as "a nmnerous 
and nighly respectable assemblage of Cathf^c 
noblemen and Kentlemen'* presented the Rig^t 
Hon. Gbsries (irant with sn eddress on the 
occasion of his retiring from the office of Chief 
Secretary of Ireland. The address enresses on- 
feiffned respect sod regard for Mr Qrsat, aod 
adw— ''Your able assertion of our rights in 
Partiament was the first demand upon our grati- 
tude, and we have had repieated proofs, in jonr 
official conduct, of the consistency of that pnnci- 
I^e which awakened in our vindication your 
eloquence and your seal." 

January 31. — The publication of James Suter's 
Memorabilia of Invemees began on this date, 
and was continued in subsequent issues. 

February 7.— "On Wednesdav the 30th ult., the 
Rev. James Mein was oraained pastor of the 
United Associate Congregation of Nairn. The 
Rev. Andrew Kennedy, of Keith, preached and 
presided, and the Rev. Thomas Stark, of Forres, 
delivered the usual addresses and conducted the 
solemn services. Hie Rev. James Grant, mini- 
ster of the parish, with a kind, Christian, and 
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Inly libwal ipirit, gare the we of Ins eharch 
on Moount of iU more ample eoooaunodetioik 
The ohurch wee crowded to exoeee, many could 
not gain adknittanoe, and during the whole of 
the eenrioeB the vefy large aaiemUy exhibited 
the moat heooming attention. Af tnwafda the 
Preal^yteiT, with the Rev. Meaaie Qrant and 
Barclaj, the reaklent Magiatratea of the burgh, 
the Dean of Gnild, the fiherifr-aobatitiite, and 
about twenty other gentlemen iA the town and 
county, dined together in Bichaniaon*a Inn; a 
circnmatance whidi afforda a Terr pleaainff proof 
of the preralence of liberal and kindly feeling 
in Nairn and ite neighbourhood. In the even- 
ing a aermon waa preached before the Preabj"- 
tery by Mr Qeorge Kennedr, atndent in 
Divinity, ae part of hie triala for licence, and 
alter varioua eocaminationa he waa licensed to 
preadi the Qoapel." 

Ibid. — ^The condition of Ireland waa going £rora 
bad to worae. Numeroua orimea of violence are 
reported At the aame time the landed interest 
in Bngland and Scotland waa suffering aeverely 
from the pressure of the times. A quotation 
in thia iasue from an agricultural journal is in 
an exceptionaliy gloomy tona 

February 14.— The Highland Society of Sootland, 
among other premiums, offers a piece of pUte. 
value fifty guineas, *'for the beat and approved 
essay on the construction of railroads for the 
conveyance of ordinary commoditiea." Hie 
essay waa to be accompanied by modlels or draw- 
ings to illustrate ita statements. 

Merdi 21.— "A conspiracy was formed by the 

Sriaoners in the ocMumon room in the DingwaU 
ail last week, to overpower the keepers of 
the jail, seine the ke3rs, and> set themselves at 
libecty. By the spirited resistance of the 
jailers, however, they failed, and a guard of 
the Militia statf ia now placed over them." 

^larch 2a— The Bev. Alexander Clerk was on 
this day week ordained and admitted to the 
third onarge in the pariah of Inverness. The 
Rev. A. CimpbeU, ox Dores, preached and pre- 
sided on the occaaioiL 

April 4. — ^There ia an account of the famous duel 
near Balmuto, in Fife, between Sir AlezandiBr 
Boswell of Audiinle<^ and Mr Stewart of Dun- 
earn. Sir Alexander waa severely woundied, 
and died the following day. 

Ibid. — ^This issue contains an exceedindhr inter- 
esting report by a Committee of the Highland 
Society on the aubject of dBstallation in the 
Highlands. It seeme that the Act of 1816 
le^liaing the eetablishment of small stills had, 
to begin with, a wonderful effect. The first year 
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of the operation of the Aot legal dietUlen in- 
creaeed in the Uu^andB from 12 to 30; the 
niunher of Additional nllone distilled waa 
99,721, end the additionfU dnty paad* £18,195. 
The second jnear a still farther increase took 
place, but subsequent to that there was a 
gradual decrease in the number of distillers 
and a diminution of rerenua The statotory 
reguk^ions were found too vexatiouB. By 
Act 1., Qeoroe IV., some of these regulations 
were modified, and a slight revival followed, 
though not eoual to the first moTement. Smug- 
gling had not Deen put down. A numerous daaa 
of the community, "chiefly of the lower order 
of tenaintr7 and crofters," had leagued with a 
number of desperate charaoters to violate the 
Ivw. The Cknnmittee, who had drculated a 
schedule of queriee on the whole subject, say 
Uiat 'y thing can poesibly exceed the dlstreiiting 
description which is given in the di£Ferent re- 
ports, of the falael]^, intemperance, and 
brutal ferocity wJbnch characterise those who 
are enmpd in. this illicit trade." The Commit- 
tee admit aa a point of importance that 
amuggledl whisky was then of better quality 
than tiie whisky legally distilled. This dis- 
narity was due to the Excise regulations. 13ie 
legal disUller was obliged to make Us wash of 
a specific sttength and to pay duty on a anecific 
quantity of eptrite, whether he was Me to 
extract the required amount or not. Owing to 
the inferiority of the grain grown in the ffigh- 
laods, '<the 100 gallons of wash do not produce 
the quanti^ of spirits on which the law cal- 
cuktes andf charges duty. In point of f aot, 
the legal distiller Is compelled to produce one- 
fourth or one-fifth more than the smuggler— 
the consecjuence of which is that he is under 
the neoessitr^ of using a stronger wtak than he 
would do if left to his own discretion.** The 
Committee call for the abolition of these aod 
other regulatione. Tliey entertained little 
doubt that by the simple expedient of enabling 
the legal distiller to compete on nearly equal 
terms with the illicit trader, and by encouraging 
the use of home-grown barley, smuggling would 
soon languish and decay. 
April 26.-^"The obsequies of the late Colonel 
Grant of Moy, which were recently celelnrated 
in Olen-Urquhart, ma^ be noticed as anol^ 
lingering instance of a genuhie Highland funeral. 
Besides the gentlemen who attended from all 
parts of the country, it is calculated that about 
4000 Highlanders were assembled, ddefly from 
Kintail, Strathglass, Glenmoriston, and Glen- 
Urquhait. Tl^ quantity of whisky e^Monded 
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on thii oooaaion is yariontly estimated. As 
moit of our readers are tolerable jotoa of 
Highland capacities when excited by seal, it is 
data sofficient to mention that tfae whole of this 
funeral train were, according to their own ideas, 
comfortable. The gentlemen wlio rode off the 
scene of action late in the eyening give a yeir 
ludicrous account of the appearance of the field. 
The first return of killed, wounded!, and miss- 
ing was truly alsrming. We are fflad to learn 
from subsequent aocounta that only one indi- 
yidual, a native of Abriadiani, was immolated 
to the manes of the Golonel. The wounded haye 
recovered and the missing have been found. 
One of those last, haying Numbered out the 
nigfbt of the funeral, and the whole of the suc- 
ceeding day and night, awoke at a late hour on 
the third day, and found himself cradled under 
the falls of Divach, in a situation to which no 
sober person would have clambered, much less 
haye chosen for a place of repose." 

Ibid.~''On Tuesday last the Synod of Ross, at 
their meeting in Tain, unanimously resolved to 
petition both Houses of Parliament against any 
further relief being granted! to the Roman 
Catholics. The Synod of Qlasj^ow petition has 
been already presented, and many similar peti- 
tions are in agitation." 

May 9. — ^The annual meeting of the Society for 
Educating the Poor in the Hiirhlands was held 
on the 1st inst. Hie report bore t^t thirty- 
five schools had been estaoushed in various re- 
mote districts in the Highlands, and' it we^ 
estimated that daily instruction was imparted 
to 1746 poor children. Amont; the donations 
to the Society was one of £50 from the free- 
holders of the county of Invmiess. 

May 16. — Donations to the amount of £107 were 
roDorted to the Tnv«me«s-«hir«^ Auxiliary of th« 
Bible Society. The Society during the year re- 
mitted £180 to the BritiA and Foreign Bible 
Society, and distributed 395 Bibles and Testa- 
ments. 

May 30. — General inditmation was expressed in 
the town at the cutting down of the fine, old 
treep — **th« only trees in Inverness, indeed" — 
which had for a century formed the appropriate 
ornament of the Ohurch-yard. The reason for 
this destruction no one professed to know. 

May 30. — ^There is a report of the nroceedings of 
the GeneraJ Assembly in the Kiltarlitv case. A 
P^otestanit Oommissioner. aotinar for Ifr T. A. 
Fraser of Lovat, a Catholic, had i^tied a pre- 
sentation in favour of the Rev. Colin Fraser. 
The Presbytery of Inverness appointed the pre- 
sentee to preaoh in the church, and generally 
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acted «t first on the anramption that the pre- 
sentation was valid. Some of the parishionera. 
hoiwever, applied and got an interdict from the 
Lord Ordinary on the ground that the patron 
was a Roman Oetholic aind had no right to issue 
«h presentation either by himself or through a 
CommisBioner. This staggered the Preebyterjr, 
and the majority wished to delay prooednre till 
the dyil question was settled. The interdict 
was afterwards recalled on the ground "that the 
complainera had no civil right or title to in- 
terfere." Still tbe Presbytef^ hesitated, but 
as thev had beffun by accepting the presenta- 
tion, the Assembly now instructed them to pro- 
ceed with the settlement. Though Mr Fraaer 
was ultimately ordained, the case in one form 
or other was before the Ghnrdi for two yean 
after this date. 

June 6. — ^The season is said to be the warmest for 
a louff series of years. 

June Id.— -The Northern Missionary Society held 
its twenty-second anniversary on the 12th. Col- 
lections and subscriptions amounted to £106. 

June 27.— At the Wool Market a great deal of 
business was done, but not much to tbe satis- 
faction of sheep-farmers. Prices were stated as 
follows :^7heviot wool per stone of 24 lbs. 
English, 12s 6d; one or two lots only sold at 
14s 6d. Blackfaced sheep wool per double 
stone, 128 6d and 13s. CSieviot wedders, 12s 6d 
and 138. Cheviot ewes, 8b. Blackfaced ewes, 
6s. Blackfaced wedders. Us 6d to 13s 6d. 
Cheviot and blackfaced lambs, 4s 6d. 

July 11. — "A number of parties from this town 
and neighbourhood, with much laudable curi- 
osity, have taken advantage of the opportunity 
afforded them by the propriet<Mrs of tne Comet 
steamboat, and have proceeded to visit the 
celebrated islands of Staffa and loolmkill. 
Many gigs and horses, hired and borrowed, 
besides the Lochneas steamboat, conveyed away 
all those who had little to detain them; and 
their return is ea^^erly looked for, to repeat 
the oft-told tale of the wonders of these west- 
em lands." 

July 18. — A paragraph gives an aooount of the 
trip from Fort-WUliam to Staffa and lona. 
The steamer left Fort-William on a IMesday 
and returned on lliursday. Hie passengers 
numbered upwards of fifty. 

Tbid. — Died, in India, on the 31st Jsnuanr, in 
the 37th year of his aoe. Captain Beaucnamp 
Mackintodi, of the Ifodras Artillery, second 
son of the late Ooloml William Mackintosh of 
Millbank. He waa an active and intelligent 
officer, and mnch respected. 

27 
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JoIt 26.^A minting wu held in TniiyiMw ob 
the Idtli inrtw to nue « fond for the niiaf of 
the dtttre«ed poor in Iraland. There wm «t 
tbk time great inirering in IrelaiMl, and relief 
fnnde were railed thfoughont UtigiMMj and 
Sootland. CoUeotiona were made in the 
chnrohea. 

Anguit 1.— Notice it taken of the p r o g rea a made 
hr the toim of Wick. In 1809 tliere weie not 
flioFe three hooaee in PoHeneytown, and in 
1822 there were npwarda of 400, inhabited bj 
a tfariying population. Port Dunbar, below 
the iM town of Wiok, had alio been formed, 
with an i^ T^l lffnt harboor. 

A'ugOBt 16.— The visit of King George IV. to 
Scotland waa exdting wideepread intereai. 
Loyal addr e ae ea were roCed br the ootintiea 
and chief towna. It ia atatea in thia 



that *% tail of aix^-flTe Highlanden have me 
from Sntherlandanire to attend on Loid 
Gower, who will appear in hia Makatj'a Gbnrt 
in Edinburgh aa representing tne Barl of 
Sutherland.'^ Other cbielB and dana aent de- 
tachmenta. 

August 22. — An account ia given of the emval 
and reception of the King jn. Edinbor^, and 
of a levee and Gonrt held at Holyrood Palace. 
— ^nie same number records the death of the 
Marquia of Londonderry, better knows in his- 
tory as Lord Gastlerea^. His mind had be- 
come unhinged, and he died by his own hand. 

September 2. — ^Ttie anniversary of the Northern 
Missionary Sodetfv waa held at Tun on the 
29th ult. CoUections and contribntiona 
amounted to £92 18s 2d. 

September 19.— A letter draws attenkion to a bill 
which waa psased at the doae of the session, 
reducing the duty on bsriUa to less thsn one- 
hslf of whftt it Md been for many years. The 
writer pointed out what a diMMtroua effect thia 
would nave on the manufacture of kelj^ in the 
w ^B St e in islands, and the misery which the 
people would suffer. ''A Waiving population 
must be destroyed to gratify a few individuals, 
and when no remedy will be effectual, Qovem- 
ment will feel the coDsequenoes that have been 
stated." The counties interested were urged 
to petition against the reduction of the dirty, 
which waa not to take effect until the foUow- 
inff Januarv. 

Oct(x>er 3.— A full report appears of the prooeed- 
inffs at the Iffjchaelmaa Head Court, when tibe 
reauctaon of the duty on barilla waa disooaaed. 
Mr Charles Qrant, M.P., was prt is ent, and 
explained the proceedings of the Goivenmient 
and the House in detail. The valne of kelp 
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WM in the fiivt liwtanca affected by Uie redno- 
tion ol the duties on salt ; and then suddenly m 
UB iraa introduced to reduce the duty on 
bariliay just because Uie salt duties had been 
diminished, and this had laid the basis for the 
further dsim. Mr Grant said he end other 
Scottish members had strongly represented to 
the QoTemment and the House of OHnmons 
what consequences would follow frcHu the above 
measures to the people of the Highlands and 
Islands. The alteration of the Salt Duties, 
however, was in itself a most beneficial 
measure, and m cairying this into effect 
neither Qovemmieiit nor Parliament could be 
ixduced to consider local interests. The meet- 
ing adopted the following resolution: — ^'That 
a Committee be appointed to consider the Act 
for leducing the duty on bahUa and for draw- 
ing up a petition to Parliament for its repeal 
or modification, as it is directly oslcnlated to 
throw idle a large body of the population of 
the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, who 
must become a burden on the country or stsrve, 
unless the dutf on barilla is reduced." 
October 10.— The Northern Meeting was held 
the previous week. Ihe attendance was 
thinner than usual, but the prooeedings 
were carried out with the customary success. 
Following the Meeting is an account of High- 
land games held under thejpresideDoy of Qlen- 
gsrry at Dunaincroy. Tnese games do not 
weem to have formed part of the programme 
of the Meetinff, but the management appar- 
entlv assisted ttiem with funds. The r^rt is 
ooucned in an entertaining style, making fun 
of Glengarry and of the sports. Glenganr, it 
is said, preoded in all his' glory, and had the 
field almost wholly to humaelf, '^e other 
Judses prohMj conceiving themselves iU 
quskufied to deade in matters which lay alto- 
gether between the chief and the gentlemen of 
his taiL** The sports included a foot race of 
eight miles, and the report has it that four of 
the runners, who came in first, airived «t the 

rin tiie costume of Adam. Time, 
minutes. Another item was to lift 
a boulder 18 stone weight, and throw 
it over a bar five feet from ue ground. The 
feat was accomplished by "a mere stone 
mason," after having fcHled all the other 
"pretty men." The most remarkable feature, 
however, was the tearing of three cows lin^ 
from limb after they had been fdled and 
stunned by the blow of a sledge-hammer. The 
dissecticMi of the poor cows mm far from easy. 
"Bvso the most expert of the operators took 
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from four to five hoiin in mgang and xiTUig, 
tooth and nail, before thejr Drought <^^e 
limbe of one cow. This achieTemeut wm paid 
at the rate of fiye guineas per Joint, eo that 
we hope this rise in the yalue of black cattle 
will make the Glengarry men some small 
amenda for the fall of ewes and wedders at 
Falkirk IVyat, lately noticed by their chief." 
The report is written in this sarcaatio vein. 
It is e^ent that no love was lost between the 
Editor and Oleogarry. 

October 24. — ^Xhe opening of the Caledonian 
Oanai from aea to sea is recorded in thia issue. 
"At ten o'clock yesterday morning the Loch- 
ness steam yacht, accompanied by two smacks, 
departed from the Locks of Muirtown on the 
first Tovage through the Canal, amidst the 
loud and enthusiastic cheering of a great con- 
course of peof^e and the firing of cannon. The 
morning was peculiarly favourable, although 
rather calm. There waa scarcely a breath of 
wind to disperse the smoke, which ascended un- 
broken after the firing of the guna. The banks 
of the Canal were crowded with spectatrnv, a 
great number of whom accompanied the party 
from the Muirtown Locks to the Bridge of 
Buffht. The band of the Inyemess-shire 
Mifitia went on board at Dochgarrooh Lock, 
and immediately played the national air of 
*Qod saye the ^ing.' Among the sentlemen on 
board the steamM>at were the Itight Hon. 
Charles Grant, M.P. ; the Hon. William 
Fraaer, Mr Grant of Watemish. Mr Fraser of 
Loyat, Mr Fraaer of Inchcoulter, Mr Mac- 
kenzie of Kilcoy, Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Gair- 
loch ; Ftoyoet Robortaon of Aultnaakiach ; Mr 
Fraaer of Fingask, Mr Fraaer of Culduthel, 
Mr Inglia of Kingsmills, Mr Fraaer of Tor- 
breck, Bailiee Simpson, Cumming. and Smith ; 
Mr Edwards, solicitor; Mr Johnstone; Mr 
Cameron, yr. of Letterfinlay ; Captain Edward 
Fraaer, Mr Davidaon and Mr Hughes, of the 
Canal. On the way they were joined by 
Bedcastle, Foyers, Balnain, Glenmoriston, 
Glengarry, and many other proprietors. In 
passing Dochfour the steamer fired a salute, 
which was answered by a round of fire-arms 
aod loud cheerinff. 

Ibid.— **Died, at Glenalbert, on the esUte of 
Dalguise. Perthshire, on Sunday, the 22nd 
ult., in her 100th year, Mrs Margaret Low, 
widow ol the late James Steuart, Eaq. of 
TuUoch, near Blair. Her husband was a ci4;>- 
tain in one of the Athole regiments, under Lord 
George Murray, and carriM' the Royal Stand- 
wd of Prince (Carles Edward at the battle of 
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C?iilkMlen in 1746. Of that unfortunate Prince. 
Mrs Steuart had a perfect recollection, and 
till within a few di^B of her death e^oke with 
the fondness of long-cheruhed reminiioence, 
and with the acourac^ of a mind and memory 
perfectly entire, of his dress, manner, and ap- 
pearance. It was at Dunkeld, on his way to 
£dinburgh, in September 1745, that she had 
seen the Prince, and presented a pair of 
brogues to his Royal Highness, of which, to 
her^ momentous occurrence she had a complete 
remembrance. After the forfeiture of Mr 
Steuart's estate, he retired to the village of 
Glenalbert, and died there in 1807, at the ad- 
vanced age of 96. His widow continued to 
occupy the same humble cottage, and to live 
in respected retirement on the small part of 
their fortune, which had been saved, until the 
day fA her death." 

November 7.-^A remittance of £300 was received 
from Mr John Stewart, Bombay, to account of 
subscriptions in support of the Society for edu- 
cating the poor in tine Highlands. Mr Charles 
Grant, M.P., gave £50 for the same object. 

Ibid. — ''Agricultural reports for many of the 
Scottish counties have appeared for October. 
They all represent the state of agricultural 
a£faurs in as deolorable a light as possible." 

Ibid. — ^A biographical sketch appears of Mr 
Thomas Mackenzie of Applecross, M.P. for 
the county of Ross, who had died recently in 
London. Mr Mackenae was an accomplished 
man, possessing talents and* endowments of a 
high order, but suffered from a delicate consti- 
tution. "In the course of the few years he had 
been in Parliament, he had acquired a staition 
and influence among the representatives fA 
Scotland, which few at env period sinoe the 
Union had ever possessed. Mr Mackenzie 
died unmarried, and was succeeded by a sister. 
The daite of his deaUi ie ^ven incorrectly in 
the late Mr Mackenzie's History of the Clan — 
one of the few errors in that carefully-com- 
piled volume. The year is given there as 
1827, whereas, as we see, it was 1822. 

Ibid. — The same number contains a biograi^ical 
sketch of the Rev. Dr Thomas Ross, parish 
minister of Kilmonivaig, who died on 15th 
October. He wa« a native of Feam, in Ross- 
shire, licensed by the Presbytoy of Tain in 
1775, and ordained to Kilmonivaig in 1776. 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, conferred on him 
the degree of D.D. in 1818. Dr Ross was mar- 
ried to a daughter of Fassifeam, a niece of 
Lochiel of the '45, and had a large family of 
sons and daughters. One of his daughters be- 
came the wife of Patrick Robertson, Lord of 
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SeMion. Dr Rom went to Lodubber at a time 
when the pH^le, though bold and br»ye, were 
uncultiTated and litUe diipoeed to religion. Am 
ft natiye of Ro«-efaire, he wu at first regarded 
M an intruder. *'8oon, however, waa ererjr 
prejudice removed, and the wenneat affection 
and aincereat reapect called forth by the manly 
and jndicioua conduct of the young miniater. 
Though not tall nor particularly athletic, Mr 
Roaa poaaeaaed peraonal atrength and affUity 
which made him abaolutely inyincible. Long 
baa it been the familiar boaat in Lochaber that 
no man erer aaw him laid on hia back. One 
of hia firat acta ol paatoral duty waa to trip 
up the heela ol • miUy who knew no atano- 
ard of merit but atability of limba and atrength 
of arm. Having obtained the reqtect and con- 
fidence of hia people, he became eminenUv anc- 
ceasful in impreaimff their minda and influenc- 
ing their conduct by the great prinoiplea of 
Chriatian equity and benevolence.** The 
writer goea on to aay that never did dergvman 
iinito ao much leal for religion with tnSL un- 
bounded charity towarda tnoae who differed 
from him. Envy and reaentmant were utter 
atrangera to hia apirit. Some atriking peculi- 
aritiea, however, marked hia chancter. '^e 
waa what in toe Highlanda ia aignificantly 
called danniah. Not only waa every Roaa pre- 
aumed to be meritorioua till he waa proved 
worthleaa, but lua worthleaaneaa waa of a better 
order than the unalleviated demerit of leaa 
virtnoua namea. The family, the biat<N7, the 
reaidence of the chief were hallowed beyond 
anything in Greek or Roman atory. The 
Gunerona nmked next. The Maodonalda, the 
illuatriooa Lorda of the lalea, had been in early 
hiatory allied with the Earia of Roaa, and 
thererore reoetved tho putUd favour of Dr 
Roae, of Kilmonivaig. The ICackemdea were 
worae than heathena, for they robbed or de- 
frauded the name of Roaa of almoat all ita 
territory. Yet aome of the moat valued frienda 
of the Doctor had the miafortune to bear the 
obnoziooa name. He hated only the C3an.** 
The date of Dr Rosa'a birth ii not given, but 
it ia atated that he lived the full meaaure of 
fouracore in entire vigour of mind and body. 
November 18. — ^An extract ia pnbliahed from a 
report by the Rev. D. Fraaer, of KirkhiU, one 
of the aecretariea of the Sodet^ for the Edu- 
cation of the Poor. The Society waa doing 
excellent work. One derr^an mentioned that 
in a certain diatrict of hia parish, out of a 
population ol 600, only 8 peraona could read 
anything aome yeara ago, and that now 240 
could leiad the Qaelic with eaae, while there 
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no iBunilj without a Bible. "H aor- 
" adds the report, ''oould be said to be 
1, it was the manifest proof before one's 
eyes of the existence of eztreoie poverty and 
wretchedness. The immediate sources of it 
were the failure of the crop last year, and of 
tlie hemng fishing this season; but it wss 
supposed to have a more permanent source in 
the excess oi the nopulaiion over the means 
of subsistence." Since the finishing of tbs 
roads in the Highlsnds, there was no stated 
labour, and the fishing was exceedingly pre- 
carious. In one diistnct, before tiie potato 
crop ripened, hundoeds of people had to sup- 
port themselyes on shell-fish, cdlected from 
the rocky shore. Another district was scourged 
by fever brought on by poverty and want of 
food. "It was mentioned by several intelli- 
gent persons of the countsy tiiat they believed 
that the state of some districts in Sl^e and 
the neighbouring coasts was just as wretched 
as Inland was represented to be during the 
late scarcity, althou^ the pc«ple bore it quietly 
and made shift to exist, llie effect <» this 
poverty was manifest in the pallid looks and 
tattered garments of the poor childreoi in the 
sdiools." 

Ibid. — Hie Magistrates and Oouncil of Inverness 
were served on the 9th inst with cojMes of a 
summons of reduction and declarator, at tihe 
instance of Jonathan Watson, weaver; John 
Maclean, carpenter; and James Oameron, 
coppennnith, conckiding for the reduction and 
annulment of the last election of Magistrates 
and councillora made under the authority of a 
Mvy Oonndl Wanrant. The summons bore 
that no new legal or valid election could take 
place except b^ a poll of the whole. burgesses 
of a disfranchised ourgb ; and that thcraore 
the wanant of the Privy Oounc£l was illegal, 
and absolutely null and void. 

December 12. — ^Lord Oawdor {nreiwnted the Rev. 
Mr Oampbell, the minister of Dores, to the 
Church and Parish of Oroy, vacant by the death 
of the Rev. Mr Oalder. 

December 26.— On the 20th inst., Sir James W. 
Mackenzie of Scatwell was unanimously 
elected member ci Parliament for the county 
of Rose. The election took place at Tarn. Sir 
Hector Mackensie of Galrloch was in the diair. 
and the nominators mste Mr Mackenzie of 
Kikoy and Mr Mhdeod of Qesnies. A party 
of a hundred afterwards diined in the Mason 
Han. 
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The disputed settlement at Kiltarlity oon- 
tinaed to excite interest in 1823, and another 
case occurred in the parish of Croy, which led 
to several arrests and punishment. In the 
first half of the year there was a heary snow- 
storm, which affected the Highland Road less 
than other parts of the country. The re- 
storation of the burgh franchise to Inremess 
excited discussion, and there was an amend- 
ment of the law affecting distilleries, made in 
the hope of putting an end to smuggling. 
The extent to which illicit traf&o was carried 
on is shown by the fact that at a Justice of 
Peace Court in Inverness nearly four hundred 
persons were fined either for making spirits 
or selling them without a licence. 

The death of Charles Grant, on the dlst of 
October 1823, brought to a dose a remarkable 
career. Mr Mackay in his History of 
Urquhart traces his uneage, and there is a 
pretty fuU account of his life in the Dictionary 
of National Biography. Mr Grant was de- 
scended from a younger branch of the Grants 
of Shewglie. Mis mother was a dauiB^ter of 
Donald Macbean, tenant of Aldourie, where 
the boy was bom. His father, Alexander 
Grant, was out in the '45 and was known as 
the Swordsman. He was wounded at Oalloden on 
the very day of his son's birth. After a success- 
ful career in India, Mr Grant returned to this 
oountij, where he acquired fresh reputation 
as a Director and as Chairman of the East 
India Company. He represented the county 
of Inverness in Parliament from 1802 to 1818, 
and did much to promote Highland interests. 
Mr Grant was married to Jane, daufl^ter of 
Thomas Fraser, younger son of the mmily of 
Balnain, and left two sons, who acquired dis- 
tinction, namely, Charles, Lord Glenelg, who 
was member for the county of Inverness for 
many years, and Sir Robert Grant, who re- 
presented the Inverness Bmrghs for a time, 
and was in his later years Governor of Bom- 

From the "Invemfu Cfourier.* 

1823. 

January 9. — On the spplication of Sir James Dun- 
bsr of Boath, his M^|esty's cruiser, the Cher- 
okee, wss sent to the uivemess Roads to reoeiTe 
on board Mr Adam, the Rector of the Acadwny, 

* Note B.— The Anglo-Indian Grsnts, 
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in order to aflcertain the practicability of cer- 
tain obaervations at aea. The arriviu of the 
▼easel excited sreat interest. The Cherokee 
entered the Caledonian Chad, and \bj7 in the 
basin at Muirtown, ''being the first of his Ma- 
jesty's ships which has passed through the 
locks of that great national work." Mr Adam 
went on board and carried out his obserra- 
tions. 

Ibid. — I>ied, at Dtimfries, on the 17th ult., aged 
66, Mr William Haig. He bad been fourteen 
years teacher in the InTemess Academy, and 
18 years teacher in Dumfries. Mr Haris was 
an accomplished man, versed in the Greek, 
Latin, ana French languages. 

January 16. — ^Three men were tried at the High 
Court of Justiciary charged with hayinji as- 
saulted the porter of the Caledonian Coach 
Office at Invemess at the gate of a lodeing- 
house in Church Street, and with having roobed 
him of a trunk containing bills and papers. The 
jury convicted two of the prisoners, but re- 
commended them to mercy. The Judge sen- 
tenced Uie prisoners to be executed at Inver- 
ness, but promised to forward the jtirv'a 
reconmiendation to the proper quarter, llie 
sentence waa afterwards commuted to trans- 
portation. 

January 23.— There was a very heavy smw- 
storm at this time, general over the kiugdi 'n. 
It was noted as singular that the fiignland 
road from Perth to Inverness was open, while 
the coast road was almost impassable. Hie 
mails to the North of Inverness were carried 
on horseback. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at his residence, the Barracks, at 
the head of Loch-Raimoch, on the 17th ult., 
in the 82nd year of his ase. Colonel Alexander 
Robertson of Strowan, chief of Clan Donnachie. 
In his youth he served in the Scots Brigade 
in Holland, and frequently distinguished him- 
self in fighting the battles of the States General. 
On the restoration of the forfeited estates in 
1784, he came to Scotland and took possession 
of his inheritance. Soon afterwards he went 
to America as Major in the Duke of Hamilton's 
Renment "Tired of the bustle of the tented 
field, Colonel Robertscm returned to his native 
hills to spend the remainder of his life in re- 
tirement, and in exerting his influence and his 
means in promoting the welfare of his clans- 
men, by uniom he was regarded as a father.** 
His remains were interred with imposing cere- 
mony, the coffin being carried to the grave by 
12 men of the name of Robertson. 

February 6. — At an Inverness County meeting, 

28 
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commnnicationa iren read from Uie pfoprie- 
ton of Kelp estates on the Wettem uLuida, 
and on the coaite of Shetland, protesting 
against the late rediicti<m of the duty on foreign 
barilla. The meetins drew up a petition to 
Parliament on the subiect. Mr Fraser of Ctal- 
bokie stated that the laet county meeting had 
come to the resolution of postponing for some 
time the consideration of all proposals and 
plans for erecting a new jail and court-house, 
on account of the he&TT local assessments and 
the great agricultural distrcfls prevailing. 
Plans for the improvement of the existing 
Court-house were sulmiitted, and referred to a 
Committee. The meetine had also under con- 
sideration a bill for maint-dninfl^ the HigMand 
roads and bridges by means of tolls instead of 
county assessments. Resolutions were adopted 
with reference to aflrricultursl distress and the 
laws relating; to distilleries. 

February 14. — "Eight of the ten mails due u* 
from the South have arriTed this morning.*' 
The delay wan caused by the great snow- 
storm. 

February 27. — Here wae strong opposition to 
the settlement of the Rev. Alerrander CamTi- 
bell, of Dores, as parish minister of Croy. The 
new minister and a party of friends were met- 
on Sunday bv a crowd of parinhioners posted 
behind the Church-vnrd wall, and were driven 
off. After ''a short but sharp conflict.'* they 
retired to the villa aje of Toms grain. 'TTiere 
they not only rallied, but actually turned upon 
the too nbsh advanced guard of the enemy « and 
made prisoners of two women and three men." 
These persons and others afterwards arrested 
were examined before the Sheriff and committed 
for trial. 

March 6. — A decided improvement in agricuHaral 
prices is recorded after a long depression. 

March 13.— "We understand that Mrs Oibson has 
resigned the superintendence of the Church 
Street Boarding School for young ladies, and 
that it is no loncrer the intention of th» Macns- 
trates to make anv allowance from the town 
funds to any one that may succeed her in that 
aitnat'on." 

March aO.—The Riorht Hon Charles Orant had 
been appointed Vice-President of the Boar^l of 
Trade. He had accordingly to come to the con- 
s^^itiien'^ for re-election. 

M«irrh 27. — ^The Presbytery of Nairn met th«» 
previous TTinrsday, when objections w«re 
beard against the presentee to Orov.. The 
debate lasted nearlv four hours. Hie Presby- 
tery resolved to refer the case to the Synod of 
Moray for advice, 
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April 3. — Copiet were oiroulated of the bill 
brought into Parliament "for erecting toll- 
gatea and levying toils on certain roads and 
bridges in the HighlaiKiB of Scotland." The 
**<Joui-ier" ezpiaina why snch a measure waa 
necessary. The roads could not possibly be 
supported under the provisions of the existing 
Act. In the county of Inverness the outlay 
I for Ift^ amounted to £2,098; and the maxi- 

mum assessment provided by the Act, with 
the Parliamentary allowance, amounted to no 
more than £901 8b 8d, leaving a deficiency of 
£1196 lis 4d. I4 the county of Koes there 
was a similar deficiency of £673 7b Id; in 
Sutherland of £38 8s lid; in G^thness of 
£119; and in Argyll of £62 16s 9d. "All 
these additional sums fell to be equally divided 
between the counties and the Commissioners, 
and the circumstance has been the cause of 
just compladnt from both parties." 
Ibid. — Tlie same issue contains the report of a 
debate in the House of Commons on a motion 
by Lord Archibald Hamilton for production of 
the Privy Council warrant under which the 
elective fianchise of the burgh of Inverness 
had been restored. The motion was rejected 
by a majority of 18, the numbers being 61 to 
33. In his speech, Lord Archibald went over 
the circumstauces which had led to the sus- 
pension of the municipal constitution of In- 
I verness for several years. '*At the end of last 

I y«Mr>" he added, "it had pleased his Majesty, 

I with the advice of his Ministers, to appoint, 

by his special warrant, particuUur persons to 
elect councillors for this burgh. Under that 
warrant the same persons hi^ been returned 
to office who had three years before b«)en 
turned out bv the sentence of the Court of 
Law." He also mentioned that in the original 
action to reduce the election of 1817, the peti- 
tioning burgesses had been compelled to pay 
the whole expenses, amounting to £1400, wnile 
the Magistrates had defended the action at the 
expense of the burgh. The Lord Advocate, in 
opposing Lord Arohibald's motion, said that 
the warrant which he asked for was a warrant 
granted not by her Majesty's Ministers, but 
by the Privy Oouncil of Great Britain, "author- 
ising these Ma^stratea to exercise the risht 
previously exercised by those who had preceded 
them — ^tmit of choosing th«ir own successors 
in office" ; and he contended that in issuing the 
warrant a wise and sound discretion had been 
exercised. An editorial article on the ques- 
I tion reoalls the original dispute, and concludes 

I as follows:— "The sett of the burgh <rf Inver- 
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neat coofinei tlie eligibility of Magistratet and 
Uoimciilon to trafficking merdumte or malt- 
meiL As there are now no maltmen, of course 
the eligibility ie confined to traffickers. They 
alone are qualified to ait at the Ooundi Board 
and deUberate on the common weal. The late 
Magiatratea rentured to extend the privilege 
a little further, by electing three persona, who 
hod every qualification but that ariainff from 
ahop-keeping traffick. Immediately the hue 
ana cry waa raiMd hj the very peraona who 
are perpetuallv complaining of the narrow ael- 
fiahneaa of tne buigh ayatem. One misht 
imagine that the offence of the llag^iatratea had 
been to confine the eligibility within narrower 
bounds than the aett prescribed; but it will 
acarce be credited that the offence lay in ex- 
tending the eligibility." 

Ibid. — A paragrapn announces that anrangementa 
had been made for the re-erection and accommo- 
dation of the public in the extenaive premiaea 
called Qeddea'a Buildinga in High Street, by 
throwing what waa formerly occupied as an 
Atheneum into a billiard room and news- 
room. Offices were to be established in the 
same building for coaches and steamboats. A 
subsequent paragraph says that the manage- 
ment was continued as bdfore. 

April 10. — "A steamboat for the Caledonian 
Cansl navigation is now buildinff upon the new 
construction on the banks of Uie Canal near 
Kinmylies. It is proposed to be about sixty 
feet long, and will be finished in the course of 
two montha." 

April 17.— The Bisht Hon. Charlea Grant waa 
unanimonaly re-elected member of Parliament 
for the countv of Inverness. His election was 
moved by Idur Grant of Bothiemurchua, and 
seconded oy Mr Baillie of Dochfour. The pre- 
aiding officer. Sheriff Gilaean, reported that 
it hsA been impoaaible to make intimation of 
the writ in four pariahea of the Long Island on 
account of the high winds and tempMtuoua aeaa 
which prevailed for eight daya together. Affi- 
lavits on the point were produced, and a 
minute recorded. It aeemed tnat the aame thing 
had occurred in 1782 at the time of the elec- 
tion of General Fraaer of Lovat. On that occa- 
sion the matter waa paaaed over in silence, but 
it was now considered proper to aay that all 
that waa poasible to be done had been done, and 
that therefore the provisions of the law had 
been substantially complied with. Tlie newly- 
elected member was not present, but lys father 
entertained a party of seventy to dinner in the 
Northern Meeting Booms. 
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Ibid. — Great regret is expressed at the death of 
Dr M. T. Bethune, iDTemess, son ol the late 
minister of Dornoch, who had been cut off at 
the beginning of a promising career as a medi- 
cal practitioner. He is described as *'one of 
our most distinguished citizens." 

April 24.— It was ennoimced that a reduction of 
duties on Soottidi whisky would take place on 
11th October, but that in the meantime Scot- 
tish distillers em well aa Irish were to be al- 
lowed to bond the spirits without previous 
payment of the duty. 

lbui.-^At the Synod of Moray, held at Forres, 
great interest was taken in the cases of opposed 
settlement from the parishes of Kiltarlity and 
Croy. The spokesmen for the Presbyt^ of 
Inverness expressed "their perfect readiness to 
settle the Rev. Colin Fraser in the parish of 
Kiltarlity under protest that in doing so they 
would be, nevertheless, at liberty to bring to a 
close tiieir process of declarator in the C&vil 
Court." This was acquiesced in by the Synod. 
The case of Ctoy led to long debate, but it was 
ultimately carried unanimously that the settle- 
ment of the Rev. Mr Oami^ell should take 
place in July. 

IlHd.— At the Circuit Court of Inverness several 
persons were indicted for riotous and disorderly 
conduct in obstructing the entrance of Mr 
^jampbell to the church of Croy. Counsel for 
the defence challenged twenty of the jurvmen 
summoned for the trial, and the Grown Agent 
challenged two. This reduced the number oi 
jurymen to thirteen, so that the Court bad to 
desert the diet. The prosecutor, however, in- 
timated that he was determined to ^^^7 »® 
cases, and would bring them before the High 
Court of Justiciary in Edinburgh. ^ 

May 8.— "The Senatus Academicus of Kings 
College, Aberdeen, have conferred the depee of 
D D. on the Rev. Angus Mackintosh, mimster 
of Tain. The friends of Dr Mackintosh must 
feel highly gratified by the unanimous and very 
handsome manner in which this deserved dis- 
tinction has been conferred upon him by the 
Univeraity of which he was an alumnus. ' 

Ibid.— "Died, at Brahan Castle, on Thursday the 
24th April, the Hon. Caroline Miebckenzie, third 
daughter of the late Lord Seaforth; deeply 
anduniversally lamented. Her untimely death 
was occasioned by an accident in a low car- 
riage, in company with her sirter, which thus 
temmated in the prime of life her unobtrusive, 
though eminently useful and virtuous, career of 
Christian piety and benevolence," . ^, . 

May 15.— At the anniversary meeting of the In- 
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yeniMs BiUe Sodoty, it wm intimated that 
since the former aonireiMiy a sum of £180 had 
been remitted to the parent Society, and about 
four hundred Bibiea and Tettamente distributed 
by the Depoaitary. In addition to the anilual 
eubecriptions, contiibotions amounting to £106 
were intimated frcHn the Inremen JuTenUe 
Society and from district branches. 

ibid.— The settlement of the Rev. Colin Fraser 
in the parish of Kiltarlity was carried out on 
the 8th inst. without incident beyond the read- 
ing of a notarial protest in terms of the agree- 
ment arriyed at by the Synod. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at the Ksnse of Via, on the let of 
May, after a short illness, the Rey. Hugh 
Munro. minister at that parish, in the 76th 
vear of his a]^e and 46th of his ministry. A 
nigh tribute is paid to his character, whidi 
mentions, among other yiitues, that ''he was 
an utter stranger to the meiignity of party 
spirit" 

May 22. — Decision was giy^n by the Court of 
Session on the question raised bj a majority 
of the Presbytery of Inyemess in connection 
with the presentation to Eoltarlity. The 
Presbytei;y oontended that the presentation 
granted to Mr Colin Fraser by Loyat's Com- 
missioner was null in respect of Loyat*s own 
religious faith; and, seccmdly, that the right 
of presentinff had fallen to the Presbytery 
through the delay of a presentation by a quah- 
fied patron. llie defender maintained thiej. 
pleas: 1st, that the Presbytery stood com- 
mitted by having actually sustained the pre- 
sentation in question before it bethought it- 
self of oppositioo and resistance; 2ndy that 
even if the presentation by Loyat*s Commis- 
sioner was invalid, the right to present by re- 
solution would pass, not to the Presbytery 
but to the Crown, in terms of the very statute 
on which the Presbytery itself founaed; and 
3rd, that at all eventti tne said statute of Queen 
Anne, by which Catholic patrons ere restricted 
in certain cases from exercising the rights of 
presentation, did not apply to this case, Mr 
Fraser of" Lovat having neither "signed a pre- 
sentation*' nor refused any test "tendered to 
him/* which are the only cases or circumstances 
to which the penal statute of Queen Anne re- 
fers. The Court (one Judffe differing) held 
that the two preliminary derences were amply 
sufficient for the defender's protection, and 
therefore that it was unnecessary to decide the 
remaining point. Accordingly their lordships 
dismissed the action at the instance of the 
Presbytery, and found the Presbytery liable in 
expenses. 
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May 29.— "Jamet CDmmiiig, millwright, died here 
last week at the advanced e«e of 101. His 
wife, aged 90, is now living nere. dimming 
was a native of Morayshire, being bom at Man- 
dole, near Altyre, and had the merit of first 
execnting nuiny excellent meal and thrashing 
mills in the Northern Counties upon the most 
improved ctmstruction. He had a great 
genius for mechanics, and there remain many 
specimens of his curious workmanship.** 

(bid. — "Died, at the Manse of Glenshiei, on Sun- 
day the 11th cnrt., having on that day com- 
pleted lus TStfa year, the Rev. J(^n BCacrae, 
46 years minister of that parish. A man 
whose vigorous powers of mind, pure integritv. 
and great warmth of heart, secured him the 
love and esteem of all who knew him.** — ^"At 
Nairn, on the 22Dd ult., Jc^n Ounn, Esq., 
Sheriff-Substitute of that county. He was a 
sound andean uprieht judge, an honounble 
man, a sincere friend, and an affectionate rela- 
tive.^' 

June 5.— '"At a Justice of Peace Gourt held 
here [at Inverness] on Tuesday last for the 

Knishment of offenders against the Excise 
ws, nearlv four hundred persons from the 
diMricts oi the Aird, Strathglsss, and 
Urquhart, were convicted and fined in small 
sums. Those detected in illicit distillation 
were generally fined in twenty shillings each ; 
and for selling spirits withtMit a licence the 
general fines were four guineas." 

tbid. — ^''Married, at Devonshire House, London, 
on the 26th ult., Earl Gower, eldest son of 
the Marqnia of Stafford, to Ladv Harriet 
Howard, daughter of Lord Morpeth." The 
evttit was celebrated with great rejoicings in 
the county of Sutherland. 

Ibid. — ^The Society for the Suppression of Beg- 

§ing held its annual meeting in the Town Hafl. 
ul^criptions and donations amounted to 
£251, but tiie Society had incurred debt to the 
amount of £24. Subscriptions in the Land- 
wud part of the parish had fallen oS, Tlie 
number of persons receiving aid was 114. 
Ibid. — At the General Assembly the petition of 
the Rev. John Frwer. minister of Kiltarlity, 
was considered. The substance of his com- 
plaint was as follows: — ^'The Presbytery of 
Inverness delayed the settlement of the peti- 
tioner till Mav 1823, although they were 
directed to induct him with all convenient 
speed. A great majority of the members of 
Presbytery protested agaii«t the settlement, 
and not only caused their protest to be re- 
corded, but also to be read in the Church of 
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Kiltarlity during diTine senrioe and od the day 
of hi* ■etUement ; and had canaed it also to bo 
puhUahed in the public newspapen, which dr- 
comatance, tho petitioner complained, had 
material^ inflnenced hia oaefahieaa and re- 
■pectability •• a minifter." Hie Preabytery 
did not put in an appearance » and the majority 
who were concerned in the proceeding! were 
enjoined to appear peraonally at the bar of 
the next General Aaaembly. 

Jane 12. — ^The Northern Miiaionary Society held 
their twenty-third anniyeraary in the High 
Chnrch, Inyemeaa. Collections and anbacaip- 
tiona emonnted to £88 9b. 

Ibid.^-On Thnraday laat the fonndation-atone of 
Anderaon*B Inatitntion for the education of the 
poor diildren of Foires, Ra£Ford, and Kinloaa, 
wsa laid in Forrea with the naual ceremonies. 
"This Institution is founded and will be sup- 
ported from funds left by the late Jonathan 
Anderson, Eaa., of Glasgow, a natiye ci 
Forres* who also mortified some feu grounds 
in Glasgow, whidi yield a.bout £100 sterling 
per annum for the benefit of poor housdiolders 
in Inyeneas.*' 

June 19. — ^Tle trial of four men and one woman 
for rioting at Croy in connection with the pre- 
sentation of the new minister to the pastorate 
came off on the 9th inst. before tne High 
Court of Justiciary. The charge against one 
ol the men was found not proyen; all the 
others were foond guilty. A petition waa laid 
befot<e the Court from Rey. Mr Campbell, 
praying the Court to inflict as lenient a punirii- 
ment em possible, as the prisoners had been 
betrayed into error, and the bad spirit was 
rapidly subsiding in the parish. One of the 
prisoners waa sentenced to a month's imprison- 
ment, and the others, including the woman, 
to two months, in the jail oi fiiyemeas. A 
second woman who had been indicted did not 

Ibid. — On Tuesday, 17th inst., Thomas Alex- 
ander Fraaer of litiyat (grandfather of the pre- 
sent Lord Loy&t) attained his majority. The 
occasion was celebrated with rejoidnfgi thi oufl^h- 
out the Loyat estates. Bonfires and entert«in- 
ments marked eyenr district. "The yiew from 
Beaufort presented to the assembled company 
at the Castle one of the finest aoenes that can 
be conceiyed. The summit of eyery hillock, 
as well as of eyery higher mountain, started 
Into a blaae. and the whole line of country 
oyer the brown heather and along the yaDeys 
seemed coyered with light imd gladness.** At 
Beaufort about one hundred gentlemeq sat 
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down to dinner, for which tables were spread 
in the Goort. The health of Lovat was pro- 
posed by the Marquis of Hiintly, and pledged 
with great enthusiasm. At Foyers, Mr 
Fraser, the proprietor, had a bullock killed and 
distributed witn ale and whiflky among his 
tenantry and neighbours. A splendid bonfire 
was kindled on Cttimderg, a mile above the 
house of Foyers. 
June 19 and ^.— On the first date it is sUted 
that the arriyals for the Wool Market began 
on Monday, «jm1 yet till the time of going to 
press (the paper appeared on Thursday) no 
definite busmess had been done. The writer 
complained that the business^ which towards 
the end was generally concluded in one or two 
hours, occupied many persons from Monday 
tiU Friday, and this delay exposed the psrfies 
to much expense and inconyenience. In the 
isvue of the 26th, the reporter speaks of the 
character of the market and of the prices. 
''FiTe or six wool staplers and dealers in sheep 
from the North of England and South of Scot- 
land come to treat with three or four hundred 
respectable individuals; and such is their 
mutual confidence that bargains for wool and 
sheep to the amount of £lSdfiO0 and upwards 
are concluded even without a sample. Last 
week our information ffoes to say that good 
Cheviot wedders brougnt each IBs 6d (clad 
score). This we believe to be the highest price 
obtained ; and wedders of the same description, 
thoud^ of inferior quality, were sold at 148 
6d. Blackfaced weddeiB fetched from 12s to 
168; Cheviot ewes from 7s to lOs 6d; aifl 
blackfaced ewes from 6s to 66 6d. Blackfaced 
hogffs brought from 7s to 10s; and wedder 
lambs of the same kind- from 4s to 6s 3d. The 
sales in Cheviot hoggs and lambs were very 
few — ^the former brought 8s 6-1 and the latter 
6s. Cheviot wool was sold so low as 9s per 
stone of 24 lbs., and the highest price was 
lOto 6d. The coarse "^fool nrom blackfaced 
sheep sold at frtim 10s to lis 6d per double 
stone, or the stone of 48 lbs. In most of these 
purchases a reference was made of 6d per stone 
of wool, and 6d on each sheep, to be decided 
by the aspeZit of the markets, and the prices 
tnat may be given in the South before Sep- 
tember, which is the upual time of delivery. 
One very important branch of this market is 
the purchase of smearing materials, and we 
understand that one contract of very consider- 
able amount (upwards of £1600 worth) was 
concluded much to the satisfaction of both 
parties." 

29 
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June 26. — An article on the distillery lawi Bays 
that a remittion of duty waa to be made to i%n 
extent quite unexpected, and likely to have 
the moat beneficial reaulta. The effect of the 
alterations, it waa anticipated, would "moat 
effectually quaah smugffling." One of the le- 
Bolutiona adopted by tne Houae of Commons 
was as fdlows: — 'That it is expedient that 
every distiller or maker of spirits in Scotland 
and Ireland respectively should be permitted 
to warehouse the spirits made or distilled by 
such distiller without payment of the duty of 
Excise chargeable thereoo ; and that the duties 
of Excise oiargeable on such spirits shall be 
payable and paid on their being taken out if 
warehouse for home consumption." 

July 10.— •'On Thursday last the Rev. Mr Oamp- 
biell was admitted minister of Groy, in presence 
of a very respectable couffregatioo. There Wfui 
happily no occasion for Uie interference of the 
Sheriff or his officers, who attended, no inter- 
ruption having been offered to the solemn ser- 
vices of the day." 

Jul^ 17.— **The celebrated Miss Edgeworth ar- 
rived here last week. During a short stay she 
visited the Falls of Kilmorack." 

July 31. — ^The Act for the Maintenance of High- 
land Roads and Bridges was laid before a 
county meeting. 'The former bill left it op- 
tional for the counties to have toUs; the pre- 
sent proceeds a step further, and gives the 
opticm either to have tolls or to increase their 
assessment; and its principal feature is to 
give option and to avoid compulsion." It was 
conceded to the wishes of the Northern Coun- 
ties that the mail coadi should not be charge- 
able with any toll whatever, and that cattle 
might travel from Bighouse in the heights of 
Sutiierlandshire, westward and southwards to 
Fort-Augustus and so over the Gorryajrick 
Rood to Perthkhirey without payment of toll, 
except lOd per score of black cattle and 5d 
per score for sheep and lambs, payable once 
at the Pdtmain Bridge over the Spey. The 
counties had not as yet resolved to establish 
general tolls. A bill was also laid on the table 
for the building of additional places of worship 
in tJie Highlands and Islands of Scotland out 
of public moneys in tbe Court of Exchequer, 
the sum not to exceed £10,000 in any one year, 
and not exceeding in all the sum of £50,000. 
The object of this measure was to provide ad- 
ditional churdies for large parishes. 

August 7. — Died, at Deldriegan of Glenmoriston, 
on 5th July, Mr Archibald Grant, aged 87 
years. His married life extended to 65 years, 
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and hin wife aurrived bim. His remains were 
followed to the graye by 65 children and graod- 
children. 

Au£^ 14.— "Married, at CkMsy Hall, in the 
county of Ncnrfolk, Thomaa Alexander Fraaer, 
Esq. of Loy«t, to Charlotte Georgina D. Jer- 
ningham, eldest daughter of Sir Qeorge Jer- 
ningham, Baronetb" In the next issue there 
is an account of meetings held on the Lovat 
estates to celebrate the happy event 

Auffust 28. — '*Died, at Quebec, on the 29th 
«nuie. Laughlin Smith, Seignoir of St Dems 
and La Pocatiere. Mr SmiUi wsto a native of 
Inverness, Scotland, and is supposed to be 
upwaids of 100 years of age. He served as a 
private in General Wolfe's army at tftie taking 
of Quebec." 

September 4. — ^llie Northern Missionary Society 
neld its twenty-third anniversary meeting at 
Tain on 27th August. Collections, subsoip- 
tions, and donations were intimated amount- 
ing to £94 18s. 

Ibid. — ^The new Distillery Act is summarised. 
"We find some differences existing between the 
present Act end the substance of it as pub- 
lished in an abstract in the end! of June last. 
In that abstract it was stated that the duty 
on every sallon of spirits made from malted 
com was 2b 6d, at a strength of 10 per cent, 
over proof; but instead of that we now find 
that the duty ia 2s on every gallon hydrometer 
proof. Distillers are allowed to warehouse 
spirits without payment of duty, the strength 
of sudh spirits to be either 25 <» 11 per cent, 
over proof; and where a sale of spirits is re- 
alised the quantity taken out of the warehouse, 
when for home consumption, must not be leas 
than the content of the original cask (100 
gallons), upon which the duty is only then 
payable; and a warehouae rent for report of 
the revenue is chargeable at the rate of one 
penny per 40 gallons a week. Distillers from 
malted com must produce two gallons of 
spirits from every bushel of malt, or 12 gallons 
proof spirits from the standard of Linlithgow 
DoU." After menticming other poinUi, the 
article concludes: — ^"Tlie spirit duty on eight 
pints Scots (or, as this qu&ntity is called, the 
Soots gallon) amounts to 8s on proof spirits, 
which is about 12 per cent, stronger than is 
commonly retailed m this country; and the 
malt duty on the same quantity at the same 
strength is Is, making 98 of spirit and malt 
duty on ei^^t Scots pmts. The former duties 
on the same quantity amounted to 22i, thus 
^ving a reduction of 13s per Scots galloii. 
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From the WMkneM of the wash allowed to be 
Hied, Joined with the liberty of werehoiiBiig 
the ipirite, in ft ihort time there is no donbt 
thatarapcnoripiritcanbe produced; and the 
effect of the whole ia that we find tHnTellen for 
spirit dealera in the South are at thia moment 
offering to supply our market hm. by the end 
of October, with spirita at 6e per Englidi gal- 
lon, or at the rate of da 6d per Soots pint.** 

September 25. — ^At the municipal election this 
year, James Qrant of Bnght was elected Pro> 
Toat, Mr Robertson of Altnaskiach remaining 
a member of GonndL 

October 2. — *1t would appear from the popula- 
tion retnms made np from the GkiTemmnt ab- 
stract* of 1801, 1811, and 1821, that the High- 
land counties of Ross and Cromjirty present 
the mo»t numerous instances of longerity in 
proportion to their population — ^in every 2156 
there being one above 100 years, and one above 
80 years in every 93. Comparing the popula- 
tion of England and Scotland in thia respect 
the number above 100 returned from the for- 
mer conntrv is only 168 out of a population 
of 11.261,437; whereae from the httor the 
number in 102 in a population of 2,093,459." 

Tbid. — On the previous Monday the Constables 
of the town were sworn into office for the 
ensuing year, in presence of the Magistrates. 
when Provost Qrant addressed them at some 
length on the duties and importance of their 
office. Sergt. -Major John Mackenzie. Castle 
Street, wae elected head constable, and each 
constable was furnished with a copy of instruc- 
tions and a baton. These constables were a 
force distinct from the police and town offlcen, 
and were instructed to co-operate with them 
in preventing crimes and offences. Tlieir 
authority did not extend beyond the Royalty, 
and on duty they had always to carr^ their 
baton. A copy of their instructions is pub- 
lished in this issue. We reproduce the two 
following: — *The character and good order of 
the town are so much concerned in a due and 
strict observance of decency and propriety on 
the Sabbath Day, that the Mae'strates renuire 
the constables to be particularly careful to 
correct anv imnroprieties which may occur on 
that day.** "The constables are enjoined to 
maintain a uniform and exact regard to 
sobriety, decency, and civility in their own 
conduct ; bearing bad language and even re- 
proach from persons in liquor when they ap- 
pear to have no bad intentions ; and exercising 
all the humanity compatible with ttie due and 
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finn diicharge of their duty.'* After meeting 
with the conitablee. the llagistrates diepoeed of 
the Common Good of the bnrgh, whidi then 
included the shore does and anchorase at the 
harbour, ahd tolls on the bridges. The shore 
dues and ani3borage came to £620, and the 
total^hicloding these, to £971 14s. 

Ibid.— What is called a "new com market" was 
opened at Inyemett on the previoos Tuesday. 
Upwards of 200 bolls of grain were offered for 
saJo. An address to the Inverness Farmers' 
Society led to the establishment of the mar- 
ket. This address stated that while some far- 
mers had regular customers, the majority had 
to repair to the streets of Inverness on market 
days, aud diligently look out for customers, 
sometimeR for weeks in vain. 'Thus the time 
passes, necessities accumulate, engagements re- 
quire to be implemented, ana the unfortunate 
&rmer is compelled to treat with the smug- 
gler, the mealmonger, or other indidviduals on 
terms highlv disadvantageous, but frequently 
considered by the purchaser as favours Y^- 
stowed on the seller. Many transactions had 
also to be ^'managed in the whisky house, by 
means of a tipple and a drink. It is quite 
notorious that many of the buyers will not de- 
termine wiUiout a dram, and perhaps half-a- 
dozen may be required 'to produce the desired 
effect." To obviate these untoward circum- 
stances, the attempt to establish a new com 
market was made. It was proposed to effect 
the sales by samples; and with the concur- 
rence of the Magistrates a booth was to be 
erected on the Exchange every Tuesday and 
Friday from 12 till half-past two o'clock. The 
samples of grain were to be displayed under 
the superintendence of an intelligent attendant, 
who was capable of concluding transactions in 
the absence of parties. A scfue of fees, vary- 
ing from a penny to sixpence, was to be paid 
to the attendant. 

October 2 and S.^These issues contain reports 
of the Northern Meeting. Races were held at 
Duneancroy. 

October 9. — The county meeting at Inverness re- 
solved meantime to sapport the roads by assess- 
ment instead of by tolls They also 'adopted 
a resolution in favour of bringing the mails 
by the Highland Road from Perth. 

November 6.— This issue records the death of Mr 
Charles Grant, long member for the county of 
Inverness, in the representation of which he 
was succeeded by his son. "Mr Grant did busi- 
ness at the India House, on the evening of 
ThuxMay last. As )ie was in the practice of 
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managing hla exteniiTe ooirecpondenoe dnrinff 
the quiet of the lught. it appean that he did 
not retire to reet tm four on Friday momiDg, 
about which time he waa seized with simbtos 
in the atomach, which at six o'clock termin- 
ated his VBluable life." The notice proceeds : 
— *'Mr Grant went out in eariy life to India, 
with few advantages save those which hia own 
talenta and conduct procured for him. The in- 
timate knowledge which he soon acquired of 
the Company's a£Fairs, his integrity, capacity 
for business, and that indefatij^able persever- 
ance which never left him to his latest hour, 
soon opened up to him an honourable career. 
He obtained several situationa of great trust 
in Bengal, which paved the way to the im- 
portant offices which he afterwards filled at 
home, as Deputy Chairman and Chsirman of 
the Cburt of Directors. In 1802 he waa dboaen 
member of Parliament for his native county, 
which he continued to represent till he waa suc- 
ceeded by hia son, the present member. Mr 
Qrant waa a very kind relation, a zealous 
friend, and in the kindly and Soottirfi sense 
of the phrase, 'a good countryman,' as well 
as in the more unlimited acceptation of the word. 
It is mentioned in the London papers that Mr 
Grant waa upwards of 80 years of age. He 
was in his 78th year, having been bom in the 
mf^morable year €i the Rebellion. He re- 
ceived the then beloved name of Charles from 
the Jacobite partialities of his family.*' 

Ibid. — ^The same issue records the death of Mr 
Peter Anderron, solicitor, who was so gener- 
ally liked and esteemed by his fellow-citizens 
that his death was felt in Inverness aa a pri- 
vate sorrow, as well as lamented aa a public 
loss. *'Mr Anderson waa still in the prime of 
life, and of a constitution which promised 
length of days and the enjoyment of vigorous 
health. Early yesterday morning he became 
indisposed, and by seven o'clock he had ceased 
to live. The fraiikTiess of hia courtesy, and a 
facility of benevolence which made him the 
ready' listener to all sorts of grievances, and 
the ready friend of all sorts of men who were 
in want of assistance— «nd these have not been 
few of late years — ^formed a character peculi- 
arly calculated to gain on the kindliest sym- 
pathies of the heart; and we may truly say 
that as no member of our community waa ever 
more universally liked than Mr Anderson, no 
one was ever mourned by high and low with 
srrief more unaffected and genuine." 

Ibid. — Mr Adnm, Rector of the Inverness 
Academy, had just returned from a ten da^' 
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oniiae on board the Clio. His experiments 
were meant to determine the situation of a 
ship by obtaining the lUtitade of any of the 
heavenly bodies where the horizon was ob- 
scured. The results were said to be more 
satisfactory than on any former occasion. 

December 11. — A county meeting was held at In- 
verness on the 5th iust., and resolutions were 
adopted expressing cordial appreciation of the 
distinguished swvices of the late Cherles 
Qnnt during his long connection with the 
county. Mr J. P. Qrant of Rothiemurchus, 
M.P., was in the chair. The chief resolution 
bore that "during the last twenty-one yean, 
being the period of the public connection of 
the late Charles Grant, Esq., with this county, 
the attention of the Legislature has been 
directed to the cultivation of the natural ad- 
vantages of this northern part of the Kingdom, 
in a greater degree than that which any Go- 
vernment has ever bestowed on a part of its 
dominions so remote, and contributing so little 
to its revenue." Several absent memMrs wrote 
complaining that too short notice had been 
given of the meeting, but the attendance num- 
bered nearly forty, and it was resolved to pro- 
ceed with the business rather than adjourn. 
The resolutions were adopted with acclama- 
tion, and copies were ordered to be transmitted 
to the Right Hon. Charles Grant, aod to be 
advertised' in Inverness, Edinburgh, and Lon- 
don newspapers. 

December ^.— On the 17th inst. a General Court 
of the Directors of the East India Company 
was 'held at the East India House. Mr James 
Smith, M.P., submitted the following mo- 
tion: — ^'That this Court taking into ocmsidera- 
tion the great ability, inflexible integrity, and 
unremitting attention displayed by the late 
Charles G&ant, Esq., durins nearly thirty 
years as a member of the Executive body, 
after seventeen years of distinguished service 
in IndJA, and the many important benefits he 
has rendered to the Company, by his counsels 
and experience, and by his constant and strenu- 
ous exertions in Parliament and eilsewhere, to 
preserve unimpaired their rights and privileges, 
and improve the condition of the vast popu- 
lation under their rule, desire to recoixL their 
deep sense of the loss sustained by the death 
of this valuable director, who, to the last day 
of his life, was actively employed in the dis- 
cbarge of his duty, and testify the high ad- 
miration in which thev hold his talents, diarac- 
ter, and services ; ana therefore that a marble 
monument be erected to die memory of the 
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kte Cborlet Grant, £aq, in Uie Parkh Ghnrcfa 
of at U«orffe's, Bloonubuiy; and that the 
Court of CireciorB be nqoeated to taka 
ui«a«furea to cairy the aame into eflfectw" The 
motion waa aeoooded by bir Charlea Forbea, 
hLP., and botfi gentlemen eulo^^aed the 
diaracUsr Mid aerrioea of the late Diract<N'. 
The propoaal for a momunent called forth an 
amendment, aubmitted by Mr Hume, M.P. for 
Montrone, on the ground that there waa no 
pieoedent for conferring such a diatinction. Mr 
Hume alao went over the aevflral pointa <m 
which the moTer grounded hia motion, and 
cunteuded that they wcfe nut aui&cient to war- 
rant the poathumoua honour projected. Mr 
Klphinatone aaid that **thia Company had 
laated above a hundred yeara, and had em- 
ployed a Dumber of moat able and moat 
honeat aerranta, who went out of life with- 
out the commemoration of atatuea." Hit ad- 
mitited it to be true that the Company had 
erected staiuea to aome who had aignaliaed 
themaelvea in their aenrice, but they were to 
auch men aa Lord Clive, Admiial Pooocke, and 
oiherai -Who had acquired and conaoUdated 
their great poaa e aa i ona, and between auch men 
and auch aervicea, and the Directora and their 
dutiee, there could be no point of oompaiison. 
Mr Impey, who atrongly aupported the mo- 
tion, aaid that hb knew the fttcUity with which 
the hon. member for Montrose could pry into 
public efforts; hia mind, like aome optical 
glaaaea, w«a formed for minute diacoveries; 
it waa not Mr Hume's fault that ho waa so 
constituted, it waa rather the yice of hia 
nature, for, in the language of Shakeapeare, 
*'lt ia his nature's plague to pry into abusea." 
(Loud laughter and criea of '*Hear," in which 
Mr Hume loudly joined). On a diTlaion the 
amendment waa rejected by a majority of 54 
to 29 votea, ajid the original motion waa then 
agned Uk 
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No. XIX. . 

In the early part of 1824 there are several in- 
teresting entries relating to smnggjing and the 
enforcement of Excise penalties. A strong de- 
sire existed to put an end to illicit distilla- 
tion, but there were obstacles in the way, 
which are pithily set forth in one of the ex- 
tracts. TLe condition of the slaves in the 
West Indies was at this time before Parlia- 
ment. Many persons in the North of Soot- 
land were interested in West Indian planta- 
tions^ and the counties of Ross and Inverness 
petitioned Qovemment to proceed with cau- 
tion in tniQciti g legislative cnanges. 

In the seconS half of the year the question of 
Excise pentilties on smugglers continued to 
excite much attention. The Justices of the 
Peace were exceedingly reluctant to inflict 
the minimum statutory penalty of £20, but 
the authorities inststed. In one case from 
Banffshire where the Justices proved ob- 
stinate, Uie offending smugglers were brought 
before the Court of Exchequer and subjected 
to much heavier penalties than if they had 
been fined by a Justice of Peace Oourt. lliis 
seems to have been intended as an object 
lesson. It will be observed that the forma- 
tion of a company to introduce gas and water 
into Inverness dates from 1824. There are 
many items of interest in the subjoined 
notes. 

From the ^'Jnvemen Oowrier.*^ 
1834. 

Jannsry 8.~At a Justice of^Pesce Gonrt in In- 
verness 293 persons were fined for breaches cl 
the lieensing laws. From the Beaoly district 
alone there were 178 oases. It was stated tiiat 
in the Inverness district the fines and axrears 
of licences amocnted to nearly £400. 

Ibid.— Dm Rev. John llacdonsfd, of Ferrintosh, 
was at this time interesting himself specially 
in the Island of St Kilda. He had received tlie 
following contributions in aid of buiMinga to 
be erected for the accommodation of a mia- 
aionary and place of worathip: — ^From the 
stadents .ol King's College, Aberdeen, £7; 
from Aberdeen itself, £30; from Dondee, £19 
19b; from Perth, £13 6s 4d. 

January 15. — ^"In pkra^nng up a field at Leys, 
gear tbu town, the plougnnuui found a rod of 



8M Inmrnm Owarkr Indm. [1834 

pure gold, about 16 incbea lon^ , with three 
•idee, each about i of an inch in depth. In 
the middle it ia twiated. and terminated bj 
a bend aimilar to a abepberd'a crook, in Tery 
rude worirmanahip. It waa purohaaed at £4 
10a by Mr Nangbtan, joweuer, here, and ia 
now in hia poaaeaaion." 

Oitd. — 'To the admirera of Gaelic poet^ it will 
not be unintereating to know that in 81och- 
muic, on the property ol the Earl of Sea- 
field, aspired in 1746, John Maodonald, other- 
wise Ian Manntaiche, or Jobn the Stammerer. 
Ue had fought in the Stewart cauae in 1715. 
and at the age of four acore and three drew 
hia claymore for Prince CSiarlea at the battle 
of Culloden. He i^oaved eeveral wounda, but 
more than theae regretted the loas of hia harp, 
hia companion for more than 60 years. He 
lingered a few weeks after reaching an asylum 
in Strathspey, and waa secretly interred near 
the spot where he yielded his last breath. His 
songs have celebrated the race for whose ser- 
vice he lived and died, and the keeneat satire 
and ridicule ezpreases nis indignation and con- 
tempt of their opponenta. Perhaps there are 
not any Jacobite stanzas extant more desenr- 
ing of attention than the compositions of Ian 
ICanntaiche." 

Januanr 22. — ^In this issue there is another para- 
grapn with reference to the gold rod found at 
the Leys. "Some additional pieces of the 
same deacripiion have aince been recovered by 
Mr Nanghten; and on connecting them and 
inquiring of the kbourera aa to the manner 
in which they were found, they seem to have 
formed one piece of about 18 inches long, and 
to have been twisted exactly after the fiskion 
of the worm of a corkscrew. It waa found in 
the vicinity of the Druid's Temple at Leys; 
and a conjecture has been offerea by a neish- 
bouring gentleman, who ranks his^ in his 
knowledge of l&ese matters, that it is likely to 
have be«i used in snspendinff vessels with in- 
cense employed in certain religious -rites. This 
would lead one to suppose that it must have 
originally belonged to those of the Romish 
Church, for we do not think that the Druida 
possessed those refined modes of worship.*' 

n>id.— '<We learn that Mr Macta^ish, officer of 
Excise in Brsemar. has made a seizure of 
smuggled whisky of unusual magnitude. For 
a very lon^ time back it was notorious that 
large quantities of spirits were manufactured 
in Glentivet— now the only district in the 
Highlands where this illicit and demoralising 
;\yBtem is carried on to any great extent — and 
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tliat the joint fruits of the smugglers' labour 
were oonyeyed to diifereat parts of the low 
country by banck of people by far too numer- 
ous and powerful for any attempt at seizure 
bv a sipffie officer. On this last occasion Mr 
MactaYisn watched the motions of one of these 
bands, and discoyered the concealment where 
the spirits were deposited the first night of 
their journey. The smuggles, thinking all 
quite sale, retired to sleep^ when the previous 
arrangements for the seizure were carried into 
effect, and when they uwcke they found them- 
selres minus twenty Scots ankers of pure Glen- 
liTet." It is singular that the above para- 
graph should describe Glenlivet as iSba only 
place where illicit distillation was carried on 
"to any great extent/' when so man^ notices 
had appeu^d of breaches of the licensing laws, 
including illicit distillaition, in the county of 
Inverness. Perhaps the writer meant that 
Glenlivet was the only place where the traffic 
was conducted on a large scale. 

Jamisry 2B. — ^A case came on before the Gburt 
of Exchequer, under a receni Act respecting 
the Scots bur^hn, charging the Magistrattes of 
Nairn, at the instance of uiree burgesses, with 
having sold the lands of Hempholes on 7th 
January, and the lands of MiosMiall on 11th 
March 1823, without duly 'observing the pro- 
visions of the statute. The objection was 
taken that the production of burgess tickets 
was not sufficient proof that the pudntiffs had 
a title to sue. It was contended tnat the Town 
Council books could alone be held to be legal 
evidence. The Court sustained this view, and 
the plaintiffs were nonsuited. A case broueht 
against the Magistrates of Inverness for let- 
ting the lands called the Carse, without duly 
observing the provision! of the Act, was thrown 
out on Uie same ground. 

February 12. — A paragraph mentions that a 
woollen manufactory nad recently been estab- 
lished at the Haugb, and was being conducted 
with success. 

February 19. — ^Notice is taken of a paper by Mr 
George Anderson, Inverness, read oefore the 
Society of Scottish Antiquariev. It gave an 
account of cairns and circles of stones in the 
neighbourhood of Inv^ness, and was accom- 
panied with a map in manuscript and several 
dnvwings of the circles described. Mr Ander- 
son suggested the possibility that some at least 
of these circles had been erected for the ad- 
ministration of justice, and mentioned one in 
particular which he thought might have been 
constructed for this purpose. "It consisted 
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of a double circle of itonet, not, as ii com- 
monly the caoe, concentric, but pUoed in op- 
position so M to reiemble the figure 8. Mr 
Andenon reUted eome infttences of the cere 
witb which the neighbour* ebetain from in- 
juring theee relics, particularly the caimt, from 
a kind of aupentitious dread of evil whidi will 
happen to the unhallowed dieCnrbera of the 
deaa. He alao related a tradition of a firmer 
who had temerity enough to commit lacrilcge 
on a cajm, and who never afterwarda throve." 
Ibid.— /Ria aame ieaue oonta&na ioog extraoU 
from a report on smuggling in the Hi^'-nda, 
com^led by the Commiasioners appomted to 
inquire into the collection and management of 
the Revenue. Most of the nointa have been 
already mentioned in these Notes, but some 
are new. Sir George llackemde of Goul 
spoke of the administration of the law by the 
Justices of tiie Peace. 'In this country/' he 
saidi "scarcely one legal sentence has been passed 
for many years, as we books of ooUeotioa will 
testify. Ais has happened from no other cause 
than the law being considered by tne Justices 
aa too severe; in oonsequepce of whicih they 
have been administering a law of their own. ' 
Sir George also observed that there was not 
a Justice of the Peace who could say that he 
did not, in his own family, consume illegally- 
made spirits. Mr ICackenzie of Ardxy>ss de- 
clared that land-holders had an interest in not 
carrying the law into effect. "If a gentleman 
has an estate in the Highlands worth intrinsi- 
cally ibsOO per annum, he may set it to smug- 
glers, if there are mosses on it to supply fire, 
for the purpose of carrying on illicit distilla- 
tion at five, six, or seven hundred poundki; 
whereas, if illicit distillation were suppressed, 
it would immediately fall bade to its trae 
value, and he would lose half his income. The 
interest, therefore^ of the proprietor to pre- 
vent this is obvious. In like manner the 
owner of a low country arable farm sells his 
barley to smugglers at a rate at least one- 
thxrd hiffher than he should otherwise obtain 
for it. Even this yesr barley baa fetdied from 
the snragglers in Boss-shire 30s am) 32s per 
boll, while 1^ licensed distillers have bought 
theirs from Montrose at Itt to 208.** The re- 
port bore that the number of distilleries under 
the superintendence of the Inverness Oollec- 
lector was only ten, the largest, 200 gallons, 
the smallest, 47 ; that the legal distillers were 
on the decbne; tjiat they ocnild not manufac- 
ture to sell with profit for less than Us per 
gallon of the highest legal strength; that 
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imnggled whisky was deliTered in InTemeH 
at 6b per gallon, 12 per cent, under proof, being a 
difference of 19 per cent from the legal whiunr, 
which would make the price of the illegal 7s 
2d; that it was sometimes sold at 6s; that 
the population oi InTemess consumed about 
1000 gallons per weds, of which a veij small 
proportion paid duty. ^'Seizures of illicit 
spirit very frequent; always in Tflry small 
quantities; it is brought in by women in tin 
vessels, made to fit their shape, and other 
small vessels; never by carts or horses; de- 
posits made near the town, when it was divided 
iato small quantities.'* The report mentions 
only 3 legal distilleries bv name, those cairied 
on by Captain Munro of Teaninich, by Cap- 
tain Fraser at Bradda, and by Mr Harper in 
the county of Sutherland (probably dynelish). 
The Report had been drawn up some time be- 
fore its publication, and formed the founda- 
tion of tne new distillery laws of 1^3. 

February 26.— ^'William Brodie, Esq. of Brodie, 
hM been appointed by the King to be the 
Lord-lieutenant of Ross-shire.'* — The same 
number contains a memoir of the late Charles 
Grant, taken from a London magazine. 

Ibid. — A meeting was held at Fort- William and 
a Society formed for the pmpose of dissemin- 
ating Christiaii knowled^ ny means of Sabbath 
Schools, Circidadng Libraries, and the dis- 
persion of tracts. The Rev. Charles J. Bayne 
presided ait the meeting, and Sir Ewen 
Cameron of Faasifem was elected patron. 

March 4. — Two Excise cutters made a capture 
at Kilmuir, near Kessock, of 100 English gal- 
lons of whisky and five horses. The whisky 
was sold at the Excise Office at Inverness, and 
the horses were disposed of by public roup at 
the rate of 6s a head. 

Ibid. — ^"The venerable Highlander, Patrick 
Grant, to whom his Majesty two years ago 
granted a pension of one suinea per week, died 
at Braemar on the lltfi ult, in the 111th 
vear of his a^ He exjnred while sitting in 
his elbow chair, having felt scarcely any pre- 
vious illness. His pension now devolves on 
his daughter, Anne, during life. It is thought 
her late father was the omy survivor of those 
who fought at the battles of Oulloden and 
FaUdrk. He was present when the Pretender 
embarked for France." 

March 18. — "Some days ago a ploughman in the 
service of Mr Locuart KinlocE, at Knock- 
town of Muirtown, ploughing rather deeper 
than usual, turned up two cannon balls, one a 
■iz-pound shot, the other a four-poiina ball, 
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both much oorroddd; they bare no doobt been 

fired fran the Gaatle, whidi ii exactly op- I 

porite Hid eboat 1800 yardi distant; a stone i 

■hot of the dae, of a six-pound iron ball, of 

grsoiie, and a Kail 16 inches in diameter, of I 

granite, encrusted in the cavities of the stone i 

with brick-dust indurated, were some time ago ' 

found opposite the Citadel, and have probablj I 

been fired from it.** i 

Ibid. — ^Tbe solicitors of luTemess gaye a dinner ' 

in the Town HaU, at which Ifr Oiliean, the I 

Sheriff-Substitute, was the chief guest Pro- i 

▼ost Qraat (of Bufldit) was in the chair, and 

Mr Kinloch, Sheriff-Clerfc, officiated as crou- 
pier. I 
March 25. — A melaocholj drowning accident is 

recorded in this issue. A person engaged in 

building a house, engaged four men from Clach- 

nahfury to ooiivey stones from Redcsstle 

Quarrr. *'Tfae boat employed on this occasion 

was old and insecure, and on her return from 

the quarry deeply laden, sank at a distance of 

about aOO yards from the Redcastle Pier. 

when, melaiicholT to relate, the employer and 

whole crew perished. Four of these men were 

married, and have left widows and a number 

of helpless children to deplore their fate. The 

other was a young man who supported his 

aged and infirm relatiyes. The bodies were 

found as the tide retired, and oonTeyed next 

day to Clachnaharry, where a scene of dirtress 

ensued among their families and neighbours, 

which we need not describe. Tuesday last the 

interment of the bodies took place, and a more 

mournful procession was never witnessed in 

this ouarter." 
Ibid. — ^A movement began for the amendment of 

the laws relating to salmon fishing. The 06m- 

misaionere of Supply of the county of Elgin 

held a meeting and passed resolutions on the 

subject. The greatest evil specified was the 

want of le^al protection for the fish during the 

breeding tune. 
Ibid. — ^TIm same number reports a long debate 

in the House of Cbmmons on the subject of 

negro slavery. The Qovemment proposed a 

series of reforms to ameliorate the condition of 

the negro. 
April 1. — ^Tlie death is recorded of the Rev. 

Kobert Smith oi Cromarty. He was a native 

of Inverness, and was distinguiriied as a pastor 

and preacher. 
April 8. — ''We understand thai the beautiful and 

extensive highland barony of Glenelg, in this 

county, was purchased last week in Edinburgh 

bv the Right Hem. Charles Grant, M.P., at 
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£82,000 fterling. A few yean ainoe the same 
estate fetched nearly £100,000, and a yaat 
sum has since been expended in improYements 
OpOD it." 
Ibid. — Coonty meetings continue to be heldi and 
resolutiona passed on the subject of sahnon 
fishing. lUxe duties on wool were another 
topic before these meetings. ICinisters had 
proposed to remove some restrictions on trade, 
and more particularly to allow the exporta- 
tion of long wools. Manufacturers, however, 
were endeavouring by petitions "to alter the 
opinions of his Majestv's Ministers, and by 
continuing the monopoly they now enjoy to 

enrchase wool at their own jnioes, as has 
itherto been the case." This is the statement 
of the county of Koss, which agreed to peti- 
tion Parliament in favour of the proposals of 
his Majesty^ Ministers. 

April 15. — 'The Magistrates of Dingwall have 
readily conceded to the inhabitants of that 
town the free election of Qommissioners of 
Police, and agreed to several important amend- 
ments suffgested bv the burgesses on the im- 
pending Police Bill. This is an indication of 
the liWal spirit of the age, and so example 
worthy of imitation." 

April 29.— '<Mr Maclean of this place, who has 
lately returned from prosecuting ms studies 
as an artist in Italy, has in his possession two 
old coins, the sight of which may gratify our 
antimiarian reactors. He obtained them at 
Burghead, where 17 of similar description were 
found, the whole deposited in a horn. This 
horn, thouf^ entire when found, crumbled into 
dust on bemg exposed to the air. The follow- 
ing account of these coins is siven by a gentle- 
man skilled in matters of antiquarian research : 
'Tour coins nwist be of the reign of Edward 
m. Hie 'fleur de lis* shows it oould be no 
earlier, and the wofffc not much later. The 
motto round the reverse seems to be 'Cmcem 
Exaltat Qloria,' which I have on a gold coin 
of Edward IIL The inner legend is, 1 think, 
Villa Ro : Meyron, for the town <^ Rochester 
where they were coined, Meyron, the name 
of the Mint Master." 

May 6. — Petitions from the counties of Inverness 
and Rosa prayed the Leffislatnre to be care- 
ful in any interference Uiey made with tiie 
domestic sAurs of the West Indian Colonies. 
These petitions spoke of the danger of agita- 
tion amonff the blacks, and of the amount of 
property that was imperilled. The object of 
the Roes-shire meeting was to petition "against 
a spirit apparently spreading, having a tend. 
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ency to lead to niMrarw which may be pro- 
dncttTe of the moit diieetaoai ooneeqoenoee. if 
not proYided egainat by the wiadom of ParUa- 
mentu*' Their reaolutiona bore thai '^be ad- 
▼antaffee deriTed by the United Kiogdom from 
the Weat Indian Ooloniea are eatimated at little 
len than twenty miUiona aterling, beaidea the 
▼alne of prooMrty oalcnUted nt nearly 130 
milUoQa.** The reaolatitMia of the county of 
InTemeaa deprecated andden and violent 
changea, but alK) dedared that "the eodstence 
of alaTery in the Weat Indian Cc^oniea ia an 
evil of the greateat magnitude, ** aad called for 
the atten^oo of Parliiunent with the view of 
the ultimate admiaaion of the blacka to the 
aame righti aa the reat of hia Majetty^ anb- 
jecta; further, "that the meaaurea lately 
adopted by the LegiaUture for gradually en- 
larging ttie righta and providing for the re- 
ligioua and moral inatruction of the alavea are 
eminently deaerring of the cordial and un- 
mialified eupvort of all daaeea." 

Ibtd. — At the Circuit Court at Xnyemeaa, TlKHnaa 
Macphenon wai accuaed of having on the 24th 
July thrown a atone at the laiie Alexander 
Davidaon, aawyer at Daltullich, aaid u> be in 
the pariah of EdinkilHe and county of Elgin, 
whereby the said Davidson waa murdered. 
ICacphenon pleaded not guilty. '<)ii the 
croM-esamination of the first witneea it came 
out that DaltuUidi was situated in the pariah 
of Arddach and county of Nairn. After a 
learned argument, Lord Pitmilly dedded that 
the objection waa fatal to the indictment, and 
the puiel waa dismissed from the bar." 

Q>id.-*"Died, at the Ifanae of Kildonan, on the 
14th April, the Rev. Alexander Saoe, minister 
of that pariah^ in the 72nd year of hki age and 
37th year of nis ministry."' 

Ibid.— Notice ia taken of the death in Msnsh of 
Jamea ICackay, resident at St Louia, in Louiai- 
ana. About forty years before, Mr Madcay 
had emigrated from Scotland to Canada, and 
becoming engaged in the fur trade, he explored 
the region of the upper lakes and the country 
aa far weat aa the Rocky Mountains. After- 
wards he settled in Louisiana, then under 
Spanish Government, and was employed to ex- 
plore the country watec«d by the Missouri 
and ita tributaxy rivers, "a region almost with- 
out a civilised man.*' In remuneration for his 
services he received a grant of a large tract of 
land, and waa appointed to various offices, in- 
cluding that of IGlitary Commandant. When 
Louiaianft waa ceded to the United States, he 
waa choeen to serve in various capacities, aa 
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JdAJor of Militift, Judge of a District Court, 
and member of the L^iislature. A tribute ia 
paid to the character and senrioee of Mr Mac- 
kay. 

May 13. — ^The foundation of a new Epiicopal 
Chapel waa laid at Fortroee on the previoui 
Friday. 

Ibid. — ^The Conyenert of tiie Oountj at an ad- 
journed meetsmg laid on the table a ktter from 
the Lord Adyocate enclosing a communication 
from the Board of Excise iniristJiig on more 
yigoroas measures for the suppression of illicit 
distillation. GoUector Watson stated that the 
Justices sitting at Excise Courts had no al- 
tematiye except to impose a minimum fine of 
£20 on offenders, and that in future he would 
insist on this p^alty. The meeting drew up 
a series of resolutions showing that from the 
poyerty of the people such fines could not be 
ieyied, and^that if they were insisted on, the 
jail accommVxlation would not be sufllcient to 
contain the parties imprisoned at a sinjgle Ex- 
cise Courtw At a Court which followed immedi- 
ately afterwards there was a large number of 
cases. The Justices in the first case inflicted 
a fine of £3, on which Oc^ector Watson with- 
drew all the other cases, for the purpose of re- 
porting to the Board of Excise. 

May 20. — ^Lord Byron died at Missolongfai on the 
night of the 19th April, after an illness of ten 
days. "Howeyer far his compatriots may differ 
in their estimate of the moni worth and use- 
fulness of this illustrious person, they are 
at one in the sentiment of meUuuaioly regret 
for the premature extinction of the most splen- 
did poetical genius that England has pro- 
duced in her latter days." 

Ibid. — "In consequence of different Acts of Par- 
liament, the HeritMV ci the county directed 
their Collector to make an assessment for the 
mon^ necessary for the repair of the military 
and Parliamentary roads proportionally on the 
pr<n>rietorB of houses witnin the Royal Burgh 
of InyemeflB, conform to their rentals, as liable 
to the property tax in the year 1814, and to 
ley^ the same accordingly; but the burgh 
Heritors resisted the assessment on the ground 
that they were not liable by these atatutes, 
which clearly meant to exempt houses in the 
town. Slid the auestion was earned by them to 
the Supreme dourt by suspension. After a 
tedious and expensiye liti^ptioa the case was 
decided on the 15th inst. m the Second Diri- 
sion, ifhen their lordshipa unanimously sus- 
pended the Letters and found the sus^nders 
entitled to their expenses. By this decision the 
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proprieton of houses in the burgh hftve got 
free of % hesTj usessmeat intended to be levied 
for 1816 Mid subsequent years.** 

Ibid. — ^Notice u taken of experiments to be ear- 
ned out by the Morayshire Fanner Clnb to 
naoertain tLe most profitable kind of winter 
feeding for cattle. The writer adds — ^**A1- 
though this Society hare, by a series of five 
yearr cattle shows and premiums^ from 1812 
to 1816, accomplished a verr considerable im- 
provement in the breeds of Uack cattle and 
draught hones in the county oi Moray — as is 
strikmgly obvious to those aoquaintod with 
the state of that district previously — ^yet they 
are most anxious to carry that improvement 
still furtlier; and intend to institute another 
series of cattle shows with the view of exciting 
and keeping up, among practical fanners, a 
spirit of attention and emulation in this great 
branch of agriculture." 

June 3. — ^At toe meeting of the Oeneral Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland several members 
of the Presbytery of Inverness were rebuked 
for irregular proceedings in connection with 
the settlement oit Kiltarlity. 

Ibid. — Proposala were suggested at this time for 
patting a Poor Law Bill for Scotland. The 
"Courier" says: — ^'In the parish of Inverness 
there ii no oesessment for the poor, but the 
inhabitants of the town ocmtribute voluntarily 
for the support of an Institution for the Suppres- 
sion of Begging, and from which soup, meal, 
and money are distributed among the necessit- 
ous. The burden of maintaining the poi^* is 
thus left upon the benevolent inhabitants of 
Inverness, the proportion of the expense de- 
frayed by the Mentors being very slender in- 
deed." 

June 10. — At the annual meeting of the North- 
em Missiottsry Society, held at Inverness, con- 
tributions to the amount of £77 14s were re- 
ported. 

June 17.— "On Tueaday, Peter Scott, from Edin- 
burgh, was dected master of the Latin and 
Greek classes in the Inverness Academ3r, in 
room of Mr Carmichael, who has been appointed 
one of the masters of the Edinburgh Academy." 

June 24. — ^The Wool Market tjiis year opened with 
a very dull tone, but before the dose there w«a 
an improvement, and most of the stockma store 
sold. "A great part of the Cheviot wool was 
sold at 13s per stoma of 24 lbs. English, at 
short credit, with a sixpence more per stone of 
reference, depending on the state of the maricet 
at settling. When credit on bill for a more 
extended time was given, that description of 
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wool fetched 14e per stone. We heard of one 
nnall lot of saperior wool from Sntb^and 
having been sold aa high as ISs per stone. The 
wool of the blackfaced sheep sola a little lower 
tiian the Cheviot, say ai 12b and 128 6d per 
double stone. The sheep nuirket was not quite 
so spirited as that of the wool ; but a very oon- 
siderable number was disposed of notwithstand- 
ing. One lot of Cheviot wedders sold at 198, 
and the oorrent pricee of the market for this 
sheep were from 13s to ITs ; Cheviot ewes, from 
78 6d to 8b 6d and 9s ; Cheviot wedder hoggs at 
58 6d, 5s 9d, and 66 ; and lambs at 4fl 6d to 68 ; 
Blackfaced wedders brought from 98 6d to ISs 
6d; ewes from 6s to 7s; and lambs from 4s 
to Ss. A contract to the extent of about £1200 
was entered into by the sheep farmers of 
Sutherland with a ffentleman of this town for 
smearinsr materiah.^ 

July 1.— Died at Maltown Cottage on the 27th 
idt., Ci4>taan George Macpherson, R.N. He 
entered the navy as a midshipman in 1800, 
served under Lord Nelson, fougbt in the Dar- 
danelles, in Egypt, io the Walcheren Expedi- 
tion, and on the attack on Algiers in 1816. In 
pri^ite life his character was hospitable and 
kindly. ''On the day of his funeral, the gsr- 
rison of Fort-Qeorge testified their respect for 
departed worth by paying, unsolicited, the 
military honours due to his rank; and the 
shopti in Oampbelltown, throus^h which the Tiro- 
cession pafised, were diut. A number of his 
sorrowing friends resolved to erect a monument 
to his memory in testimony of t^eir heartfelt 
regard." 

Ibid. — LonI Ifacdonald died in London on Satur- 
day, the 19th ult. He served some years in 
the 10th Regiment, and afterwardis raised a 
corps of Fendbles. He also represented the 
borough of Saltash in Parliament for several 
sessions. Lord Maodonald did much for the 
improvement of his estates. "Convinced that 
the first step towards improvement is to render 
a country accessible, his lordship made, with 
the assistance of Qovemment, npwarda of 100 
miles of public road, on his own property, in 
the Isle of Skye and North Uint; subscribed 
lartcely towards the formiation of roads in the 
districts leading to those islands, and built 
handsome piers at Kyleakin and PorU«e, not 
only to promote the trade of those villaires, 
but generally as a protection to shipping in a 
tempestuous sea. As an inducement to him- 
self «od his successors to live on their own 
estates, he began a magnificent castle at Arma- 
dale, according to a design by Gillespie, ^nd 
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flwried it an so ftf toiracdi oomplBtioii, ud 
•mMliihiMi it with to iniick tMte that it ia now 
one of the sreiiaat ornamenU of the North. 
His lordship s constant cndeaToun also to im- 
proTe the nuumfactnie of kelp and intradoce 
the cnltuie of hemp, to drain the msrshes and 
cultirate wastes, to erect dmrdbes, m^lls, and 
bridges, and bj ercry means to proTide food 
and emplqxmenit for the lower ocders, will 
cause his memorjr to be long cherished in the 
hearts of • gratefnl popnlation.*' It was Lord 
Hacdonald's boast tnat not a man had been 
compelled to emigrate from his property, and 
that not one tenant had his goods sequestrated 
from the time his loidship came to the estates. 
A notice in a sabseqnenit issue says that in 
1817, fHien there wae actual famine oTer the 
mater part of the Highlands and Ides, Lord 
Macdonald became bound to QoTemment in 
sereral thousand pounds for supplies of grain 
and potatoes sent to his estaies. 

July 16.— "The steam packets throu^ the Gale- 
(Ionian Canal, and coaches from the 8onth and 
East, daily bring crowds of strangers to yimt 
the Highlands; and the three steam packets 
and dailT coaches seem to be at present well 
employea.*' 

August 6.— "On Wednesday, the 29tb ult., the 
MalTina, built by and belonging to Mr Jc^n 
Gk>rdon, was launched off the bank of the Cale- 
donian Oannl. She is intended for a steam 
packet, and is built on the new principle of 
manifold courses of planking. She draws only 
18 inches oi water, notwithatanding whidi she 
lies Tery steady and stiff in the water." 

n»d.— A meeting of the Heritors and Commis- 
sioners of Supply of the County of Roes re- 
solved to establish tolls in aid of the County 



Ibid. — ^"Ifr Stuart, younger of Duneam, while 
passing through Dingwall on his way to the 
estate of Strathconon, which he has lately pur- 
chased, happened to learn that a gentleman 
was confined in the jail of that town ondar 
circumstances which strooriy excited his feel- 
ings Mr Stuart immediately lodged £60wi^h 
the Maffistrates of Dingwall and procured ih^ 
prisoner's enlargement. The debt was for 
£50. What enhances this humane act is that 
Mir Stuart never heazd of any of the parties 
concerned till his visit to Dingwall." 

August 12.— On Thursday, the 5th inst., Mk* Ma4> 
leod of Geanies completed the fiftieth anniverfl- 
ary of ofiloe as Sheriff-Depute of the Cbun^i«'t 
of Ross and Cromarty, having been appointed 
in August 1774, when he was about 30 years 
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of ftge. Hia administration, it is stated, bad 
been tbronghout distinguished by great vigour, 
activity, a!nd talent. The inhabitants of the 
county had also been remarkable for their 
peaoeful and orderly conduct. The SherifTs 
fiftieth anniversary was celebrated by a public 
dinner given at Diagwall by the Sheriffs- 
Substitute and procurators of the Counties of 
Boss and Cromarty. Meetings were also beld 
at Tain. 

Ibid. — A Justice of Peace Court was held at In- 
verness to determine the question whether they 
had the power to inflict a smiiUer penalty than 
£20 for certain, offences against the distillery 
laws. An offender stood hts trial, and Counsel 
appeared for the Ckrown. The Court fouod that 
according to statute the sum of £20 whs the 
minimum penalty, and imposed it accordingly, 
the alternative being six months' imprison- 
mentw Counsel for the prosecution stated that 
the object of the Crown was to establish a pre- 
cedent, and this being a test case, they did not 
insist on the penalties. 

August 19. — A correspondent writes : — "At a Jus- 
tice of Peace Court lately held at Broadford, 
in Skye, for the purpose of discussing prose- 
cutioD«, at the instance of Mr Burrell, Collec- 
Uir of Ex^se, Oban, the Justices present, 
anxious to put an effectual ston to smuggling, 
imposed a fine of £5 for eflch conviction in 
malting cases, and a fine of £100 for each con- 
viction in cases of illicit distillation; and 
granted warrants for incarceratans: every de- 
linquent who fails to pay within half a year, 
in the jail of Inverness, for the period of six 
calendar months. The whole of the fines im- 
posed on this occasion, I understand, amount 
together to the enormous sum of £3400." 

August 26. — "During the fourteen days immedi- 
ately preceding Monday last, upwards of 2500 
Highland shearers passed through the Crinan 
Canal for the South, in the steamboats Ben- 
Nevis. Comet, and Highlander, l^om the 
inlands of Mull, Skye, kc. So crowded was 
the Hi(;;hlander on one occasion that she was 
compelled to land a number of the passengers 
a.t Orir/m, «T>d cnxv^e them to walk down the 
bank of the Canal to Loohcrilphead." 

September 2. — "l^e law with resrard to fining 
smngsrlers and the power of Justices being now 
perf<»rtly understood, another perious obstacle 
to the due prosecution of offenders against the 
Fxcise laws has arisen. A few weeks ago in 
I^n^wall no Justice of Peace appeared at a 
Court which waa summoned, as they could use 
no discretionary power in tbe exercise of their 
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functioiM, and we learn that in eome of the 
other neighbonring oonnttea it is the reaolntion 
of the JutUoee to come fonmrd and etate their 
determination not to act upon the regulationa 
of the Act, even at the hanrd of being struck 
oi! the Commission. At a Omrt held here on 
Tuesday kst, a great deal of discussion took 
place, and a nutnber of cases were put off on 
the plea of undue services of intimation on 
the delinquents Three persons were fined in 
the penalty of £20, and a warrant for incar- 
ceration, after much difficulty, was granted 
eflsinst one of the men." 

Ibid.--At the anniversary meeting of the North- 
em Missionsrv Society, held at Tain, subeorip- 
tions and ocJlections were intimated to the 
amount of £86 l4e. 

September 16— "Died, at Madras, in the East 
Indies, on his wav home to Britain, on the 
1st of September 1&23, Thomss Fraser, Esq. of 
Gorthleck, in the CSvil Service of l2ie Honour- 
able East India Company at NeUore.** 

September 23. — At the annual meeting for the 
election of Magistrates, Dr Robolson of Ault- 
naskiach was elected Provost of Inverness. 

September 30. — ^The Common Good of the Burgh 
of Inverness, indudinff tolls, anehorai^, and 
shore dues, was disposed of this year for £887 
6s 6d. 

Ibid.— 'The Right Hon. Lord Macdonak) has most 
liberally given a. donation of £60 to the North- 
em Infirmary. Iliis Institution has received 
more money from this noble family thsn from 
any other whatever. The late I^rd Mac^on- 
ald contributed no less than £200 at different 
times in aid of the Infirmary funds. T/idy and 
Lord Maodonald, accompanied by Pn>vost 
Robertson, visited the Infirmary, and were 
pleased to express themselves in terms of great 
approbation with regard to the appearance and 
management of the Institution." 

Ibid.— The Northern Meeting opened on thfe 
2dth, ''and we have the pleasure to state tliat there 
scarce ever was a greater conconrse of illuetri- 
ons company and splendid equips ores witnessed 
in our town." The Marquis and Msrchioness 
of HunUy were present. Races were held at 
Dunain. 

Ibid.— Tlic Rev. AleoEander St^wert. late minis- 
ter of the Chapel of Eaxe in Rothesay, was 
on Thursday last adhnitted to the iMwtoral 
ohanre of the parish of Cromarty.— On the same 
dav ihe Rev. Mr Hoyes was admitted to the 
pastoral char ere of fhe parish of Forres. 

Ibid. — ^At a trial at the Circuit Court, counsel for 
a female prisoner complained that she had been 
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already confined six montlu in the priaon of 
Tain, a place whiob he described aa totally 
uutit for the accommodation of any human 
being. "The floor is of clay, there is no bed 
to lie upon, no fire-place, nothing but the bare 
stone wall. There iB a sort <^ win- 
do nr, or rather aperture, in the wall, 
fmmed with f^n stanchions, witho(Ut 
a pane of glass to protect the unfortunate 
prisoners from the inclemency of the weather." 
The presiding Judge, Lord Pitanilly, ascertained 
on enquiry that thu statement was not exagger- 
ated, and he sentenced the culprit to be con- 
fined for other six months in the Jail of In- 
veiness^ the County of Ross to bear the ex- 
pense. At the same time he urged the liia^- 
tratee of Tain and county gentlemen to provide 
a suitable place of confinement. The Advocate- 
Depute said he would report the matter to the 
Loni Advocate, and if the recommendation from 
the Bench was not attended to, the Magiittrdtes 
of Tain wotdd be compelled to provide a pro- 
per jaiL A paragraph states that the Magis- 
trates of Tain some time previously offered to 
contribute a larse sum ''considering the revenue 
of the burgh" for the building of «i new jail, 
but the County would not meet them with 
suitable assistance. 
Ibid. — ^In the same issue there is a notice of Dr 
Macculloch's book, a Tour in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. Dr Macculloch de- 
scribed the situation of Inverness in apprecia- 
tive and felicitous terms. Of the town itself 
he savs: — ^''When I bnve said that Inverness 
is a clean town, and a good-looking town, and 
that it has a handsome bridge, and that its 
castle has vaniohed, and that it possesses the 
best land the civilest and cheapest inns in Scot- 
land, and that it has a steeple to its jail in- 
stead of to its church, there seems nothing 
left to say about it. But who ahall describe 
its situation in ten times that number of 
words?" After eloqoentlv describing the scene, 
he concludes— 'Those who have not seen the 
Highland fair washing clothes in the Ness 
have nrobably seen the same display elsewhere ; 
yet tney have not anywhere seen this show 
m greater purity and perfection." Dr Mac- 
culloch maoe some ill-natured remarks about 
Nairn, which leads his reviewer to say that he 
is quite mistaken. "A more cheerful little 
town with a more pleasant society in and about 
it does not stand in the North of Scotland. 
No stranger who has once enjoyed its hospi- 
tality will be in any haste to quit it, and if 
the JDoctor had remained but a few days to 
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breaUie the pure, kkyigontug air ol Neirn, 
to look upon ite pleawuit marine views, and 
to cultivate au aonnainUnce with ite inoabit- 
ante, he would have got rid of lome d thoee 
ill-humours^ the expression of which often de- 
tracts from the general merit of his perform- 
ance." 

October 7. — ^In this issue there ii a fuller account 
of the Northern Meeting. "The oompanv be- 
ffan to arrive in ffieat numbers as early as 
Tuesday of last week ; and by Wednesday noon 
our streets were literally crowded with equip- 
ages and vehicles of every description proceed- 
ing to the race-ground. The weathsr on that 
day was cold and rainy, but on the two fcdlow- 
iug days it became mild, clear, and pleasant." 
The gaieties occupied three full days. Neariy 
500 persons were present at the ball on Friday 
night, and upwards of 260 sat down to supper. 
Mr Mackenzie of Kilcoy presided at duiner 
on Wednesday, the Hon. James Sinclair on 
Tbttiwiay, and the Marquis of Huotly on Fri- 
day. *'ln the ballroom the Marcluoness of 
Uuntly presktod, with manners so kind and 
graceful, with a judgment so correct and in 
accordance with the general feelings of the 
company, as to give great satisfaction. Under 
her ladyship's durections, the tactics of the 
dance were arranged witn the utmost order, 
mingling in due proportion the gracefulness of 
the quadrille with the sprightliuess of our own 
strathspeys." It was stated that thia was on 
the whole the most agreeable and splendad 
Meeting which had taken place in Inverness 
since the first establishment of the Northern 
Meeting. High expectations were formed of 
the next Races, towards which large sums had 
been already contributed. A subsmption had 
been opened for erecting a new stand on the 
race course. The Marquis of Huntly and Lord 
Maodonald had each subscribed a hundred 
guineas. 

Ibid.— At a Head Court of the County of Inver- 
ness, the roll of freeholders was revised. The 
new roll as made up consisted of sixty-six 
voting freeholders in the County. 

October 14.— As formerly intimated, the Magis- 
trates of Dingwall conceded to the inhabitants 
of that burgh the free election of three Com- 
missioners to co-operate with the Town Coun- 
cil in the administration of the Polioe Act, 
passed in the last session of Parliament. On 
the 6th inst. the election took place in the 
Town HaU in presence of the Chief Magistrates. 
Three Commissioners were chosen by open imll 
of the inhabitant householdiers. "The election 
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W&8 conducted in the most peaceable and de- 
corous manner. From this circumstance it may 
be fairly inferred that no danj^ whatever 
could resnlt from restoring to ^e Scottish 
burgesses the right of suffrage, of which they 
have so long been deprived.** 

Ibid. — "Died, at Arbroath, in the prime of life, 
on the 3pd curt., Mr David Carey, junior. 
Havinff solely devoted his life to literary pur- 
suits, Mr Carev may be said to have been an 
author by profession, and his productions in 
this line, both in prose and verse, are numer- 
ous and possessed of considerable merit For | 
a number of years past he was connected with j 
the public press in London, where he con- { 
tinned to reside till lately, but he returned to i 
his native place in hopes of recovering his | 
health. Mr Carey for some years conducted 
the Inverness Journal for the late Mr Young, 
and while here published the long descriptive 
poem of Craig-Phadrick," &c. 

October 21. — ^An account is given of a discovery 
of an earthen jar containing a great number 
of coins in a high state of preservation. The 
jar was found at a depth of about a foot from 
the surface of the ground, close by the Grey, 
fr-ars Church-yard in Inverness. The appre- 
hension that the coins would be claimed by the 
Exchequer kep€ the discovery secret for a time, 
but it is stated that boyft on the street were 
latterly selling them at threepence eadi. The 
coins were silver pennies, many of them Ens- 
lish, of the reinis of Henry m., Edwaid IL, 
and Edward III., and the rest Scottish, chieflv 
of Alexander HI. , Robert I. , and David 11. 'Tft 
is supposed that the jar contained upwards of 
3000 of these silver pennies; but from the 
breaking of the vessel before they were ob- 
served and carting away the mould in which 
they were found, many of them must have been 
lost." The hoard, it is stited, must have been 
deposited about the middle of the 14th cen- 
tury, none of the coins being of more modem 
date. The claims of the Exchequer had pre- 
vented other finds from being reported. '^We 
know that a few months ago an old woman 
found a large horn in the hollow Jrunk of a 
tree in the remote district of Arisaig, filled 
with ancient coins, but from the fear of being 
deprived of them, she doled them out at a 
trifle each, and thus have they been lost. Some 
years ago a like treasure,* to an unknown 
amount, was discovered in the old Castle of 
Urquhart, and were instantly sent to the 
crucible or otherwise disposed of for the same 
reason. We may mention at the same time 
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Ibat the Exchequer very liberally returned to 
Mr Naughten the gold rod found tome monthf 
ago near the Druid's Temple at Leya.'* 

Ibid.^L Ladiea' Society representing Eaater 
Koea, Oomarty, and Sutherknd, held ita 
seventh anniversary at Tain on the 15Ui inst. 
bubscripUons and donations amounted to £70 
9a. The money was distributed among vari- 
ous missionary and educational societiea. 

October 28. — **The representation of the County 
of Inverness will become the subject of extia- 
ordinary competition at the next election. The 
Uight Hon. Charles Grant, the present mem- 
ber, the Right Hon. Lord Macdonald, Colonel 
Baillie of Leys, M.P. for Headon, and J. 
N. liacleod of Macleod have respectively ad- 
dressed the freeholdei's, aoti the canvass is 
proceeding with great spirit on both sides.'* 

Ibid.— '*The Muir of Ord (Jattle Market, now the 
most important in all the Northern Counties 
of Scotland, held last week, and was well at- 
tended bv dealers from the south country. The 
ready sale of stock at former markets and by 
private bargains, thinned this last market of a 
sreat proportion of cattle. Still, tJ^e number 
brought forward on this occasion was moder- 
ately estimated at 3000, and money exchanged 
for stock must have amounted to a sum of 
from £10,000 to £12,000. A few jobbers 
scoured the country a day or two before the 
market opened, and bougut a number of in- 
ferior beasts, but none of the respectable 
dealers had recourse to this practice. The 
highest price given was for a lot of stots from 
Lord Qower*s farm in Sutheriandshire. lliey 
fetched eleven guineas per head; some say a 
few shillings more. It is ok'tain they were 
not less. But these cattle were not purchased 
by one of the regular cattle-dealers. The price 
for three-year-old stots ran from £6 to £7 10s ; 
two-year-old stots from £5 15s to £7 7s. Some 
two-year-old stots belonging .to Lovat Inrought 
£7 iOs. Inferior two-year-old stots brought 
from £2 ISs to £3 IOs, and one-year-old stots 
of good stamp brought £4. Two fine heifers 
belouAng to Mr Jeffrey were sold as high as 
£7 IOs each. Two-jear-old heifers were sold 
from £3 to £4. Heifers, however, were not in 
great request at this market, nor was the mar- 
ket for sheep of very great importance. Hie 
greater part of this description of stock had 
previously been disposed of. Only one lot of 
ffood blackfaced wedders appeared at the mar- 
ket, and were sold at 17s each. Some inferior 
weddiers sold at IOs. Blackfaced ewes fetdied 
from 6e to 98. By the evening of FViday last 



1824] File of Inverness Courier, 261 

the Mnir of Ord waa deajred of every beut 
brought forward; and oonmquently the mar- 
ket held on the Island, near niia town, on the 
following day, waa one where very little busi- 
neaa was done. This market has, indeed, for a 
long time been falling off. It has almost en- 
tirely given way before the Muir of Ord mar- 
ket.'' 

Ibid.— ^Two Excise seizures are reported. One 
consisted of 120 gallons of foreign gin, being 
part of the cargo of a lugger, which had been 
successfully pursued by a sloop of war. The 
gin was found concealed under the sand banks 
near Gampbelltown. In the other case a 
revenue party seized five horses, removing up- 
wards of one hundred gallons of smusgled 
whisky in the neighbourhood of Fort-WiUiam. 

Ibid.— A bill for amending the forma of Judica- 
ture in Scotland was at this time under con- 
sideration, and was discussed at county meet- 
ings. The C6unty of Ross declared "uiat the 
system of administration of justice in Scotland 
is so defective in point of form, and is attended 
by such delay, expense, and uncertainty, that 
a thorough revision of it is highly expedient." 
On the other hand, the County of Elgin de- 
clared "that in the Court of Session the form 
of nrocess is substantially good"; and the 
machinery of the Sheriff Courta worked so well 
"that any attempt to improve it cannot be very 
necessary." 

November 4. — A meeting of Highland proprie- 
tors was held in Edinburgh to promote the cause 
of Highland education and .make application 
on the subject to Government. One speaker 
said that he was a member of a Society in In- 
verness which had* established 30 scho(^; 
another said he was a member of a Society in 
Edinburgh which had established 80 schools. 
Mr Ingks, W.S., said that Highland proprie- 
tors were more burdened with expense in edu- 
cating the lower orders than proprietors of 
any other part of the Kingdom. He also said 
"he was assured by a HiglJand gentleman that 
according to the usual mode of conducting edu- 
cation in the Highlands, a Highlander mi^ht 
be enabled to ren^ the whole Bible in English 
without understanding a word of itw" A letter 
circulated by a Highland proprietor stated that 
of the male popuUtion in the Highlands not 
above one-third could speak any English at 
all, and not more than one in ten could read 
or write it. The women were almost entirely 
ignorant of English. "It is a peculiar and very 
unfavourable circumstance for a Highlander 
that to instruct him with any effect he must 
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be taught not one Ungnage but two. To re«d 
Gaelic is of no service to bim, because there 
are no Qaelic books printed. If taught Ens- 
liA without Gaelic he learns it by rote with- 
out comprehending the sense.*' A speaker at 
the meeting said uiat. ae the result of experi- 
ence, he could state tliat a person having once 
been taught to read Gaelic aojuired a know- 
ledge of English five times easier than if put 
to learn English at onoe. Resolutions were 
adopted to further the object of the meet- 
ing. 

November 11. — ^A meeting of the Society for the 
Education of the Poor in the Highlands was 
held on the 3rd inst. in the Inverness Town 
Hall. There waa a crowded attendance, due 
to the fact that the member for the county, 
the Right Hon. Gbarles Grant, and his brother, 
Mr Robert Grant, were to address the meet- 
ing. Their speeches were characterised by an 
eloquence and fervour which captivated the 
auoienoe, and are commented on m the news- 
paper columns. Amons the other speakers 
were Colonel BaiUie of Leys and Provpet 
Robertson. The report of the meeting extends 
to four columns. 

November 18. — ^This issue reports an almost unin- 
terrupted continuance of wind and rain for 
many weeks. "Hie River Ness, which has 
been rising for some weeks, attained yesterday 
to suoh a height as has not been remembered 
by the oldest inhabitant in town, and now pre- 
sents a magnificent but fearful spectacle. Those 
residing on either side of the river found it 
oecessary to protect their houses by raising tem- 
porary embankments for kee^m^ out the water, 
which is rolling down with such strength add 
rapidity as to create fears for the safety of the 
bridges.'" In many districts a large part of 
the crop was not only unstacked, but uncut. 

November 26. — "In the year 1795 a letter con- 
taining a one pound note of the British linen 
Company's Bank was addressed by a man in 
this town to J. Hacdonald. private, Light 
Company, 78th Regiment, then in England. 
Before the let ter arrived at its destination , how- 
ever, Hacdonald sailed for India, and the letter 
followed him. From India it followed him 
through the various routes of his Company, 
and came back to Inverness about ten years 
ago. Shortly before then Macdonald came 
home, and died at Dochfoiir. There was, there- 
fore, no claimant for the letter, and it wa« re- 
turned tQ the General Post-OfRoe. From thi«i 
office it was again sent after the 78th Regi- 
ment, followed it, and about ten days ago was 
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sent back after Biaodonald to Invemese, still 
containing the identical one pound note. It 
is now cutimed by the person who despatched 
it, who is still living." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a lonar account of 
the great fire in Edinburgh which destroyed 
the steeple of the Tron Church. 

December 2. — ^An amusing description of tbe 
Kartinmas Market in Inverness ih contributed 
bv a correspondent. Friday was the great day 
of the fair. *'The whole Highlands seemed to 
have poured forth their crop of live stock, 
biped and quadruped — in short-, t'ere was life 
in Inverness' for the few &hort-lived hours of 
the Martinmas Market. Every avenue to the 
town presented the most amusing pictures and 
scenes of humour. The 'whisk ies, buggies, 
gigs, and dog-carts, curricles and tandems* of 
the highest order, down to the lobans of the 
lowest potato-monger, thronged in 'every lane 
nnd alley green.' But the town, the town it- 
self, wa« the scene. Doctors and dancing dogs, 
ladies and lawyers, clerks and cobblers, minis- 
ters and mountebanks, poets and pick-pockets, 
puppies and pedlars, soldiers and sailors swelled 
the motley group. At one end of the town 
one was sure of getting a smearing of butter 
•♦Tid a sinvh of bern'De pickle, wliiV. the finieh- 
ing touch was reserved for the squeeze amonsr 
the weU-haired blankets upon the Exchonge." 
Iliere was a horse market, made up of gar- 
rons "so lost in hair that but for their size 
and wont of horns they might be taken for 
an incursion of the whole rolony of Abriachan 
goatn." Now-a-daya the market ha« dwindled 
to very small proportions. 

December 9. — ^A prospectus was issued for the 
formation of a wool stapling company in Scot- 
land. The promoters included several High- 
land proprietors. — ^A new set of Imperial 
weights and measures came into operation, and 
were set forth in this issue. 

De'^mber 16. — ^The M^cdonald controversy, re- 
lating to the Chiefship, was the subject of fre- 
auenit correspondenoe. Several letters appear in 
this issue. The controversy was started by 
Glengarry, and became very acute between him- 
self, Clanranald, and liord Macdonald. 

Ibid. — A company was formed in Inverness for 
supplying the town with water and lighting it 
with gas. Tbe proposed capital was £10,000, 
a large proportion of which had been sub- 
scribed. Provost Robertson headed the eob- 
Bcription list. 

Ibid.— An article apnears on Trades Corporations 
in Scottish Burghs. "In these privileged 
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burgha," Mys the writer, "iuntos, oonnsting 
often of not more tftian naJf-a-doaeii peraoiui, 
exerdfie despotic sway in all matters concern- 
ing their own craft. Iliey fix high prices, 
wuch are not to be deviated from without 
heavy penalties. Iliey limit the number of 
apprentices, and prohibit by enormous fines 
strangers of the same trade, however skilful, 
from entering within their precincts ; and thus 
at every avenue shut out l^e communities that 
have the happiness to possess them from all 
the chances of a fair and free competition.** 

December 23. — Attention is directed to the caae 
of certain persons from the County of Banff 
brougfht before the Court of Exchequer for 
illicit distillation and having malt and wash in 
their possession contrary to the statute. In 
one case a verdict was found for the Crown to 
the amount of £500; in another, £200; and 
in other two, £100 a-piece. The article states 
Irhat the offenders might lay the account of 
such heavy penalties to the mistaken clemency 
of the Justirt« of the Peace. If the Jnsticoi 
declined to do their duty, offenders would be 
brought before the E^equer with results 
such as the above. The writer urged Justices 
to perform their statutory functions. 

Ibid. — ^It is announced that under the Act for 
providing additional places of worship in the 
Hi^hknds. forty new churches were to be 
erected, with stipends attached of £120 a-year. 
"The plans and surveys ane now in progress, 
under the superintendence of Mr Joseph 
Mitc^faell and Mr James Smith, of this town, 
and it is expected that operations will be com- 
menced early in spring." 

Ibid. — '*ne subject of railways with steam car- 
riages at the present moment creates an extra- 
ordinary degree of interest in the southern 
parts of the Kinjrdom." Some writers spoke 
of vehicles travelliniif at the rate of 20 miles an 
hour. Others believed that in the ivoirress of 
improvement a much higher speed might be 
found prirticable, 

December 30. — At «. meetinsr of the Society of 
Antiquaries, Mr John Anderson exhibited the 
seals of the ancient Birfhopu of Moray. 

Ibid. — ^A Society was formed in Edinburgh for 
amending the system of Church patronage in 
Scotland. The init'atorv resolutions were 
n^oved by Mr (leorcre Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster. 
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APPENDIX. 



NOTE A. 
A FOBRES FAMILY OF GRANTS. 



Readers of the foregoing aunalB must have 
obserred frequent reference to a family of 
Grantfl from Forres^ who distinguished themselves 
in the public service. They were a remarkable 
family. The father, Duncan Grant, was born at 
Mullochard, in Strathspey, the seat of a branch 
of the Chw AUan sept of the Grants. The house, 
an old, quaint building, is still occupied. Duncan 
settled in Forres, conducted a business there, and 
became a prosperous man. He was made Provost 
of the town, and purchased a property in the 
neighbourhood. He manied Jean, who is de- 
served in an obituorv notice of one of her sons 
as the daughter of Robert Grant of Kvlimore, 
Banffshire. The Highland Lady, Mrs Smith of 
Baltiboys (daughter of Sir John Peter Grant of 
Rothiemurchus) savs that Mrs Grant was "well 
bom of the Amdilly Grants, and very proud she 
wa« of her Unease." Provost Grant died in 
1788, leaving his widow with a surviving faniily 
of eight sons and three daughters, one son having 
died in infancy before his father. The Highland 
Lady says that the widow was known among her 
friends as "Mrs Pro,'' and implies tliat she had a 
struggle to set out her boob in the wmrld. The suc- 
cess of most of them was remarkable. Two were 
knighted, one became a Judge in the Supreme 
Court of Madras, one a Colonel in the Madras 
Army, and another, Colquhoun Grant, lives in 
the pcLges of Ni^ier as the most capable intelli- 
gence officer in the army of Wellinjgton. The 
youngest daughter was married to Sir James Mac- 
grigor, a distinguished medical officer, who be- 
came a Imight and a baronet. The mother of this 
notable family died at Forres in 1825, and a tomb- 
stone in their burying-place records as follows 
the family history : — 

Sacred to the Memoiy of 

Duncan Gbant, £8<^ of Lingieston, 

Provost of Forres, 

Who died at Bath on the 1st of January 1788, 

Aged 59 years, 

and of 

Mrs Jean Grant, his Widow, 

Who died on the 11th of October 1825, 

Aged 82 yean. 

Having been left with a young and numerous 
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family, she devoted herself to the diecliarge 

of her daties to tiiem in ft mmaiier that secureid 

her the eeteem of all that knew her. 

Abo theu* Children — 

Hugh, their 9th son, who died in infancy in 
1782. 

Archibald, their 4th son, Midshipman in the 
Southampton Frigate, who lost his life by 
volunteering a haaardoias duty in 1793, aged 
18 years. 

Robeit. their 7th son, who died at Forres in 
1795, aged 17 years. 

Duncan, their 6th son. Captain in the 78th High- 
land Regiment, who fell when gallantly lead- 
ing on the escalade at Ahmedneggor, in India, 
OQ the 8th of August 1803, a^ed 96 yeaiv. 
He was an officer of great promise, and much 
beloved in that distinguished corps, in which 
he had served from Uie time of its first en- 
rolment. 

Walter, their eldest son, Master in Equity of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, who 
died there on the 5th of November 1807, aged 
38 years. His memory will be long cherimed 
by' his relatives and a nnmerous circle of 
friends. He was a dutiful son, an affection- 
ate brother, and highly eminent in official 
capacity. 

Colquhnun, their 8th son, Lieut. -Colonel of the 
54th Regiment, and Assistant Quartermastw- 
General of the Army in the Peniosiila and 
Netherlands, commanded by the Duke of Wel- 
lington. This distinguished officer was in 
charge of the Intelligence Department of these 
Armies durine the whole of their campaigns. 
He died at Aix-lft-Chwpelle on the ZBth of 
September 1829, aged 49 years. 

Alexander, their 3rd son, who died 5th Septem- 
ber 1834. 

Lewis, their 5th son, who died 26th January 
1852. 

James Robert, their 2nd son, who died 12th Janu- 
ary 1864. 

Elizabeth Anne, their eldest daughter (widow of 
Colonel Lewis Grant), who died 7th April 
1860, 

And Jane Duff, their 2nd daughter, who died 
21st June (year indistinct). 

This additional tablet was erected in 1871 by their 

youngest daughter, t^ie only survivor of the 

family. Dame Mary Macgrigor (widow of Sir 

James Macgrigor, Bart, K.O.B.), who died 
1st April 1872. 

This is a modest record, which avoids mention of 

the honours attained by the sons who survived 

Colquhoun. The names were, of course, inscribed 
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at widely different dates. In the ^'Ooniier^' of 
October 19th 1626, there is a short obituary notice 
of Mte Provost Grant, which will appear in its 
place in our !Notes, but may be quoted here. It 
IS as follows: — ^"Died, at Forres, on the 11th 
instw, aged 82, Mrs Jean Grant, relict of the late 
Duncan Grant, Esq., Provost of Forres. This 
much-respected lady having been deprived of her 
valuable husband while their numerous family 
were young, had great merit and satisfaction in 
their nrosress in life. It is remarkable that at one 
{>eriod of the late war she had not, out of six 
sons in the service of their countrjr, one in 
Europe ; but three of them having accidentally re- 
turned to the parental roof just previous to her 
decease, they had the melancholy satisfaction of 
solacing her latter moments and <^ attending her 
remains to the grave." 

The eighth son, Colquhoun, had the most strik- 
ing career in the family. He must not be con- 
fused with another officer, Lieut.-General Sir 
Cblouhoun Grant, who distinguished himself in 
the reninsula and at Wat^loo, and who sprang 
from the Grants of Gartonbeg. The Forres Got- 
ouhoun was a younger man, bom in 1780. 
Throuffh the interest of General James Grant of 
Ballindialloch, he obtained in 1795 an ensi^cnr in 
the 11th Foot, before he had completed his l5th 
year. He was, however, allowed to remain in a 
military school near London until, in the follow- 
ing year, he obtained his lieutenancy. His 
special aptitudes were brilliantly shown in the 
Peninsular War. Bv his facility for acquiring 
languages, his facultv for ingratiating himseu 
with the peasantry and obtaining their confidence, 
and his wonderful shrewdness, tact, and skill in 
discovering the nlans of the enemy, Grant became 
an Ihtelligence Officer of extraordinary ezpertness 
and resource. Many of his adventures were of 
Uie most romantic kind. As he always wore his 
uniform he could not be regarded or treated as a 
spy. A good account of his services, 
thouffh nec€«sanly abridged, appears in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. The late Sir 
Felix Mackensie, Forres, was cpod enough to 
send ua a series of Notes, which be received 
from an old lady, a relative of the Grants, who 
<Med some years ago, upwards of ninetv years 
of age. This lady did not know who had 
written the Notes, but they ere interesting and 
characteristic, ana were probably jotted down 
from personal reminiscences. The opening pas- 
sage may be quoted : — 

"At one period of the time ^Hien the British 
i^my oooujaed the heights of Torres Yed^as, a 

33 
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•otrdty of poTisiona began to be fdt owing to 
contrary winda end non-arrival oi oome trmne- 
porta. A groop of officera of the llih Be^^ent 
fyiag on the ground were converaing on tiiia aub- 
lect^ when one of them, a Oaptain of the Lisht 
Cbmpany, aurpriaed them by an offer to find nia 
way to the diatant moantaina (if he oould ob- 
tain leave), and procure auppliea for the troopa 
both of cattle and com. The army of the enemy 
under ICaaaena lay between (hem and the anow- 
capped monntaina he pointed to, but the offer waa 
made by our friend Oolquhoun Grant, and there- 
fore not to be liffhtly treated. The 11th Resi- 
ment came from fiaderia to Portugal, and whiM 
atationed at the former place Grant had learned 
the Portuffueae language. He had abo gained 
aome knowledge of toe country he waa now going 
to explore alone, in the coarae of aeryioe with hia 
reffiment, before the army fell back on the formid- 
aUe linea where they now defended Liabon. 

"In a couple of day a Grant atarted, Lord Wel- 
lington having previoualy had aome c<mTerBation 
witii him, giving him leave of abaence and a com- 
mand of monejr. He completely auoceeded in his 
daring enterpriae. He got to the mountainoua 
diatrict, and there atationing himaeif, he com- 
pletely drained the country of all ita aurplua pro- 
duce and got the aame aafely transported round 
the flank of the French army into the Britiah 
camp. By meana of hia old frienda, the Labra- 
dores of tne neighbourhood, the intelligence aoon 
apread where ready money waa to be had for all 
the grain and the aheep and oxen that could be 
apared, and for daya long traina of mulea laden 
with the former and thouaanda upon thouaanda of 
the latter came winding up the paaaea from the 
country beyond to Grant's anug station on the 
monntaina. He thua restored plenty to our camp 
by exhaueting the reaourcea of the enemy, whioi 
made Masaena leave Portugal and rendered hia re- 
treat ao diaaatroua. 

"Thia, I think, waa the first aervice which 
brought Grant into notice and gained him the 
entire confidence of Lord Wellington, who ever 
afterwarda entertained a atronff personal regard 
for him. The tact and talent he had diaplaved 
in thia instance immediately gained him furtber 
employment, and he waa sent off to watch the 
enemya movementa aa they continued hovering 
about. He sent off daily (sometimes hourly) in- 
telliffence to headquarters, which frequently was 
of the utmost inmortance to the Oommanaer-in- 
CSiief, and waa alwaya delivered into hia own 
handa by hia expreaa ord^ni, that no time might 
be lost by ita paaaing through the ordinary chan- 
nels of official communication." 
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The writer goes on to say that in the hoQBea of 
the farmers Grant always met with the kindest 
reception, and such was his reliance on their 
gooa faith that after sapper he sometimes joined 
in their dances, and afterwards went to hed and 
slept soundly within a hundred yardb of a French 
sentry or videtie. *'He was practically ao- 
qnainted with the whole construction of the 
French army through all its divisions and sub- 
divisions. He even knew the uniform of every 
French regiment in the country, and was always 
provided with a sood telescope and maps." 
Napier describes Grant as possessing <<the 
utmost daring so mixed with subUety of 
genius, and TOth so tempered with discretion, 
that it is hard to say which quality predomi- 
nated." In another passa^ he speaks of him as j 
"this generous and spirited and yet gentle- 
minded man." Napier gives a detailed account 
of Grant's capture by the French Marshal, 
Marmont, ana the series of incidents that 
followed. Marmont seemed to be in doubt of 
his identity. There was a spy named John 
Grant in the service of Wellington, a man in his 
own line of extrardinary astuteness. The French 
Marshal appeared to admit that Colquhoun Grant 
had been captured in uniform, and was entitled to 
consideration, but he was desperately anxious to get 
rid of him. He therefore exacted a special parole 
that he would not consent to be released b^ the 
guerilla bands on his journey through Spain to 

SVance. ** But Marmont also sent a letter with j 

the escort to the Governor of Bayonne, in which, 

still labouring under the error that there was only j 

one Grant, he desiffnated his captive as a danger- I 

ous spy, who had done infinite mischief to the 
Frenon army, and whom he had only not executed 
on the spot out of respect to something resembl- 
ing a uniform which he wore at the time of his 
capture. He, therefore, desired that at Bayonne 
he should be placed in irons and sent up to Paris. " 
Grant got wind of the contents of this letter, and 
so managed that its delivery was delayed, and 
that he was enjoying a pleasant trip to Paris in 
company with a French officer before the 
Governor of Bayonne could intercept him. At Paris 
he had an agreeable time, and then found means 
to move down to the mouth of the Loire, and 
to have himself transferred by French fishermen 
to a British ship. The last part of the adventure 
was the most exciting and danserous. The 
whole story may be read at length in Napier's 
History of the Peninsular War, but is too 
long for quotation here. When Grant 
leaohed England he obtained permission to 
send back in exchange a French officer d equal 
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imnk with himBelf. He than retarned to the 
Peninsula "and within foor mooUui from the 
date of hie fint oaptare wae anin on the Tormee 
watching liannont i army.** There is little canee 
to wonder that Wellington placed great confidence 
in him. Meanwhile hii poeition on the Britieh itafl 
was that of Deputy Aeeiftant Adjatant-CtoeraL 
After hie eecape he waa employed as Intelliflenoe 
Officer daring the reet of the l^nineular War. 
He became broTot Lieutenant- Colonel and Major 
in his regiment in 1814. 

When the Waterioo Campaign began, the Duke 
of Wellington at once availed himself of Cokm- 
honn Grant's services, placing him in ohat^ of tne 
Intelligence Department of the Army with the 
rank df Assistant Adjutant-General. In this 
position Grant did admirable work. He actually 
sent to Wellington information of Napoleon's in- 
tention to fiffht in the neighbourhood of Water- 
loo, though Dy a blunder— if blunder it can be 
called--on the part of another officer, the message 
was not deliverad to the Duke untU the battfe 
had begun. 1 he story is told in a paper drawn 
up by Sir William Napier, and published in 
Napier's Life, edited by his son- in-law Lord 
Aberdare. The paper was forwarded by Sir 
William to the Duke of Cambridge in the hope 
that it would be useful to Golquhoun's son. We 
quote the passage in queetion : — 

''When Napoleon returned from Elba, the Duke 
instantly called Grant from the Militaiy Q^ege 
at FamLam to Belgium to take charge of the in- 
telliffence department Before a week had passed 
he discovered and engaged a man and his wife, 
people peculiarly fitt^ for bis purpose, to go to 
Fans ea spies ; from thence they transmitted con- 
stant and sure intelligence, having by some mesns 
access to the French Bureau de la Guerre. On 
the 15th June this man sent a note which I have 
seen noted thus by the Duke of Wellington in his 
own hand : — ^1Ete«eived from Grant, June 18th, at 
11 o'clock,' that is to say, just es the battle of 
Waterloo was commencing. This document and 
its story is remarkable. Had it been received, ss 
it ought to have been, two days before the baUle, 
no surprise of the allies could have hsppened, 
and the great batUe would probably have been 
fou|rht and easily won on the banks of the 
Si^bre. Hie contents ran in substance and I 
think nearly in words, besides a great deal of 
minor information — Ij^b routes sont combrtes de 
troupes et de materiel, les officiers de toutes erades 
parlent haut que la grande bataille sera livrte 
avant trois Jours.' 

"Why was this important notice withheld from 
the Duke until it was too late? Grant was far 
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in adTanoe of the British ontposts to be near hii 
agents ; other agents were em^oyed by the Duke 
in yarions directions, and to ensure the regnlar 
transmission of their reports, Qen^al Doimyery 
was placed at Oonde (I tnink) as an intermediate 
authority. That General mistook his position, 
«id fanoied he was to judge of the importance 
and Talne of the reports. Henoe, on receiTing 
Grant's imp<Mrtant letter, he sent it back, saying 
I that, so for from conyincing him that the Emperor 

was sdyandng tor battle, it assured him of the 
I contrary. Grant instantly conyeyed the letter 

I direct to the Duke, but it only reached him on 

! the field of Waterloo I— too late to be useful, but 

I furnishing a convincing proof of Grant's great 

taknt ; for never was intelligence more complete, 
more exact, or more important, procured for a 
General in such grave circumstances." 

At a later date Grant was promoted lientenant- 
Golonel of the 64th Foot. He commanded a 
brigade during the first Burmese War, and was 
made a C K In Burmah, however, he contracted 
a fever, and his health broke down. He sold out 
of the service in 1829, and died the same year at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, where a monument was erected 
to him in tne Protestant cemetery. In his later 
years, we fear, he suffered from disappnntment. 
Tardy promotion, combined with exile and fever, 
was poor recognition for the services he had 
I rendered. 

I A few words may be given to other members of 

I the family, culled in part from notices in thepages 

of the *'Ck>uner." Colonel Alexander Cfrant, 
C.B., died in 1S34. We have been unable to 
trace any particulars regarding him beyond the 
f «ct that he was a distinguished Madras officer. 

General Sir Lewis Grant died 26th January 18G2. 
He entered the army in 1794 as Lieutenant in the 
97th Regiment, and his other commissions are 
dated as follows :— Captain in 1796, Major in 
1802, lieutenant-Colonel in 1804, Colonel in 1813, 
Major-General in 1819, Lientenant-General in 
18S7» and General in November 1851. He served 
with Sir Ralph Abercrombv in the West Indies, 
and in 1820 was appointea military governor of 
the Bahama Islands. In 1831 he was knighted, 
and in 1839 became Colonel of the 96th regi- 
ment. 

Sir James Robert Grant, C.B., K.H., died 12th 
January 1864, at Basford, near Nottingham. 
Bom at Forres in 1773, he was in his 91st year. 
The obitujary in the " Times'* says that he served 
as a medical officer of the army throughout the 
whole of the European war, and was chief of the 
medical department at Waterloa He was one 
of the few who served in the first and last 
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cftmp«igns of Uie war, namely that of 17d3 and 
that of ldl5. He receiyed the order of St Anne 
of Ruaaia from the Emperor Alexander in person 
for hia aervioes to the Roa«ian army in France 
nnder Count Worooiow. 

The younffoat daughter of the fftmil^^ Mary, 
waa, aa we nave aaid, married to Bur Jamea 
Maogrigor, M.D., a diatinguiahed army aurgeon, 
bom at Cromdale, InTemeaa-ahire, in 1771; died 
in 1858. He waa the eldest aon of Gol(}uhonn 
Macgrigor, merchant in Aberdeen, bv hia wife 
Anne, daoghter of Lewia Grant of Lethendiy, 
Strathapey. Maogrigor entered the army aa a 
eargeon in 1798; saw aervioe in various parte 
of the world and rose rapidly; in 1811 was 
appointed chief of the medical staff of Welling- 
ton's army in the Peninsula, and waa with the 
army from Ciudad Rodriflo, to Toulouse. In 
1814 he waa knighted. Wellington said of him— 
"He ia one of the most industrious, able, and 
BUcoesKful public servants I have ever met with." 
In 1815 Sir James waa appointed Director-General 
of the Army Medical Department, and held the 
poat until 1851. Sir Jamea originated two 
benevolent societies in connection with the Army 
Medical Service which have proved highly suc- 
cessful. He was also the author of numerous 
publications. Sir James was created a baronet 
in 18d0, and died in 1858 aged 87. His widow 
died in 1872. 

There are few families which can show such a 
record as the family of Provost Duncan Grant, 
of Forres. Yet in the region where they were 
bom only a man here and tnere koowa thiub they 
ever lived t Sic trannl. 
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NOTE B. 
THE ANGLO-INDIAN GRANTS. 



OHASLES ORAKT. 

Highlanders must excuse us for the head- 
ing of this note which treats of Charles 
Grant, of Indian fame, and hb sons, Loi*d 
Glenelg and Sir Robert Grant. They were 
genuine Highlandei-s by long descent, but 
Uie name Anglo-Indian has come into com- 
mon use and has an undei^tood meaning. 

Charles Grant, the elder, was a man of re- 
markable talent and character, who carved 
out for himself a career of eminent useful- 
ness and dignity. His portrait adorns the 
Coui*t-House of Inyerness Castle, painted by 
Raebuin at the cost of his admirers in the 
county which he long represented. In our 
Northern Notes Charles Grant's name repeat- 
edly occurs during the first twenty-three years 
of the nineteenth century. As one of the 
Directors of the East India Company and for 
a time Chairman of the Board, ne possessed 
an influence which he exercised for the 
benefit of the Eastern population under 
British sway, and for tne promotion of 
religion. He was the friend or Wilberforce, 
of Zachary Macaulay (the father of Lord Mao- 
aulay), and of other eminent men. He would 

Srobably hare been Governor-General of 
adia if he had not been obliged by family 
reasons to return home in middle fife. It 
was through bis exei-tions that India was 
opened to missionary effort, a policy that 
the Company long opposed. He took an 
active part in promotmg the construction of 
the Caledonian Oouial and opening up the 
Highlands by the construction of roads, and 
he gave valuable assistance to the cause of 
education. Through his patronage many 
yoimg Highlanders found openings in the 
East. He was a man of strict integrity and 
of indomitable purpose, broad-minded, clear- 
siehted, and of great administrative ability, 
ms life, unfortunately, has not been 
written at any length. There is 
an interesting account of him, how- 
evei*, in Dr George Smith's book, ''Twelve 
Indian Statesmen^" and another in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. Refer- 
ences to his family are to oe found in Mr 
WiUiam Maokay's History of Urquhart and 
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Qlenmoriston. Shortly «ft«r his death a 
■ketoh of hia career appeared in a London 
magwrine called the '^Christian Guardian/' 
which was partly reprodooed in our colnmns 
at the time. Some of his speeches are re- 
ported in old newspaper files. We beUeve 
it is possible that a biography of him may 
yet be published, bat meantime something 
may be said here of himself and his family 
in sopplement to what has appesied in pren- 
ons pages. 

Ohanes Grant was bom at the fsrm house 
of Aldonrie on the 16th oi April 1746, the 
day of th^ battle of Colloden. His father, 
Alexander Grant, fought at the battle on the 
side of Prince Charles, snd was wounded. 
It is sometimes eaid that he was killed, but 
this was not the case; on the contrary, he 
was Tery much alive and aotiye during the 
retreat as well as on the battlefield. On 
account of his skill with his wei4;x>n, he was 
known as the Swordsman. Alexander was a 
scion of the Shewglie branch of the House d 
Grant, and tenant of the farm of Easter 
Inchbrine, or Balbeg, in Glen-Urquhart. He 
was an applicant for the post of forester on 
the Urquhart estate when the troubles in 
the Glen broke out, but forfeited his claim 
by joining a contingent for the Prince's army. 
The Ghiel of Grant favoured the Han- 
overian side, but many of his clansmen in 
Glen-Urquhart acted a^unst his wishes. The 
contingent above-mentioned was led by two 
of Shewghe's sons, Robert and Alexander, 
cousins of the Swordsman. The ardent 
tenant of Balbeg had a brother named 
James, who was so badly woimded at Gulloden 
that he died in his aunt's house at Cradlehall 
a few hours after his flight from the field. 
The Swordsman himself, thou^ wounded in 
the head, not only escaped, but helped others 
on the way. Mr Mackay writes : — 

<*He [Alexander] saved Somerled Dubh Kac- 
dooald by severin^i a trooper's arm whidi was 
raised to strike him. Wishinff to avoid the 
staeets of Inverness, he and his oompanions 
passed by the town, and folded the Ness above 
the lalaxuis. Willjam IfacmiUan, from the 
Braes, was being hard-pressed in mid-stream by 
a ttoaper^ when Grant stole behind, and with a 
stroke of his sword broaght horse and nder into 
the water. His next stroke deft the English- 
man's head in two." 

Alexander made good his escape, but was 
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obliged to remain m hiding; for two years. 
His little property, says Dr Smith, was 
ruined by depredations. At a later date, 
like many otner Highlanders, he took ser- 
vice nnd«r the GoTornment which he had 
resisted at Cnlloden. *'Ab a Volunteer with 
the prospect of a commission, which he 
obtained, he joined one of two Highland 
regiments raised to reinforce the army in 
America, and at the siege of the Havana held 
a small fort through the extremes af famine 
till he was reUeved. His solitary wife was 
helped to bring up her children by Orant of 
Shewglie, the head of the family, whose own 
father had died in prison, a victim of the 
rebellion." We have found no record of the 
death of Alexander Grant, which probably 
took place abroad. ELis wite, Margaret Mac- 
bean, removed to the house of her father, 
who was tenant of the farm of Aldourie, when 
her husband joined the Prince's army. There 
accordinsly Charles Grant was bom, as we 
have saia, on the day of the battle of Cul- 
loden. and was named after the Prince. It 
may oe mentioned that nearly twenty years 
afterwards Sir James Mackintosh was born 
in the neighbouring mansion-house of Al- 
dourie. 

The family seems to have soon returned 
to Glen-Urquhart. Toung Charles received 
the first part of his education at the school 
of Milton, in Urquhart, founded by the 
Societv for the Propagation of Christian 
Knowledge. He was next sent by a relative 
to a school at Elgin, and had just left it, at 
the age of fourteen, when he was recom- 
mended to William Forsyth, a merchant and 
shipowner in Cromarty, who happened to 
pay a visit to his Elgm kinsmen. The life 
of Forsyth has been written by Hugh Miller. 
He had served for a short time in a oountine 
house in London, but returned on the death 
of his father to Cromarty, where he carried 
on an extensive business and exercised con- 
siderable influence in the district. Fors^rth 
himself had experiences in connection with 
the rising of the '45. He had been taken 
prisoner by a party of Highlanders who 
visited Cromarty, and kept for a day or two 
at Inverness before being liberated. From 
a neighbouring hill he witnessed the smoke 
of Culloden. Mr Forsyth was a man of 
capacity and education, and treated his 
young assistant wiUi great kindness. Miller 
says that Mr Forsyth furnished Charles 
Grant with books, introduced him to his more 
intelligent and influential friends, and helped 

34 
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him with hb pone and hia adTioe. In thia 
situation he remained for about fire yeart. 
Then at the age of nineteen Charles went to 
London to enter the counting house of Alex- 
ander Grant, one of the Shewglie brothers 
who fou^t by the side of his father at Col- 
loden. In the interral Alexander had been 
in India serring under Clire, and had re- 
turned to London to carry on business aa an 
East India merchant in Bedford Row. In 
1767, at the age of twmty-one, Gharles set 
out for Bengal, with what object is not 
clearly told; but no doubt bearing recom- 
mendations from his London relatire. His 
character and talents appear to have impressed 
those with whom he came into contact at 
every period of his life. Soon after his 
arrival in Bengal he was selected for em- 
ployment by Richard Becher, a mem- 
ber of the Lidian Council, who was anxious 
to obtain qualified and trustworthy subordi- 
nates. GTrant's services were of immense 
value in the terrible famine of 1769-70, which 
taxed to the utmost all the resources of the 
Government. Here we may quote a passage 
in which Dr Smith sets forth the ohie/^ points 
of his career: — 

"Charles Grant saw and mitigated the greatest 
famine on record, which swept off four niiHionf 
of human beings in Beiiffsl, Behar, and Orissa. 
He purged the Company's government <^ abuses 
at the worst period of its history. A friend of 
the great missionary, Schwartz, and succourer 
of Kiernaoder, tihe first Protestant missi(maiy 
to Bengal, he helped William Carey to Seram- 
pore, he sent out the evangelical /^Tin^lftins 
through Simeon, he founded Huleybory College, 
he was the chief agent in the institution of 2ie 
Church Missionary and Bible Societies, he fought 
for the freedom of the African slave as wisely 
•M for the enlightenment of the caste-hound 
Hindu. He was the authority from whom Wil- 
berforce dterived at once the impulse and know- 
ledge whidh gained the first battles for tolera- 
tion m the. East India Company's CSiarteis of 

^^?JS^ l^^^' , , ^^^® *"' ^^l« 0«»nt wrote 
m 1792 the noblest treatise on the Asiatic sub- 
jects of Great Britain, and the means of im- 
provmg their moral condition, which the Eng- 
hsh language has even yet seoL Printed by Se 
House of Commons in 1813, that, too, is for- 
gotten like Its author. But in both the historian 
of the civilisation of our Indian Empire will x^ 
cognise the most remarkable factors of the pro- 
gress and the liappiness of a population amouQt* 
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ixig a ceutai7 later, to two hojidred and aighty- 
•ix inilliozi* oi human beings." 

Most of what is mentioned in this passage 
was to come at later stages of his life, but 
Oharies Grant became early acquainted with 
the horrors of famine on an unexampled scale. 
A young man of three and twenty, still new 
to his post in Bengal, he was called upon to 
assist his chief in me terrible calamity which 
fell upon the provinoe. Night and day they 
laboured for the relief of the people, saving 
many Uvea, thougfi many also perished. 
Painful aa the task was, tlie expenenoe no 
doubt played an important part in develop- 
ing Grant's administrative powers. His 
health broke down under the strain, and in 
the end of 1770 Grant sailed for England. On 
his return he wrote a defence of Becher, who 
liad been traduced by tlie French rivals of 
the Company for his conduct in connection 
with the famine. During his stay at home 
Grant married Jane, daughter of Thomas 
Fraser, a younger son of the Balnain 
family. As a writer on the Bengal 
establishment, he returned witii his wife 
to India, arriving at Calcutta in June 

1773. On his way out a friend who aocom- ! 

panied him. Lieutenant Fergusson, was killed 

in a duel wnich he was forced to fight at Cape I 

Town, and Grant insisted on an investiga- 
tion, whidi made the case famous. The next 

seventeen years of his life were spent in j 

India. During the greater part of the period 

AVarren Hasting? was Govemor-Genend, and ' 

placed high value on his services. As Factor 
and Secretary to the Board of Trade, Grant 
showed so much ability that HastingB, in 
course of time, p^ve him the prize of tne ser- 
vice as commercial resident in charge of the j 
Silk Manufactory at Malda. Here he not 
only enjoyed a large salary, but was entitled 

to obtain commissions which enriched him ; 

so rapidly that he became sensitive on the j 

subject. To satis^r his own feelings, he 

asked the Governor-General to have his pri- ^ 

vate books examined along with his public 
accounts. Lord Comwaltis, who was now 

at the head of affairs, made a careful investi- I 

gation, and returned the books with an 
official expression that he wished all servants 
of the Company were equally scrupulous. At 
the same time his lordship promoted him 
to the direct superintendence of the whole 
trade of the Company in Bengal. In this 
portion Grant detected and exposed a series 
of fraudulent practices, which were hMAv in- 
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jurious to the interests of the Company. In 
i790 the state of his wife's health obliged 
him to return home. Dr Smith says that un- 
le^w he had taken this step, he would cer- 
tainly in a few years have baen made Qover- 
nor-Oenerai instead of his friend and junior. 
Shore, afterwards Lord Tei^cnmouth. ''Lord 
Cornwallis dechured his serricos to be so essen- 
tial to the interests of the Gov^emment that 
for any less urgent reason he would have in- 
sisted on his remaining in India." 

Haying settled at Ciapham, near London» 
Grant, in 17t)2, wrote an essay entitled 
'Ubsenrations on the State of Society Among 
the Asiatic Subjects of Great Britain." For 
a time he kept it beside him in manuscript 
as an expression of his mature convictions 
and a guide to his conduct. In 1793 he was 
elected a Director of the East India Com- 
pany, and in 1797 laid his treatise before his 
colleagues. Though they aid not share his 
views they availed themselves of his talent as 
an administrator. By his knowledge of busi- 
ness he introduced reforms which saved the 
Company large sums in freightage. An effort 
was made by some interested persons to pre- 
vent his return to the Directorate ; but they 
failed so completely that the attempt was not 
renewed. In 1802 Grant was elected Mem- 
ber of Parliament for his native county of 
Inverness. In 1804 he was chosen Deputy- 
Chairman of the Court of East India Direc- 
tors, and Chairman in 1805. Four times he 
was chosen to one or otJier of these offices. 
In 1813, in connection with the renewal of 
the Company's Charter, Grant's treatise on 
Indian affairs was laid before the House of 
Commons, by whose orders it was printed. 
His policy was to introduce light and dvilisar 
tion to India through four channels; vis., 
by the English language and literature; by 
the mechanical science of the West; by im- 
proved modes of a^culture \ and by the dif- 
fusion of the Christian rehgion. He was 
entirely opposed to the anti-missionary spirit 
which had characterised' the Company. In pr^ 
vious years he had checkmated their intoler- 
ance by encouraging the Danish missionaries 
at Serampore, and by having chaplains of an 
evangelical spirit sent out to Bengal. 'In 
1813 he triumphed in the Charter which not 
only organised a double establishment of 
bishops and chaplains for the British settlers 
in India, but practically allowed missionaries 
and teachers free access to the nativefi, and 
granted funds for the enlightened education 
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of the people." Yean, however, had to pass 
before some of his ideas were carried into 
practice. 

Tiie religious character of Charles Qrant b 
apparent from what has been written above, 
iiugh Miiler traces his piety to early impree- 
sions received at Cromarty. However this 
may be, his character seems to have received 
its final stiimp on his second voyage to India 
in 1)73, when he made ii^e acquaintance of 
the Danish missionary, Schwartz, followed 
soon afterwards by communication with a 
Swedish evangeUst named Kiemander. 
Grant's piety was of that deep and 
pervading kind which influences the whole 
Uf e and conduct. So far as it was possible 
to do so. lie fostered religious work during 
his residence in India. The ''Christian 
Guardian" in 1824 says: — **ile contributed 
500 rupees towards the buildinfir of St John's 
Church in Calcutta, and assisted in procnring 
valuable materiab from a distance. When 
the Protestant Mission Church was in 1787 

S laced unaer sequestration bv the Sheriff of 
ialcutta to answer for the debts of its pro- 
prietor, Mr Grant nobly stepped forward, 
advanced from his purse the sum of 10,000 
rupees [about £1250], at which the church 
was valued, and immediately placed the pro- 
perty, thus secured from desecration, in trust 
tor sacred and charitable purposes for ever, 
constituting Mr W. Cluunbers, the Rev. 
David Browne, and himself as the first 
trustees. But for this large pecunianr sacri- 
fice, the services of Mr Browne would very 
probably have been lost to India; and the 
great and effectual door opened to the labours 
of a Buchanan, a Thomason, and many others 
might have remained effectually closed." The 
Mr Browne here mentioned was an earnest 
find devoted chaplain of the Church of Eng- 
land. On his return home^ Mr Grant as- 
sedated himself with the religious and phil- 
anthropic work of Wiiberforce and his friends, 
to whom he was an inspiring and directing 
force. In the same spirit he encouraged and 
assisted religious work and the planting of 
new churches in the Highlands. The late 
James Suter states that Sunday schools were 
first established in Inverness by Charles 
Grant. Another authority says that "he in- 
troduced Sunday schools in Scotland, and 
for 20 years personally supported two of 
them." There may be some oonfusioa in 
the latter sentence between Scotland and the 
Highlands. Grant for many years attended 
St John's Chapd, Bedford Row, the head- 
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ivarten of the •TMumlioal ptrty in London. 
The incumbent, the Ber. Dmniel Wilion, who 
preached hie ranenl aermon, dvrelt npecsiAlly 
on his friend's nprig^tness, his lOTe of 
justice, his diligence and sotmty, his spiri- 
tuality of mind, and oonsistencsr of conduct. 
In 1832, mainlT through the influence of lir 
Grant's sons, Loi*d Olenelff and Sir Robert, 
Mr Wilson was i^ipointed Bishop of Calcutta. 
Both in this country and in India Bishop 
Wibon had a high reputation for eloquence, 
seal, and usefulness. 

Charles €hmnt became proprietor of the 
estate of Watemish, ana represented the 
county of InTemess from 180f till 1818^ re- 
tiring in the latter year in fsTOur ox his 
eldest son. He promoted the scheme for 
the construction of the Caledonian Canal and 
roads and bridges in the Highlands, and was 
active in every i^ublic movement for the wel- 
fare of the district. He was a friend of Bir 
JT. P. Grant of Bothiemurchus, who was then 
an active politician (he sat for Grimsby), and 
took a prominent part in county affairs. Sir 
John's daughter says — ^'The North country 
owed Charles Grant much; we got canals, 
roads, bridges, cadetships, and writerships, 
in almo&t undue proportion." It may safely 
be said, however, that no one received any 
appointment whose qualifications would not 
bear scrutiny. Grant naturally favoured the 
people whom he knew and respected. In 
Parliament he favoured the Catholic claims 
for emancipation, and opposed the irarlike 
policy of Lord Welleslety in India. His prac- 
tical sagacit:^ seems to have been his most 
oonspicuous intellectual feature. With the 
insight and wisdom of a statesman, he left his 
mark on the conduct of Indian affairs. Dr 
Smith says that he anticipated men like the 
Lawrences and their school, making it pos- 
sible for them to become what they were. 
Grant also possessed no small share of literary 
power, thougii he did not aspire to be a 
writer. His last years were spent in a house 
in Russell Square, London, where he died in 
October 1823. He left three sons, of whom 
two, Charles and Robert, became eminent. 
One of his daughters was married to Samuel 
March Phillips, some time Under-Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, and 
the other to Patrick Grant of Lochletter and 
Redcastlo. Charles Grant's widow died in 
1827. 
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LOBD OUBNBLO-IKD SIX BOBEBT G&ANT. 

The sons of Charles Grant, senior, who 
acquired distinction were Charles and Robert^ 
the elder bom in 1778 and the yonncrer in 
1779. They were bom in Indi^, and came 
home with their father in 1790. Tosetiier 
they were entered as students of MagSalene 
CoUeffe, Cambridge, in 1795. In 1801 Charles 
was fourth wrangler and senior Chancellor's 
medallist ; Robert was third wrangler and 
second Chanoellor's medalHst. It was a 
singular distinction for two brothers to be so 
closely associated in the honours' list of the 
same year. The senior wrangler was Henry 
Martyn, afterwards the famous missionary. 

Let us follow, in the first instance, the 
career of Charles Grant. In 1802 he gidned 
the Members' Prize for a Latin essay, and 
was elected to a fellowshin at his CoUeee. In 
1803 he won a prize offered by CSjsudias 
Budianan, of the Fort-William College in 
Bengal, for a poem on '*The Restoration of 
Learning in the East." It is in the style of 
Dryden and Pope, in the heroic couplet, and 
much above the average of prize poems. Ail 
his life CSiarles indulged in poetical composi- 
tion, often scattering original verses in plsy- 
ful form in £is letters to nis friends. In 1807 
he was called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn, but 
did not practice. He was an early contribu- 
tor to the *H2uarterlv Review," and mixed in 
literarv and political circles. The sources of 
information lor his career are the Dictionaiv 
of National Biography, and memoirs which 
appeared at the time of his death, which 
occurred in April 1888. One or these 
memoirs was in the "Inverness Courier," 
written by the late Dr Carruthers, who was 
a supporter of Grant in the contests for the 
representation for the County in the thirties. 
Hie dratdi whidh follows is to a considerable 
extent a summary of this article. It may be 
desirable, however, at this point to give a 
few facts and dates so as to avoid details in 
subsequent paragraphs. Charles Grant 
entered Parliament as representative of the 
Inverness Burghs in November 1811. He 
retained the seat until 1818, when he no- 
ceeded his father as member for the County, 
and continued to represent the constituency 
until his elevation to the peerage as Lord 
Gknelg in 1835. In 1813 he was made a 
liord oi the Treasury, under Lord Liverpool ; 
in 1819. (Siief Seoretarr for Ireland and a 
Privy Coundllor ; in 1823, Yice-President of 
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the Board of Trade ; and in 1827, President 
of the Board of Trade and Treaaurer of the 
NavT in Cannins's administration. In June 
182o he reiignecToffice with odier members of 
the CanningLte par^. In 1830 he became 
President or the Board of Control, under 
l!^i Grey, and held the same office in Lord 
Melbourne's first Idinistry tiU its resignation 
in November 1834. In IbUb he was appointed 
Colonial Secretary in Lord Melbourne's 
second Ministry, being at the same time raised 
to the peerage. The period of his administra- 
tion was, however, maiiEed by troubles in 
South Anica and in Canada, and in Febru- 
ary lb39 he resigned office, and spent the re- 
mainder of his fife in retirement. 

Soon after entering the House of Commons, 
Charles Grant distinguished himself by 
several brilliant speeches, which attracted the 
attention of Lord Liverpool, and secured him 
hia first post in the Government. Though 
all his life a shv, diffident man, he had an am- 
bition to excel as a speaker. To his friend, 
Ladjr Hood, afterwards Mrs Stewart Mac- 
kenzie of Seaforth, he writes of one of hia 
early appearances — 'Tou advise me to speak 
and not be shv. The papers will show you 
that I have followed your advice, and, to say 
the truth, have succeeded better than I ex- 
pected. I spoke in favour of the Catholics, 
and received many compliments, but from no 
person more aereeable than from your friend 
Lady Spencer.^ Grant was the first Secre- 
tary for Ireland who sought to carry out con- 
ciliatory measures. He endeavoured to sup- 
press Orange demonstrations, to secure the 
mipartial ^ministration of justice, and to 
devise a system of national education adapted 
for Catholics as well as Protestants. He 
drew attention abo to the defects in the police 
and the maf^istrac}^ and proposed important 
reforms which were earned out at a later 
date. Some of his colleagues in the Irish 
administration did not approve of his liberal 
views, and friction arose. Transferred to the 
Board of Trade, Grant supported the policy 
of Huskisson for the relaxation of restrictions 
on commerce, on shipping, on silk manufac- 
tures, and other articles. The rupture which 
took pboe after Canning's death affected the 
future of political parties and the fortunes of 
political personages. Grant was out of 
office when the Duke of Wellington and Sir 
Robert Peel passed the Act for the Emancipa- 
tion ci Catholics, but he approved of the 
measure, and gnve it his cordial support. 
When he returned to office as President of the 
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Board of Control, he took a leading part in 
the reyisdon 6f the Qiarter of the East India 
Company, and was able to carry a compro- 
mise, wnich settled for a period the relations 
of the Company to the Imperial GoTern- 
mont. 

For many years Mr Grant sat securely as 
member for the County of Inremess, but the 
introduction of the First Reform Bill dis- 
turbed all eadstinjT political relations. He 
had then to dofend nis change of opinion in 
favour oi Reform, but he did so manfully, 
by an open, explicit acknowledgment of the 
fact. Some of his oratorical utterances are 
worthy of note. '*My reading of the consti- 
tution," he said, '49 that it contains within 
itself a principle of self-renovation, that as 
in early periods it was suited to the petty 
wants and minor exigencies of an infant 
people, so it has f^own with their growth 
and strengthened with their strength, and is 
capable, by the fulness and freeness and sta- 
bility of its movements, to meet all the 
capacities and exigencies of a great and Im- 
perial nation." Speaking of the term ''De- 
structives" hurled against the Whigs, he 
said: — 

"The true Conservative principle is wise and 
aeasonable improvement. The true Destructive 
principle is resistance to all improvement till yoa 
become the victims of innovation. It is eocy for 
a statesman to fold his arms and say — 'I take mv 
stand upon the institutions of the country ; I will 
admit of no alteration.' But all ia change around 
him. Nature changes, the seasons chcuiffe, time 
and ciroumstances change; mind and man- 
nert change; the relations of States, 
the interests and obligationa of nations, 
the wants and feelings and habits of mankind — 
1^1 changa Yet the statesman resists I In the 
meantime the waters gather round faim, the 
storm beats over his head, and he is engulf ecf in 
the abyss which his iollj had dug under his feet. 
The true sagacity of the statesman is to observe 
the nature and course of coming events, to cal- 
culate their dimensions by t& shadows t'bey 
cast before; to observe what the progress of 
society and the variation of circumstances may 
require, and thus in some sense to mould the 
future to his purposes, and to control what ap- 
pears to be uncontrollable." 

These sentences may give some idea of the 
style of Mr Grant's oratory in the days of 
the Reform controversy, ft was more florid 
than the taste of the present day sanctions, 
but with his fervid dehvery, his evident sin- 

35 
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oeriir, and his oommanding appearance, the 
effect waa electrical. It waa interestinff, sajra 
Dr Carruthers, to aee how he could blend buai- 
nesa details with these figoratiye buzvta and 
that ornate Iftngiiage, and how sound sense 
and sagacity underCy all. Election contests 
gradutUly weakened Mr Grant^s hold on the 
county, and his majority having sunk to 
seyeuy' he consented, at the suggestion of Lord 
Palmerston, to witndraw from the Commons 
and accept a peerage. For some time he 
hesitated between tiie titles of Lord Grant, 
Lord Amisdale, and Lord Glonelg, but finally 
adopted the last, to the amusement of some 
of his sarcastic opponents, who did not fail to 
remark that the name read the same back- 
wards as forwards t In Invemesa his friends 
gave the new peer a splendid banquet, at 
which most of the county magnates of Inver- 
ness and Ross were present; and thus ter- 
minated a connection honourable alike to the 
representative and the constituency. 

Lord Glenelg was a member of the Gov- 
ernment when slavery was abolished in the 
West Indies, and as Colonial Secretary he had 
the pleasure of witnessing its final extinction. 
In connection with South Africa, he disap- 

E roved of the proclamation of Sir Benjamin 
^'Urban extending the boundaries of Cape 
Colony to the nver Kei. Sir Benjamin 
accoroingly resigned, and the question led to 
warm discussion. The great crisis in Canor 
dian affairs came in Lord Glenelg's admini- 
stration. He had to face the difficulties 
which culminated in the rebellion of 1837. 
Lord Durham, who was sent out as a special 
Commissioner in 1838, issued an ordinance 
sentencinff the rebels who had surrendered to 
perpetual l>anishment to tlie Bermudaa. Lord 
Glenelg at first approved of the proclama- 
tion, but Lord Melbourne subseouently an- 
nounced its partial withdrawal, and the brunt 
of the storm fell on the Colonial Secretary. 
His colleagues, Lord John Russell and Lord 
Howick, loined in blaming his administra- 
tion, and Lord Glenelg felt himself obliged to 
retire. Dr Carruthers says that if Lord Glen- 
elg had been idiied to any of the great political 
families^ no Minister would have dared to 
slight his merits or overlook his claims. He 
had the jnisfortunej however, to take up the 
work of the Colomal Office at a time when 
novel and complicatiniB; conditions arose. His 
experience and training lav in connection 
with domestic and Indian anairs. The Go- 
vernment at (me time were willing to appoint 
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him GoYemor-Qeneral of India in saooession 
to Lord George Bentinck, and in this sphere 
he would have been more at home. Lord 
Gienelg was conscientious to a degree, and 
assiduous in his attention to details. Lord 
Brougham pronotmced him to be '*the purest 
statesman ne had ever known." Some of 
his despatches vindicating the ridits of 
natives in the Colonies, repressing idolatry, 
and aboUshing slavery throiuzhout Uie British 
possessions in South Africa, are models of 
elevated and just thought, and of fine, im- 
pressive English. 

After his retirement from office. Lord Glen- 
elg withdrew in a great measure from public 
anairs. He rare^ went to the House of 
Lords, or took any active part in Parliamen- 
tary business. He was unmarried, but books, 
society, visits to the country and the Ck>n- 
tinent^ relieved the monotony of bachelor life. 
His kindness oi heart showed itself in many 
unostentatious acts of benevolence. Late in 
life he set himself to the study of German 
that he mijd^t be able to read Goethe in the 
original. Mis last dav^ were spent in the 
companionship of Lord. Brougham at Cannes, 
where he died on 23rd April 1866, in the 
ei^ty-eighth year of his age. 

KoberlT Grant had a shorter and less ex- 
citing career. He was called to the bar the 
same day as his brother, 30th January 1807, 
and entered on practice, becoming King's 
Sergeant in the Court of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, and one of the Commissioners in 
Bankruptcy. He was elected Member of 
Parlinment fpr the Elmn Burghs in 1818, and 
for the Inverness Burghs in 1B26. The latter 
constituency he represented for four years. 
In 1830 and 1831 he was returned for Nor- 
wich, and in 1832 for Finsbury. Robert 
Grant was a strenuous advocate for the re- 
moval of the disabilities of the Jews, and 
twice carried bills on the subject throuf^ the 
House of Commons. They were, however, 
rejected in the Upper House, which did not 
yield on the question until 1858, twentv years 
after Grant's death. In 1832 he became 
Judge Advocate-General, and in 1834 was ap- 

Eointed Governor of Bombay, receiving the 
onour of knighthood. He died in India in 
1838. In his younger days. Sir Robert pub- 
lished an essay on the trade and government 
of India, and a sketch of the early history of 
the "East India^Company. He was the author 
of a volume of sacred poems, which was edited 
and published after his deatii b^ his brother, 
Lord Glenelg. This volume includes some 
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beautiful hymns, which hare found their way 
into modem ooilectionst. Sir Robert mar- 
ried Margaret, only daughter of Sir David 
Davidson of Cantray, with issue two sons and 
two daufj^hters, namely. Sir Charles Qrant, 
K.C.S.I^ formerly a Member of Council in 
India ; Colonel Itobert Qrant, R.E., Deputy 
Adjutant-General : Sibylla Sophia, married to 
Granville Rvder, &«a., and Coostanoe Chare- 
mile, who died yi cnildhood. 
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NOTE O. 
THE NOBTHERN MEETING. 



Ilie Northern Meeting dates from 1788, in 
which year it was inatituted. A printed 
notice which once came into onr handa con- 
tains the original constitution and regula- 
tions. A meeting was held at Inverness on 
the 11th of June 1788. at which were pre- 
sent — Colonel Hugh Grant of Moy, Mr 
Gumming of Altyre, Mr Madeod of Geanies, 
Mr Munro of Culcaim, Mr Fraser of Reliok, 
Mr Fraser of Cuiduthel, Captain Alexander 
Mackenzie, 71st Regiment: Captain William 
Wi.son, 39th Regiment; Mr Bailiie of Doch- 
four, Captain Grigor Grant, Lieut. John 
Rose, and Dr John Alves (who was appointed 
the first secretary). These gentlemen re- 
solved to form an Association with the view 
of holding "an annual meeting of gentlemen, 
ladies, and their families," not for a couple 
of days merely, but to extend over a whole 
week, ''and that for the purpose of promot- 
ing social intercourse." The fee was to be 
one guinea, payable by "every eentleman or 
lady being the head of a family''; and to 
ensure regular attendance it was agreed that 
every absentee member should pay a fine of 
two guineas. This rule, it appears, was not 
allowed to remain a dead letter, for the first 
^ear no less than £40 was added to the funds 
in the shape of fines. Officers absent on 
duty were exempted from penalty. The 
whole business was to be conducted by 
stewards, of whom the first set were — ^Mr 
Cumming of Altyre^ Mr Fraser of CuMuthel, 
Mr Fi-aser of Rebg, and Mr Macleod of 
Geanies. At that time Highland games 
were not t)iought of ; the sole object of the 
Meeting was to foster social enjoyment. 
Dinners and balls were to be held during the 
week. The company, ladies and gentlemen, 
were to dine together in full evening dress, 
•*the first day at Mr Beverley's Hotel, the 
second at Mr Ettles's Hotel, and thereafter 
at the inns alternately." Dancin|; was to 
commence precisely at 8 o'clock, and to stop 
precisely at twelve. From the first it waa 
resolved to keep the companv select, and the 
stewards alone nad the privilege of introduo- 
ing strangers. BIr Cumming of Al- 
tyre was directed to write to Captain 
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Gr«ham. MMter of the Ceremonies at Edin- 
burgh, lor a copy of the regulationft adopted 
there, and to deposit these as the regulations 
of the Noithern Meeting. The Provost of 
Inverness was to be M>plied to for the use 
of the Town Hall for the balls snd the room 
above for the tea-room. Esoh morning a 
public breakfast was to be held "for as many 
ladies and gentlemen as choose to resort 
theie.'* One rule is rather curious — ''That 
no subscription paper for anv public or pri- 
vate work or undertaking shall, under any 
pretext whatever, be obtruded on the com- 
pany when met collectively; and that who- 
ever presumes to infringe on this regulation 
sliall be subject to a fine of one guinea." The 
members believed that hunting would be 
desirable to fill up the mornings: and so 
Brodie of Brodie and Madeod oi Geanies 
were requested to m>ly to the Duke of Gor- 
don and Sir Robert Munro of Foulis for the 
favour oi their huntsmen and hounds. The 
proposal to form the Northern Meeting 
seems to have been taken up with great 
eagerness: for before the first meeting held 
in 1788, between 80 and 90 members had 
joined from the counties of Inverness, Boss, 
Nairn, and Moray. For many years the 
Meeting was held in the second week of 
October. 

The original meetings of the Association 
were very different from the present, and 
perhaps even more sgreeable. A formal ball 
every evening was found to be rather heavy, 
and so, in order to obtain lightness and 
variety, it was resolved the second or third 
year to have only two dress balls, namely, 
on Tuesdaor and Friday. On the other even- 
ings the compeny were to assemble in un- 
dress to play cards and dance. The gentle- 
men of the Meeting wore a gay uniform. 
Whether such uniform was used from the 
beginning does not appear; but an old 
authority states that a year or two afterwards 
it consisted of a grass-green coa/t with a buff 
edging, white metal buttons, and black 
velvet cspe, with four silver embroidered or 
vellum button-holes. The waistcoat was 
buff or fancy coloured ; the breeches buff or 
bUck silk; and the buttons had the letters 
N.M. engraved upon them. A gay time it 
must have been when the mem&rs sported 
through the Highland Capital in this dashino^ 
costume, fc^owing the Duke of Gordon's 
hounds in the morning, dining and dancing 
in the afternoon and evening. In 1810 we 
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learn that on the motion of the Marquis of 
Hnntly it was resolved that all the members 
shonla appear in blue coats from the Inver- 
ness Woofien Manufactory. This was to en- 
courage local industry. The stewards at 
first wore badges; subsequently they were 
provided with waads; then tartan sashes 
were substituted; and latterly they re- 
turned to badges. About the year 1816 
horse-racing was added to the programme, 
and some years later a course was formed at 
Duneancroy. But the members never re- 
garded the races as properly part of the 
Meeting. They subscribed for them, and 
offered pieces of plate for the winning 
horses; but finding this a tax upon their 
funds, they ultimately withdrew their sub- 
scriptions and the races were discontinued. 
The races now held at or about the Meet- 
ing time are on an independent basis. The 
practice of holding Highlandl games seems to 
nave been commenoed about 1840. At first 
tber^ were got up by a separate subscription, 
and were held in the Academy Park. Then 
they were transferred to the Longman, 
where there was ample space. In the early 
sixties the present Kortnem Meeting Park 
was acquired from the late Sir Alexander 
Matheson of Ardross, and enclosed with a 
wajl. ^ A handsome pavilion for the accom- 
modation of members and their friends was 
erected, and a second pavilion was subse- 
quently added. 

At an earl^ stage the Association resolved 
to have a building of its own for the annual 
assemblies. The Town Hall and the Guildry 
(as the upper room was called) were probably 
round to be too small to aooommoaate Uie 
company. A piece of ground was acquired 
in Church Street, on which a building was 
eracted; and this, rebuilt and add«d to, forms 
the present Northern Meeting Rooms. In 1801 
a serious misfortune occurred. A candle 
manufactory was in dose proximity to the 
building, above which a powder maga- 
aine was kept! In those days the publio 
regulations with reference to ex^uosive 
articles must have been extremely lax. One 
night the heat of the candle factory reached 
the powder ; an explosion ensued, causing 
the loss of seven lives and injury to many 
other persons. The buildings of the Meet- 
ing, as well as the factory itsdf, were greatly 
damaeed. The Rooms, however, were soon 
rebuilt, and in 1846 or thereabouts assumed 
their present form. Internally they have 
been greatly improved since that time. 
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Hie annala of the Meeting in the first 
quarter of the Nineteenth Century are 
■et forth in the pages oi this volume. Tear 
after year the members assembled, passed 
their time in ^'social intercourse," and pieuted. 
From 1788 until the present time, the Meet- 
ing has continued to be a favourite gathering 
both for county families and autumn visitors. 
In 1795 a proposal was made to adjourn the 
Meeting for the year, so many members 
being neceesarily absent in the service of their 
country. This proposal, however, was nega- 
tived, and the Meeting was held annually 
during the Napoleonic wars — although for 
years a considerable amount of fines had to 
be remitted to members ''necessarily ab- 
sent." In 1796 a paragraph appeared in the 
Edinburgh newspi^pers, stating that con- 
sidering the circumstances, the Meeting of 
that year had been well attended. It had 
passed o£f very successfully, ''with a brilliant 
assemblage of beauty and faishion." The year 
1832 was a blank in the history of the Meeting, 
the gathering having been adjourned in con- 
sequence of the prevalence of cholera ; and in 
1900 the balls were put off on account of the 
losses and disorganisation caused by the South 
African war. In the latter year, however, 
one day was given to Highland sports. The 
fines for absence have long since ceased to be 
exacted, and the terms of admission have 
more than once been changed. The uni- 
form is also a thing of the past, but the High- 
bnd dress holds its own. The Meeting con- 
tinues to flourish, and promises to continue 
for a long time to come as a fashionable and 
successful Highland institutxHi. 
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Distillation in the Highlands, 206-7. 
Disturbances in Glasgow, Ac, 182. 
Distress and Discontent, 99, 114. 
Div<Mt?e Bill (Geoi^ge IV. and Queen Caroline) 

Abandoned, 189. 
Dornoch, Provost of. 188. 

Drowning of Clachnaharry Men at Redcastle Pier, 238. 
Druid's Temple at Leys, 147. 
Duel in Ross-shire, 147. 
Dunbar, of Brodie, Burgie, and Lethen, 46. 
„ James, of Boath, 66. 
„ Rev. John, Dyke, 8. 
„ Sir Archibald, of Northfield, 17. 
Duneancroy Race Course, 95. 
Dunean House burnt, 48. 
Dunkeld Bridge opened, 18. 
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Earthquake at Arisaig, 22. 

), at Dingwall, Forres. ^., 109. 
jy at Inverness, 90, 108, 123, 155. 

Easter Boss, Oromarty, and Sutherland Ladies' 
Societv, 250. 
„ Farmers' Club, 60, 54, 68. 
„ Regiment of Local Militia, 25. 
Edinburgh, Great Fire, 253. 

Education of the Poor, 166, 192, 208, 213, 214, 251, 252. 
Edg^eworth, Miss, in Inyemess, 226. 
Elgin, Bur^ and County Members of Parliament, 67, 
58, 182 ; Foundation of Gray's Hospital laid, 91 ; 
Sufferiiu; among the poor, 119 ; Women thieves in 
the Pillory, 37; Magbtrates, 187; Burgh Re- 
form, 186; Keenly contested election, 180; 
Ladies present gold chain to Provost, 188. 
Ettles, William, booksdler, Inverness, 134, 172. 
Evictions at Strathnaver, 103. 
Emigration, xzvi., 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 106, 112. 

Famous Naval Action* Chesnp^'ake v. Shannon, 67. 

Farm Servants' wages in 1816, 110. 

Farquharson, Rev. John, Scots College, Paris, 130. 

Farrar Bridge, foundation stone laid. 75. 

Ferguson, Rocert, Resells, convicted of murder, 66. 
„ „ Respited, 66; Executed. 69. 

Ferry Boat disaster at Fort-Georse, 46. 

Fever in Caithness and Sutherland, 33. 

Fiars' Court^ first held in Sutherland, 60. 

Findhom River overflowed its banks at Forres, 73. 

Findlater and Seafield, James, Earl of, 46. 

Fisheries. 93, 181. 

Flyter, Rev. Alex., Rothesay and Alness, 76. 

Forbes, A., of CuUoden, 2. 

„ Arthur, of CoUoden, 163. 

,, Duncan George, of Culloden, 139. 

Forres— Anniversary of Traf alitor, 45, 66, 111, 127, 154 ; 
Anderson's Institution, 224 : Burg^ Reform, 127 ; 
Carrier escapes from Jail, 82; Family of Grants, 
255; Woollen manufactory burned, 33; Duncan 
Grant, Provost, 255. 

Fort-Augustus, Governor of, 49. 

Fort-George Ball, 17. 

Fort-William Sheep Markets, 16, 165. 
„ Waterloo Rejoicinss, 96. 

Fortrose — ^Academy, Legaunes, 34: Handsome contribu- 
tion, 42; I^ew Episcopal Chupel. 241; Provost, 
188; Magistrates elected by poll, 126; Return- 
ing burgh, 46. 

Fowler, James, of Grange and Wellfield, Provost of 
Fortrose, 126. 

Foxes, Wild Cats, and Badgers killed at Brahan, 108. 

Fraser, Alex., of Inchooulter, 149. 

„ Alex., of Torbreck, 194; Mrs Fraser, 137. 
„ Alex., merchant, Inverness, 140. 
„ Aroh. ThoB. Fredk., of Abertarff, 98. 
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Fraaer, GapUin, of Bmichegiaire, 82. 

„ BuncfaegoYie, Btratherrick, 76. 
„ Brackla, 36. 
„ Errogio, 32. 33. 

Highland Melodic. 186. 

Colonel, of Coldathel, 101. 

Colonei the Hon. A., of Lorat, xzxriii., 23, 26, 
36, 49, 60, 62, 81, 97. 

Colonel James, of Belladram, 16. 

DaTid, BarnyardB, piper to Lord Lorat, 48. 

Jamea, of TomToidt, 32. 

Jamea B., of Reelig, 139, 173. 

General Mackenzie of Inverallochy, 29, 62, 77. 

James, Crageoiig. KirkhiU, 33. 

John, KirkhUl, fought at CuUoden, 124. 

laeut.-Colonel, Boyal Soots, 171. 

P. A., of Culdnthel, 106. 

of Lorat, 106. 

Rev. Aleix., Inverness, 36, 196. 

Rev. CoUn, Biltarlity, 208, 221, 222, 223. 

Rev. Thomas, Inverness, 196. 

Simon, ordained at Inverness. 63. 

SerKt. Alex., Blaich, Fort-WiUiam, 100. 

Sir Wm., oi Ledclune, 12. 

Sheiiff, of Farraline, 30, 34, 36. 

Simon, of Ness Castlo, 34, 40. 

B., yr. of Lovat, 2. 

Thomas A., of Lovat, 224, 227. 

Thomas, of Gortlilick, 246. 
Fraaer-Tytler, Wm., of Aldourie, Sheriff-Substitute, 37. 
„ Right Hon. A., Lord Woodhouselea, 62. 

The Hon. Wm., of Ness Qistle. 40. 
Free Schools for the Poor established, 173. 
Freemantle, Wm., M.P., Northern Burghs, 16. 
French Army defeated in Russia. 61. 

„ Prisoner saves Inverness Militia o£5cer, 64. 
Frost intense, 21 ; Frost and Snow, 22. 



Gaelic Chapel opened in London, 63. 

,y Classes in Royal Academy, 24. 

,f Dictionary Subscriptions, 121. 

,, Schools in the Highlands, 166. 
Gairloch, Foreign Vessel Wrecked at, 11. 
Gander, 70 years old, at Ardersier, 116. 
Geddes, Mrs, Orbliston, 188. 

,, Wm.. vintner, Inverness, 183. 
George HI. died, 176, 178. 

„ IV., 176, 178; Coronation, 198, 199; Alarm by 

Glengarry at, 199; Visit to Scotland, 210. 

General Assembly prohibits Minister from acting as 

Factor, 165. 
Gilchrist, Mr, stonecutter, Inverness, 126. 
Gillanders, Mrs, of Highfield, 43. 
Gihsean, Sheriff-Substitute, Invemess, 238. 

,. Thomas, Provost of Invemess, 6, 17, 68. 
Gladstone, John, Liverpool, 69, 186. 
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Glenfeshie, Forest of, 48, 49. 

Glengarry, Estates and Emigration, xxvi. 

„ Jabilee of George m., 28. 

,, Local Militia, 36. 

„ and Olanranald, 172, 194. 

Glenelg, 288. 

Glenlireft, Smngiding, 235. 
Glen-Urquhart, Funeral orgie, 207. 
Gooden, James, London, 60. 
Gold god found at Leys, 2.^3-4, 250. 
GoUan, Gilbert, died in London, 22. 
Golspie Sheep Show. 200. 
Goraon-Gnmming, Sir Wm., of Altyre, 96, 187. 

„ Jane, Duohess of, xxxvi., 11, 18, 28, 44, 47, 51, 
52, 68. 

„ Lady, of Gordonstonn, 14. 

„ Robert, of I>rakies, 22. 
Gower, Earl, Marriage, 223. 
Grant, Archibald, Invermoriston, 226. 

„ Chas.. M.P., Inverness Oounty, 2, 58, 111, 142, 
147, 150, 153, 195, 220, 229, 231, 237. 

„ Chas., Lord Glenelg,- M.P., Inyemess burghs, 
and afterwards Oounty, 39, 46, 57, 59, 64, 
69, 70, 72, 104, 135, 142, 147, 150, 163, 181, 
203, 205, 216, 218, ??0, 238, 252, 263. 

,, Oaptain, son of B£rs Grant, Fones, 118. 

„ Colonel, of Grant, 57, 137, 181. 

„ Colonel, of Moy, 207, 118. 

„ Colonel Alex., C.B., 261. 

„ Duncan, of Bu^^t, 38, 59. 

„ . Duncan, Mullochard, afterwards Provost of 
Forres, 255. 

„ General Sir Lewis, 261. 

„ Hon. Alex., of Glenmoriston. 9. 

„ John, Grantown, "Admii*al ot the Spey," 51. 

„ J. P., of Bothiemurchus, 66, 149. 

„ James, son of James Grant of Bught, 200. 

„ James, of Bught, Provost of Inverness, 37, 228. 

„ Francis Wm., Sheriff of Inverness-shire, 27. 

„ James, of Rodcastle, 19. 

„ Lieut.-Colonel Colquhoun, Forres, 119, 180, 
256, 257. 

„ Lieut. David, Inverness, 68. 

„ Provost, Inverness, 62. 

„ Mrs and Miss, of Arndilly, 16. 

„ Patrick, Braemar, fought at CuUoden, 237. 

„ Bev. James, Nairn, 90, 206. 
Sir James Robert, 261. 

,, Rev. John, Abemethy, 178. 

„ Rev. John, Duthil, 167. 

„ Rev. John, Elgin, 13, 78. 

„ Sir Robert, 271. 

„ of Grant, Sir James, 40. 

„ Sir James, 27, 46. 

„ Sir Lewis A., of Grant, 46. 

„ Sir Wm., Blaster of the Rolls, 134. 
Guild Brethren of Inverness and Freedom of Eleo- 
tion, 18Q. 
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Oimn, John, BherifF-SubsUtiite of Nairn, 223, 130. 
Oiiffith, Ref7. Dr., Oxford, 16. 
Qrare Clothes, ready made, 24. 
Gray, Alexander, Lochbay, Skye, 34. 
„ Alexander, M.D., Bengal, founder oi Gray's 
Hospital, £lpn, 12, 91; Will disputed, 31. 
Growth of Disoontent, ftiots in London. 112. 
Gunpowder Explosion in Inverness, 2 ; Magaaine built, 4. 



Haig, William, Inverness Aoademr, 217. 
Hay, Alexander, D.L., Gap tain of Volunteers in Nam- 
shire, 7. 
Heavy Fall of Snow, 7; Heavy Rains, 7. 
Hehnsdale, 152. 

Highland Distilleries, 101 ; Small Stills, 101. 
„ Distillation, 85. 
„ and Lowland Distilleries, 90. 
„ Distillery Laws, 99, 102, 104: Small Stills, 

99, 102, 106; Reduction of Duty, 105. 
„ Whisky Prohibited in Southern Market, 102. 
„ Dress permitted in Highland Regiments, 24. 
„ Froprieton and the Refief of Distress, 119,120 
., Roads and Bridges, xi., xiv., xv., xvi., 3, 8. 

21, 22, 26, 46, 85, 137, 198. 
„ Funeral, Extraordinary Scenes, 121. 
„ Distress, 14: Meeting at Edinburgh, 15. 
„ Farmers ana Overstocking, 16. 
„ Education, 251. 

,, Road Impassable, 29: Snow-block, 14. 
„ Piper at Vimiera, 37. 
,, Prosperity, 156. 
„ Raid, the Last, 180. 
„ Society of Edinburgh, 11. 
„ Sooiety of Inverness, 86. 87, 109. 
„ Society of London, 6, 19, 100, 119. 
„ Society of Ross, Cromarty, and Sutlier- 

land, 138. 
„ Society of Scotland, 40, 76, 82, 92, 101, 106, 
107, 121, 145, 162. 178, 193. 
Highlands— Distinguished Travellers, Bishq;) Forbes, 
XV. ; Pennant, xvi. : Dr Johnson, xvii. ; Dr Jolin 
Leyden, xlii. ; Dr Maoculloch, xliii. 
Highlanders and the Ladies oi Brussels, 76. 
Highland Shearers, 151, 245. 
Holy Family, The, 3. 
Hood, Sir Samuel, Freedom of Inverness to. 18: 

Death, 81, 88, 94. 
Hood, Mackenaie, Lady, at Stomoway, 90, 121; Mar- 
riage, 121. 
Horses. Improved Breed, 13. 
Hossack, lliomas. Excise o£Bcer, 5. 
Hoyes, Rev. Mr, Forres, 246. 
Houston, Lieut. Wm., Oreich, 42. 



„ Hugh, of Creich, 42. 
Bunter, General, Halifax, 12, 
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Hontly, Marquis of, xxrvi., 16, 18, 45, 70, 71, 109, 119, 
125. 

Inflaensa in InTemess, 182. 

In^lis, Wm., of Kin^smills, xzxviii., 3. 

Iffnorance in the Highlands^ 167. 

Illegal Malting and Distillinjg, 62. 

Importation ot wheat permitted, 112. 

Innes, Sir Hugh, of Loohalsh, zxv., 28, 55, 58, 157, 189. 

Introdnotion, iz. 

Invergordon Horticaltnral Society, 185. 
„ Perry, 136. 

Inremess — ^E^isoopel Chapel built, 2; Anderson's 
Fund, 113; Aberdeen Dentist Visits. 36; 
Assemblies, 84; Atheiueum, 86, 193; Bathing 
Machine at Seabank, 196 ; Bible Society, 
84, 127; '^kck" Bridge, 15, 16, 131; Bridge 
Street Widened, 131; Sndge Tolls, 119; Buigh 
Beform, 127, 153, 155; Burghj;*^ Members of Pai- 
liament, 44, 45, 57, 150, 182; Carrier to Fort- 
William, 41; Cattle Market at Islands, 84; 
Church Street Boarding School, 218; Circuit 
i Court, 6, 14, 41, 55, 110, 120, 164 186, 195, 240, 

I 246, 247 ; Coach to Perth, 48 ; Coaches to Edin- 

burgh, 22, 26, 41, 42 ; Coiners and Thieres, 103 ; 
Colleotion for Irish I>istre88. 210 ; Common Clood 
and Petty Customs, 95, 201, 229, 246; Concert, 
200; ''Courier" Started, 128, 132; Constables 
Sworn in. 153, 228; Court-House in Bridge 
Street, 77, 94, 111; Covered Drain in Church 
Street constructed, 146; Curious Excise Case, 
202; Custom House SUtistics, 162, 177; Dis- 
franchised, 143; Distiller Ruined, 1(3; Distress, 
62: Destruction of old trees, 208; Earthquake, 
Jail Spire twisted, 108, 100; Election Candidate 
Kidnapped, 181 ; Embankment at Longman, 70 ; 
Exportation of Wood, 145; Fish Supply, 110; 
Geddes^ Buildings, 60^ 220; Gwld Brethren and 
their Rishts, m; Harboiv Improved, 98, 135; 
Head of Church Street Widened. 60; Heaivy 
Tourist Traffic, 185; Fund for labouring poor, 
120; Girl Killed on Castle Hill, 165; Ga3, 157; 
Gunpowder Explosion in 1801, 146 ; improvement 
at t(m of Castle Street, 124 ; Incorporated Trades, 
16; Insane Prisoner pardoned, 16L 162; Inter- 
esting Facts, 139; Infirmary and Jail inspected, 
27. Jail— Woman escapes, 31; wretched con- 
dition of, 155 ; prisoner escapes, 33 ; prisoner re- 
spited, 126. Jar of Coins found, 249; Ladies^ 
Walk formed, 151; Land feued at the Haugh, 
40; Loyal Address to Prinoe Regent, 83; Local 
Manufactures 87; Martinmas Market, 253; 
Mason Lodge Hotel, 40; Milch Cow Market, 
16, 23 ; Cattle Market, 254 ; Soup Kitchen, 115 ; 
Public Flagellation of a woman, 117 ; Revenue of 
the Town^ 153 ; Construction of Velocipedes, 164 ; 
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Woollen Factory, H, 82, 87, 164 ; Proposed Corn 
Ifftrket, 11: SnowBtomir— three days without 
mails. 13 ; llieatre, 81 ; Paoket for London 32, 
82: Downfall of Napoleon celebrated, 74 ; Militia 
Officer Gonrt-martialled for giving a daaoe, 77; 
Parish Saving Bank. 83, 84; Ness Islands, 84, 
152; Soldiors embark for Spain, 68; Water Sup- 

Sly, 85; Projected Newspaper, **Tlie Northern 
tar,*' 87; Society of Solicitors formed, 98; 
Price of Bread, 100; licensed and Unlicensed 
Honsea in 1816, 103 : Skeletons found, 162 ; News 
Room established, 131 ; Relief Funds, 1816. 17 ; 
Public Improvements, 136. Town Council — Amus- 
ing Petition, 136 : election objooted to, 188, 149 ; 
settled in Court of Session, 158, 215. Shore dues, 
161. Urns discovered at Aultnaskiaoh, 161; 
New footoath from Church Street to the Shore, 
171; Sacred Mueic Inetitution, 176. 179, 185, 
191; Coal Fund, 176; Population, 197; Sub- 
scription Library, 185; New Gaol and Court- 
house, 201, 218 ; New Chapel of the United As- 
sociate Congregation J 202; Robbery of Bills and 
Papers, 217 ; Sfunicipal Constitution Debate in 
the House of Commons, 219 ; New Com Market, 
229 ; Woollen Manufactory at the Haugh, 235 ; 
Solidtors' IKnner, 238; River in Flood, 252; 
Water and Qos Company, 258 ; Iron Foundry, 3. 
Inverness — ^Freedom of Burgh to— Donald Mackintosh, 
writer, Edinburgh, 45; Sir Charles Grant of 
Watemifth, M.P., 45 ; General Gunn Munro of 
Grenaila, 46; Sir James Mackintosh, 66; Sir 
Samuel Hood, 18. 
„ Farmers' Society, 3, 6, 7, 12, 32, 78, 88, 93, 

102, 109. 
,, Joumar' commenced, 4; sdd, 83, 84; on the 

Com Lows, 99, 100. 
„ Militia, 23, 31, 35, 36, 43, 62, 66, 68, 101. 

ProvosU o^, 3, 17, 59, 62, 68, 82, 110, 126, 162, 
228, 246. 
„ Royal Academy, 15, 18, 22, 63, 90, 182. 
Schools, 192, 193, 194, 199. 
Inverness-shire — County Election, 250; County voters, 
248 ; County meeting, lively discussions, 191 ; Ad- 
dress to the King, 84. 
Invemess-ehire, Dr Robertson's Survey, xxvii. 
Iron Plou^, 103. 
Ironside, Rev. William, 17. 



Jeffrey, Francis, in Inverness, 44. 

Johnstone, Mrs, first Editor of ^Tnvemass Courier," 
133. 

Johnson & Sim, woollen manufacturers, Newmill, 32. 

Jubilee of George IH.-— Celebraitions at Inverness, 
Dingwall, Beauly, Nairn, Tain, Dornoch, Fort- 
William, Ao.f 28. 
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Kelp Industry, 49, 76, 204, 210, 218. 

Kennedy, Be^. Jahn, Killeaman, 147. 

Ketchen, Ber. Isaac, Nairn, 183. 

Kilmorack— Mrs Fraser, aged 103, died, 135. 

Kiltarlity— Disputed Settlement, 199, 208, 209, 216. 

Kingussie— Races and Ball, 200. 

Kingussie and Laggpn Poor, 201. 

King, MaQor J. O., died at Nairn, 107. 

Kirkhill— Woman dancing at 96, 7. 

Kyleakin founded^ 44. 

Kyle of Sutherlandr— Intense frost and thaw, 73. 

Knockando— Death <^ '"Bed Jean," 53. 



'Xady of the Lake" Advertisement, 33. 

Lancaster, Joseph, on Education, 94. 

Lauder. Thomas Diok, 105, 109. 

Land Tenure, xxvi. 

Law, John, Sheriff-Substitute of Sutherland, 166. 

Lawrence, Captalii, of the Chcsapeiike, 67. 

Leopold, Prince, of Saze Goburg, in the North, 109, 170. 

Locfc-Bracadale, Toung Man Drowned, 37. 

Lochmaddy, Ship from Halifax arrived at, with cargo 

of prise goods and dispatches, 12. 
Looh-Nevis^ Herring Stations, 50. 
Longevity in Boss and Cromarty, 228. 
Long Island, Proprietor's Statement, 41. 
London Missionary Society. 90. 
Loyal Addresses from Northern Counties, 173, 191. 
I^on, James, Town Councillor, Inverness, 129, 143, 157. 

Bfail Coaches and Conveyances, zxi., 2, 27, 29, 41, 145, 

152, 161, 166, 168, 172, 176, 179, 196, 201, 218, 

229. 
Malt Duty Unfavourable to Agricultuie, 177. 
Marriage by Catholia Priest attempted to be declared 

Irregular, 94. 
Manchester, Duchess of, 16, 18. 

Martin, Bev. Donald, Chapel of Ease, Inverness, 35, 183. 
Matheson, Bev. C.^ Kilmuir, 122. 
Means of Communication, 2, 3. 
Medical Society of the North, 140, 141. 
Meikle Ferry Disaster in 1809, 20, 21, 24; Belief Fund, 

29, 32, 36, 43, 46. 
Mein, Bev. James, Nairn. 205. 
Memoers of Parliament ror Northern Constituencies! 

150. 
Memorabilia of Inverness, 1, 205. 
Merkinoh I^nds, 3. 
MUitia, Local, zxxii., 24, 35. 120. 
Miller, Lieut.-Colonel, 1st Beg;iment of Guards, 93. 
„ James, mathematical mstrument maker, Lon- 
don, 200. 
Mills, Scarcity of, 139. 
Milne, Patrick, of Crimongate, M.P., 58. 
Mitchell, Joseph, xz., zlii., 254. 
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MonUgne. Lady Jean, 16. 
Mottnd, The, Sutherland. 187. 
Moray Firth, Growth ot Shipping, 162. 
Morayshire, Uistress in. 14. 

„ Farmerflf' dub. 32. 54, 242. 

,j Members of Parliament, 181. 

McHTisoii, lieut. Alex., Kintaih 66. 
Moyhall, Important Dinner, 4o. 
Moir of Ord Market, 186. 260. 
Murray, Wm., Provost o« IWn, 196. 
Marat, Joachim, ex-Kinf; of Naples, Shot, 95. 
Mnlboie Oommon, Division of, 77. 
Monro, Captain Charles. Murdered at Resolis, 66. 
Catherine, Murdered at T^, 13. 
Dunoan, ProToet of Fortroee, 5. 
lieut.-Oolonel Duncan, of Cukaim, 35, 87, 48, 

68. 
George Gunn. Poyntcfield, 42. 
Dr Walter Ross, CalcutU, 44. 
Rev. Hugh, Nigg, 222. 
Rev. Tliomas, Kilteam, 96. 
Sir Alex., of Novar, 87. 
Sir Alex., Provost of Fortrose, 5. 
Wm., gardener, Roeehall, 197. 
Wm., sohoolmaster, lliurso, 68. 
Macadam, Rev. Alex.. Nigg, 123. 
Maoandrew, John, solicitor, Inverness, 62, 106. 
Macaskill, Dr. D., Eigg, and Rev. Donald Fraser 

Drowned, 129. 
Macbean, Alex., janitor, Royal Academv, 149. 

„ Donald, Deacon of the Weavers, Inver- 
ness, 167. 
„ Eneas, yr. of Tomaitin, died, 87. 
„ Rev. Alex., Kincardine, 181. 
Macoriramon, Lieut., celebrated piper, 19. 
Maocullod), I>r., on the Situation of Inverness, 247. 
„ Sheriff, Tain, Drowned at Meikle Ferry, 20, 

21, 26. 
MacxJonaldl, Dr., of Fenntosh, 60, 122, 146, 161, 233. 
- James, of Balranald, 186. 
James, M.P., 6H. 
John, Gaelic Poet, 284. 
J<^m, Killichonate, 49. 
Lord, 243, 246. 
Lieut.-Colonei, of Staffa, 48. 
Marshal, Duke of Tarentum, 95. 
Mrs Janet, Tullooherombie, died, 49. 
Maodonell, Alexander, Milnfield, 183. 

„ Colonel, of Glengarry, xxxviii., 24, 28, 38, 

36, 89, 95, 119. 
„ lieut. Ronald, 85, 96. 

Mrs, Milnfield, 166, 167. 
„ Ranald, Scamadale, died, 96. 

., Wm., son of CoU of Barrisdale, 174. 

Mactarlane, Bishop. 169. 
Maofarquhar, R., Provost of Fortrose, 188. 

„ A., Garguston, Culloden veteran, 182. 
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Macgregor, Sir James, M.D., 262. 

jf Jolin, murdered at Tain, 14. 

Biacintyre, Rev. Duncan, Kiimallie, 123. 
Maokay, Hugh, of Skerray, died, 104. 

„ James, 8t Louis, 240. 

., Major Wm., 68th Liglit Infantry, 186. 
Mackenzie, Qiptain Humberston, of the 78th. 117, 118. 

„ Gaptain Wm., hute of the 42nd, died, 74. 

„ Colin, of Kilcoy, 188. 

„ Colonel Colin, Surreyor-Qeneral of India, 

202. 

„ General, of Avoch, died, 29. 

,, Hem. Caroline, of Seaforth, 221. 

„ Hon. Francis, of Seaforth. died, 70. 

„ Hon. Wm., Master of Beatorth, 53, 68, 77. 

„ James A. Stewart, of Seaforth, 121, 173. 

„ Kenneth, Fermoy, 163. 

„ , of Hilton, 106. 

„ Lady, of Arodi, 68. 

„ Lieut. Colin, Kinoraig, 67. 

„ Major Maxwell, Kincraie, 72. 

„ Major-Qeneral John Randell, of Suddie, 26, 

27. 

„ Major-General, M.P. for Sutherland, 15. 

,, Major-General Patrick, 180. 

„ Mrs'Mai^ Humberstone, 63. 

„ Bev. Wm., minister of Tongue, 73. 

,, Bodk.. of Flowerbuin, died. 60. 

„ Sir Alex., of Avoch, 68, 180. 

„ Sir George S., of Coul. 4, 121. 

„ Sir James W., of Scatwell. 215. 

„ Sir Kenneth, of Gairiocn, on Highland 

Beads, xv., xyi. 

., Thomas, of Applecross, 105, 149, 181, 213. 

Mackid, Sheriff, Dornoch, 50. 
Mackintosh, Angus, of Holm, died, 112. 

„ Captain Beauchamp, Millbank, 209. 

„ Captain Williajn, 38. 

„ Colonel William, of Millbank, died, 75. 

„ Inelis A Wilson, grocers, Inverness, 53. 

„ John, of Aberai-der, died, 82. 

Lachlan, of Baigmore, 18. 

„ Lieut .-CV>lonel JSneas, Balnespick, 72. 

,, Mrs, wife of Prorost William, Inyemess, 

died, 94. 

„ Phinea», of Diummond, died, 59. 

„ Bev. Angus, D.D., T^in, 146, 221. 

„ Sir James, 42. 49. 55, 56, 65, 73. 

„ Sir Eneas, of Mackintosh, 58, 119, 137, 178. 

,, Wm., chapman, tran^orted. 27. 

„ Wm., son of Campbell Mackintoah, Town- 

Clerk, 87. 
Maclachlan, Ewen, librarian at Aberdeen, 95. 
Maclean, Mr, artist. Inremess. 239. 
Macleod, Colonel, ot Geanies. 25. 35. 

„ Colonel Patrick, of the 78th, 5. 
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Macleod, Dr John, died, 99. 

,y lieQt.-Colonel, 15tli Regiment light In- 
fantry, died. 26. 
„ Lieat.-Colonel, drd Regt. Local Militia, 35. 
„ Mrs, of Macleod, 106. 
„ Mrs. of Tklisker, 180. 
„ Rodk. (fought at Quebec), died, 171. 
„ Wm.. of Luskin tyre, 40. 
„ Donald, of Oeanies, Sheriff-Substitute of 
Ross, 105, 244. 
Macpherson, Alersnder, Kingussie, 47. 
„ Ga|»tain George, R.N., 243. 

„ Oiptain James, 76. 

„ Captain William, 76. 

„ Dcniald, Magistrate of LiTemess, 184. 

„ Duncan, Kingussie, 47. 

„ -Grant, Geo., of BaUindyioch, 27, 102, 120. 

-Oiunt, of Ballindalloch, 181, 187. 
„ Ensign John, Blargymore, 95. 

„ Mrs, of BeiieTille, 16. 

„ Mrs Margaret, of Cluny, died, 18. 

„ Kenneth, Jamaica, 187. 

Macrae, Alex., oldest man in Sootland, died, 18. 
„ Alex., Demerara, 55. 
„ Kenneth, Deputy Paymaster-General at 

Jamaica, lo. 
„ Rev. John, Glenshiel. 223. 
Mactsirish, Donald, of Stratnerrick, drowned at Col- 
umoia, 94. 
„ J., solicitor, Inremess, 75. 

Nairn — Burgh Masistrates, 105; Oliief-Magistrate in 
trouble in Elgin, 120; Baths opened, 198; Fish- 
ing boat upset, 22 ; Jail, 120 ; Jubilee of George 
III., 28; John Straith's Monument, 105; Parish 
Church fell, 17; Pier, 70, 78, 130; Provost of, 
17; Prisoners escape, 197; Subscription Library 
established, 101: Town Council and) Sale of 
Lands. 235 ; Dr Maoculloch, 240. 
Nairnshire Farmer Society, 78. 

,, Harvest Home. 129; Patriotic Club, 92. 

„ Farmer and Witchcraft, 134. 

„ Meeting in London, 59, 70, 78, 95, 122. 

,, Waterloo Relief Fund, 93. 

,, Loyal Address, 34. 

„ Members of Parliament, 56, 65, 182. 

,. Militia, 35; Volunteers, 16. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, 48, 60, 61, 74, 83, 90. 198. 
Neild, Jas., formerly High Sheriff of Buadn^iam, in- 
spects Inverness Jail and Inffrmaiy, 27. 
Nicholson, Robert, adjutant, Inverness Recruiting Dis- 
trict, 148. 
., Malcolm, Soorrybreck, 62. 
Northern Association of G^tlemen Farmers and 
Breeders of Sheas, 7, 15, 23. 
„ Burghs Members of Pariiament, 68, 182. 
„ Counties Almanack, 29. 
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Northern Horticaltaral Sooiety, 84. 

„ Infirmary, 8, 93. 100, 170, 246. 

Meeting, 7, 17, 28, 37. 44, 56, 68, 77, 95, 111, 

125, 154, 172, 188, 201, 211, 229, 246, 

248, 277. 

„ Missionary Society, 2, 94, 122, 146, 151, 170, 

183, 186, 196, 209, 210, 224, 227, 242, 246. 

Novar House, 75. 



Oak Trees discovered at Loch-Doohfour, 129. 
Obsei-vations at seat, 217. 
Old Man, 108 ye&is, died, 115. 
Old Coins found at Burghead, 239. 
Ord, Rev. John, chaplain at Fort- William, died, 40. 
Ossian, Gkielic copy, presmited to Louis XyHI., 100. 
„ „ Marshal MEkcdbnadd, Duke of Tarentum, 101. 



Parallel Roads of Glen-Boy, 138. 

Parish Bank Societies suggested, 76. 

Parliamentary Electioms-^oes-shire, 28, 149. 
„ Eefonn, 116. 

Parliament, 66, 69, 147, 179, 192. 

Paterson, Key. Mr, Auldearn, 35. 

Peninsular War— Napoleon defeated at Leipsic, Ad- 
yanoe of Wellington, 61; Victoi-y of Vittoria, 
66, Victory of the Allies. 69; Viotory on the 
Nivelle, 70: Abdication <^ Napoieoo, 71; Allies 
cross the Rhine, 72; Toulouse, 74; Waterloo, 89. 

Percival, Mr. Prime Minister, assassmation of, 67. 

Perpetual Motion, 154. 

Peterloo Massacre, 160, 169. 

Petrie, Alex., Deacon of the Shoemakers, Inyemess, 157. 

Pillory, Elgin, female thieres in, 37. 

Plumbago, or Black Lead Mine disoorered in Glen- 
Strathfarrar, 135, 171, 173. 

Plookton, Lochalsh, 18. 

PluBoairden Abbey, 74. 

Poor Law, 242. 

Poor's Goal Fund, 4. 

Population in Northern Counties, ix. 

Porteous, Ror. Wm., Raflford, 73. 

Portree, 17. 

Potato Crop abundant, 79. 

Predominance of Female Population, 139. 

Preservation of Game, 93. 

Price of Cereals in 1816, 110. 

Prisoners escape from Jail, 31. 

Prosperity of the country, 193. 



Queen Caroline, 176, 179, 183, 184, 185, 186, 188, 189. 
190, 191, 199. 
„ Charlotte, 156, 157, 
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Baff, Wm., Forres, drowned. 63. 

lUdlwavs flu^estea in 1818, 146 ; in 1822, 206. 

Reform Motion rejected in ParliMnent, 121. 

Be^pment (71st) embeirks for Portu^l, 37. 

Held, John, Delnies, fon^t at Fontenoy and Cul- 

loden, 43, 139. 
Relief of Poor, 2. ^ 
ReligiouB Libraries. 173. 
Remariuiblo Droogtit, 197. 
Rents, Redootiofi of, in the H^hlands, 120. 137. 
Reston» Lord, died at Glendoidi, Perth; 164. 
Richmond and Gordon, Duke of, xzzvii. 
Richmond, Rer. Lesh, Tarvey, 186. 
Rioting at Croy, 224. 
Riote at Grnids, Sntheriand, 195. 
River Ness water amJrsed, 1%. 
Roads of Scotland, Taylor and Skinner's Sarvey and 

M^>B, zviii. 
Robei-tson, CSolonel Alez.^ of Strowan, 217. 

,, Innes & Co., grocers, Invemefls, 63. 

,, Jas., Killichangie, fonaht at Gullod^i, 177. 

,^ Dr. Jamee, of Anltnaskiach, Provost of In- 

verness, zzxiz., 110, 126, 139, 162, 246. 
„ Jean, Inverness Character, 126, 126. 

„ Lieut. Simon Fraser, died, 17. 

y. Rev. Harry, D.D., Kilteam, died, 94. 

Rosehall, 11, 12. 

Rose, Colonel, of Kilra;vock, 24, 36, 66. 
Hugh, of Kilravock, 66. 
James, Ezcue officer, Struy, died, 63. 
Lient.-Colonel, 16. 

Miss Alexandrina, of Kilravock, died, 103-4. 
Mrs Catherine, Inverness, died, 36. 
Rev. Mr, Inverness, 86, 196. 
,, Mrs Elizaheth, of Kilravock, died, 81, 96. 
Rose's Independent Company of Veterans, 96. 
Rosemarkie New Parish Church, 166, 200. 

„ and Killeaman, Patronage dispate, 76. 

Ross, Benjamin, hanker, Tain, 173. 

Ci4)tain John, Roeskeen, killed at Mayo, 69. 
Ckptain Thomaa Cookbnm, Shandwick, died, 64. 
Munro, of Pitcalnie, died, 33. 
Rev. Thomas, Kilmonivaiff, 213. 
Rev. Thomas, LL.D., Lo^broom, 31. 
Sir Charles, of Balnagown, 6, 28, 68, 73. 
Synod of, against Caiholio Emancipation, 208. 
Ross-shire condemns lawlessness, 173. 

„ Members of Parliament, 62, 68, 77, 149, 

181, 216. > . I , , 

„ Militia, 36; Colours presented to Iflt Regi- 

ment, 43 ; Inspection at Dingwall, 68. 

„ Petition to prohibit distillation of spirits 

from oom, 34. 

,, Suppression of unlicensed tippling houses, 

108. 
Rosskeen CSiorch, alarming accident, 63, 
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Bothiemurohus— Alex. RobertAom murdered, 141. 
Busaian Si:^ering, Subscription fi-om Inverness, 62. 



Sabbath Schools, 113, 237. 

Sage, Rev. Alexander, Kildonan, 240. 

„ Be7. Donald, Resolis, 19, 202. 
Sabnon, price of, in 1816, 110. 
Salnum Fishing, 238-9. 
Saltoun, Lord, Ness Castle, 77. 
Sanquhar, Forree, 138. 
Schools in Invemess. 193. 
Scott, Major-General, 36. 
„ Major John Mackensie, 52. 
„ Peter, InveiTiesa Academy, 242. 
„ Ber. Mr, minister of Burgher Congregation, In- 
verness, 194. 
„ Sir Walter, 106, 192. 
Seafield, Earl of, zzxvii., 46, 80, 82. 
Seaforth, birth of an Heir, 145. 
Seceder Chapel erected. 3. 
Sellar, Patritjk, Trial of. 103. 
Severe Winter, 9, 16, 112. 
Sheep Farms at Glengarry to let, 62. 
„ in Sutherland and Outhness, 124. 
„ Stealing, 32. 120, 136. 141, 194. 
„ . and Wool Maikets, 16. 23, 35. 
„ and Wool Markets in Invss., 109, 117, 122, 147. 
Sheriff Courts, 251. 

„ Substitutes of Scotland, 41, 86. 
Signed newspaper articles charged as advertise- 

menta. 177. 
SimpsMi, Alexander. B^tor of Inverness Grammar 
School, 76. 
., James, cdover, oldest man in Inverness, 164. 

Sinclair, George, of Ulbster, 43. 

„ Sir John, of Ulbster, 6, 43. 
Skinner, Bight Bev. John, Bishop and Primus of Soot- 
land, 108. 
Skye— Destitution, 135; Farming Qub, 93; Vaccina- 
tion in 1813^ 65. 
Slavery, 238-40. 
Smai't ringing, 86. 
Smith, Laughlin, Quebec, 227. 

„ Bev. Bobert, Cromarty, 238. 
Smugded Salt, 124. 

Smuggling, xxxii.-xxxiv., 41, 62, 85, 101, 135, 138, 145^ 
164, 174, 193, 194, 202, 223, 224, 226, 227, 241, 
245, 251, 254. 
Snow-blocks, 14, 176. 
Snow-etorms, 13, 139, 217. 
Society of True Highlanders, 88, 89, 95, 107, 110, 123, 

126. 
Speymouth — Giri murdered. 83; murderer sentenced^ 

37; hanged. 88; unskilful executioner, 41. 
Sport in the ^ghlands, Twelfth of August repoits, 110. 
Sunday Schools, 2, 26. 
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Suppression of Boggiiu^, 85, 111, 223. 
Sutherland, Absenoe ofd-ime in, 61. 

,, Association and the destruction of yerinin, 199. 
„ Clearanoes, 168. 

„ Captain John, Bridgend of Donbeath, 60. 
„ — Coins found at Dalmore. 84. 
„ Highlanders in South Afnca» li8. 
,, Improyementa, 187. 

„ — ^Meeting to consider Distillerr Laws, 102. 
,, Members of Parliament, 68, 102, 181. 
Stephen, Dr Thoraas, Elgin, 92. 
Staffa and lona, 209. 
Stafford, Marquis of, 74, 120. 
Stake nets, 79. 
Steamboate, zxr., 175, 183, 188, 189, 190, 196, 200, 220, 

224. 
Stewart's Gaelic Grammar presented to Highland 

Schoolmasters, 63. 
Stewart, Captain John, Strathspey, 163. 
„ Mr, of Dunearn, 206, 244. 
„ Mrs, of Tulloch, near Blair, 212. 
,, Rev. Alex., Cromartv, 246. 
Still found at Abriachan, 136. 
St Kilda, 233. 

Stornoway, Xew Brig launched, 64; Harbour im- 
proved, 92. 
Straith, James, medical practitioner at Forres, died, 83. 
„ John, burgh schoolmaster vt Nairn, 59, 79, 95, 
105. 
Strange adventures of a pound note, 253. 
Strontian, Show of bulls^ 36. 
St Sebastian, fall of, 68. 

Stuart, Hon. Jamee, Lieut.-Gcivemor of Fort-George, 
died, 15. 
„ William, Timdow of Abemethy, fought at 
Fontenoy, 44. 
Strathpeffer, 107, 123, 165. 
Swift sailing, 157. 



Tain — Woman murdered at, 13 ; first carrier from Ding- 
wall, 14 ; John Macgregor murdered at, 14 ; DiU- 
gence from Inverness, 24^ Foundation-stone of 
Academy laid, 35; Shooting without a licence, 
94 : 100 guineas for poor, 113 : Provosts of, 126, 
188; Jail, 169, 247. 

Taylor, William, executioner, Invemcss, 41. 

Teaninich Distillery, 237. 

Telford, Mr, and Mr Southey, in Inverness, 171. 
„ Thomas, engineer, at Clachnaharry, 63. 

Telford Street, 4. 

Theatre in Inverness, 8. 

Thomson, George, the frimd of Bums, 179, 185. 

ThornbtBh Pier built, 98. 

Thurso, Causeway Mire Bead, xvi.-xvii. 

Ticer Cat in Invermoriston, 6. 

Tc^acoo Manufactory established at Inverness, 106. 



INDEX. 299 

Tolls, 219, 226, 229, 244. 

Tonrean, Silver ohain found at, 9. 

Tourista in the Highlands, 25^ 43, 244. 

Torn- d a Frenchman in Britain, amusing extracts, 107. 

Traides' Ocrporations, 253. 

Trayellins in the Highlands, 23, 184. 

Tullodh, John, A.M., Invei-nebs Academy, 42. 

Typhus fever in Forres, 137. 

Uist, North, wherry wrecked, 16. 
Ullapool, Large vessel burnt, 138. 
United States, Britain at war with, 61, 78. 
Urquhart, Ca{>tain Charles, killed at Busaco, 38. 
„ (Ferintosh) Bible Society's collection, 40. 

Vaccination^ 5, 65. 

Velocipedes m Inverness, 164. 

Violent gales, 135. 

Volunteer Infantry dispensed with, 63. 

Voting by ballot m 1817— election quashed, 115. 

Wade, Qeneral, and Highland Roads, xiv. 

Warrand, lieut., gallant action, 53. 

Waterloo, Highland Brigade at, 89. 

Weather— Warm, 160, 209; Unfavourable, 56, 59, 110, 
252. 

Weights and measures, 253. 

Wellington, Dukedom created, 74. 

Wester Ross Farmers' Club, 54, 68. 

West Coest distress, 16. 

West Indian Colonies, 240. 

Wheat, high price of. 81. 

Whisky duties, 221, 226, 227. 
,. at a Funeral, 49. 

Wick, 210; Provost of, 187. 

WiUs, James, Inverness Royal Academy, 166. 
' Wilson, Wm.^ merchant, Inverness, died, 42. 

I Wind and rain, flooding, 252. 

Wishart, Dr James, Dingwall, 107. 

Wolfe, General, at Inverness, 49. 

Wood. Rev. Alex., Rosemarkie, 27, 166. 

Woodnouselea, Lord, died, 62. 

Woman flogged through Inverness, 117. 

Wod, 35, 147, 166. 239, 253. 
„ Market at Inverness, 122, 147, 183, 197, 209, 
225, 242. 

Toung, Bailie Thomaa, 3. 

„ Ebenezer. Inverness Academy, died, 16. 
„ John, puolisher of ''Inverness Journal," 1, 4. 
„ Murdo, of the *liOndon Sun." 
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